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Aurgp> Hopron u doporu Msmiu
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3BE3JTHBIN KO’OT

I'nasa 1
Heoe u deoe

JyiiHas BiaxHas JIeTHAS TOroja ycTaHOBWIAch B
BammHrrone. JIXuM DBaHC OCTOPOXHO OTOIBHHYI
HEeNMpPUKOJIOYEeHHYIO AOCKY B 3a00pe M MpOIMoi3 yepes
TecHoe oTBepcTHe. Jlasbllle HAUMHAIMUCh 3apOCIU CO-
PHAKOB, Takue BBICOKHC, YTO TMOJIHOCTBIO CKPOIOT €ro,
€CJIM OH OyIeT IMoi3TH Ha KoneHaXx. OH npoGupaics Ha
y4acTOK, IJle HeJaBHO CHECIM CTapbli IOM, OT KOTO-
poro Temeph ocTaBajicig ToJAbKo morpe6. IToscrogy
BJISUTUCh Mycop U obnomku. Y1 B Xapy BcE€ 3TO U3pAIHO
BoHAET. JI>)KUM IOMOPLIWI HOC, YCaXUBasACh CIIMHOM K
rpyae o0JIOMKOB KMpIH4Ya M obyeryéHHo B3abxad. Ko-
HEYHO, €ro MCYC3HOBCHME UX He ocTaHoBUT. OH
cMmopiuwicst. Hy moycny ero He ocTaBaT B rokoe? XoTb
HeHamoro!

ITo xpaiiHeit Mepe ceroHs He HYXXHO OyIeT MATU Ha
IUISIX, HO, KOTJ2 OH BEPHETCS, BCE pPaBHO NpUAETCA
CIYLIATh UX 6ONTOBHIO. MIbYUMK YyTh HEe 3aTKHYJ YILH,
elBa JUIUb BCIIOMHWI HETPOMKHUH «pa3yMHBIi» Iojoc
Muccuc [ein ¥ npeacraBwi, Kak oHa GyaeT Bcé roso-
PUTb U TOBOPHUTE, 4YTO JIXKHMY HYXHO YMETb IPYXHTb C
JPYTUMH MaTbYUKaMH.

xuM Haxmypwics ewé cwibHee. IToToM 3a neno
npumeTcest Muctep [eitn, 6yaeT roBOpUTh O Maloi JIUTe
M O TUTaBaHMM Ha AXTe U... JIDKMM CHIBIILIAT BCE 3TO YXe
MIWUTHOH pa3. OH BCero JIMIb XOYeT, YTOGHI €r0 OCTABH-
nu B nokoe. Ho HUKTO 3TOro He rMoHMMaeT.
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OH, KOHEYHO Xe, CIBIILIAT, KAK OHU TOBOPMWIU O HEM:
«ILIOK», «TOCKa» ¥ mpouce. Ho xoraa Bech TBOM Mup, K
KOTOPOMY ThI NIPMBBIK, Ha KOTOPBIA Thl BCEIa paccuu-
THIBI, BAPYT PacCKalblBaeTcsl Ha KYCOUKH — HeIb3s
MPOCTO TOMTH Ha MaTy MaJloM JIMTW WIM B GOMCKayTHI,
CJIOBHO HMYETO He CIYyYWIOCh. Thl BCE BpeMs NMOMHMUIIb
00 3TOM; U BHYTPH OOJBHO, U MHOIAA XOYETCS, YTOObI
Toc/iegHME JBa Mecsala GbUIM TOJMBKO OYPHBIM CHOM, U
TB! NMpPOCHEWIbCA M Bcé mo3abymemb. Y1 yrpom Oymyr
oNnagbH, MIOTOMY YTO CETOAHSA cy060oTa M y MaMBbl €CTh
BpeMs. A motoM narmna ckaxeT: «Kak Hacyér moesgku K
ozepy?» U...

IxuM cyHyn Kynak B poT. OH He OymeT IUtakarthb!

ManbuMK MOTAHYN ce6s 32 BOPOTHUK TeHHUCKHM, THe
3ayecanach Koxa. MoxeT, MypaBeit 3armon3. OH MoIkI-
TaICA B3MISAHYThb, HO, pa3ymeercs, COOCTBEHHOM IUeH
yBUzIeTh He cMor. OTHaKo, KOTia OH HaKOHeL[ OTKa3aycs
OT 3TOi MBIC/IM ¥ TTOIHSUI TOJIOBY, TO OBLT YXe He OIUH.

JIxuM MurHy. PaHbllle oHM XWIH B TOPOACKOM MHO-
TOKBapTUPHOM JIOMe... TIPpeX/e YeM arna ¥ MaMa yJeTeu
Ha caMoJETe... caMoyiéTe, KOTOpBI pa3bwica. U tam
eMy He ITO3BOJISUTM HUKOTO JepXaTh AoMa. Ilama Bcerna
obelwan, YTo KOraa 3aKOHYMT CBOIO paboTy, OH mornpo-
CUTCA B Jipyroc MECTO, M Y HUX OyZIeT CBOM IOM U, MOXET
OBITB, cobaxa...

J>XUM MoXeBasl HIDKHIOW ry0y. 3BepeéK HEeOXHIaHHO
3eBHYJI, TTOKa3aB OCTpBIE 3y6bl ¥ M3rNGAIOIIMIICA A3bIK,
TIOKPBITBIA XECTKOW KoXeit. [IXMM HHUKOrma elé He
BMIE/M TaKoro Gossioro M yépHoro kora. Ha comHue
LIepCTh ero GyiecTena, CJIOBHO Ha KOHLIE KaXIoi Liep-
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CTUHKM CBepKala pamgyra. Mexnay 3eJ€HBIMM IJIa3aMH
Genenio crpaHHoOe V-06pa3Hoe MATHBIIIKO, KOHUMKHY JIall
6bU1H ToXe Geble.

Kot BHMMaTenbHO CMOTpPE Ha Maib4MKa. KM Mano
YTO 3Hal O KOTax, HO OH cpa3y MOHs:I, 4YTO 3TO He
npocToit 6poasra, Kakue MHOIIa MOSBJSUTUCH 32 JOMOM
Heitno. Muccuc Jleitn BricTaBis1a MUCOYKH C BOAOM U
efoi, HO KOTbl HMKOIIa He IOAXONWIH, IOoKa JIOAU
ocTaBaIMCh nobausoct. A Muctep leitn Bceraa roBo-
PWI, YTO HE HYXKHO MX PUMaHUBAaTh, YTO HYKHO BbI3BaTh
CIIyX0y OpoAsSTYHX XHUBOTHBIX.

DTOT Xe KOT HHMCKOJNbKO He Oosicsa Jxuma, Aa u
MUTICA OH SIBHO He oTOpocaMu. Pa3Be MOryT KOThI
MpocTOo Tak cugeTh U cMoTpeTh? Kak OynTo 3arnsigbpiBa-
10T TeOE B roJIOBY M CABIIIAT TBOM MBICTIH.

— 3apaBCTBYM... KOTHK... — JI>)XUM ITOHSI, YTO pa3ro-
BapMBaeT C HUM, KaK C yenoBeKoM. OH aaxe MpOTAHYI
PYKY, IpaBa, HE OCMEJMBAsAChH ITOIJIaAWTh KOTa; TOT
OCTOPOXHO OOHIOX&1 MabLbl MATbYUKA M OTBETWI HE-
TPOMKHM BEXJIMBBIM BOpYaHUEM.

JIXMM 3Hall, YTO KOT He MOXET €ro IOHATb, HO
MoYyeMy-TO NMPUHSUICS pacclpaliiBaTh 3BepbKa, KaK pac-
crpaliMBajl Obl KaKOro-HUOYIb APYTroro MajibyuKa.

— Tol xuBELIL B TOM 10Me? — OH IOKa3al Ha 3faHHe
o ApYTyl0 CTOPOHY yyacTka. U TyT, K ero orpoMHomy
YAMBJIEHUIO, KOT IOMaxaJl ToJI0BOii U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPO-
HY, CIIOBHO TOBOPMWJI «HET»!

— Toraa Ts1 notepsuica? — npogomxan kUM, Koraa
HEMHOTO CIPaBWICH C YAUBICHUEM.
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Kot BropuuHo mokayan ronosoit. Hemuraroniue se-
JIEHBIE TMIa3a — 3paykyl Ha COJHLE NpPeBpaTWINCh B
y3KMe LIENKU — HaAEXHO yaepXUBATH B3rian JIxuma,
He 1aBasg MaJbYMKYy BO3SMOXHOCTH OTBJIEYLCH.

Jxum 3aép3a. OH He MOHMMaJT, YTO MIPOUCXOAUT, U
HeMHoro ucnyraicsa. Ho oH Beab He 3HaeT, Kak BooOlLe
BeOyT cebsa Kolmku. MoXeT, OHM BCceraa Tak BCTPEYaloT
moneit. ITo TeneBU30py YacTO MOKA3bIBAIOT YMHBIX KO-
1leK, B peKIaMe Kolllauybeil IMUIIH U B APYTHX Mepeaayax.
MoxeT, yTu4HBIe KOTbl TOXE YMHBI, IIPOCTO HUKTO HE
Ja€T UM BO3MOXHOCTH ITOKa3aTh ceosl.

— Twupo, — Bapyr ckasan JIxuM Bcnyx. He moxoxe Ha
MMS; HO KOT CHOBa 3aypyal, CJIOBHO ObLI JOBOJIEH
JxyMoM. Manpuuk 6bLT Tak yBepeH, YTO KOTa 30BYT
Tupo, cnoBHO TOT caM cKazal eMmy o6 sTtoM. XoTsa
OTKYHa OH MOXET 3TO 3HaTh?

— A s — JIXuM, — cKa3al OH, UCTIBITEIBag CTpaHHOe
ouIYylLlleHHEe: OH MpeacTaBasgeTcsd KoTy. — JIXXuM DBaHc.
A xuBy y [leitnoB, — OH 4Yepe3 IUIEYO MOKa3ad Ha
orpamuy, uepe3 KOTOPYIO TOAbKO YTO Ipobpancsa. — A...
OHU MeHA B35UIH, IIOTOMY YTO A CMpoTa. MaMma u mana...
— B ropjie MaJlbYMKa 3acCTps/I KOMOK, U OH He Mor
npornotuth ero. Ho moroM, cXaB pyku B Kyl1aku, OH
yoapwi UMM 1O TNMOKpPBITOM M3BECTKOBO! MbUIBIO 3EMIIC
ron xomeHAMU. — Cyn peillni, 4YTo g JODKEeH XHUTh C
HUMH... 30eCh.

Tupo cnyuran — 1 moHumant. JI>XKMM He MOTr cKa3aTh,
rnmoyeMy OH B 3TOM yBepeH. IIpocro 3to 6suto Tak. U
BIpPYT YTO-TO JIOITHY/O, KyAa-TO MCYe3 KOMOK B ropie,
YTO-TO OTHMYCTWIO cepaue. IXuUM pacruakaicsi, 1 eMy
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GBLIO Teneph BCé paBHO. THPO MOAOILEN K HEMY OG-
Xe, MOJIOXWI Jiany B 6eJ10M HOCOYKe eMy Ha KOJIEHH, U
MaJbYMK OILLYTWI JIETKYI0 ApoXb. OH OMyCTWI pyKy Ha
ronoBy Tupo. M Temepp He TOJILKO YYBCTBOBaJl, HO U
C/BIIIAN: KOT HEe BOPYMT, OH MypibrdeT. Ml 3TO MypithI-
KaHbe HeCJI0 COYYBCTBME, KOoTopoe [IXUM MOXeT
MPUHATH, a BOT CJIOBa, JaXe caMble AOoOpbie, KOTOpBIE
OH CIyWal Bce IMPOLLIbIe HelelM, OCTaBAIUCh TOJBKO
CJI0BaMM, U MX OH He XOTeJsl OOoJble CBbIIATh.

MypnbikaHbe IPOAOJIKAIOCh. MsArkas WEpCTh KOC-
Hynacs JIXXUMa, KOT MpUABHHYICA Omipke. Manbuuk
BBITEP IVIa3a, pa3Ma3aB MbUIb MO IfekaM. OH YyBCTBOBAI
ITyCTOTY, HO TIOYEMY-TO eMy CTaJIO Jierye: TaKoro obyer-
YCHUS OH HE MCIIBITBIBAI C TOTO MOMCHTA, KaK €My
paccka3anu o Katacrpode.

— TsI MHe HpaBUlIbCcA! — 3aCTEHYHUBO NMPOLOPMOTAT
JIxum. OH nprokan K ce6e Korta. TuUpo BHITAHYI Mepe-
JHUC JIamnbl, M3OTHYJCS M KOCHYJICA HOCa Malb4yuKa
CBOMM HOCOM.

— [ar, mar, oy, 1 uay!

Ixum 1 Tupo nosepHynucs. M3 mepeynka noxasa-
Jach MajeHbKasg GUIypKa, BIIPUIIPDKKY HaIpamIsB-
1asics MpAMO K MYCTBIPIO, Ha KoTopoM JI>KMM Halén
cebe ybexye. Crapble rps3Hble TeHHUCHBIE Tydui,
CJIIMILUKOM Oobllive IS KOPUYHEBBIX HOT, OLUTH Mepe-
BA3aHbl npoBonokoi. Hanx 6yrpucTeiMM KoneHKamu
6oNTaTNCh CTapble JIMHSUIbIE KPacHbIe LIOPTHI, B KOTO-
pble ObUIa 3ampaBlieHa TIps3Hasd TeHHUcKA. TeHHHUCKY
yKpalllaa KakKasg-TO BBbILUBETILast HaAIMCh, a obpe3aH-
Hble pyKaBa yXe H3psAOHO obTpenamucek nmo Kpasm. M3
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HUX BBICOBBIBAIMCH XyIOble TEMHBIC PYKH C JIOKTSIMM,
TAaKHMMH Xe OCTPBIMM, KaK U KOJICHKH.

— Jart, mat, o9 — ObABOJI B3sU1 Teba!

HeBouxa. ManeHbKad rojloBKa CO MHOX€eCTBOM Y& pHBIX
KOCHYEK, O0paM/ISIOIIUX JIMYUKO, MEXITY OOMbIIMMM
IJla3aMM MYTOBKa HOCa, a U3 LIMPOKOTO pTa BbUICTAIH
CI0Ba JETCKOM ITeCEHKH.

Ha rmneye, TakoM XpymIKOM M XyIOM, YTO Jiobasd
TSKECTb, Ka3aloCh, JIETKO CIOMAET ero, pacKauMBascs
OBIPABLIA MEIIOK U3 HXYTOBOIl TKaHM; IbIPbl B MEIKE
ObLIM TepeXBayeHbI OOJBIIMMHU HEPOBHBIMU CTEXKaMM.
YacTMYHO HMTHU CWIBHO PacTAHYIWCh, TaK YTO TKaHb
yXe efle yaepXuBana CBo¢ comepXumoe. bpocus MeiIok
Ha 3eMJII0, JeBOYKa HEeOXHIaHHO KHHYNIAach K Ipyme
CTapbIX JOCOK U BEPHY/IACh, TOPXECTBYIOLIE pa3MaXUBast
IBYMs OyTBUIKAMHU H3-TOJ KOKH.

— CyacTiMBbIM ACHb, KaKOM CYACTJIMBBIA JeHb! —
o0baABWIa oHa BceMy MUPY. — KTo-To ocraBun 3mech
XOpOILIKE JeHEXKHU... — OHa OCTOPOXHO CyHyJa OyThUI-
KU B MEILIOK U MOBEpPHYIacCh, YTOOBI OCMOTpPETh IPYAY C
npyroit cropoHsl. M Tonbko Teneps 3ametwna JIxuMa u
Tupo.

— Yro ThI 31eCH AcNaclllb, MaJTbYUK? — MPOH3UTEb-
HO CIIpocwia OHa, MoAOOYEHSCh YU HAXMYPUBIUUCH. —
310 Mecrto Hanuia ! Buepa. 9To Mol mycThIps!

Tupo BbIcKONb3HYT M3 PyK II>XuMMa, HanpaBwics K
IeBOYKE M HErpPOMKO, HO pe3Ko MAYKHYJ. JleBouka OT-
CTYTIWIA Ha 1lar.

— Kakoit 6onbiroit kor. I ¢ HUM He Oymy mparbcs.

Tupo cen, CIOBHO XOTeNl YOEIMTh AEBOYKY, YTO He
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cobupaeTca eil BpeauTb. Bcé BpeMsa OCTOPOXHO IOIJIsA-
IbIBasi Ha Hero, JeBo4yKa CHOBa B3IriAsHYyNMa Ha JDKuMma.

— 4 Tebe rosoplo, 310 Mos Teppuropus. Bcé, yto
Haiiay 3gech, — Mo¢. Ml 1 HuKoro cioma He myuiy.

JI>KMM BCTal.

— Thu1 cobupaeurs 6yTbuiku? 3ayeM oHM Tebe?

Ha nuue y He€ mosABWIOCH YAUBIEHHOE BBIPAXEHUE.

— 3aueM? Jla OHM AeHEr CTOAT, MaJIbuvK. [Iymo o6
3TOM chpaliuBaTh. A-a, — OHa ITOCMOTpeJia Ha €ro
ollexay, — BaM, OorayaM, Heyero IymMaTb O JeHbrax 3a‘
myctbie 6yThuikH. Hy, BC€ paBHO, YXOIHM C MOEro MecTa,
— JIeBOYKA OMIAAENIaCh MU CXBaTWiIa KyCOK CTapoii paMbl,
M3 KOTOPOii TOpYAIM pXaBbie BO3AMU. YTPOXalolle Max-
HyJIa B ero CTOpoHy. — S Te6a nob6blo, MaibuyuK. A He
MO3BOJII0 HUKOMY MCHS NPOrOHATb...

— bBonbHO MHe Hago TeOsA MpPOroHATh, — JIXuM
MoayMall, yTo JeBouYKa, HaBepHoe, ouyeHb cMenasd. OH
Beb Ooublie €€, U OHa He 3HAeT, YTO OH He cobupaeTcs
C HeH Japarbces.

— Tonbko nonpoOyi! — oHa B3MaxHyna pamoit. — U1
YXOMM JIydllle, OTKYAa MPUILEN.

— IMocnywait, — XXMM CyHy1 PYKM B KapMaHHI.
MoxeT, Tenepb OHa TOBEPUT, YTO OH He XOYET eif Bpea.
— 1 Huyero 3pech He viy. IIpocro yBumen 3aech Korta...
— HO KaK OH MOXET OOBSCHUTS €, YTO 3HAUMT JUIS HETO
BCTpeya € 3TUM KOTOoM? ITO JIMYHOE, OYEHb JIMYHOE.

HeBouxa mocMorpena Ha Tupo. «OyeHb GosblION
KoT. Ecny oH morepsiica, 3a Hero MoryT 3ariaTuTh», —
M OHa OLICHMBalOlle B3MJITHyNa Ha THUpPO Tak, CIOBHO
PELIWIA CYHYTb €I0 B MELLIOK BMECTE CO CBOMM XJIaMOM.
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Bripouem, momyman Ixum, eit 3T0 OyxeT TpyIHOBaTo,
ecan Tupo He 3axoyeT. IToaToMy OH GBICTPO NIpOM3HEC:

— 3OTO0 Temepb MOHM KOT, — cKa3aJl M MOHSUI, 4YTO
cKasaJl IpaBay.

— To1 yBepen? Hy, Bcé paBHO ero TaluTh TPyAHO. A
ThI OTKyna?

JIxuM yxasan Ha 3a6op: «Orryma. OnHa qocka caBu-
ractcd. S mpones».

— Kopmnenn Ilneitc. 3HayuT, Tebe He HYXHO TYyT
OXOTHUTBCSI, — OHa CHOBa BEpPHYJIAaCh K NMepBOHAYaIbHOM
TeMe.

— Her, — JIXXuM HayuHaJ cepauThca. — MHe HUYero
3eCh HE HYXHO. A Thl YTO HILIEIIB?

— Bcé€, yro yromHo, — oTBeTWwIa OHa. — YTO MOXHO
npoaars. babyuika... — Ha MTHOBEHME JIULO €€ UBMEHU-
Jochb, M JIXXKMM ITOYYBCTBOBaJI, YTO JE€BOYKA MCITyTaHa...
— babymka Goneer. OHa M 1 — Bca Halua ceMbi. MHe
HYXHO TIpOJaBaTh BEIUM M NMOKYTaTb YTO-HUOYHb IS
0abymku.

— 51 Mory noMoub, — HEOXHUAAHHO Ipe 10X [XuM.
— Ecnu ckaxenp, yro Teb6e HYXHO, I TOXE IMOHULILY.

W, ew€ cnpaumyBasi, OH IMOYYBCTBOBAI HEOOBIMHOE
OLIYLIeHHE B rojoBe. THpO Xo4yeT, YTOOBI OH 3TO CAEal.
Ho orkyma oH 3Haer, o 4yéM AyMaeT KoT? B 3ToM Her
HMKaKOro CMbICIa.

HeBouka nonro Konebanach, IOTOM KOPOTKO KMBHY-
na.

— Xopolllo, — HO rojoc y Heé¢ ObUT HeJOBOJbHBII. —
A 6epy 6yTHUIKM, BCE, YTO MOXHO NpoaaTh. BoT 3xecs,
— OHa IMOoKa3ajia Ha BXOA B Iorped, — HaBepHAKAa YTO-
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HU6ynp uMeeTcd. HukoMy 310 Oomblie He HYXHO, TaK
YTO, €CIU MbI MOIISAAUM. ..

JI>XKUM 3arisiHya B QypHO MaxHyllee oTBepcTye. BHus
YXOMWIN Tonyo6BaiuBLIKecs. CTyNeHU. OH NPUKUHYI,
BBIIEPXaT JIM. OHM ero Bec. A JeBOYKa YyXe lUIa Tyza.
OHa ornsHynace 4epes Ivieyo.

— S — Dmunu. Dnnm Moit bpayH, — o0bsBIIa OHA. —
Y xuBy Ha Kok Biau.

— A rze 310? — JIXUM cMoTpe, KaK JeBouKa CITyC-
KaeTcs 1Mo cryrneHbKaM. OHa mepernphIruBajla C OXHOI
Ha ApPYTYIO M, Ka3aJoch, COBCEM He OyMala, YTO OHU
MOTYT OOBaJIUThHCH.

— Tam, — D MaxHyna pykoit, Ho JIKMM He TTOHSUI,
Kylda oHa Ioka3ssiBaeT. HeBaxHo. OH ToXe Hayas cryc-
KaTbCd, MpaBaa, MeUIeHHei M OCTOPOXHEI.

Dy 1 XXMM 0061apyBaH rpyAbl TOJTIOMaHHBIX KMP-
M4eit ¥ Mycopa, 3apocC/IiM COpPHSKA, a B 3TO BpeMA YyTh
B CTOPOHE YTO-TO LIEBEJbHYIOCh. THPO MOTHSUI FONOBY
M XOJIOAHO U KPUTHYHO B3IJITHYT B TOM HaIlpaBIeHUH.

TeHb MTHOBeHHO 3aMepia. HyXHO MMeTb o4eHb Xo-
pollve rja3a, KOIllaybH IJ1a3a, YTOOBl YBUAETH €6. ITO
ObUTa el OgHa KOILIKaA.

«Tol1 nocrynaeus ruymno! — Muiciabs THUpo yecTpeMmtach
K MO3ry nosiBuBLIeiics Kowku. — He Bpems Tebe moka-
3pIBaThCsl. Sl yCTAaHOBHJI KOHTAKT ¢ «MaJbyukom». Ho
eMy Hesb3s BUIETh Hac JBOMX BMecTe! OHH He obnaga-
IOT HallleH JIETKOCThIO MBICJICHHOTO OOLIeHUS, HO HEJb3A
X Y HEJOOLICHUBATh».

«OHHM KaxyTcs 6e313penﬂbm», — OTBeTWIA KOIlKa.

Tupo noxHs ronosy, 061KM3an WePCTh Ha TPyAM. «Tbl
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Xe Bufiena uctopuyeckue JeHThl! besppentsie! Jto ca-
MBbI€ XECTOKHEC M CaMble HEJIOIMYHbBIC CYLIEeCTBa, KaKHX
MBI TOJIbKO BCTpEYATH».

OH ¢ HEKOTOPBIM 0ECITOKOMCTBOM OXHAI, YTO IMOJTY-
YUT 3aMe4YaHHUE HACUYET CBOE CUMIIATHM K MAaJIbYMKY.
Takoe oTHOLLICHHE K JIIOASIM, €CTY TOIBKO OHU HE TOJIX-
HbI TIOMOTaTh, He BXOIMT B MOATOTOBKY pa3Beauuka. Ho
y Mep xBaTwio TakTa He HallOMMHaTh €My 3TOT ITYHKT
pyxoBoacTBa. B xoHlie koH1oB Tupo — crapmmit Ko’ot
B 3TOH ITOJIeBOIl oncpauuu. A i1 Mep 3To mepBblit
TOJNET; HEKOTOpPas ONMPOMETYUBOCTH C €€ CTOPOHBI BITOJI-
He €CTeCTBEHHA.

YEpHBIT KOT KPUTHYHO OCMOTPEJ CBOIO CITyTHULYY. B
€ro COGCTBCHHBIX XWIaxX TEUET YeTBEPTh 3¢MHOM KPOBH,
HEOGXOAUMON IS OCYILECTRICHUS IOIEBbIX ornepauuu
B 3TOM MHpE, HO €I0 BeJIM4YECTBEHHAasi BHEIIHOCTD CBIi-
JIETEJIbCTBYET O MOMTUHHON MPUHAUIEXHOCTH K KO’ OTaM.
YV Mep HorM IIMHHEE OTHOCUTENBHO Tesla. XBOCT TOHb-
‘1lIe, HallOMWHaeT XJIbICT, Mopaa y3kada. IIBeT mrepcrtu
cepoBaro-06enbIii, HE OYEeHb OTIMYAIOLIUICA OT M3BeC-
TKOBOM ITbUIM, MOKpPBIBAalOLIeH 3HeCh ITOYBY, TOJBKO
roJioBa, JIalbl U XBOCT 4YyTh TeMHee. OHa BBINIAAWT Tak,
CJIOBHO HECKOJIbKO OHed He ejla U CWIbHO Oaudyaa.
«OTnMYHasg MacKUpoBKa», — MoayMan Tupo. Mep MoxeT
CITIOKOMHO OPOAUTH IO YJAULAM U MepeyKaM 3TOro yTo-
MMTEJIbHOTO TOpojia, IIe KO’ OT € er0 BHEIHOCTHIO OYACT
MTHOBEHHO 3aMeYcH, JaXe IUIOXOBUAALIMMU JIIOIbMH.

«TwlI 3Haelup npukas. JIBa JHA Ha YCTPOICTBO, ITOTOM
BCTpeya».

«5] BO3bMYy «I€BOYKY>».
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Tupo He MOT NMOBEPHUTb, YTO TPABWIBHO YIOBHI €€
MBICJTb.

‘«Takag, KaK OHa, He UMeeT HUKaKOM LIECHHOCTH, cec-
Tpa. Thl TONMLKO 3ps MOTPATHILb APArolleHHOE BpeMsi»,
— OH CTapaJics He ITOKa3bIBaTh MCILITBIBAEMOTIO pa3apa-
XEHUA.

«bpar, 1 genaio To, YTO HaM MpHKa3aHo. B Tex Hopax,
OTKyZa OHa IMpUIIUIA, XUBYT HalllM ICTUHHBIE poguyu. S
yXe 3aMeTWIa MX: MHa4e 3ayeM OBl s 3JeCh OoKa3ajiach?
A npyiuia — A Iounuia 3a Heiy.

Tupo cHoBa 00JM3an HIepCcTh Ha rpyau. Mep umeet
MpaBo Ha BEIOOpP, M €CJIM OHA CHejiajla €ro HeBepHO, €€
XIET HakazaHWe. OH OXHMAQI, YTO OHA OTBETHUT Ha €r0
Mbicae. Ho Korga momHsut roioBy, oHa ucyesna. Ilo
KpaitHeil Mepe, COOIIoNaeT IIpaBwia U YCTAHOBUT KOH-
TaKT CO CBOMM «pPeOEHKOM» Ha pacCTOTHUU.

OH BeaylIMBaJIics B JOHOCHBIUMECH U3 Iorpeba roso-
ca ¥ CIOKOMHO ox¥gan Bo3ppaweHusa Ixuma. Ho Tonpko
MOBEPXHOCTHBIC €r0 MBICIH ObUIM 3aHATHI MaJIbYMKOM.
B ocHoBHOM Xe. OH yMaJl 0 JPYTOM, O TOM, YTO NIPHBEJIO
€ro cioja, B MMp, KOTOpBIH ApeBHeMIlIMe 3allMCH €ro
pachbl IPOBO3MIACKIN CAMbIM XECTOKMM M HECYACTHBIM.

I'nasa 2
Tupo, Mep u npobaremot

— Her, MBI He MOXeM ITYCTHUTH 3TOro GpoIsAYero Kota
_ B oM, JIKXuMm. '
— On He 6pomsaumit xor! Tonpko MocMoOTpHUTE Ha
Hero. OH He U3 TeX, YTO GPOIAT IO ABOPaM.
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Tupo, KoToporo MaJbuUMK INpIXKUMaI K cebe, moso-
XKW JIallbl eMy Ha IUIe4o M 3aMypibikaid. Ho Ha Muccuc
Jeit1 oH cMOTpeJl coBceM He npyxemwobHo. HeBaxHo,
MPUMYT €ro 3TH JIOOU WIM HeT. Eciu Gbl MaJbuMK Tak
CTPaHHO He HpaBWICS eMy — 1a, UMEHHO, HpaBWIcs, —
OH €IlE B CAMOM Hayajle 3TOro cIiopa BBICKOJB3HYJ ObI
M3 IoMa.

JIuuo Jxuma BerbIxHynmo. Benxp Tupo — nepsoe, yero
OH JEWCTBUTEJNBHO 3aXOTeJl CO BPEeMEHM CBOErO He-
CyacTh4.

- — Hy, ocrasb noka, — JIXyM 3HaJI, YTO 3TO 3HAYMT.
Tupo MoXeT OBITh 3HeCh, IIOKAa HE BEPHETCA MICTEP
Heitn. Toraa Hen30eXHO HAYHETCA Pa3roBop O caaye
KOTa B MMTOMHHK H...

— S ocraBisiio ero y cebsl, — pelIUTeNIbHO CKa3al
MaIbYUK. — Y MEHS eCTh COOCTBEHHOE JeHEXHOE M0Co-
6ue. S Mory moxyrmarb eMy eny...

— [leno He TONBKO B elie, — Tpeaynpeaia MUCCUC
Ieitn. — HyxHo 6yaeT caenaTh NPUBMBKHU, XOTA ObI OT
OelreHCTBa. A OHM IOPOrO CTOSAT, 3armoMHH, Ixum. [a,
o4yeHb KpacuBblii KoT. Ho s mymalo, Thl npaB: oH moTe-
psncsa. Hago mocMoTpeTh OOBSABIEHUS B ra3eTax.

JI>KuM [plUat B LIepcTh Ha roiose Tupo. Ilo kpait-
Hell Mepe XOThb Yero-To OH HOOWICA: OHa COIJIacHa
MpUHATh THPO M KOPMUTh ero. MalpuyMK 3HaI, YTO
MCIpobyeT BcE, YTOOBI cOXpaHMTh y cebs kora. K
CYyacThio, 3a3BOHWN TeiedoH; Muccuc [leitn mouuia K
HeMy, a JIXXuM B3GeXas IO CTYTICHSIM Ha BTOPOii 3Tax,
MepenphiruBas 1o ABe 3a pa3, M NMpuHeEc THpo K cebe B
KOMHaTy, 110Ka OHa He 3aMeTwia. IToToM mocagun Kora
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Ha KpoBaTb M CTaj] 4ecaTb y Hero 3a yxoM. OTBeTHoe
MYpJbIKaHbe HEeMCTBOBAJIO YCIIOKauBalolle, HOBBII TO-
BapMIll MaJbyMKa 3aKaThIBaj [Jla3a Y BIMBAJICS B
MOKPBIBATO KOTTSIMM.

— OTKy#a TH B3s1ach? — CIpOCWIa DJUIM, Bellas
IyCTOM MeIlloK Yepe3 Iuteyo. JleBouka yxe IoobpIBasa Ha
COpTUpOBKe yTWIA y asmiowku CiavMa, ¥ NMog TeHHHUC-
KO B TPAIKE Yy He€ OBbUIM TILATEJIbHO CIIPATAHBI JEHBIH.
Ho ¢ TeM ManbYMKOM OHa JEJUThCS HEe OYIeT, XOTA 3TO
OH OTBICKAJI CTeKISTHHbIE KyBUIMHBI Ha ITOJIKE B Iorpeoe.

A K Heil pyUTa ApyTas GosblIas KOIIKa, He YEpHas,
KaK HalléJl MaIb4yuK. Ternepb oHa cuiena Ha Mopore u
CMOTpeJia Ha He€, CJIOBHO 3TO €€ JOM, M K Heil MPUILUTH
roctu. MHTepecHas KolUuKa, ABYXUBETHAs U C TOMyObIMU
rna3amMu. [omyOble ra3a. DJUIH paHbllie BCTpeyaia TOIbKO
OIWYaBIIMX KOILIEK, KOTOphIe cpa3y pa3beraauch, Koraa
OHa HayuMHajla PBHITbCA B MycopHbIX 6akax. Ho 3To
COBCEM Jpyras KOILKa: OHa HMCKOJIbKO He Gourcsa. U
MO3TOMY caMa DJUTM HEMHOT0 MCITyTalaCh — COBCEM
HEMHOTO.

Ho sT0 €€ mBepb, XOTA U MOKOpEXEHHAsA, IOTOMY YTO
yacTb gepeBa criwia. Ha Kok 9nm Bece moma y6orue. Ho
€€ oM, HaBepHoOe, caMblii yooruii, nymana duin. B HEM
TOJIbKO OJHa KOMHAaTa, U BMECTO OKOH ITyCTBIE PaMBl.
DM 3aTKHY/Ia UX CTapbIMU MellkaMH. Tak TeMHo, HO
3aTO MEHblIEe OyeT M HEMHOIrO CITacaeT OT XOJoAa 3U-
MOIA.

. Kolrka nogHsuta nepeaHioo aamy u IM3HyIa LEPCTb.
DJUIM B3MaxHyJa ITyCTHIM MEILIKOM.
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— D, TBL... yxoou! — mnpuKasaja OHa. — IDTO MOl
JIOM, Moi1 ¥ 6a0yluKuH. ¥ Hac HeT xoulek. OHM HaM He
HYXHBbI!

OHa HMKOra He BUAEIA KOIUEK C TAKMMU ToJIyOBIMU
masamMu. M oHM cMmoTpenu mnpsMo B e€ riasa. DU
BBITepia pykoil n0o6. XKapko. Xopolio GBI COCYIBKY-
JieleHel, TMpOXJaaHylo, NedsgHylo. baOyiika ckasaia
YTPOM, YTO IUIOXO CeOS YYBCTBYET, IOJIEXUT HEMHOTO,
YTOOBI OTAOXHY/IU CTapble KOCTH. YKaCHO CTapble KOCTH
y 6a0ylIky, OHM Terephb Bcerga GOJAT.

— Vxomn! — Omwm emwé pa3 MaxHyJla MeILIKOM, HO
KOILIKa Jaxe He MoprHymta. Crapasich AepXaThca Kak
MOXHO Jajbllieé OT KOLIKM, OEeBOYKA IMPOTHCHYJACh B
JIBEpPb.

BuyTpH, KaxK Bceraa, 6bU10 TECHO M TYIIHO. DJUIH TaK
K 3TOMYy NpHBBIKIA, YTO M HE 3aMeyala — IOYTH. Y
JaJbHEe CTeHbl TPUTYJIWIACh CTapas IpopXaBeBIIasd
MeYyb, PAAOM CTOUT CTOJI C OXHOM HOXKOI Ha KUpITYaXx.
Ha HéM ckoBopozka 6abyniky ¥ ABe TpeCHYBILIME YalKH,
HalineHHble Duu. [lox cTonoM Beapo ¢ KOBILIOM.

— 970 1, 6abymka! — DU mouwia MpsAaMo K IpoBHC-
ureit kposatn. — ! MHe moBesno cerogusa. Hanura
CTapble KyBIUHUHBI, ¥ asqoiuka CiauM nan MHe AoJuiap U
COpOK JBa lIEHTa, — U OHa JOCTala U3-TOoJ TeHHUCKU
CBOE 3aBI3aHHOE COKPOBMILIE.

T'onoBa 6abyiIkM MoBepHYNIach Ha NMOAYILKE, U DIUTH
obneryéHHo B3moxHyna. MHorna 6abymxa npocro cnur
M Jaxe He OoTBeyaer.

— My xo MHe, 1eTKa, — roJIoC ¢ KpOBaTH 3BYYal He
rpoMdye meémnora. — Tol y MeHs YMHMLA, DiutH. lait MHe
nonuth. O4YeHb Xapko...
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— KoHeuHo, — Jmiu nobGexana 3a KopuioM. ITorom
MPUBBIYHO TIPUIIOAHAIA TOJNIOBY 0abyIIKH OXHOM PYKOM
M cMoTpeJsia, KaK Ta JejiacT OOUH-IBa IIoTKa. — EE,
6abyurka? — cripocuwia oHa.

— JocraTo4yHo, Danu. XOopolLIHii BKYC — JIJII TOpOI-
CKOi1 BoAbl. ¥ Hac JoMa ObUI KOJioAell, HUT[e He ObUIo
BoIbl ciamnle. /IaBHO 3TO ObUTO, TaK JaBHO...

— Tw nonpasuibcd, 6abyiika, ¥ MHe ITOBE3ET ellé,
KakK CerofHs, ¥ Mbl CAIeM B aBTOGYC U MoeaeM Tyna, —
DK MeuTalla, KaK YacTO M paHbllle, HO Ha 3TOT pa3
Bcayx. babyiiika Tak MHOro pacckasbiBajla O CBOEM CTa-
POM IIOMe, YTO MHOTAA IEBOYKE Ka3aloCh, YTO OHA caMa
TaM ObIBasa.

MasnieHpKas XEHIUMHA B MOCTEJM cejla, U DIUIH TO-
POIUTMBO IPHHSUIACh YKPBIBaTh €€ CTEraHbIM OAEJIOM U
MOMNPABIATh IPA3HYIO MOAYIIKY.

— 51 mosryywna nosutap M COpoK ABa LIEHTa, — MOBTO-
pwia geBouka. — [loitmy B marasuH. Kpuccu ckasan,
YTO TaM y ABepeil BeIpo, a B HEM MOMSAThIE KOHCepBhl. 11
MO3TOMY MX IIPOAAIOT O4YeHb aemiéBo. S Tebe Kyrumo
cyma, 6a6byika, OH OYeHb OCIUEBBIIL...

— Yro 3To0, meBouka? — Oabyluka cMoTpela MUMO
OIH, ¥ Ha ¢€ CMOPILICHHOM 0e33y00M JIMLE OTPa3iwioch
youBieHue. — Kpoica? BospMmu-ka merny, dmuim. He
IO3BOJISIM CTapOM KphIce...

I'maza Omnm yxe NPUBBIKIN K ITOTYTHME, U OHA BHIE-
Jla, KTO CUAMWT Y Befpa, IJIAAS He Hee.

— OT10 He KpbIca, 6abyiuka. Bonbuiasg xomxa. OHa
CHIeJa Y HAlIUX ABepe, Koraa si Mpuiivia, CIOBHO 3TO
e€ goM. A Bo3pMy MeTiIy M...
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Ho eit He xoTenoch NMporoHATh Kowky. OHa Tak Ha
He€ CMOTpUT, OyATO 3HaeT npo Dt Mait bpayH Bce, ¢
rosioBsl 10 Hor. Y1 oHa He WMt U He BopuMT. M ecnu
KoILIKa OymeT TYT, MOXeT, 6abyiika He 6ymeT Tak 6o-
ATBbCA KPbIC, KOTAA DJUIM YXOOUT Ha IOMCKHU TOTO, YTO
MOXHO IpOJaTh.

— Komka? I'me ThI e€ B3sma? MBI ‘He cMoOXeM Ipo-
KOPMUTH KOIIKY.

— W He HyxHO, — oTBeTWIa OUTHM. — Ecam oHa TyT
MTOCUIIUT, TO MOiMaeT GOJbILYIO KPHICY, KOTOPYIO ThI TaK
HEHaBUOMIUb, 6a0yiuka. OHa MOCHUOUT, ITOKA A CXOXY U
NpKHecy yero-HUOyas noects. He Goiics.

IXI OHa pelllMIa J0Ka3aTh 3T0 6abyllKe, NMPOTAHYB
PYKYy K ronoBe roctbu. Cepo-06enasg romoBa NMpHUITOOHA-
Jlach, KOIIKAa OOHIOXaJIa MaJIbLbI DI, ITOTOM CLLE BBIILIE
MOJHSIA TOJIOBY M IOTEpIach 06 €€ pyky.

Omnu youBwiack. HeBepoATHO, HO OHa MOHPaBWIACh
komke! CTpaHHO U HeBeposiTHO. OHa Xe OeBouka Ga-
6ywxu. Ha Kok Onm XuBYT Bcero omHa-ABe XCHIIMHBI,
KOTOpble HHOrAa JMAaloT eit yro-HuOyab. Hampumep,
Muccuc [[abHM: oHa momgapwia TEHHHCKY, HdaXxe o0-
pe3aia pyKaBa, yToObl ieBouke Obu10 ynooHeir. Ho apyseit
y Heé HeT. Jletm ¢ Kok Dnm oTnpaBnsuiMch B LIKOMY,
KOra MX JIOBWI HaA3WpaTelb, a KOIa OH He IoKa-
3pIBaJIC, MpocTo Oeranmu mo ymumile. M 6abymuka He
xoTesa, yroOsl DI BOAWIACh C HUMHU. A Terepb DIUTH
CIMIIKOM 3aHATa, U y Heé COBCeM HET BpeMEHU Ha
raynocti. Ho... oHa nmoHpaBwiach 3Toit kouke. M mo-
YyeMy-TO JAeBOYKa OIUYTWIAa KaKoe-TO HOBOe, IyDOoKoe

YyBCTBO.
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JI>KMM OCTOPOXHO CITyCKaicsl MO TEMHOM JIECTHMLE.
I'ne-To cHapyxu Tupo, muctep [leitn BeiHec ero, Koraa
MPHUILLIO BpeMs JOXUThbCA craThb. OH no3poswi Ixumy
MOCTaBUTh B rapaxe KOpPOOKY M TMOJIOXMUTh Tyaa Mapy
CTapbIX KYMaJIbHBIX IOJIOTEHELl, KOTOPbIE HallUla MHC-
cuc [eitn, Ho TBEpIO cKa3all: HUKaKMX KolueK B gome. U
JIXMM 6bUT TaK paccepXeH, YTO COBEPILICHHO 3a0bUT 060
BCEX CBOMX IOpCECTHX.

Benp psanoMm y I'appycoB XuBET Gonblias MonHLEicC-
Kas cobaka. JI>xum ciblan, Kak Pogau I'appuc xBacrai,
YTO ero co0aka JIOBUT KOllleK, Jaxe youBaeT ux. Jxum
Cc caMoro Havyaya HeB3mio6wn Poamu; Temeph oH maxe
roToB GbUT C HUM NoapaThed. A uto ecnu Pexc noiimaer
Tupo? OT omHOIl TONBKO MBICIM 00 3TOM MAIbYMK
B3APOTHYJI, XOT HOYb CTOsUla XapkKasi. ['appucel Ha
HOYb Bceraa BhITycKaloT Pekca Bo n1Bop, Kak CTOpoXxe-
By10 cobaky. M1 Tupo MoxeT moifTu Tyaa, He Mmomo3pcBas
00 OMacHOCTH.

JI>XXUM CITyCTWICS BHU3 U OTKPBUI ABepb, BEAYILUYIO B
rapax. OH npuHece€T TUpo, MOXET crIpgYeT €ro B IIKa-
¢y. IBepp HakoHel nmoganack, ¥ JIKMM okasalics psaoM
C MallIMHOM.

— Tupo? — HerpoMko nossai oH. [ToToM nmogomén K
Kopobke, HO OHa ObUIa ITycTa, KaK OH M onacajics. —
Tupo? — ManpyuK He OCMeTUBaICA 3BaTh IPpoMKo: [Jeii-
JIbI MOTYT YCJIBILIATD.

CHapyXH sIpKO CBeTWIa JiyHa. BBUIO CIIBILIHO, KaK
T10 YJIMLIE IIPOXOAAT MalUMHBI, B OCHOBHOM JaJbllIEe, TaM,
[A€e LIoCCe; M3aieka JOHEccs PEB MOJULIEMCKOM cHupe-
Hbl. [I>XuM mepecTymn ¢ Hord Ha Hory. OH He Mor
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MPOCTO Jieyb B TMOCTEb U JIeXaTh, becriokosch o Tupo.

Tuxo, KaK TOJILKO MOT, MaJIb4YMK BHIOPAICS BO ABOP.
M ycnbiman KkakMe-To CTpaHHbIE 3BYKH... «THpo?»

M xakuM-To 006pa3oM MBICIICHHO YBHIEJT OOJBLIOrO
'YEPHOro KOTa, SCHO yBMOeNn, Kak 6yaro Tupo cumen
fepea HUM, OCBEIUEHHBIM JIYHOM, M CMOTpeJl Ha Hero,
KaxK IIpM MepBOM BCTpeye.

IxumM ocraHoBwica. Tupo GbUT 3mech. MaibuMK He-
YBEpeHHO MOAHEC PYKY K rojioBe. THpo He 3abaymuics,
OH He momwén K goMy I'appucos. Het, Tupo Bcé 3HaeT o
Takux cobakax, Kak Pekc, o ToM, YTo KolIKa MOXeT
Moractb NMOA MalluHY, H... JXuMm crinotHyn. Takoro
CTPaHHOIO YyBCTBa Y Hero Hukoraa He 6su1o! OH Bcé
3HAJI TaK X€ TOYHO, CJIOBHO... CJIOBHO €My CKa3aJii 3TO
namna WM Mama. A Hudero 6osnee BepHoro XM npen-
CTaBUTh cebe He MOT. '

Tupo B Ge3omacHOCTH, OH BepHETCA. IXKMM He Hdo-
JxeH 6ecriokonTbes. C ray60KMM B310XOM obierye Hust
MaJIbYMK 3aKpbUI OBepb rapaxa. EMy oyeHb XOTen0Ch
cratb. IToGbicTpee GBI JIeUb B ITOCTEb.

IIaTHa nyHHOro cBeTa JieXald Ha IUIOLIAAKE, Ha
KOTOpOIii Koraa-To crosut moM. Ho MeXxay HUMU ocTaBa-
JIOCh JOCTAaTOYHO TEHH, TIIOe JIeTKO MOXHO OBLIO
CrIpATaThca. THPO CKOMB3WI OT OMHOM TEHH K APYroi ¢
OCTOPOXHOCTBIO XOPOLIO MOATOTORICHHOIO pa3BeduM-
Ka. OH YyBCTBOBaN 00JierdyeHHe: YCIIOKOMTh MaJIbyMKa
0Ka3a10ch HETPYAHO. MaJIbYMK TaK BCTPEBOXWICH, YTO
Tupo maxe cierka ynuBwicad. B cBoé emMHCTBEHHOE
NpeapiAyllee NMocelieHHe 3eMIU OH OCTaHABIUBAJICI B
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ceMbe, KOTopasi BCeX «XHUBOTHBIX» OTITyCKajJla Ha HOYb.
MoxeT, XXMM YeM-TO OTJIMYAETCS OT JPYTMX, IMOayMall
Tupo. IToToMm BcrioMHWI pacckassl noayponudeir. Oye-
BUOHO, U CpeaM Jofeil BCTpeyaloTcs TaKue, KOTophble
JIyMaloT He TOJIBKO O CBOCM BHIC.

Bosnpuroit 4EpHbBIII KOT OCTAaHOBWICSA IOA paspoc-
LLIUMCST KYCTOM € 06J10MaHHBIMU BeTBAMU. ITon nanmamu
MSATKO MPY>XXUHWINA BBICOXIIIME 1[BeThl cupeHU. OH moc-
Jlaji MBIC/Ib-BOITPOC U CTaJ XAATh.

Bckope nmosBunace Mep. OHa CKOJb3HYJa, TIPYXKU-
MasiCh XHBOTOM, IO BETBb M cena psgoM. KoHumk
XBOCTa aKKypaTHO OOEepHYJICS BOKPYT JIall.

«Hy kak, ycTaHOBIWIa KOHTAKT C IEBOYKOI1?» — crpo-
cwi-nogyMan Tupo.

B orBeTHOIT MbiciM Mep 4yBCTBOBaIach ycMelIKa:
«MeHS IPUBETCTBOBAIM... KaK JIOBLIAa KPBIC».

Tupo He cMor nmoaaBuTh oTBpalleHusa. KoHeuHo, mx
3IeIIHHUE TIOIYPOAUYM — OXOTHHUKHM, 3TO XOPOIIO U3BeC-
THO. B KOHIIe KOHLIOB OHM TbICAYU JIET MPOBEIU Ha
BapBapCcKOM TUTaHETe, e MM HyXHo ObUIO JiMOO Ipu-
cnocobutbcsa, au60 moru6Hyrs. Ho moaymats o6
HCTMHHOM Ko’OTe OJlaropomHoro poaa, kKak ob oxor-
HuKe!

Vemenrka Mep crana 3ametHeit. «Her, 1 He roHsIach
3a 3TUMHM 3BepsAMU. JlocTaTOUHO ObUIO CWIBHOM Harpas-
JICHHOM MBICIIM, U OHM Tenepb ABAXABI IOTYMAIOT,
npexzae yeM cCHoBa npuirry. [leBouka... — Mep Koneba-
nack. — OHa Gourcs 3a 6a6byuky. M ona MHOro Tpyauresl.
He moxoxa Ha OOBIMHBIX YeJIOBeYECKMX AETEHBILIEH,
GecCMBICIEHHBIX M XecTokux. OHa cyHuTaeT MeHA Ipy-
TOM».
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Tupo 3aBopuan. «Korma Mbl BriepBble OOHapyXWIH
3Ty IUTAaHETY, Mbl ObUTH APY3bsIMHU JTioAeil. Haum Mbican-
TEJIM U MX MBICJIMTEJIN XWIH BMECTE, U MEXIY HaMU ObUT
mup. Hamra MyapocTh nuTana X MyOpoCTh;, UX MYHd-
pocThb oboramana Hawy. Benb Te JIOAM OaXe BepWIH,
YTO MX BeJuKas GoruHsA — Koluka. OHM Ha3bIBaIH €&
BacT u ctpowtu xpaMsl, B KOTOpPBIX MbI Xwin. Y mogu
PanoBavCh ¥ MOYTUTEIBHO OTHOCWIMCH K TEM KO’ OTaM,
KOTOpbIe COMAIIAIMCh XWTh MnMoa ux Kpsmeir. Ho ThI
MOMHHUILb, YTO ITOCJIEOOBAIO 3a 3TUM, cecTpa? TEéMHEbIe
robl, KOraa BOXIH JII0Jei OOBSABIIN Hac 3/TOM U OXOTH-
JIUChb 32 HAMM C OTHEM M MeYOM, TOABEPrajM MbITKaM?
Haxe Te, XTo B HOBbIX XxpaMax Moawicsa CyilecTBy,
MOJHOMY JII00BM, JaXe OHM KpHYalIM, YBUAEB Hac, U
yousanu. Y Teneps MexXay HaMHM U «TIOObMH» TIPoJICria
peka cmepTU. M y Hac TOIbKO OOMH JONT — O0CBOOOAUTD
CBOMX ponuyeii, BepHee, TeX MoMypoaudeii, KTo ellié He
HACTOJbKO Orpy0es, yToOBI CJBIIIATh BHYTPEHHMII Tro-
Jloc», — XBOCT THpO XJlecTall IO TPaBe), YILH NMPYDKATHCh
K 4YepeIry, IJla3a CBEpKaJIH. /

«TH roBopMiub, Kak TpeABOAUTENb AHa», — Mep
pasrisabiBaia ero, cjierka CKIIOHUB rojoBy Habok. Tupo
C pa3fApaXeHWeM MOHSUI, YTO OHa He HCIHITHIBAeT K
HeMy noixHoro mnoureHus. Ho oH crapmuit B 3Toit
s3Kcrequuuu. Y ombiTa y Hero Gosblie.

«AHa 3HaeT «IloAeit», — oTBeTWI OH. — JlocTaToyHo
MOCYLIATh 3aMUCH B MaMATH KOpadJis, YTOObI MOHATD,
yTo oHa mpaBa. M MbI JOmkHBI ccomonmats IlepBoe
Ipasuno...»

«He mo3Bonsii BO3HMKATh SMOLMOHATBHO CBSI3Y MEX-~

23



Oy To6Goif M JIOAbMHU», — IIOCIYLUHO NPOLUTHpOBaia
Mep. — Ho MbI Begp HOJDKHBI COXPaHAThL CBOIO TalHY,
BepHo? A pacmyraio KphIC B IOMe I€BOYKM U IoOcTapa-
10Ch Y3HaTh, YyTo ¢Mory. Korma crnenymouias BcTpeya ¢
NPeIBOOUTEIAMMU?» .

«I moGsiBan B uUTIONKe, — OTBeTWI Tupo. — Ha
CKaHepe HHKaKMX coobureHuit. Kcratu, B co3sHaHUH
ManbyMKa g OOHapyXWI CTpax Nnepel HeKoil cobakoM,
KOTopas Io HoyaM yOMBaeT KollleK. JTOoro 3Beps CITycC-
KaloT Mo HoyaM B TOM HallpaBleHWM, — OH YKasal
non6opoakoM. — Byap ocTopoxHa».

«KaxeTcs, MAIBYMK OUEHL O Tebe 3a60THUTCSA, UHaYye
Yy HEero B CO3HaHMM He OBUTO OBl TAKMX CTpaxoB, —
cKkasaa-noayMana Mep. — Yro 6yneT ¢ HUM U ¢ IeBOY-
KOM, KOraa CIy4yUTCS TO, Yero MbI oracaeMmcsi?»

Ecnu 6B KOT MOr MOXWMAaTh IUIeYaMH, OBDKECHUS
Tupo cooTBeTCTBOBAIM OBl 3TOMY XECTY.

«OHMU, KaK U1 BeCh UX POJI, NOJYYaT 3aCIyXEHHOe», —
TOJIBKO TaKOi OTBeT MU MOXET JaTh YBaXalolWi cebs
ko’oT. Ho B rny6uHe mymn Tupo HCHBITHIBAI CTPaH-
Hoe coxaneHue. OH MOMHWI, KaK JI>)KMM TpeBoOXWICS O
HEM, TMOMHWI, KaK MalbyMK Hckan ero. Epynnma.
JocTaToyHO BCMOMHUTBH HCTOPHIO B3aUMOOTHOILIE HU
JIONEN M KO'OTOB, YTOOBI MO3a0bITh O TaKMX IJIYIbIX
cnabocTax.

Mep Bcrana. «[lopa 3a pa6oty, — oHa A€pHYIa CBOUM
JUTMHHBIM XBocTOM. — Jla GnarocimoBuT Benukass Bacrt
Hallle IeJio».

Tupo Toxe Bcran. «byab ocropoxHa, cecTpa. DTOT
MHD ITIOJIOH OINaCHOCTEM».

24



OH npocieawi, KaK OHa JIGFKO €KOJIb3HY/Ia B TeHb, a
MOTOM HarpaBWiIcs K TEMHOMY noMy Jlxuma. OH yxe
OTMETWI TMOAXoAsAllee JepeBO, Ha KOTOpPOeE JIETKO B306-
parbcsi. 3aTeM IPOMTH BAOJb ITO TOM BETKe, U OTTYIa OH
CMOXET IT03BaTh MaJTbYMKa U 3aIpLITHYTh B OKHO, KOTO-
poe TOT, KOHEYHO, OTKPOET, YTOObl MPOBECTH HOYL B
yI0OHOM MocTeNH, KaK U MogobaeT Ko’oTy 6JaropoaHo-
ro MPOUCXOXIEHHS.

I'rasa 3
Tenu ceywaromcsa

IMTHyB xuprnuy Horoif, J[XUM IOCMOTpeJ, KaK TOT
McyesaeT B OTBepcTHH norpe6a. TaM BHU3Y TaK XapKo U
aymrHo. OH gacT DJUMHM ellié NATh MUHYT, ITOTOM VIIET.
MoxHo ocTaBUTh KOPOOKY NMPSIMO 311€Ch, OHA €€ HaMAET.
OH mocMoTpes Ha GOJbIIOH KApTOHHBIN SIIMK. JIXKUM
MPOTALLIWI €ro BOKPYT IOMa, ITOTOMY 4YTO He CMOT Ipo-
TOJIKHYTb B AbIPY B 3a60pe, U, K CYACThIO, €I0 HUKTO He
Bumena. Ecnu Dmnu HyXHBI elé OyThUIKM, Ternepb OHa
CMOXeET BBIOpaTh.

Ho Bcrpeyn ¢ Dnnu IXuM gaxe He MOO03peBai, YTo
BCAKMII XJlaM MOXHO mnpopaBaTh. O, KOHEYHO, MOXHO
OTHECTH IycTble OYTBUIKM KOKH B Mara3uH M IOJY4YMTh
B3aMeH HoBble. Ho TyT coBceM apyroe. Mucrtep [eitn
ckasan, yro [IXHUM 3TO XOpOolLIO MpHUAyMal — pa3o-
6patbca ¢ MycopoM. U ocraBun J[>k1Ma peITbCs B X1aMe.
JIXuM Hau€n MHOXECTBO TMOJNE3HBIX IS DJUINA Bellei:
HECKOJIBKO TapeJOK OT 3aMOPOXEHHBIX ITPOXYKTOB, AT
OYTBUIOK pa3sHOro pa3Mepa U IUIaCTUKOBBI 3aHABEC IS
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BAHHOM, Y KOTOPOIo MOPBAJICS BEpX M €ro HeJib3sg ObLUIO
MOYUHHUTD.

Tupo neHMBO JNexal Ha IpyAe cTapbiX gocok. OH
Jaxe He MOPTrHyJ, KOraa MUMO MpoJieTesa YEPHO-XKEN-
Tast 6abouka. IIpouwio yxe nsaTh gHeH, Kak J>kxuMm ero
BCTPETWI, M MOKa He ObUIO HUKAKHMX OOBABICHUH O
npomaxe B raseraX. Tupo yMéH, moamyman [IxumMm. OH
Mo3BoJsieT MUCTepy Jleiuly BHIHECTH €ro Ha HOuYb, He-
MHOTO Ioroas Bo3BpaillaeTcAd B cnaibHio. HaBepHoe,
CaMbIii YMHBIN M3 KOTOB.

M3 otkpbrToro okHa goma J[eitioB JOHOCWIUCH 3BYKU
TeseBu3opa. JxuM noéxauics. Jleiutsl B mociaeaHee BpeMs
MHOTO TOBOPAT O HOBOCTAX, 0 Oecriopsinkax Ha bik-
HeM Bocroke. Bcé 310 oueHb aaneko u Jxxinma abcoaoTHO
He Kacaetcd. Mnu kacaercg? OH ¢ OGecrokoiicTBoM
BCIIOMHII, KaK MucTep Jlei1 omHaXabl YTIOMSAHY/, YTO
OH odwuuep 3amaca, M, eCIM HAYHYTCH Cepbé3Hble He-
NPUATHOCTH, €My NPUAETCS OTIPABIATHCA Ha CIYXOYy.
Muccuc [leiun Toraa ckasajia YTO-TO O TOM, YTO OHM B
TakoOM ciiyyae MNepeelyT K eé -cectpe. Cecrpa XUBET B
Mepunenae, y Heé TaM ¢epma. Hy, yTo X, eciu oHM
Tyda nmoexyT, TMPO CMOXET MmoexaTh ¢ HUMM. J[XK1M ObU1
HACTPOEH PeLUMTENIbHO. MOXHO KYIIMTh CIeLMATbHYIO
CYMKY IUIS1 KOTOB, OH BHIEJ TaKyld B peKjiaMe, U OH
no3zaborurcs, yTo6sl THpo ObUTO yIOOHO.

Ho no Tenuky Bceraa roBopAT, 4YTo Aena UAYT IUIOXO.
U HMyero Ha caMoM fejie He MPOMUCXOoOMT. 3abaBHo. A
HelaBHO B CaMOM KOHLIe HOBOCTEi YTIOMMHAJIK O TOM,
YTO B HEKOTOPBIX ropoiax McYe3aloT Kouwiku. JxuM
B3MJIAHYN Ha Tupo. KoMy MoXeT noHamoOGHUTBCS MHOTO
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KOILIEK — MPUYEM He MOPOAMCTHIX, KOTOPHIE CTOAT MHO-
ro JeHer, KaKMX OOBIMHO [OKa3bIBAlOT Ha pa3HbIX LIOY,
a caMbIX OOBIMHBIX, BCeX MOAPSAN, OOMBIIMX M MajieHb-
Kux?

— OTH JOBLHI KOIlleK, — cKasal oH Tupo, — OHM
HUKoraa Tebs He nonyyat. [la Tel MX U CaM Pa3opBELb
Ha KJIOYKH, €CJIM OHU TOJIbKO MOMNpPOOYIOT.

Tupo BBITYCTWI KOITH Y 3aliapanajl LIPOKYI0 JOCKY,
CJIOBHO OCTPWI CBO€ MPHUPOIHOE OPYXHe, FTOTOBWICH K
cxBaTtke. JIXXMM CHOBa MCIIbITAl CTpaHHOE YyBcTBO. OH
€ro yXe He pa3 MCIBITHIBAI 3a MOCICIHUE TATH AHEMH, U
€My TaK XOTeJOCh BCE 3TO KOMY-HMOYOb paccKasaThb,
paccripocurb. OH ObUT YBepeH, YTo THUPO MOHMMAET €ro
cnosa. Cobaku, HampuMep, MOHMMAIOT MHOIO CJIOB:
CHIETDb, JIeXaThb, cTosATb. Ho 3TO KOMaHABI. A KOLIKaM
HMKTO He Ja€T TaKHX KOMaHI.

PasMmbinuiasg o6 3toM, JIxum yBumen, uro Tupo mno-
BepHY rosoBy. KoT cMoTpes B JajibHUiT KOHEL[ My CThIPS.
M yepe3 Heckonbko MrHOBeHMi mosBwiack . Ho
1IU1a OHa MeUIeHHe !, YeM OObIMHO, M COBCEM He Y/bIba-
Jlach.

— B 4ém meno? — cnpocuit Ixum. — CMoTpu: MHe
paspelliIv oToOpaTh Koe-yTo i MycopiuukoB. CMoT-
PH, UTO y MeHS €CTb!

OH ABUHYN BHepeén TAXENYI0 KopoOky. Ho Jmiu He
KHHY/Tach K HeH, KaK OOBIMHO.

— baGyuika... — MeJIeHHO IMPOroBOpIIa JeBOYKa, —
OHa 3a0oesa, Ha 3TOT pa3 cepbé3Ho. Muccuc JabHu
ckasaia, Yyro 6abylIKy HYXHO MOJOXHTh B OOJBHHUILY.
Babyiky yBe3yT U... — DJUIH cAenaia 6BICTPBIA Cepau-
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TBII1 XECT M BBITEpJa JIMLIO PYKABOM CTapoOil TEHHUCKU.
— A He maMm eé ysestu! S cama Mory o Heil nosabo-
THUThCH, KaK Bceraa 3To aenana. Eit gaxe MoxHo 6onblie
He 0oATbCA KpBIC, KOrJa MeHS HeT U HEKOMY B3AThb
MeTay. Bce Xpbichl yuuid, Korga mosiBwiack Mep. S
YX0XY, a Mep 10XUTCA B KpoBaTh M JIEXUT TaM THXO, U
6abyllIKe CTaHOBUTCA JIyYllle, OHa caMa TaK rOBOpPMT!

Mep? A-a, Ta KolIKa HeOOBIMHOTrO BHAA, KOTOPYIO
eMy ogHaxIbl nmokasana . He Takas KkpacuBasi, Kak
Tupo, Xxymas M cepo-6Genad. DJUTM TOBOPHUT, YTO OHM
IpY3bs.

— A YTO roBOpHUT Bpay? — HEJOBKO cripocwt, Jxum.
OH Hagesuics, YyTo DJUTM He pacruiayercs.

— Kakoit Bpau? MbI He MOXeM JaXxe CBO3UTH 6abyii-
Ky B GonpHuiry. OHa He MOXET MATH, a Tyda OAIEKO.
Babyuika, oHa caMa 00BIMHO TOBOPUT MHE, YTO JeaTh.
Ectp MHOro pacTecHHUif, KOTOPBIMM MOXHO JICUUThCSH,
€CJIM 3Haclub UX. PaHblle 6abyirka MX McKala, U y Heé
€CThb 3aIlac CYWUEHBIX TPaB, U3 HUX MOXHO JeaTh Yaii.

DIUTH KUBET KaK OynTo coBceM B IpyroM mupe. J[xu-
My TPYAHO GbUIO MOBEPUTh, YTO OHA HE MOXET CeCTh B
MallIMHY U rocXaTh K Bpauy. Ho xakas Tam MammHa? OH
OBa OHA Hasad Bumen Kok 3iaM, Korga momoran DU
OTHECTH JOMOIl KOpOBKY ¢ MyCOpPOM, U TaM HHU y KOro
HET HUKaKHUX rapaxcif ¥ HUIKaKMX MalllMH, KpOMe CTapo-
IO U3HOILLIEHHOTO rPY30BHKa B IOJIYKBapTaJe, C KOTOPHIM
BO3WICA KaKOH-TO mapeHb. JXUM cTpaHHO ceOs 4yB-
ctBoBal Ha Kok Onu. Ha Hero Bce cmoTpenn, u
MIBYMIIKM OTITYCKAM 3aMEYaHMs, KOTOPbIX OH He
noHuMan. IToroM oHM momouUTM M Nperpagwid eMy

28



myts. Ho 3y nmoroBopwia ¢ HUMHM, U cioB e€ JIxum
TOXe He MOHsUI. Toraa MaTbUMILIKMU 3aCMESUTMCh U MPO-
rmyctwiv uX. Ho oH 4YyBCTBOBaj, YTO OMHOMY B TaKOM
MecTe eMy Obl He ITO3J0pOBWIOCS.

— Ecnm yro-HUOyab ciayyurcs, — y DIJUTH IepexBaTH-
JIO IbIXaHWe, M OHa HEHaJoJIro 3aMoiyala, HO IOTOM
npogonxwia: — Eciau ¢ 6abyuikoil yto-HUGyab ciy-
YyuTCHA, I caMa Ioeny Oomoil. Mel ¢ Mep He cTaHeM
JIOXMIATBCA, MIOKAa MCHA COAIyT B NpuIoT, a Mep oraa-
OYT KOLIaTHHKaM.

JeBouka oImycTWIACch Ha 3eMJII0 PAIOM C KOpoOKoit U
PaBHOIYILIHO MPOBEJia PyKoil MO 3aHaBecke IS Oyllia,
KOTOpY10 JIXXKMM IMOJIOXWI Ha CAMOM BEPXY. OHa faxe He
B3IJIAHY/IA Ha BElUU, IPOCTO CHIOENA, YCTAaBUBLIMCh HA
cTaphlil morped, U JULIO Y HE€ OCYHYJach U MOXYHEJIo.
Qunu 6osanack, U cTpax e€ 3apaxan Ixuma.

OH HCEJIOBKO NEPECTYI ¢ HOrM Ha Hory. Ecau yto-
To ciy4yurcs ¢ ee 6abyuukoit! Hy, kak yro-to caydymnocs
Cc MaMoH M mnanoil — ObICTpoe, IUIoXoe U O6e3 BCAKOIo

npeayTpexuaeHus!

— Tebs MoryT B3SThb NPHUEMHBIC POAUTENH, — M-
JICHHO cKa3al oH. — Kak MeHHA...

— Huxormna! — 3 pelIMTENBHO MOKayala roJio-

Boii. — S He MO3BOJI0, YTOOBI MEHS NepeaBAUIN U3 PYK
B PYKH, CJIOBHO He 3Hasl, YTO CO MHOM Jaenars. [ oBopio
Tebe, Mbl ¢ Mep noeaem nomoit. B mom 6adyiku!

— A rxe 310?..

OH CJIOBHO pacKpbUl ABEPb OMTKOM HaOUTOTrO 1IKada.
CroBa J1M NMpOTEeKIM TaK OBICTPO, OHU TaK INepeMe-
LIMBAIUCh, YTO 4acTo [IXUMy NpPUXOOWIOCH TOJBKO
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IoraneiBathecsd. Ho eMy crajo aGCoMioTHO SICHO: DIJUTH
BEPMT, YTO TIe-TO €CThb YOWUBHUTEJbHBIA JOM, BOKDPYT
Hero 1oJifg, a PAIOM KOJIOAEL € YHUCTOM XONOAHOH BO-
nmoit. Ha kycrax CTONBKO SITOA, YTO MX BCE HMKAK He
"MOTYT cobpaTh, U MHOTO KYKYpy3bl, U SI0JIOKM Ha Je-
peBbax. babyiirka TaM Xwwia OO TOro, Kak €€ MyX Hallen
paboty B ropoae. Ho moMm no-mnpexHeMy TaM, OH XIET...

— To1 3Haewp, Kak Tyaa gooparbes?

— Tynma xomur aBrobyc. MsI ¢ 6abyuikoit Tyga roe-
IIeM, KaK TOJIbKO HabepéM meHer Ha OwieTsl. S 3anucana
Ha3BaHMe OCTAaHOBKM aBToOyca. Babyika...

DJUTH BIPYT HaTrHy/ach K KOpo6Ke M CrIpsiTaia JIMLO B
3aHaBecKe, CJI0Ba €€ CMEHWIHCh BCXIUMbIBAaHUAMHU. OHa
3arUlakajia TaK CWIbHO, YTO BCE €€ MaJleHbKOE TeJo
GYKBaIbHO 3aTPACIOCH. '

M3 Tenn BHe3anHo Bbinuta Mep. ITogouuia K geBou-
Ke, MoTépiach O He€ OOKOM, IPOMKO 3aMypJbIKala.
Bpemst or BpeMeHHM KollIKa ITOOHUMala MOPAY U TEpach
HOCOM O Ty 4YacCTh LLIEKHU JJUTH, KOTOpas ObUIa BUIHA U3-
nof pyk. JI>KuM ¢ HecuacTHBIM BUIOM cuien psagoM. Emy
XOTeJIOCh VOeXxaTh; B TO Xe BpeMs OH XOTeJl CKa3aTh
DIy, KaK eMy Xallb, HO He Mor HaitTu cioB. OH Bumen,
KaK DJUIM NMpOTAHYIA PYKY M Ipiokaia K cebe Mep, Ha
B3[JIA MaJibuMKa, CIMILKOM CWIbHO, HO Mep mponon-
Xajla MypJIbIKaTbh.

ITocrenenHo peiaanHua D yroin. HakoHell oHa
MOOHsUIa TOJIOBY, Mpwxumas K cebe Mep, MkHyma u
ckasana: «f He riakca. babGyuika Bceria rOBOPUT, YTO Y
MEHA rojioBa KpeIlKo TpUBHHYEHa, U  MOIy A0OM-
Barbcsl cBoero. M 1 310 M Oymy menars!» OHa cepauro
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cMmotpena Ha JIXuMma, Kak OyaTo Xjaajia, YTo OH CTaHeT
CITOPHTb.

— HagepHoe, Tak. Tbl caenaenrs Bc€, YTO 3aiyMaelilb.

OIM KUBHYNA TaK, YTO €€ KOCHUYKM IOATMPHITHYIH.
«bonpuie 1 He Oymy rulakaTh. A Terepb, — OHa BBITYC-
Twia Mep ¥ oOpatiwia BHUMaHHE Ha KOPOOKY, KOTOpPYIO
npuHeéc JIXUM, — MOCMOTPUM Ha 3TO».

M xotp y Heé ewe GiecTtes CIE3bl Ha IEKaX, 3TO
CHOBa 6bUTa Ta Jun, KoTopyto JIxum 3Hain. OH noyyB-
CTBOBAJI cebs ropasio yBepeHHee, KOraa JeBoyka crana
TIpOCMATpUBaTh €r0 HaXOAKH, KOMMEHTHpYS M OLIEHU-
Bast KaXxIylo.

DTOoi HOYbIO JIYHbI He ObUTIO, BCE HeOO IUIOTHO 3aTs-
Hy/IM Ty4yd. Tupo ObUl KoBoJIeH. BhICKONIB3HYB U3 JOMa,
OH no3Bai. Yepe3 HECKOMBKO CEKYHI K HEMY MpPUCOeIHU-
Huiack Mep.

— CeromHs OOXHO NMpUATH coobuleHne. Haur rutan
HayYaJl OCYLECTRIAThCA C 3anaga. Jlaxe Joau, 3aHATHIC
CBOMMM [eJIaMM, 3aMCTWIN. B 3TOM LIyMHOM TeneBU30-
pe cerogHsA IMOSBIIMCh HOBOCTH OO0 YKpameHHBIX U
cOexXaBIIMX KOLIKaXx.

— Ecnu cbop Havasics, HOBOCTH AOJIXKHBI OBITH ILIO-
XUMH, — Mep Kak OyATO BCTPEBOXWIACK.

— Tbl, KOHeYHo, Mepefaia coobILIeHMS HalluuM OJy-
ponuyam? '

OHa fJaXe He cTala OTBeYaTh, M OH pELIWI, YTO
3aciayxXxwi ornoBeb. Ho TpeBora, KoTopyio OH OLIYTHI
B Heil, BbI3BaJIa ero OecrokoiictBo. OxHaKO OH He cTal
HapyllaTh MoOYaHHe, KOIJla OHM ABHHYJIHUCH B HOYb,
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npo6Gpanychk IMOA Orpagoi M HaUUIM TPOIY, XOpOLIO
CKPBITYIO OT JIIOACH M BeAyLIYI0O B CaMylO I'ylly KyCTOB.

Tupo OTKMHYN rojioBy U MUCIYCTWI HEIPOMKUHU pe3-
Kuit 3ByK. YacTh cTBoJIa AepeBa B cepeauHe 3apociied
u3MeHwIa ¢opMy, Mokas3ajioch c1abo OCBelIEHHOEe OT-
BepcTHe. YEpHBI KOT MPBITHYJI K 3TO# nBepHu, Mep 3a
HUM.

BuyTpu Kopabasa THpo ¢ yIOBOIbCTBHUEM MOTSAHYJICS.
Msrkas ynpyrocTs nojia, 3HakoMoe 3eJIeHOBaToe OCBe-
LIeHWe pPaJoBaJIO IJ1a3: MHOTOA SIPKOe COJIHIe 3TOH
TUTaHETHl ObIBaeT oYeHb HeNnpuATHO. OH MpoIUéncs Io
HeOO0JIBIIIOINI KaloTe, MPUHIOXHUBASACh, ITPOBEPSs, He ObLUIO:
JIM B MX MaJIeHbKOM KopabJie HeXelaTEIbHBIX TOCTe.

BHYTpeHHSS MOBEPXHOCTb KOCMHUYECKOH LUTIONKHA
ObUTa OOMTA TOJICTOM MSATKOM TKaHBIO M HMMeJia PEMHH,
YTOGHI KO’ OT MOT 3aKpeInUThCA MpHU cTapTe. Ecin 3aHATH
MOJIOXEHHE ITWIOTa, TO XOPOLIO BUIHA ITaHeb yIIpaBiie-
HUS C TOPSIUMMH OTOHbKAaMM, a HIDKE PsIbl PIYaXKOB,
OTBEYaIOLIMX Ha MBICIb KO’OTa.

Ho oguH — LeHTpalIbHBII — OrOHEK Ha JOCKe He
ropei, Kak npouue, poBHo. OH OBICTPO MMras 3eJ€HHBIM
cBeToM. B3rngHyB Ha Hero, Tupo 3acteur. Ilpuka3s
SIBUTbCA Ha 0a30BbIii Kopabab! XBoCT ero mEpHyscs:
HeoOxoauMa Gbuta GBICTPOTA M OCTOPOXHOCTh. Mep yxe
Jlerjia Ha I0J U NPUKperia peMeHb, PUTOTOBUBILINCH
pacciabuThCs, OCTaBIAsA ITWIOTMPOBAaHME ILTIONKHA Ha
3TOT pa3 eMy.

THpo 3aHAM MO3ULIMIO IMIWIOTa, BHUMATEAbHO IMIAAS
Ha pocKy. Hukakux npu3HaKkoB NMpUCYTCTBUA MOGINU30C-
™ mogeid. OH oTAaT MBICIEHHYI0 KOMaHIy Ha CTapT.
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W He ycrmen nepeBecTH AbIXaHME, KaK GHU yXe o[-
HSJIMCh; CKOPOCTb MNOAbEMa MpiKajla MX K MSATKO
obuBke. Tupo mpomoyrXan ClIeIUTh 3a KOHTPOJbHOMH
naHenblo. [IogHABIIMCE, OHU CTATH HOCTYITHBI ISl Ha-
GmionaTesield, MX MOXET 3aceyb pajgap Jiogeil. Ito,
KOHEYHO, He O3HayaeT OONblIOI OMacHOCTH, NMOTOMY
YTO MX MaJIeHbKas LUTIONKa MeperoHUT J1oboi yeaose-
yecKMit KopaGib, HO BCE Xe Jyylle OCTaBaThCs
He3aMeYeHHBbIMU.

Tupo He OBUT yBepeH, YTO OHM YIUIM HE3aMETHO,
MoKa LLUTIONKA He MOTHSUIACh BhIIlIe YPOBHS PEaKTUBHBIX
caMoJIETOB. Mep Jiexxana ¢ 3aKpbIThIMU I1azamu. M3ny-
YyeHHUe €€ Mo3ra CBUIETEJIbCTBOBAJIO O TOM, YTO OHa, IO
OOBIKHOBEHMIO KO OTOB, Clajia, TOTOMY YTO OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb 32 TOJIET MOJHOCTHIO JieXala Ha HEM.

BrizoB Ha 0a30BbIif KOpabnb — €0 BeJudaiilei
BaXXHOCTU. XBocT Tupo YyTh AEprajcs: B CO3HAHUHU
THpo BCIUIBIBAIM BCce MHOTOYMCIEHHBIE Ype3BbIYaifHbIE
MPOMCILECTBHUS, KOTOPbIE MOIJIM MPUBECTH K 3TOMY BbI-
30BYy. XOTH, KOHCYHO, He ObLIO CMBIC/Ia TPAaTHTh BpeMs
Ha goragku. CKopo BcE cTaHeT icHO. MBICIH ero rnepe-
i K JIxumy. Tupo nogyMat, uto 661 cKa3al Malb4yuK,
ecnu Obl y3HAT, KTO OH TaKoil Ha camoM aeie. [Tosepur
JIM MJIBYMK B pa3yMHBIX Ko 0TOB. JItoau oObIYHO mpen-
MOYMTAIOT HE 3aMeyaTh TO, YTO HE COBMAJaeT C MX
MHeHUeM. Mtu cMmeathea Hag 3THUM. [l HHUX KO’OT M
06bIYHasg KOLUKa — OJHO M TO Xe. MBIC/b O TOM, YTO
CTOJIb HEITOXOXHUI Ha HUX BUJ BIaJeeT KOCMOCOM ThICH-
YUY MX JIET, YTO OH OTKPBUI UX HE3HAYUTEJILHYIO TUTaHETY,
Korza JIIOOM eLUE XWIH B Ielliepax, TaKass MBICb 3aTpo-
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HeT TOpHOCTb JIIOAEcH, U OHM IOCTApalOTCA 3aKPHITh
CO3HaHMe, MpEeACTaBUTh 3Ty MBICIb KaK HEUYTO COBep-
IIeHHO HeBEepOSTHOE.

Kaxk oH HemaBHo roeopuwi Mep, He Bceraa ObUIO Tak.
THpo MOMHWI UCTOpHYEeCKHE JIEHThI. 2KapKkas OKpYXEH-
Hasl IMyCTbIHAMM 3eMJIA 32 MOpeM (Terepb JIIOAU Ha3bIBalOT
e€¢ ErurrroMm), rme Ko’OoThl M JIIOAM BCTPEYAIMCh KakK
YecTHble M paBHble Apy3bs. Ho ero Hapomx oxasaics
CIIMILIKOM JOBEPYUB, CIMILKOM JOBEPSUI CIIOCOOHOCTAM
JIofe MBICIUTD JIOTUYECKH, HE MOAaBasCh 3MOLMAM.

M ckonb MHOTMM U3 €ro Hapoja Tornaa IOHpaBWIach
9Ta IUTaHeTa, OHU XWIH 3[eCh, PACTIIM JAETEMH. A IIOTOM,
KOTJa ITOYTH BCIO 3eMJII0 OXBaTiUIa BOifHa, KO OTHI OKa-
3IMCh 3aXBayeHBbI YXacoM, CTpaxoM H cMepTbio. U
TOoraa cpegy CaMUX KO’OTOB MHEHMS pa3leINCh.

Hekoropble yneTenu, mMoceJIWINCh Ha APYTUX TUIaHe-
Tax M XWIiKM B Mupe. OHM CYUWUTAIM, YTO MCTUHHAs
JIOTMKa YTBEPXAAeT: KOHTAKT C 3TOi IUIaHETOH HeBO3-
MOXEH, a TeX pOOMYCii, YTO Ha Hell OCTAIHUCh, HYXHO
3a6bITh. I Kakoe-TO BpeMs 3TO MHEHHE TOCIOACTBO-
BaJIO.

Ho y kxo’oToB Bceraa coxpaHsulach CHOCOGHOCTB K
MMOMCKaM HOBOTO — IMOXaTyid, eQUHCTBEHHas YepTa,
oburag y Hux c moabmu. [Jozxe Ko’oThl CHOBa pac-
MPOCTPAaHWINCh B 3TOil YaCTHU TaJlaKTUKH, U MOGeanIo
Opyroe MHEHHeE.

YenoBek ObICTpO HAET K CaMOYHHMYTOXeHHI0. OH
MOXET CKOPO COBCEM HCYE3HYThb — B SPOCTHOM BCIUIEC-
K€ 3MOLMH, WIX OTpaBUT cobOcTBeHHbI MHMp. Ho Ha
IUIaHETE BCE €ILE XUBYT UX POAMYM, YACTHUHO Nopabo-
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‘méuHble. Y1 MccnemoBarenM KO’OTOB COCTAaBWIM IUIAH.
Te poayyM, KOTOpbIe He CIMUILIKOM U3MEHWIUCh U CIO-
COOHBI BOCIIPMHUMATh MBICJICHHBIE MPU3BIBBI KO’OTOB,
JOJDKHBI OBITh BbIBe3eHbl. OHM BHECYT HOBYIO 3HEPTrHY-
HYIO CTpYI0 B ApEBHHUil poi Ko’oToB. Jlonrue romsl
M3THaHUSA BpraGOTaJIi/l Yy HUX OCOOEHHOCTH, KOTOPBIX
HBIHE HET Yy YHCTOKPOBHBIX KO’0TOB. M Teneph TONBKO
crapeiiliiie Ha 06a30BOM Kopabjie — YHCTOKpPOBHBIE
ko’oThl. A cam Tupo M ApyrMe pa3BeTUMKM 00JamaloT
U3PSIIHONM JONeHM JYyXOoi HacaeACTBEeHHOCTH. DTO He-
00XOaUMO 111 KCIIEPUMEHTA.

Ho BpeMsa 3KcrepyMeHTa NMOAXOAUT K KOHLUY. Tupo
JoragblBajics, KaKUMHM HOJDXHBEI OBITh HOBOCTH, €CIIHU
3BaKyalMd JeiCTBUTENbHO Hayanack. CKOMBKO ellé Bpe-
MEHM NpPOHIET, MpeXIe 4YeM YeJOBEeK ITOMbITaeTcs
YHUYTOXHTD CBOIO IUIaHeTy? Mecslbl, HeoeJH, MOXET,
nHu? HaBepHoe, yXe cerogHs OHH 00 3TOM Yy3HAlOT.

T'nasa 4
ITocrednuii npuxa3i

Kopabnb-pa3zBequynk akKypaTHO BIIMCAICA B LLUTIO3 Ha
BHelllHEM o0Gone Gosbioro 6azosoro kopabid. Ycibl-
ILIaB 3BOHOK, O3HAYAIOILIU1, YTO MOJET OKOHYEH, Tupo u

“Mep ocBO6OIWIMCH OT peMHEl U NMepelUIH B OCHOBHOM
Kopabnb. ToporuiuBo ImpoGexaB Mo Y3KOMY KOpHUIOpPY,
OHM OKa3aJIiMCh B OOJIbIUIOKH BHYTPEHHEH KaloTe.

OOG6bYHas caMOyBepeHHOCTh THpO clierka yBsia. Benb
37ieCh OH BOBce He crapeimuuit Ko’or. Hanpotus, ooy
U3 MOJIOABIX WICHOB 3KWIIaXa, U €My He Iojaraercs
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IoChUIaTh MbICJIEHHBbIE CUTHAIBI, €CJIK €0 He MPUITIAcAT
K Becene. BMecTte ¢ Mep OH cen y CTeHbl U NMPUTOTO-
BWICS CNyLIaTh.

Ha Marxux nogyiukax B LEHTpe TMOMEIIeHUs Jiexana
npeaBoauTebHULA AHa. A psioM ¢ Heit — @neau. Yl
Tupo BcTanu AbIGOM, Koraa oH yBumen dnegu — cra-
peitiiero M3 crapeiunx. @Oaeau M3 BceX 3HAKOMBIX
Tupo Haxomwics Oapke BceX K pmczuibﬂomy KO’OTY.

Iiepctp y Hero He XEnTag M He pbDKas, a CKopee
cMech Toro M apyroro. J/laxe B 3eJIeHOBaTOM OCBEILIEHUH
.KopabJist oHa CBepPKacT, CIOBHO KaXIbIil BOJIOCOK BBIKO-
BaH M3 JAparoleHHoro MeTamna. bonpuiMe rnasa
MPOH3UTENIbHO 3eJIEHoro 1Bera. OH KpyIlHee BceX oOc-
TIBHBIX CaMLIOB; XBOCT €ro BEJIMYECTBCHHO OOBMBaeT
Kpad TIOAYLUKH, KaK 3HaMs, U OH MOXeT B Jioboit
MOMEHT MOJHSTh €0, NMpU3bIBasg K AeHCTBUAM.

AHa nexana, ycTtpouBuuch noyno6Hee. Ilepcts y
Heé cepebpHUCTO-cepast, Iia3a ToXe 3eJEHbIe, YTO CBOM-
CTBEHHO BceM Ko’oTaM OsaropogHoit Kpou. OHa
ocMaTpHBaJia coOpaBLUMXCS, 3aMcyas OyKBaJIbHO BCE
BOKpYr. Tupo O6bUT pax, YyTo OoHM ¢ Mep NpUIUTH He
nocineAHUMU. 3aTauB AbIXaHUC, BOLUIH €llE ABa pa3Be/-
YyHKa MU CeIM PAIOM C HUMHU.

«J1o6po moxajioBaTb, — TIIocaia AHa MbICJIEHHOE
MPUBETCTBHE, KaK MogobaeT crapeiillieMy Mo OTHOIle-
HMIO K MIaaiuuM. — PaboTa MAET Xopolio, HO €€ HYXHO
yckoputb. [locnywaiire @neau M y3Haiire, rmoyeMys.

«OcTtanoch cOBCceM HEMHOTO BpeMeHU, OpaThd U céc-
Tpbl, — KpYIJIble HeMuramoluve rasza Oneau obouum
BCEX; Ha KaXAOM OH 3aJepXuBal B3raa. — Jlomu
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JBUXYTCSI K CAMOYHMUTOXCHMIO OBICTpee, YeM MBI Ha-
geaauchk. S coGCTBEHHBIMM YIIaMM CJIbILIAI, KaK OHH
IUIAaHUPYIOT HEOXHIAHHOE HamaJeHWe Ha ApYTHX JIo-
aein. TaxoBbl 3Tu mwoau! YBumeB IOpyr Apyra, OHU
Ha4YMHAIOT BOpYaTh M BBIMyCKaloT Kortu. YeM OvicTpee
HMICYE3HYT OHM U3 BPEMEHM M NPOCTPAHCTBA, TEM JIy4llle
IUISL OCTaNbHBIX (opM XHU3HM. Ho HaM HyXHo BbIION-
HUTh Hally 3ajadyy. AHa Irocnajla JUIBHUI CUTHaJI U
noayyuwia oteeT. JlecaTh kopabJieil B ITyTH, OHHU YXE B
npenenax 3roif cucrtembl. Hamiyn 3aGbeTele GpaThd H
CECTPHI JOIXKHBI OBITH FOTOBBI K OTIETY. M mockonbKy
JaXxe IecATh Kopabyieit — Oo4YeHb MaJio, HalUU OpaThs U
cécTpbl B mojére OymyT cmatb. MM He morpebyercs
MUTaHHe U OHM 3aWMYT OYeHb HEMHOIO MeCTa, IMoKa
HaxogATcA B KocMoce. Ho maxe INMpu TakuX yCJIOBUSX A
He 3Hal0, CKOJIBKO MBI CMOXEM BBIBE3TH».

AHa 1ueBeNbHYyNIach. « MBI JOJXKHBI B39Thb BCeX, KTO
OTBCTUT Ha Halll PU3BIB!»

Mbicab e¢ npou3Besia BIieyaT/JIeHHE yaapa BhITyLIcH-
HBIMU KOITAMH. «OHM — Hauu poauyr. Heyxenu Mbl
OCTaBMM HUX, U OHM OYAYT CTpamaTh OT TOrO, YTO AeNAIOT
JTIoau?»

Mep cneauna 3a AHOM, CKpbIBasg cOGCTBeHHbIC MBIC-
mu. Heyxenu Bce JTIOAM TakK 3/7bI, KaKk €& yqwin?
HeKoTophIX MOJNOABIX BITOJHE MOXHO CYMTaTh Ge3Bpes-
HBIMM, JaXe HEMHOTo JOCTOMHBIMM JoBepusa. BeuepoMm
Biu noncawiack ¢ Mep cymnoM, XoTd KoO’OIlIKa 3Haja,
YTO JeBOYKa 0YeHb rOJIOHA M MOIJIa CheCThb BCE caMma. A
B JaIEKOM TNPOILTOM pa3Be JIIOAM M KO OTbl He XWIH B
-Mupe? Heyxenmn Henb3si XoTs Obl JIYYIIMX M3 JIOeil
NnpeaynpeauTh o HagBuramwuieiica 6ene?
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HeoxuaaHHO cOOCTBEHHbIE MBICIM BHI3BAIM B HEM
yxac. Ko’oT He MoxeT 1oBepATH YenoBeky. Jlionu Moryr
OBbITb MHTEPECHBIMMU, JaXe MPUATHBLIMM B IOHOCTH, HO
Koraa BelpacraloT... JlocraroyHo TIPOCMOTpETh 3aIUCH,
MOCMOTpPETh, BO YTO OHHM IPEeBPaTWIM COOCTBEHHYIO
IUTAHETY, YTOObI MOHATh, KAKOBHI OHU Ha caMOM JgJie.
OHa JoMXxHa ciaeauTh 3a coboif, Bcerga MNpPHAECPXKM-
BaTbCd MUCTUHHOM JIOTUKU KO’OTOB.

KoHuuk xpoct Tupo aépHynca. 3HaYuT, KOHel] YeJlo-
BeueCTBY NPUIET JaXe GBICTpee, YeM OHU PacCYUTHIBATH.
OH 3HaeT cooOuieHMs, BUIAEN JIEHTBI, NMPHHECEHHbBIC
JPYTMMM pa3BeqyHKaMH. JIIoAM MOCTpOWIN OrpoMHbBIE
MallMHBI CMEPTU U TOTOBHI ITYCTUTh UX B Xod. MoXeT,
KaKMe-TO M3 VX TOpOIOB MCYE3HYT B OFHEHHOM AOXIE.
HWnu emié xyxe: poIudy Moru6HYT OT A4a B Bo3ayxe. B
YeJIOBEKe €CTh YTO-TO NMKOE — €CTh OHO M B MOy PO/IM-
Yyax; YeJOBEK HUKOTa He YIOBIEeTBOPSAETCS JOCTUTHYThIM,
X0oYeT Bcé OToOpaTh y APYTMX, XOUET 3aCTABUTH APYTUX
CJIyXHUTb cebe, Kak MallIMHBI cay>KaT Ko’otaM. Ho ko’oTbl
MpaBAT MAIUMHAMM, @ HE CBOMMHU POIMYAMM.

Yacrbio co3HaHus Tupo ciayiian ¥ 3almoMHHAT MH-
CTPYKLIMH NMpPeABOIUTEIbHULIBI AHBI O TOM, KaK GhICTpee
CO3BIBaTh U TPaHCMOPTHUPOBaTh nojypoaudeil. OH cnbr
wast, Kak Oream ewe ABaxXabl Mpeayrpeaw], YTo BpCMCHHU
ocraércsi coBceM Mano. Hy, oHu ¢ Mep ycraHoBAT
CUTHAJ, KaK TOJbKO BEPHYTCS K cBoeii craHLuU. U Bce
MOJYPOAHYH, B KOTOPBIX OCTAIOCH XOTb HEMHOIO OT
HCTHHHBIX KO’OTOB, YCJAbIWIAaT M npuayT. OHM cMOIyT
rnepeBe3TH MHOTHX Ha uuﬁonxc, a KOIjia NpUIyT OCTaIb-
Hble Kopaliu...
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Jxum. Tupo He mMoHuMal, royeMy BAPYT B €ro co-
3HaHUM BCIUTbUT 00pa3 JIxuMa. ManbynK — BCEro JHILb,
yeJoBeK, THpO WHCIONb30BaJll €ro, YTOOBI INPHUKPHLITH
WCTHHHYIO CYIIHOCTh CBOeil MMccuu. [IXuM — 31O
KJII0Y, C MOMOIIBI0 KOTOporo THpo MPOHUK B OAMH U3
IOMOB B LIEHTpE ropoia M yXe OTTyda CMOT YCMEILIHO
neitcrBoBaTh. I1oKoeHUS Moaeit MCMTOIB30BATH KOLIEK
M OPYTUX XUBOTHBIX C rOpa3fgo MeHee «4YeJIOBEYHBIMM»
LICJIIMU.

Ho noyeMy-1o xXo’oTy 6bUTO HeloBKO. OH BCITOMHMWII,
Kak nanelpl JIKuMMa 4YewyT y Hero 3a yluaMM, Kak
MaJIBYUK pasroBapuBacT ¢ HUM. KOHe4yHO, OOBIYHBIN
YyeJI0OBeYeCKMil B3IOp, BpoAe TOTO, KaK KpacuB Tupo
M TOMy nmnoaoGHoe. MoXeT, €ClIM YelaoBeK elle
MOJIOJ...

Tupo HeoXMAAaHHO MOHSUI, YTO TpeaBOAMUTETbHULA
AHa pasrasgbiBaeT cro. M moayman, a He ciam JM OH
ceityac cBou MbIcau oTkpbrTo. Kak rrymo! OHa cMoTpe-
Jla Ha Hero oYyeHb BHMMATEIbHO, M OH OLUYLLaJ, KaK cé
MILYLIAss MBIC/Ib MPOHUKAET B €ro Mo3r. JIOJIXXKHO ObITh,
OHa IOYYBCTBOBaJla WIM J0Oragaaach, YTO OH OTBIEKCS.
Passequuky He monaraercst Tak cebs Bect! OH He
KOTCHOK.

Ho Bor npeaBomuTenbHHLIa AHa BBIMPSIMWIACh BO
BeCb CBOM pocT — oHa He Hipke Peau, u e€ cepebpuc-
TO-cepasl IIKypa OTTEHsUIa ero SIpKo-30JI0THUCTYIO.

«Kaxos IlepBruiit 3akoH pasBemuuka?» — MO3r eé
TIOCJIaT BOTIPOC C SIPOCTBIO, KaK XBOCT MOXET XJIECTHYTh
B IHEBeE.

Crnyiaroue Ko’oThl 3allie BeIWIMCh. THPO OLIyIIad
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MX yauBiIeHHe. AHa He Xgarta otBeta. [louyru cpasy 3a
BONPOCOM OHa caMa npouuTHpoBaia [lepBpiit 3aKoH:
«Ko’oT ecTb K0’OT, OH He CTAHOBUTCA OJIM30K HM C KEM,
KpOMe TeX, KTO TPUHAIUIEXUT €ro KpOBU».

Konuuk xBocra Tupo népHyncsa. CauikoM TOYHBII
OTBET Ha €ro pa3MBILUIEHUS HECKOJbKO MIHOBEHHMIA
Haszag. KakuM-To 0o6pa3oM... KakKMM-TO obpa3oM AHa
noraganack! M Tyt xe Tupo moyyBcTBOBal, KaK €p3aeT
Mep. OHa u3anyyana Tak, Kak KOTEHOK, ITOMMaHHBIA 3a
KaKMM-TO HEJIOTUYHBIM AeiictBUeM. Mep? Moxer, AHa
Ha cCaMoOM fleJie CMOTpeJia He Ha Hero, a Ha ero CIyTHHU-
y? OH Xe mpeaynpexngalr Mep; Kxoraa oHU OCTaHyTCS
HaelIWHe, OH TBEPAO BBICKAXET €il, K YeMy MOTYT IpH-
BECTH ITOXOOHBIC IJIYTIOCTH.

«I[TomHuTe, — mpogomkana AHa, — JIIOAAM HeJb3s
IOBEPATb. DTO HE Te JIIOAM, YTO MPUBETCTBOBAJIM HAC Ha
3roil miaHere. I HUX Mbl MEHBIUME CYIIECTBa, C
KOTOPBIMU MOXHO ITOMIpaTh U BBIOPOCUTD, KOTAA HaIo0-
ecT. Mexnoy HamM HeT poacTBa. Y mycTs HMKaKue ITyTibie
YyBCTBa K HUM Bac He 3aJcHyT. ECIH OHM YHUYTOXAT
CBOI1l MMP, TO CIOCNAIOT 3TO CO3HATEJIbHO, ITOTOMY YTO B
cepauax Mx 3no. To, YTO XIET MX, BBIPOCIIO U3 CEMEHH,
MOCaXEHHOTO UMM Xe; MBIl B 3TOM He y4yacTByeM. JlaB-
HbIM-JaBHO HAlUW TpeIBOOUTEIN HOITYCTWIH OUIMOKY,
KOTa MPHUIUTH B 3TOT MMP; OHU CYMTAIH, YTO JIOAU
MOTYT OBITh HalUMMH APY3bSIMH, UTO OHU paBHBI HaM. U
NpeIBOAUTENN HALLUTH CPEIU JII0eil TaKHX, KOro MOXHO
6bLU10 HayYUTh BocipUHUMaTh Mbicau. Ho mionu y3HaBa-
JIN Bc€ OoAabllie, U pociia UX TOPAOCTb U XagHOCTb. X
NpeIBOIUTENN HE TOBOPWIM MM, YTO YEJIOBEK — BCETO
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JMILIb OfHAa M3 pa3yMHbIX (GopM XHU3HHM, YTO HYXHO
HaYYMTbCS XUTh BMECTe Ha MaJIeHbKON IUIaHETe, Ha-
VUUTBCA HEIUTh €€ M XUTb B Mupe. HeT, MX monHbie
rOpJIOCTH MPaBUTENH 3asBIUIH, YTO BCS TUIaHETa U BCE,
YTO Ha Hel, MPUHAMLIEXUT OTHHUM TOJNBKO JIIOISIM, U OHU
MOTYT ITOCTYTIaTh, KaK UM B3ayMaeTcad. MoryT no cBoeit
BOJIe HECTH CMEpPTb, JaXe CBOMM poaudyaM. Tak OHH
XWIH U Telepb OHU JOJIKHBI YMEPETh».

310 npasaa, cornacwica Tupo. Bce Ko’oThl 3HaIOT
aTy npapay. [TocTyrixu nioneit OTBpaTUTENbHBI M B KOH-
1I¢ KOHLOB MPUBEAYT K MX YHHYTOXeHUI0. THpo ciblan,
YTO BCE MOCBHUIAIOT MBIC/IH-COIJIacUs. '

Ho 1yt BMemtanca ®nean. «Jlroqgn — He Halle aeo.
JyMmaiite, KO’OTBI, TOJIBKO O HallMX poaudYax. Terepn
BO3BpalllaiTeChb Ha MeCTa U YCTaHABRIMBAITE CUTHAJIBI.
BpeMeHM Yy Hac Majo, M 3TO Balla npsiMas o0Os3aH-
HOCTDb».

Mep Monuyana, ycTpauBasch B peMHSX. THPO TIOBEI
LUTIONKY Hasad. OT 6a3oBoro Kopabiig BeepoM palnieTa-
JIMCh ApYTHE pa3BeIYUKH, Bce IO CBOMM paifoHaM. THupo
YCTaHOBWI KypC M CJEOWI, YTOOBI MX NMpHU3eMJIeHHEe He
OOHapYXWIH.

«3Ta YyeyoBeyecKass BOMHA YXacHa».

Mep yauBmIa ero CBOMM HEOXHIAHHBIM 3agBICHUEM.

«Tol BUpena 3amucu. JIioaM MOCTOSHHO M300peTaloT
BCE GoJiee CTpaILIHOE OpYXHe».

«Ho Beop ecTb M Takue JIIOOU, KOTOpbie BHICTYIAIOT
NMPOTHB 3TOr0 OPYXHS, INMBITAIOTCA OCTAHOBHUTH BOWMHBI.
3TO TOXE €CThb B 3aITUCAX».
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«OyeHp HeMHorve. 1 mpoTHB HMX BCe OCTAJIbHBIE»,
— HamoMHui ¢it Tupo.

«Xanp. Bcé-Taku B HUX ecTh 4yTo-TO Xopoiuee. C
HMMU MOXHO AoroBopuThcsi. KoHeyHO, OHM HHUXe
KO’OTOB — MOXET, NMOTOMY YTO He yMEIOT IOoChLUIaTh
Mbican. Eciy 661 OHYM XOTh MHOIJA MOIJIM COCOUHATHCS
MBICJIEHHO, KaK COeJUHAeMCI MBI, UX JUKOCTb ObLUIa ObI
nob6exaeHa. Ecin xorma-to oHM MOIVIM CHBIILATH MbIC-
JIY, TIoueMy He MOTYT ceifyac?»

Tupo ropawics CBOMMHU HCTOPHYECKHUMHU TTO3HAHUSA -
Mu. «Kak rosopwia mnpeIBOoAMTEIbHHMLA AHa, TaKHMX
Bcerga Obulo HeMHoro. M maxe Torma ObUIM BOMHBI U
y6uiictBa. T'oBOpAT, B OOHOH M3 TaKMX BOMH GBUIH
YHUUTOXEHBI OaXe XUBIIMe B XpaMe bacrt, m nocne
3TOro HUKTO yXe HEé MOr C/bIlaTh Hamu Mbicau. U
JoaQd 3a0bUTH 00 3TOM. A TOTOM IPHIUIM YYXaKH,
KoTtopslie 0 bact u He BcrmoMHWwin. OHY pa3Be3/M HALIMX
poauycit B JaIEKUe MeCTa, Ie UM NPHUILIOCh JOObIBaTh
MMILY, YYUThCS YOHUBaTh, YTOOBI €cTh. — THpO B3ApoOr-
Hyn. — Hamm pomyym 3a6bU1M coGCcTBEHHOE BBICOKOE
MPOUCXOXIEeHUE, YTPAaTWIN CBOU chocoGHOCTn, HO HHU-
KOorjga OHM He caaBalMCh YeloBeKy, HHUKOIAA He
MPU3HABAIM €ro Xo3saMHoM. M 3To ToxXe NnocTaBHIM HaM
B BUHY».

«Y HEKOTOPBIX JIOAeH Y CaMUX HUYETO HET», — 3aMe-
Tiwia Mep.

«[lenuTbcss — He B MX NPUPOJE».

«3T0 He Bceraa Tak. JleBouka DJUTH AETHTCS CO MHOI».
. Tupo moBepHyn ronomy. «Cecrpa, momHu Ilepsbrit
3axoH. MBI JOJDKHBI BHINIOJTHUTH CBOIO MMccHIo. JIydne,
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ecJIM ThI OoJbllie He 6ymaelib BCTpeyaTbes C 3TUM YeJio-
BEYECKHUM PEOEHKOM>».

«JIyuire ckaxu 3To cebe, OpaT, — Iocjanta OTBETHYIO
Mbicib Mep. — Heyxenn Mmanbyuk JIXUM Tak 3aKOCHeE
BO 3JIe, YTO ThI €ro HeHaBuauus? A cnegwna 3a To0OIA.
OH, BO3MOXHO, HEe OYeHb XOPOILI B YTEHHUM MBIC/IE, HO
OTKyIa OH 3HaeT TBOE HMA? 3HAYUT, ThI IOMBITAJICA
MOCHUTaTh €MY MBICIb».

«9TO He 3alpelleHo, — 3amMmanca Tupo. — Mbsr
MOXEM MCIOJIb30BaTh 3TH CIIOCOOHOCTH, YTOOHI 3aKpe-
muthesa. Ho 3To He HacToAILMIA ITOCHUT MBICIH, Y HE€ HET
YETKOCTH».

OH ynosun ycMewrky Mep u paccepawicsd. CIUIIKOM
6BICTPO OTBETWI, CJIOBHO YCTBIIWICSA TOrO, KaK MPUBJIEK
BHuMaHue [Ixuma. Ho 3TO BrosHe B HOpMe, BCSIKHIA
pa3BeIYMK IMOCTYIWI ObI Tak Xe. JlaBHO yXe ycTaHOBJIe-
HO, YTO C OeTbMM Jierye BCTYNMaThb B CBfA3b, YEM CO
B3pocabiMM. M craHmapTHOe NpaBWIO TaKOBO: KOIAa
HYXHO OCHOBaTh 0a3y, HeoOXoAUMO BHayajie CBA3AThCS
Cc peGEHKOM.

OH 3akpbUl cBOé co3HaHMe. Ecau Mep XoueT aypa-
YUTbCHA, MYCTb. B KOHLIe KOHLIOB OHM 3I€Ch HEHAIOJrO.
WM panu mocnenHuit npukas. OTHBIHE Y HUX TOJIBKO
OlHa O0S3aHHOCTb: COOP M HaIpaBJIeHHE TeX POAUYEN,
KOTOpbIe YCABIILUAT UX MPU3bIB, 3BaKyalus ¢ MUpa, KO-
TOPOMY TIDO3UT I'ubeJb.

Ilxum npocHyiaca. CTossio paHHee yTpo, a B Horax
€ro KpoBaTH He JIEXUT CBEPHYBIIWIICA YEPHBIA KITyOOK.
Tenepb oH BcmoMHWI, YTO THpPO BeuepoM He MAYKaI Ha
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JepeBe Y OKHa, He MpPOCWI BITyCTUTh ero. BepHynochk
6eCIoKOMCTBO, OXBaTHBIlIce MATBYMKa, KOr1a KOT Ucue3
B nepBblit pa3. CMLIKOM JIeTKo BcrioMuHaetes Peke, u
MOJHbIE MalllMH JOPOTH, M BCE IUIOXOE, YTO MOXET
CIIyYUThCA C HEOCTOPOXHOM Kolkod. Y1 oH He cMor
MPOCTO JIEXaTh M XIATh.

Manpuuk ToporuMBo openca. K cyacrtbio, ceifyac
KaHUKYJIBI U B LLIKOJY UATH He HyXHo. OTKpbIBasg ABEpPb
CMJIbHM, OH YCJIBIILIA, KaK 3a3BOHWI TeleOH — IpoM-
KO BHHU3Y M INpPUITYLIEHHO B cranbHe. [loToM 3BOHOK
npekpaTwics. JlomxHo ObITh, OMUH U3 JleiU1oB OTBETHII.
Tupo!.. Het, HMKTO TaKk paHO He CTaHET 3BOHMTb M3-3a
Kota. Y BooO1ue Majsio KTo 3HaeT, YTo y JIXrMa ecTh KOT.
OH cTapajicl YCIIOKOUTBCH, CIIYCKAfACh B KYXHIO.

OTKpBIB 3a[HIOI0 ABepb, MaJbYMK Bbllea. PaHHee
yTpoO, MPOXIagHO, HO CKOPO CHOBa HayHETcA xapa. Kak
TaM crnpanisercs 3uin? Jra yXKacHas crapas KOMHaTa
B OTBPAaTUTEJIBHOM OOME; TaM, HNOJKHO OBITh, XapkKo,
KakK B Ie4M. A yTo OyaeT ¢ DJUIH, ecliM ee 6abylIKy Bcé-
TaKu YBe3yT B OonbHHULYY? OHa roBopuia, 4YTo y6exurT,
€C/IM OCTaHeTcs ogHa. UM rnoxoxa Ha Mep, Ha Tupo.
I>xuM He Mor cebe MpeACTaBUTh, YTOOBI MOXHO ObUIO
JEeBOYKY WM KOLIEK 3aCTaBUTh JEJaTh TO, YeIrO OHU HeE
XOTAT.

Yepes 3a60p nepeieTesio YEPHOE MYLUMCTOE TeJo.

— Twupo! — B ronoce [Ixuma npossyyano obierye-
HHe. — I'me TbI O6bUT, cTapuK?

Kot motépcst o ero ronsle HOrM, M MalbYuK OITyC-
TWICA M OOHsU1 ero. TMPO MO3BOMWI 3TO. TOJNILKO. Ha
OIHY-[BE CEKyHAbI, IOTOM PEIUIMUTE]IbHO BHICBOOOIIIICS
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M IBUHYJCA K OOMY, OIJIAABIBAsCh, MSIy4a, IPHU3bIBas
MOTOPONUTHCA. BeceM MOAUMHSIIOLUMMCS JIOTMKE Cylliec-
TBaM IOopa 3aBTPaKaTh.

JI>XKMM HaKOpMWI KOTa, IMOTOM ITOJIOXMI eObl cebe.
OH pelran, CTOUT JM H06aBUTh ellu¢ 6aHaH, Koraa rnos-
BWwiIca MucTep Jleitn.

— JIxum? Xopoiuo, yro Tol yxe Bcran. Ckaxu Map-
rapeT, YTo s [0 JOPOre BHIMbBIO YAIIKY Kode U MO3BOHIO,
KaK TOJIbKO Y MeHS TOABATCA HOBOCTH, — OH IOMOJIYal
HCIOJITO, KaK OGyOTO XOTeN YTO-TO H00aBUTh. [IxuM
BUHOBATO BCTaJl MeXIy HMM U Tupo. MoxeT, onarb
HAYHET HACUET «KOPMJICHHS 3TOTrO XMBOTHOIO B JOMeE».
— Cnyiuait, He BOJIHyWcA, — MUcTep Jeir cMoTpen Ha
Hero, He Ha KoTa. — MbI Bcé ycrpouM. Eciu Mapraper
yemeT, Thl mnoenaelub ¢ Helt B MepwieHn. Tebe tam
MOHPABUTCs: TaM Topa3o Jyvllle, YeM JIETOM B ropoje.
Hy, noxa...

M oH Bwiwen, npexne 4eM XXMM CMOr OTBETHUTb.
3HayuT, OHU Ha caMoM Jiesie cobupalorca B MepwieH.
JIX¥M moymasl o CBoeif KOIMWIKE HaBepXy: XBaTUT JIH Y
HEro AeHer, YTOOBI KYMUTh CYMKY ISl TTIepeHOCKH KoTa?
Ecnu He XBaTUT, MOXET, MOMCKATh GYTHUIKM Ha Npoja-
xy. Ha stoT pa3 He mnsg D/iu: OeHbIM HYXHBI eMy
camMoMy. OH oTJioXwi 6aHaH M Hayal Hape3aTb XieO.
Tupo o6bsryHo 1o yrpaM cnian. Hy, nagHo, JIXuM 3akpo-
€T ero, 4yroO6Bl HaWTH MOTOM, €CJIM Hago Oymer
MOTOPOTIUTHCA.

MoxeT, MO3BOHUTb B Mara3uHbl, CIPOCUTh O LIEHE
cyMku? JIXxuM XeBaJl Bcé ObICTpee U ObICTpee, AyMas O
Gynyiiem.
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I'nasa 5

Mwvt HattOém dom...

Huyero nHTepecHOro WIM IOJIE3HOTO B Mycope He
Hanuiock. JIXXMM TOJNBKO Aesial BUA, YTO paboTaeT: eMy
TMOCTOSHHO NMPUXOIWIOCH MOATOHSATD ce0sl, HO pa3MBIlLI-
JIeHUs1 BCE-TaKM OfojJeBaIU. B Komuike y Hero Iirh
JOJIJIapoB: OH MpoBepwI Nepen yxomoM. OgHako cyMKa
IUIS KOLUEK CTOWT BIBOE JOPOXeE, €CIM OHAa K TOMY Xe
eIl ocTalach B MpOAaXe.

O pamyeTcd IeHcaM M JIECATUIIEHCOBHMKAM, HO

- JIxxuMy Terepb HYyXHO Oonblille M moGricTpee. Muccuc
Jleitn cxazana MaTpYMKY NMpaBAy, KOrAa CIyCTWIAch M3
CHJIbHM ITepel ero yxogoM u3 noma. PaHHuit TenedoH-
HBIT 3BOHOK — M3 1Taba pe3epBUCTOB. Mucrepa deitvia
MpU3BATIH Ha BoeHHYyo cryx0y. ITorom muccuc deitt
BKJIIOYIWIA pagMo Ha KyXHe, U TaM MHOIO TOBOPWIM O
Gecropaakax 3a MopeM. JIXKMM HOBOCTel ITOYTH He
CIyllIaJl, TaK KaK €ro MOIIOTWIA MBICHb O IIOKYIIKE
CYMKH ISl TIEPEHOCKM KOIIEK.

— TIlo3BoHio ceromusa JDnmn3aber, — Muccuc [eitn
BBIKJIIOYWIA Pagvo, He JOXHAAACh KOHLA Iepeaayn. —
Ham cob6patbca Hegonro. MoxeT, yeieM B TOT Xe ACHb,
yro u Pobepr.

TeM He MeHee, KaK Tenepb BcmoMuHa J/IXUM, OHa He
cKa3ana, Kakou AeHb 3To O6ymeT. CKoJBKO Xe y Hero
BpeMeHU? Ara — OyTbUIKa M3-mog Koku! OH momoGpan
e€ u3 6aka. [la, Lienas, e€ MOXHO CIAaTh — 32 HECKOIBKO
rieHHU. CKOJIBKO K€ TaKuX OYTBUIOK €My HYXHO...

OH He cras nponesath Yepe3 3a6op Ha MycTeipb. Ha
3TOT pa3 OH IPOCTO 000LIEN JOCKH, OCTaBIeHHbIE pabo-
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YyuMHU Bo aBope. XXM 3Hal, YTo DJUTH OYMCTIIA ITorped
OT BCEro NPUIOIHOIO I MPOJaXH, HO OH BCE PaBHO
PeLII MMOCMOTPETh elIE pas.

Ho enBa cTymMB Ha JIECTHMIYY, MQJIbYMK YCIbILIAT
3BYK, OT KOTOPOro cpasy 3aMep. BHayasie eMy rnoka3sa-
JIOCh, YTO 3TO KaKOe-TO XUBOTHOE, OHO PAHEHO U 30BET
Ha TOMOILb.

OH 3aTopornuicd K IpyAe CTapbIX NOCOK. 3BYK Kak
OyaTo IOHOCWICS OTTyHa. ‘

M o0GorHyB mocku, OH HEOXHUIAHHO YBUIEN JEBOYKY.

— 9! — [IXuM c pa3bdery oCTaHOBWICS, CIOBHO
HajieTel Ha HEBUAUMYIO CTEHY.

OHa cupena, o0XBaTUB pyKaMU KOJIEHKM Y HAaKIIOHUB
roJI0BY, TaK YTO Jiulia He 6610 BUIHO. Ho MMeHHO Dun
MpoM3BOAWIA 3TU CTpaHHbIe 3ByKH! PsmoM c neBoukoit
cumena Mep u Tépniach 00 ee pyKH roJIoBOif, BpeMs OT
BpeMEHH I06GaBIAs COBCTBCHHOE HEerpoMKoe yp4aHbe.

— DK, B 4€M Je10? — HaBepHAKA MPOMU3OIILUIO YTO-
To yXacHoe. J[>KuM HUKorma He BUAea DM Takoil. OH
MPOTAHYN PYKY Y C TPEBOTOH KOCHYJICSI J€BOYKHU.

— ... yXomu! — c/0Ba 3ByYaJM IJIyX0, OH MX C TPYIOM
pa3oupan. JleBouka COrHy’a IUjeyu, CIOBHO XOTeja YHTH
Mnojabllle OT MPUKOCHOBEHUIT — M ero, U Mep.

JlomxHo 6bITh, DM 3abomena. XXM orasaen 3apo-
CLUMIT caj] Mcye3HyBIlIero foMa. MoXeT, mo3BaTh MUCCHUC
Hein? OH YyBCTBOBaI COOCTBEHHYIO 0€CIOJIE3HOCTD.
‘Ho oH Benp HUKOTAA He ToBopwn HeitnaM o Dmau.

— To1 GonbHa?

IIpurnagesuch BHUMATEIbHEH, OH YBUIEI, YTO PS-
JIOM C HeM JIEXWUT OOJNBIIOM MEILOK, IepeBA3aHHbBIA
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BepéBKoil. JI>kuM y3Hai 3ToT MelokK. CTéraHoe onesuio
¢ KpoBaTtu 0abyuku!

— ... — ronoc JXuMa APOTHYNI; OH HE XOTel
3aaBaTh 3TOT BOIPOC, HO 3HaJ, YTO JOJDKEH. — OJUIH,
YTO-TO CIYYHIOCH C 6abyLIKOiH? A

Kak 6ynaro oH ymapwi AeBouky HoxoM. OHa B3gpor-
HyJIa, MOAHSIA rojioBy, ¥ JIKMM yBHIE T BIaXHbIe LIEKH,
pacrmyxiue oT Cl€3 Iiasa.

— Babymika yMepaa, — wiakana dmuiu. — E€ 3a6panu
B GonpHMLy... [TloTOM Bpay... oH cka3an muccuc bernu,
YTO OHAa yMepJa... A TOTOM... fl... I IPOCTO yOexana...
3abpana cBoM BelM, — OHa MOXJIOMNAIA MO MEWIKY, — U
y6exXasa... MOTOMY YTO 3a MHOI npuuutk! ¥ MeHs ecTb
nosnap. Ho aToro maino, yro6s1 HaM ¢ Mep yexaTs. Mel
JOJXKHBI HalTH MeCTO, YTOOBI CIIPATAThCS, MOKAa S He
3apaboTtaro gocratoyHo. Ho 6abyiika... — por y IeBoy-
KM CHOBa 3aJpOXaJl, U OHa 3aKOHYWIA CBOIO HECBA3HYIO
peyb IUTayeM. DJUIM yxBaTwiach 3a J[Xuma, 3akpbLia
rnasa, e€ Hayajga GUTb KpYITHass APOXb.

xum Toxe 3akpbul r1aza. CHOBa TO Xe caMoe yXac-
HOe YYBCTBO, KOTOpPOE, KaK €My Ka3aJioCh, OH Hayal yxe
3a0b1BaTh. Kak GyaTo OH CHOBA B ILKOJIE, ¥ €r0 BhI3bIBa-
I0T M TOBOPSAT, YTO CAYYWIOCH C MaMo# M Mmamoi. A
Terepb 3TO MPOM3OLLIO ¢ DJUIH.

BHayarne oH XoTes1 OTTONIKHYTb €€, YIITH, y6exXaTh KaK
MOXHO ObICTpee, YTOOBI He CIBILIATh, HE BCIIOMUHATh.
YroOsl DM 3aMosyasia, YToObl OH caM TepecTal Ay-
MaTh O TOM, OT Yero eMy TaK IL10XO.

Ho oH He Mor Tak nocrymuts ¢ Duiu. OH Xe 3HaeT,
YTO MCIIBITBIBAET NeBoykKa. BMecTo 3Toro oH cxan eé

48



TOYTH TaK Xe KPemnmKo, KaKk OHa ero, a Mep KpyXwia
BOKPYT HUX 000MX, M31aBasi HCIPOMKHE MATKHE 3BYKH.

OJUIM 1IeBeJIbHY/Iach, BHICBOOOAWIACh, MPOBeiIa py-
KOH IO pacIyXIUIUM IJIa3aM.

— Becnone3sno o6 3TtoM aymats. Babyiika ckasana
OFbI: IMOJB3Y¥CA 30paBbIM CMBICJIOM, KOTODBI Jal Tebe
T'ocriony, neBouka! S 3to u cmenaw. Haiiny Mecro, roe
MBI ¢ Mep cMoXeM chpsiTaThCs, TMOKa g He Habepy
neHer. IToroM MbI yegeM, M HUKakas GJaroTBOpUTENb-
HOCTb Hac He HalmeT!

BexnumeiBasi, oHa orisimesiach, CJIOBHO XOTeJa IPAMO
3ech HallTH Takoe Ge3omacHoe Mecto. IToToM NMpoTsaHy-
Jla pyKy U Nomiagwia JOCKH.

— Iloxoxe, moOM, KOTOpbIEe CHECIM IOM, HE CKOPO
BepHyTCA. MoXeT, S MoKa OCTaHYCh 3MeCh.

OHa BcTana, peluUTeNbHO B3AEPHYB NMoA60POIOK, U
CABUHYNA OOHY HOCKY M3 rpyabl. «CMOTPHU, MOXHO MX
TepeIBUHYTh, BOT TaK, cAejaTh HaBec. [IoTOM MmocTaBUM
pAaooM Apyrue, Bcé OyAeT BBIMISAAETh, KaK OyATO yraio
caMo. A Mox HUMHU SI CMOTIY NPATATbCA».

Omna 6p11a npasa. JIxum, pagysch BO3MOXHOCTH XOTb
YTO-TO JAeJaTh M He CJHBIIATh IU1a4y DJUTH, MPUHSJICA
noMorats. Koraa 1ocku 3aHsUtM CBOM MecTa, DJUTH OTO-
112, YTOOBI MMOCMOTPETh CO CTOPOHHBI.

— OuyeHp Jaxe ITOXOXE, YTO OHU YMaIM caMH, —
ckasana oHa. — KOHeYHo, TyT HUKOro He OBIBaeT, HO
HUMKOTIa HeJb3sd ObITh yBepeHHOMH. ITocMoTpuM.

BcraB Ha KoneHH, OHa 3abpayiach MojJ HaBeC M BTa-
1wia 3a coboit cBoit Meurok. IToToM BEICYHYJIa TOJIOBY
¥ ckasana: «[Tomoinér = mnoka».
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— A ecim noinér aoxab? M Houblo 3hech yXXacHO
TEMHO.

Dy noxana ruieyaM. «Ecay nmoio€T Joxnap, mom-
CTaBJIIO YallIKy, U Y MeHA OyaeT Boga. TEMHbIE HOUM... —
BOT TYT OHa 3aKonebanace. — Y MeHsa ectb Mep. ToBo-
PAT, KOIIKY BHUOAT B TEMHOTE, He TO uTo Jiogu. Mep,
OHa JacT MHe 3HaTh, €ClIM KTO-TO NMpUAET. Mep, oHa
XOPOLUHA ApYyr, — DJUIM CXBATWIa TOLIYIO cepo-6enylo
KOILIKY U TIpiokana K cebe. Mep mo3ponwia 3To, Jaxc
camMa TpypKanach roJioBoit K nmoabopoaky dwim. — Cka-
XM, a TOT GOJIbIIOIT1 KOT He TOBOPUT C TODOIL... CJIOBHO Y
TeOd B rojose?»

IxuM ynuewicd. «['oBopur? B ronose? Kak 3ro?»

OH Buzen, yTo DJUIM COBeplicHHO cepbé3dHa. «Hy,
Kak... Mep, oHa MOCMOTPUT Ha MEHS BHMUMATEJIBHO, U
BIPYT S 3HAl0, O YEM OHA JAyMaeT, — DJUIM OITyCTWIa
KOILIKY U IoTépjia 106. — Y MeHd HHUKOraa He ObUIO
KOLIKH, MOXET, OHU Bce Tak yMeloT. [IpaBma?»

Jxum noxavan ronosoii. «He 3Haw». ToBopwr nu ¢
HUM Tupo? U orkyma oH BooOGuie 3HaeT umMma Tupo?
IIpaBaa, 3a Takoe 06lIeHHE MOXHO ITOCYUUTATh TOT CIIy-
yaif, KOorma OH MCHYTaICAd 33 KOTa M IIOTOM BIpYT
OTKYZa-TO Y3HAJI, YTO BCE B mopsaaxke U Tupo Giaaromno-
JIYYHO BEpHETCHA TOMOIL.

Ho Meicnu o Tupo 3acTaBWIM MaTbyMKa BCIIOMHUTH
coOcTBeHHBIe IpobieMbl. EMy mpencrouT IepeceneHue
B MepuneHa, ¥ oH Xo4eT B34Th ¢ coboit Tupo. A Teneps
ew€ ... KM He MOXET TaK NpPOCTO YITH U OCTa-
BUTH DJUIM NMOJ CTAPbIMM IPA3ZHBIMM JOCKAMH, XOTA OHA
M HaJleeTcs yexaTb B KaKoe-TO MECTO, 0 KOTOPOM TOJIBKO
CJIbILLIANIA.
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— Ilocmywait, — OH mpHcesJ Ha KOPTOYKH PSIOM C
9. — HaBepHoe, MHe cKopo NpUAETCA yexarhb. [ei-
JIBL... C KOTOPBIMH S XMBY... MUcTepa [leita npusBaiu B
apMMio, a Myccuc eit1 rosopur, yro moexeT B Mepu-
JICHI K CBOeH cecTpe, M S IOoeay C Heil.

MajieHpKOEe JUYMKO DJUIM OCTAaBaJIOCh PAaBHOMYII-
HBIM. «He Gecriokoiica 060 MHe! — 3asgB1Ia OHA, CJIOBHO
MOIJIa YUTaTh MBICIH JIXX1Ma, KaKk ¥ Meicaid Mep. — S
caMa cripaBmiock! Mb1 ¢ Mep cnipaBumMcsl»

— Her, — pemnrensHo orBeTiut JlxxuM. — OTKyna ThI
3Haellb, YTO 3aBTpa CloJa He NMPUUET OynIbao3ep U He
pasHeceT TyT Bcé. [IpuEMHBLT peGEHOK — 3TO COBCEM
He TakK YX IUioxo, Qwmm. OHM Do6phl KO MHE, — MaJib-
YUK BBIHYXIZeH OBUI IIpu3HaTh, 4YTO Jleinbr
JIeCTBUTENIBHBI JOOPHI K HEMY.

Ho 9w nokayana rosnoBoit. «J He Oyoy cBsI3bI-
BaThCA ¢ OJIaroTBOPUTENIBHOCTBIO, HET. OHM He BO3BMYT
Mep...»

Komika cunena nepex D, nepeBoas B3I C Heé
Ha JIxxyMa M 00paTHO, CJIOBHO ITOHMMaja KaXxaoe MX
cnoBo. 1 JIxuM Ha caMoM JeJie MCITBITAl KakKoe-TO
cTpaHHoe GecrokoiicTBo. Kak 1 rosopmna Dmuin, 4ro-To
3allleBeJIWIOCh B ero co3HaHud. OH 3Haj, YTO BHIOOP
DU HepasyMeH, HO B TO X¢ BpeMs KaKas-TO 4YacTb
CO3HaHHUA YTBepXAaia, YTo DJUIH IpaBa.

— 1 Tebe mpuHecy moecth. bl 3aBTpakana? — crpo-
CHJI OH, CTapascCh OTOrHAaTh TPEBOXHBIE MBICIH.

— Muccuc bernu nana MHe HeMHoro xi1eba, — npu-
3Hasach geBoyka. — S BooOllie He Morjia ecTb...

— ITomoxnu, ceityac yBuauuIb! — JIXxumy erye ObU10
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JecTBOBaTh, YeM pa3roBapuBaTh. OH TOPOIUIMBO IIpoO-
THUCHY/ICSL B AbIPY B orpaje M mobexan Ha KyxHio. U3
JoMa JoHOCcWIcs ronoc Muccuc [eit: oHa pasroBapuBa-
na no tenedony. JkuM roHanesscs, 4YTo OHa He CKOPO
3aKOHYMUT. MaybyuK B3 XJ1e6, HamMa3as JIOMOTh TOJIC-
TBIM CJIOEM apaxXHUCOBOro MacJja, [IOTOM CBEPXY MOJIOXWI
HECKOJIBKO JIOXeK IXeMa. Ha mosnke cTosio HeCKOJIbKO
OYTBUIOK C KOKOI, OH B3I oaHy. IloToM Hackiman B
MEIIOK IS c3HABMYel mnedeHbs. [lomyman u o Mep,
HaMoJIHUB BTOPOH MCIUOYEK CyXOH KOILIaybeil MUILEiL.
M Bc€ BpeMd OH NPUCAYLIMBAICA K TFOJOCY MHCCHC
Heitn. KoHeyHo, eMy pa3peluanoch MHOTA MepexXBaTUTh
C3HABUY-APYTOH, cobII0aast eIUHCTBEHHOE NPAaBWIO: OH
JOMXeH youparts 3a coboit. [103ToMy OH BHIMBUT HOX U
JIOXKY, BBITEP MX M BbIOeXaJl ¢ MpUITacaMu B MOTEPTOI
MOJIM3TWICHOBOM CyMKe.

Korna IxxuMm cHoBa Ipobupancs 3a orpaay, NpsaMo
neped HUM Tyda TpocKonb3Hyn Tupo. JIXWM. mo3Bai
KOTa, HO TOT YX€ Hcye3 B IYyCThIX 3apOoCifgX MO APYIYio
cTopoHy. [XuM HampaBWICS K HaBeCcy M Mepenan Me-
LLIOK DJUTH.

— Bcé, uto g cMmor poctaTh. BeuepoM nomnpobyio emié,
— noobellas OH.

DJUTM mocMoTpesia NMpuHecéHHoe. «IlapeHb, THI He
Xajleelub HOXa, Koraa pexeub xned! BkycHo, kak
LBIIUIEHOK B ropuike! — B OQHOM pyke OHa JepXaia
COHIBUY, APYTOH OCTOPOXHO OTKpPBIBala MELIOK € KO-
waybeil mumeid. — Mep, Kyaa oHa ucyesna? Beap O6bi1a
Xe 3Jech MUHYTY Haszax. Hy Huuero, moecr, Koraa
BEPHETCS».
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DJUTH efla COHABUYH, a JXXKM HaTWI KOKU B KpbILIey-
Ky OT OyTBUIKM, YTOOBI OHa CMOIJIa 3allMBaTh.

— BkycHo! — Jmmu npornorwia oba c3HABUYA, HO
MeyeHbe CHOBA CIIpATata. — BBl OYeHb XOpOILIO eaUTe.
S maBHO TaKoro He eja...

— A Tebe ewié npuHecy, — noob6ewmwan Ixum. OH no-
MpEeXHEMY CYMTAI, YTO IUIaHBI DJUTH HEOCYIECTBUMBI,
HO 3HAJI, YTO He MOXET cropuTh ¢ Helo. HaBepHoe, mapa
HOYeit 31eCh, WIM JaXe OfHAa HOYb IOKAXyT JeBYOHKE,
YTO OHa HE MOXET XUTh caMa Mo cebe, Kak Obl ¢ Toro
HM XOTENOCh.

Tupo HabGmoman 3a OeTbMHU M3 YKPBITUS — IYCTO
Pa3poCIIMXCS KyCTOB.

«CMoTpH, — ckasas oH cBoeit crryTHHLEe. — C pe6eH-
KOM OymeT BCE B MOpsAKE, MaIbyMK Io3aboTuTci O
Hei».

«Tbl KacaJicd ero co3HaHMA CeroaHA YTPoM?» — CIIpo-
cwia Mep.

«Euié Her».

«Torma TeI He 3Haems. Manpyuk ye3dxaer. Jliomou, c
KOTOPBIMM OH XHUBET, MEHAIOT cBOE JioroBo. OH HaMe-
PEH B3ATb Tebs ¢ coboii, MoToMy YTO OOUTCH 3a TBOIO
YYacThb, €CJIH Thl OCTAHELIbCS 3AeCh OOMH».

Tupo B3gporHyn. «3a moro yyacts? Ho...»

«32TO MBI ¢ TO6GOI1 3HaeM, YTO NMPUYMH I OeCroKoil-
crBa HeT. Ho Manpumk-To He 3HaeT. OH BUAUT B Tebe
XWBOTHOE 6€3 JIorosa, IyMaeT, YTO TeOs MOMMaIOT JIIOAH,
KoTophle yOuBalOT XMBOTHbIX. OH ouyeHb OourTcs 3a
TeOa!»
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«fl ero He mooumpsy B 3TOM», — YIPIOMO OTBETWI
Tupo.

«MoxeT, 1 HeT, 6par. Ho Thl moHpaBWICA MaJIbYUKY.
Ecnu 651 oH He OBUT YeOBEKOM, 5 GBI CKa3ana, YTo OH
NpeTeHAyeT Ha APYXOy».

«A HmeBoyka?» — Bo3pas3wi Tupo, He Xenasi IOBEPUTh
B cinoBa Mep. \

«OHa NpcTeHAyeT Ha POACTBO CO MHOI».

«Ho Tbl ke He MOXellb...» — HayaJ Obu10 THpo, U
Mep ycTpeMuia Ha Hero B3MI4 CBOMX CUHMX Ina3. U B
3TOM B3IIsiAe GbLIO BhIpaXeHHe, YIUBUBILIEE U ITOTPsSiC-
1Iee ero.

«TBl ycTaHOBWI cHUrHan?» — OHa pe3KO CMEHWIa
TEMY, U OH BBIHYXIEH ObUI coenaTh TO XKe.

«Jla, BCé ToTOBO I HECKOJIBKMX PECOB YeJTHOKA, —
Tupo ropawica co6oif. — CeromHst HOYbIO MBI OTKPOEM
TIOPbMY, B KOTOpPOMH coaepXaT Oe3qOMHBIX... HY, TbI
roopwia. C HECKOJBKUMM TTOMAaBIIMMUCS S YCTAaHOBWI
OYEeHb INMPOYHBIIT KOHTAKT. MBI JIErKO CMOXEM OTKPBITh
CHApYXM MX KJICTKHU».

«Xopouro. fI 6yny rorosa».

Mep He mompolarack, MPOCTO BHICKONB3HYIA M3-
MoJ KycTa M HarpaBWJIach K HaBecCy.

JIXXKUMy He XoTeJoch MOKMAaTh Dwu. EMy mosesno:
Muccuc Jleitn ObL1a LIETMKOM 3aHATa CBOMMHM JeJaMM U
MBICTISIMU O OymylieM M He oOpallajia Ha HEro BHUMa-
Hufg. [losToMy MajlibUMKY YZQlIOCh CTallMTh KYCOK
BETYMHBI, €ILE COHABMYEH C apaxXHUCOBBIM MAaCJIOM M
OYTBUIKY BOJBI, IpeXIe YeM OHa 3aMeTwia, uyto J[KuM
Hcye3. Ho xoraa oH BepHyscd, oHa XOajia ero.
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— T'me Th1 6BL1? — HMKOIIA paHbllIe OHA He TOBOpIIA
C HUM TaK pe3Ko.

— Bo mBope uckan Tupo, — 3TO0 OBUIO MNpaBOOif,
MOTOMY YTO OONbIIOM KOT cHoBa Mcue3. JIXUM Bcé
6onpuie M OGonbule Gecrokowicd. Ecau Tupo Oymer
MMpoOO/KAaTh TaK JelaTh, €ro MOXET HE OKa3aThC
pAOOM, KaK pa3 KOraa OHM JOJDKHBI OYAYT yexaThb. A
OH He AyMaeT, uToObl MHccuc [eiut cTana XnaaTh, Ioka
oH otbiuleT KoTa. K ToMy Xe OH el€ He pa3moObul
CYMKY.

— JIxuM, KoTsl yacto OpomsckHu4yaloT. Heckonbko
IHe# XUBYT B OTHOM MecCTe, IIOTOM YXOAAT. Y Dnu3abeT
ecTb Kouik. Te6Ge oHa noHpasurca. He Gecriokoiicsa o
Tupo.

OH mnoHMMaJl, YTO cropuTh He crouT. OcraBajioch
TOJNIBKO HaJesATbCS, YTO KOT OydeT B JOMe, KOraa OHH
yenyt. I Ttorma oH 3abGepéT ¢ coboii KoTa, maxe 6¢3
cyMku. [IXUM He IMOHMMaJ, nmoyeMy THpo MMeeT Onsd
HEero Takoe 3HayeHue, 3HAT TOJNBKO, YTO 3TO AeiHCTBU-
TEJIbHO TaK, YTO OH TEMephb, C TeX MOp KaK He CTalo
MaMbl U MaInbl, 3HAYUT 11 Hero, J[Xkuma, Gonblue Bcex.
Hy, moxer, emie D, Begb ecnid oHU yeAyT, HYXHO
OyneT YTO-TO AehaTh U C DJUIM.

MoxeT, 3a ero nATh JOJUIAPOB DJUIM CMOXET KYIIHUTh
G1eT o Toro ceoero goMa? kM coMHeBaJicad BooblLe
B CyllleCTBOBaHMHM Takoro Mecra. C Tex mop Kak oTTyda
yexana 0abywika DM, pepMy HaBHO MOITIM CHECTH U
MOCTPOUTDh Ha €€ MECTe YTO-HUOYIbh HoBoe. JIXXuM 3Han
TOJMIBKO, YTO HE MOXET YyeXaTb, OCTaBMB DJUIH OLHY, He
3Has, KTO O Heil 1mo3aboTuTcA.
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Tupo 1 Mep ocTOpoXHO LUTH BO ThbMe; 32 HUMHU —
MATh OpyruX Kouiek. OHM MBICIEHHO MPHU3BAIM UX Ha
nomoiub. Tenepp y HMX Ha 3TOil IUIaHETe OCTaBalach
TOJIbKO OJHA 3a/laya — OCBOOOAUTb poaAMNyeii U obecrie-
YUTh MM 6€30IMacHOCTD.

I'nasa 6
HAacum u Innu uwyym

Jxnma pa3Gyaun rya BeTpa 3a creHaMu goMa. [Totom
HavyaICcs CWIbHBII JOXIb. MalbuMK cesl B ITOCTEJIH.
Omwn! TaM Xe HacTros1as 0yps, ¥ cwibHad... OH ucmy-
TaHHO 3aXMYypWI IJ1a3a, KOrJa CBEPKHYJa MOJHHUA U
TOC/BIILIANICS FPOM, TaKOM ODTYyUIMTEIbHBIN, YTO, Ka3a-
JIOCh, BCA KpBILIA PYIIMTCA Ha ronoBy. OH He MOXeET
OCTaBHUTb TaM DJUIM ITOA NMPHUKPHITUEM BCEro JIMIIbL He-
CKOJIBKMX MPOTHMBIIMX JOCOK!

BoIGpaBIIMCh M3 TTOCTENH, B3OparuBas KaXIblil pas,
KakK yaapsan rpoM, JIXXUM IMOCMeIIHO HAaTAHYA OdeXay,
KOTOpY10 BeuepoM nmobpocan Ha ctyia. Tupo? Y Tupo He
BEPHYJICSL B JOM!

I'me-To y Hero 6buT poHapuk. ToporuTMBO NMOKCKaB B
BEPXHEM SILUMKE, MATBYMK Ha OLIYTIb Hamen ero. CHoBa
yaapwi rpoM, JIXKUM BBIpOHWI (OHApUK M 3aXan YIIH.
Ho noroMm 3actaBun ce6d MOAHATH €ro M CITyCTMThCS
BHH3.

BHuU3y ropen cnabblit cBeT: 3HaYUT, MUcTep eiut ele
He BepHyincs. Ho aBepb nOpyroit craibHM 3akphiTa, M
xum Hagesuics, yro Muccuc Hein criur. OH Havan
CITyCKaTbCH, MEAJIEHHO 1LUaras 1o CTYTIeHbKaM.
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Jloxnap cTyyan Tak TpOMKO, YTO OH C/BILIANT €ro Jaxe
CcKBO3b CcTeHH AoMa. YTo ceitdac menaer Dmwn?

JIXXuM oTKpbU1 ABepb B rapax. OH YyTh 3aepXajics B
MpUXO0Xei, YTOOBI HALeTh CBQI1 TOXIEBUK Y IPHUXBAaTUTh
miaw Muccuc Jeivl. D oH OyaeT BeJMK, HO JacT el
XOTb KaKyl0-TO 3aILIUTY.

CHapyXHu J0XIb CTOSUI CIUIOLUIHOI cTeHoit. Bona rutec-
KaJ1ach O HapyXHY10 ABepb rapaxa. J[:)KUM IocBeTWI B
kopo6ky Tupo. Kora Tam He 6sL10. XXMM 3aKonebancd,
KOTJa CHOBa BCIIBIXHYJa MOJIHMA, COMpPOBOXAaeMast
CTPALUHBIM TYJIOM.

OctaBasch 31ech, OH He NMOMOXeT DJUtH, Ho JIKumy
YXaCHO He XOTEJIOCh BBIXOOUTD IMOA HoXab. OH 3aKyTan
¢oHapuk B ruiaur Muccuc Jleitt. Ero cnabsriit ceet nmourun
LIeJTMKOM TOTJIOIIATa OKPYXXMBLIAs MaTbyMKa ThMa.

JlBop HOYDBIO BBLIMIALE] COBEPIUEHHO IMO-APYIOMY, U
J>X1M HUKaK He MOr HaHMTH HEMPHUKOJIOYEHHYIO JOCKY B
3a6ope. HakoHell oH peurwt nmpobpaTbcs Ha MYyCTHIPb
cricpea. K ToMy Xe 3a MOMOM pOCIM AepeBbs, a OH
C/IBIILIAJ, YTO B HUX Yallle yaapsieT MoJHUA. Kak MoxHO
IUIOTHEEe HAaKPHIBIUMCH TUTALLIOM, OH ITOOPEN IO JIyXKaM.

Korma oH Bbllllen Ha TPOTyap, BCe YIMYHBIE OTrHU
noracau. HaBepHoe, U3-3a rpo3sl OTKIIOYWIN 3JIEKTPU-
YecTBo, a poHapHK coBceM He cBeTUT. Ho JIuM 3acraBiur
ce0s UATH Jaiblie.

KakuMm-To o6pazoM eMy yaanoch 0o6paThcs 10 JOCOK
y caMoii yIHUBl, OTTYAa OH IBUHYJCA MelUIeHHee, ona-
CasgCh CIIOTKHYTBbCSI O KUPIWY WIM, YTO €LUE XYXe,
npoBanuThcA B norpe6. CHoBa mporpeMen rpoM, HO Ha
3TOT pa3 yXe Janblue. JIXUM Haaesicd, YTo Oyps KOH-
Yyaercs.
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®oHapuK ocBeTWI Ipyay Oocok. Moxer, y Dmiu
XBaTWIO 3ApaBOro cMbicna BepHyThca Ha Kok Oy,
Koraa Havaiacgd moxnas. Ho ecim Her, XXMM JoiXeH
OTBECTH €€ B IOM, YTO OBl OHa HY rOBOpWIA.

— DUH? — DOCKM MO-TpexXHeMy 00pa3oBBIBAIM Ha-
Bec. JIX1M TMOCBETWI B MX T€Hb.

KTo-To TaM ecTh. DK KITyGOYKOM CBEpHY/Iach IOA
OZesUIOM, MPOMOKIINM, MOKPBIBIIUMCS TEMHBIMH TISAT-
HaMM cbipocTH. OHa LIeBeJbHYIach M KaK OYATO XoTena
yOexaThb yepe3 JAIbHUI BXOJ B yOexXHILe.

— O, 3to 1, Mxum!

Oy 3acteuia. M nuuo €€ coBceM He BBIJISAEIIO
MPUBETIUBbLIM.

— 3Jn, nocaywait... — JIKMM pa3BepHY/ IUIalL
muccuc deitn u nporsaHyn ero. — Hagesait v mouuu. Tor
He MOXeIUb 3IeCh OCTaBaThbCs!

— He noiiny! — neBoyka ¢ TaKoil pelIMTEIbHOCTBIO
rokayajia TOJIOBOM, YTO OJEsIO, KOTOPhIM OHAa HaKphbI-
BaJIa TOJIOBY, cieTes10. — Thbl KOMY-HMOYQb FOBOPII, YTO
s 31eCb, MATBYMK? — OHa ILIBBIPHYJIa BOIIPOC, KaK MOIJIa
6bl IUBBIPHYTb KaMeHb. — I'me Tl B3 mnam?

— JT0 noxnesuk muccuc [ein. Het, 1 HMKOMy He
ropopuwi o tebe, — pasgpaxeHHo orBeTWI IxuM. OH!
MPUILIEN MO TaKUM JOXIEM, YTOOBI CTacTH DJUTH, a OHa
TaK raymo ce6s BeaeT. OH JaXe 3aX0Tel B KaKOH-TO MMT
YHUTH OOMOM, U MyCTb JOXOb CMOET e€. — Tebe Henb3sd
3[€Ch OCTaBaThbCs, — HacCTauBaJl OH, — Belb Thl MOXCILIb
JlaXe COCKOJIb3HYTh B Mnorpeo6...

— M xyna mue uatu? C Ttob6oit? A 4yro caenaer
muccuc [leit, y KoTopoit Tl XMBEL? YTPOM NepBHIM
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JEJIOM MO3BOHMT MO TejaedoHy, SIBUTCA OJIAaroTBOpM-
TEJIbHOCTb, U MEHS MNoitMaloT. Thl MHe He ApYT, eclu
XOYyelllb 3TOro.

— Ho TbI Xe He MOXelllb 371eCh OCTaBaThCs! — CepAu-
TO BBIKPHKHYA JIXxuM. — ToI criarmna!

OH yXe caM HPOMOK, HECMOTPSA Ha JOXIeBUK. MoK-
pble BOJIOCHI NIPWJIMIVIM K FoJIOBe, BoJa Tekia o ULy U
1ee, 3aTeKaja 3a BOpoTHUK. M B 6aliMakax cioBHO IO
TAJUIOHY BOZBI.

— 51 penalo, YTO X04y, — YNPSIMO OTBEeTWIa DJUIH. —
W 1Bl MHe He NMpMKa3bBail, Maab4YUK!

— Jla HUKTO U He y3HaeT, — JI>XHM He MoOr MpoCTO
VIUTH M OCTaBUTh €€, XOTA M O4YeHb paccepawicd. —
Muccuc Hein criut, a Muctepa Jleitna HeT goma. OHM
He y3HaloT o TeGe. 1 xak HacyéT Mep? — OH HeOXHIaH-
HO BCITOMHWI O KoliKe. — Eif Belb He HpaBUTCS CHIPOCTD.

— Mep 31ech HeT, — OoTBeTWIA DUiu. — Y moromy g
HUKyna He yWay. OHa BepHETCS, a €CIM A yiloy, To,
MOXeT, HMKoraa GoJbile €€ He Haiiay.

— Hy, Bo3sMHu x0Tb 310, — JI>KHMM IMOYTH caaics, oH
MpOTAHY IUIalll JeBo4yke. — BymeT mocyiue.

— A 4TO ThI CKaXelllb, KOTAa YTPOM JIEAU CTaHET ero
UcKaTh? — BoO3paswia OJUIN.

— Ilpuagymalo yro-HUOYAb... — Havyan Obuto JIxuM,
HO TyT Koe-yTo 3aMeTwI. JloXIb HayMHaJl CTHXaTh.
Monuuit Gonpiie He 6bL10, @ TPpoM yién maneko. OH
yBUAEN TaKxKe B cBere (OHapHkKa, YTo DJUIM CHLIA
OlesIo U coOMpaeTcs BHIMTU M3-TOA HaBeca. Maibyuk
00JIerY€HHO TTepeBe AbixaHue. Ternepb HaAO IOAYMaTh,
KaK INpPOBECTH €€ B AOM, @ YTPOM BBITYCTUTb, YTOOLI
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Heitel Hudero He 3aMeTwiM. Eciau DM Tak Xoder,

YTO6BbI HUKTO O Heil He 3HaJI, MPUIETCS MOCTyLIaThCs €.
JeBouxa BeIGpanach Hapyxy. HeoxXxuaaHHo oHa BbI-

pBaia raul M3 pyk JIXXKuMa, BeIXBaTwia GOHapUK.

— B! Yrto TH genaeuib? — JIXXMM IMONBITAICS OTO-
6paTh GOHaApPHK, HO DM MPOBOPHO OTNphIrHyna. OH
Xe IMMOCKONb3HY/ICA B IPA3U U yNal Ha OQHO KOJNEHO.

— A wvny uckare Mep! S Bumena, kak oHa yXomgwia
Tyda... Tyga... — OJUIM B3MaxHyla (OHapHUKOM, U €ro
JIY4 OCBETWI OJIXaMIINe KyCThl, — Iepel CaMbIM JO-
xnéM. OHa, JOJDKHO OBITh, XOET TIe-HUOYAb, YTOOHI OH
KOHYWWICA.

— HeB03MOXHO HalTH KOLIKY B TeMHOTe! — Bo3pa-
3wt JIxym. — OHM XOpOUIO MPAYYTCA M...

— 51 Mory Haittu Mep, — Bc€ Tak Xe yIpsAMO OTBETH-
Jla DI, — MOTOMY YTO 3Halo, Iie oHa. S TebGe roBopmia,
Mep aymaeT, a 4 CIbILIY B rojioBe € MuIican. OHa ceifyac
OYeHb YeM-TO BCTPeBOXEHAa; MOXeT, oHa B Oeme. U
nokHa eé -Haitu! ITlosToMy s Bo3bMYy Ha BpeMs TBOIi
IUtanl, — DJUIM yXe HaTaHy/lIa ero, XoTd pyKasa OKa3a-
JIMCh ed JUIMHHBI, a KpOMKa Tallwriachk mo rpasu. Ho
JIeBOYKa, 3aTAHYB IOSC, CAeala HECKOIBKO CKIaIoK Y
TATHH.

IIpaBay nmu roopur Dmwin? Inapg Ha Heé, JIxuM
MOAYMaJl, YTO caMa OHa B 3TO BepUT. MoxeT, AeiiCTBU-
TeJbHO KOLIKa TIAe-TO 3acTpsja, 3aloia3jia B
KaKylo-HUOYAb ABIPY OT JOXIOsA, a Telepb HE MOXET
BBIOpaThCA.

WU roe Tupo? Dxum npeacraBui cebe, Kak Tupo
CHMIMT IAe-HUOYIb MO KYCTOM WIH MO YyXXUM II0POroM
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XHET, Koraga KOHYMTCS MOXIOb, U BOPYT B CO3HAHHUHU
MaJIbYMKa BO3HMK/IAa KapTHHA: THpo OeXuT 1o ynuile, a
3a HUM Apyrue Kowiky. OHu ronsarca 3a HUM? Her, Ho
BCE PaBHO YTO-TO HeJIagHO, Yyero-To Tupo 6ourcs. Pexc...
Moxer, Pexc Ha cBoGozme U OXOTHUTCS 3a KoILKaMu?

JIXK1M HanpsKEHHO cTapaiics peAcTaBuTh cebe Tupo,
YBUAETb €ro, TIOHATh, rae oH. Ho Huyero He momyya-
JIoCb, TOJIBKO OCTaJOoCh BIlEYATIEeHHUE CTpaxa M
He00XOIUMOCTH TOPOIUTHCA.

OH BOBpeMs MpUIIET B ceOs, YTOOBI YBUAETh YXOOA-
myo D, TEMHY10 durypy Ha ¢boHe aydya PoHapuKa,
KOTOPHBIN OHa HaMpagisia nepen coboil.

— Oi1, o1 Kyna? — JIXuM 3aTopomuica 3a Heil. XoTq
JOXIOb YX€ COBCEM MEJKMil, OH He BHAE] NPUYUHBI
OTIIPaB/IATbCS Ha ITOMCKU KOLUKU. Pa3Be He M3BeCTHO
BCEM, UTO KOIUKH OTJIMYHO 3abotAaTcs o cebe camu? Ho
Belb CYLLECTBYIOT CO0aKH, U MAalIMHbI — U JIIOAH, KOTO-
pBI€ CTaBST JIOBYIUKH, JIOBAT MX, a ITIOTOM YOUBAIOT, €CTh
Jaxe Takas creuuaibHasd ciayxba. Temeps XXMM He
MeHblle DJUTH ObUT YBepeH, yTo Tupo u Mep B omacHoc-
TH. XOTs y HEro He ObUTO HM MaJleHIlIero NpeacTaBIeHus,
rae MX HCKaTb.

Byps He Bxoawia B MX IUTaH. THpo Momya ¢bIpKan,
cTapasich He romnacth B Jyxu. OH He J06WiI, Korma y
Hero HaMoKaeT LIepCTh.

OH momyynun curHal Mep. OHa npuBeTCTBYeT HOBO-
NpUOBIBIIMX Ha Oopry 4YenHoka. Ho morpeGoBanoch
ropaszo 6oJbllie BpeMEHM, YeM OH PacCYMTBIBAI, YTOOBI
OTKpBHITh KJIeTKH. M M3 Bcex 3aKIIOYEHHBIX TOJBKO B
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HIecATKe HalUIOCh JOCTATOYHO JpeBHeil KpPOBH, YTOOBI
OTBETUTh Ha CUTHaI. TpHU IUIEHHULBI OKa3aJIMCh OYEHb
ObICTPHI M coobpasutenabHbl. Ho qBUTaThCA OBICTPO OHHU
He MOIJIM, TTIOTOMY YTO Y IATH KOLLIEK ObUTH KOTATA.

Tupo NMosHOCTHIO MoNarajsicss Ha UHCTUHKT, KOTOPBIA
BBIBEET MX K Kopabmio. HyxHo mepeceub emi€ omHy
YUYy, TOTOM OHM CMOIYT YKPBIThCA IIOA KyCTaMHM Ha’
Kpalo NapKa, B KOTOPOM CIIPATaH YeJTHOK. THPO CBepHYI
K obGouMHe, OCTajJbHBIC MOCNEeOBAIH 3a HUM. Ilocisbl-
mancad pés MalMHbl. Tupo mpikanca K 3emie. Ho
¢daps He KOCHYJIMCh HEOONBILON IPYTINTBI HA TPOTYyape.

ITopa!

OHM Kak MOXHO ObIcTpee mepecexnu yauiy. Ho
Koraa o0 paiuch 10 KycToB, TMpPO OTCTal, IOCIaB CBOIO
TPYIUTY NIPSAMO BIiepén. Mep 3Bajia, €€ CUTHaJI CbIIIaICs
YETKO U SICHO.

Ewé- 1Be TeHU BBHIHBIDHYJU M3 ThbMBI U NMPUCOCTHHU-
Juch K rpymme. OHU He U3 oTpsIa, KoTopslii BEN Tupo,
HO OHH TOXE YJIOBIWIN CHTHAT ¥ TIOC/IEHOBATH TIPU3bIBY.
Tupo aymasn, ckoawko emle poaudeil nmpuaér. Hekorto-
pble CIMILIKOM CIWIMChH C 3TUM BapBapCcKMM MMpoM. Ta
YacTh MX MO3ra, KOTOPYIO CJIeIOBAIO NMPOOYAUTD, 3aBd-
na, atpodupoBaiachk 3a CTOJETHUS, KOTOpbIE LIebIe'
IOKOJICHUS MPOBEJIM Ha 3TOM IUIaHeTe; OHM He HUCIIOJb-
30BN 3TU CITOCOOHOCTH, HE TPEHUPOBAIHUCh U BCE
no3a6sutn. Ho Ko’oTsl JomkHBI caenaTh BCE, YTO cMO-
IyT, YTOOBI IOMOYHL CBOMM JAaBHO YTpaueHHBIM OpaThiaM
M CEcTpaM.

Tupo Ha MrHOBeHHME OCTAaHOBWICH, YTOGHI OGIM3aTh
BJIAXHYIO 1epcTh. YeM cKopee KOHUYMTCS 3Ta HOYb, TEM
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gyyire. Moxer, 6yaeT naxe BpeMA HEMHOIO ITOCTIaTh B
rapaxe, Ipexiae 4YeM INMpOCHYyTcs JMoau B noMe JIxuma.

Ox yx 3T moau. Tupo cHoBa nusHyn wepcTs. Ilo
TeM CJIOBaM M MBICJISIM, YTO €My YAaloCh YJIOBUTBb, OH
CYMTaJI, YTO OHM CKOpO yeAyT. B ocHOBHOM 3TO ObUIH
Meicnu JIxxuMa, MHOTa OHM CTAHOBWIKCH TaK SICHBI, YTO
Ka3ajgochk GYITO MaJIb4YHK CITOCOO0EH MX ITOCBHUIATH, IIpH-
MEpPHO TaK e, Kak HeoOyyeHHbII koréHOK. Ho 3rTo
HEBaXHO.

Tupo nepecran obausbiBathesa. Her, eciu ObITh NpaB-
JIVBBIM KO’OTOM, HY>XXHO ITPU3HAThCA, YTO BaxHO. YTo-TO
ecTh B 3TOM MaibuuKe... KOHEYHO, KO’OT He MOXeET
IpyXxuTh ¢ yenoBekoM. Ho JIXUM He MOX0X Ha Jpyrux
MIofeil, KOTOPhIX MOKAa3bIBAlOT A IpedyrnpeXmeHUI
pa3BeayrkaM. OH He TaK OrpaHMYeH, IyMaeT He TOJNIbKO
0 CBOEM BME, He...

Ko’or moxavan ronopoii. JIyyuie He AyMats 06 3TOM.
HepaxHo, xaxoii JI>xuM, mmaBHoe ceifyac — paGora. U
€My I1opa 3aHAThCSI CBOUMHU JenaMu. OH CKOJIBb3HYI Iof
MOKpEbIe BETBM C TaKOi1 JIETKOCThIO U MAacCTePCTBOM, YTO
OHM TIOYTU He NIeBEJbHYINCh, U OBICTPO HOrHaJM Ma-
JIeHBKYIO TPYIITY, HaNpaBIAgIomylocs K KopabJio.

— Vxe Hemaneko, — OIUIM HETEepIIEIUBO NEpPHYNa
IUTall, KOTOPBIi HUKAK He OTLEIUIUICS OT Yero-To u
3afepxXuBan ee. — Mep rme-To 3gech, — (GOHapHUK
OCBETWI TyCTYIO NyTaHMLY BeTBei. [IXuM peunwr, yro
TaK KaK OHHM yXe IepeceKIM ABe TEMHBIE YIULBI, a
BIiepey ropejiv orHu ¢oHapei, To OHU COBCeM OJIMU3KO
K mapky. HaBepHoe, 3T KycThl 0603Ha4aloT €ro rpa-
- HULIBI.
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— Mogoxan! — ManpYMK CXBaTWI DJUIH 3a pyKy. EMy
MOKa3aJ0Ch, WIN OH JAelCTBUTENbHO BHIEN, KaK YTO-TO
weBenbHyNoCch B Kycrax? [lon naBneHueM ero najiblieB
pyka DU, nepxasiiasg GoHapuK, noBepHynacs. Betpa
HeT, TIoYeMY Xe BETKH cJierKa ApoXat, KaK 6yATo KTo-To
MPpOIEN oA HUMM?

— Mep 3xecs.
— To1 €€ Buomup? — crnpocwt JKuM.
— Her. IIpocro 3Haio, — DM BBIpBaJa PYKY U

MoLIa Yyepe3 MOCHCIHIOW YIUily. 3TO OeHCTBUTEIBHO
6bUT Kpaii mapka, a napk Ino Ho4yaM ornaceH. JI>xuMm cHoBa
TOMBITAJICA CXBAaTUTh DJIIK 3a IUIAall, HO OHa YBEpHY-
Jlacb, He OTrNAabIBasick. MrHoBeHHE CHYCTS OHa
TNIpUTHY/Iach M CTala PYKOH pa3BOAWTb BETBU B TOM
caMoM MecTe, rae JIxxuM 3aMeTiul aBuxeHue. OHU yYBU-
Jel¥ U3BWIKCTBIN TYHHENb, TaK YTO BIEPEd MOXHO
OBLIO 3aIITHYTH JIMIUL HEHAMHOTO.

DoHapuk rorac.

— Yrto cnyuymnocs? — cnpocun Ixum. — Mail ero
MHe! MoXeT, eclIi ero MoTpscTH...

— Her! — Dmnm 6bu1a Tak Xe ynpsiMa, Kak Y paHbliIe.
— C ¢doHapukoM Bcé B mopsanke. ToAbKO MM Helb3s
3leCh MoNb30BaTbcA. MBI X¢ HE XOTHM, YTOObI OHM
3HQJIM, YTO MBI HOAEM... — OHA YXE OIyCTWIach Ha
YeTBEPCHbKH M BIIOJI3/Ia B MOTAMHOMN TYHHEb.

Ko He momxcH 3HaTth, cripamnBai cebst [[)KMM; HO OH
YYBCTBOB&I, YTO DJUTK BCE paBHO He oTBeTUT. Hanpo-
THB, OHA 3alluIleNa, KaK IIUITUT paccepXeHHBI1 Tupo.

— Tue! Tl 0O4eHB LIYMUILIB, U MOXET OBITh... — OHA
HE 3aKOHYMITA NpeUIoXeHHe, U JIKMM MOHsL, YyT0 6OJNb-
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1ie He BUAMT e B TEMHOTE, OHa yXe IPOIION3Ia BIepEn
110 TIPOXO.y.

Huyero He ocraBaoch, KaK TOXE OITYCTUTbCA Ha
YeTBEpEHBbKH, @ BCKOpPE JaXe Jiedb Ha XHBOT M IPoOM-
paTbcsl MO HECKONbKO MIONMOB 3a pa3, Ha OILUYIIb
Haxonsa mopory. Cepaue MaibpynKa OWIOCh CWIBHO, BO
pTy nepecoxno. OH He XOTeJl 3TOro JnenaTh, HO €CIU
DI MOXET, OH €€ He OCTaBHUT OAHY. UTo Xe OHU MIIYT
'B 9TOM Y3KOM IIOTaifHOM TyHHeJe? '

JBaxas JIKMM HaThIKaICS Ha KYCT, OOMH pa3 GOIbHO
olLapamnaa JMLo, He CBepHYB BoBpems. [Ipuxomwiochk
JBUTaThCA MeJICHHO, OQHOU PYKOU OLIYIILIBas JOPOryY
BiIepeay, OTbICKMBAs MPOXO/, IPOBOISA PYKOIl M3 CTOPO-
HBI B CTOPOHY, YTOGHI OIpeae/IUTh HamparIcHUeE.

M TyT cnpaBa OH YIOBWJI CBET, KOIrJa JOpora CHOBa
HeoXMIaHHo NnoBepHyna. He yIWUHBLL CBeT — TYCKIIBIIA,
seneHoBaThIil. Ho OH ocraBajica Ha OTHOM MecCTe, CIIOB-
HO Jlammna. Mexay HMM M CBETOM BHIHENach TeMHasi
durypa — . XM OCTAaHOBWICA U 4epe3 IUIeUO
OJUIK ITOCMOTpeJT BIIEpE.

Kakag-To... mtyka... 4yTh Gonbliue rapaxa. [IkuM He
BUIEJ ICHO, TIOTOMY YTO CBET, BHIXOAMBIUMI U3 OTBEp-
CTHS B 3TOil IUTYKOBMHE, He OCBela] e€ BClo. B 3To
OTBePCTHE BXOOWIH KOILKH, KaXIas Ha MTHOBEHHE OC-
TaHaBIMBAIach M Kacajach HOCOM HOCa TOM, YTO CTosIa
Yy OTBepCTHA.

U BoT mocneaHsAs KOILKa MpOILIa, CHapyXH OCTaBa-
Jlach TONBKO OoJbluasg Y€pHasd.

— Tupo!

YEpHBI1 KOT ITOBEpHYJICSA, NpICKaB YIUH, IJIa3a ero

3 MHp 3BeaTHBIX XO'OTOB 65



6necuyau. Ho Dmmm yXe mpopBalachk CKBO3b KYCT M
Oexana K Apyroi KollIKe, TOH, YTO cHOesa Y BXoJa.
— Mep! O, Mep, a1 ayMana, Thl noTepsUiace!

I'nasa 7
Cnpaeedaueocmsv xKo’oma

DJUTH BCTalla Ha KOJIEHU Y OTBEPCTHSA, Yepe3 KOTopoe
npobuBaics 3eaeHoBaThIA cBeT. Ho Mexny neBoukoii u
Mep crostm THPO, OH LUMITET M XJIECTAT XBOCTOM.

JI>XuM momatHyscs, MogHEC pyku K ymaM. Ho aTtor
rojioc-pblMaHHe OH CHBbILAT He yIIaMH, OH MPO3By4Yal B
roJioBe.

«Yxonure!»

Mep npouina Briepéa K DUy, He obpalass BHUMaHUA
Ha Tupo. CkoJib3HyJIa MUMO HETO B PYKH DJUIM, TIOHHSA~
Jia JIaITy ¥ MOTporajia rmoabopoaoK AeBOYKH.

— Tupo? — IxuM konebancsa. YEpHBILT KOT CMOTpeJ
Ternepb He Ha MalbyrKa, a Ha Mep. B aBepsax ceet crain
apue.

O omyctwia Mep M Ha YyeTBepeHbKaxX IMOIOoJ3/a K
IBEpH, cepo-0enas KOIlKa lUIa repen Heil.

— 9! — nospan Ixum. — Kyna th? !

Ona paxe He orsaHynack: «C Mep».

JIXGIM npucen HIDKe, YTOOBI I1a3a ero cOMM3IWINCD C
I1a3aMM YépHoro Korta. «ITupo, yro mpoucxomur?» OH
Obu1 MOTpsICEH M HcmyraH. KoIKM He MOryT 4MTaTh
MBICJIM, HE MOTYT TaK «TOBOPMTB», IIPOCTO HE MOTYT!

«f He KolIKa», — MoOCIAeXOBAT TBEPABIA OTBET.

JxyM Murhyn. «Kro xe Te1?»
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Tupo cMmorpen emy npssMmo B riraza. M GecrokoiictBo
JIxuMa BC€ yBeIMUMBAIOCH.

— TrI KOT, — MeJIeHHO cKa3al MaibyuK. — Ho ThI...
ell€ KTo-T0. MOXeT, f... Thl... KaK-TO Thl TOBOPHUILb CO
MHOJi... B ronoBe. Tupo, uro npoucxoaut? IToxaiyiicra,
ckaxu MHe! — ymoman JIxuMm. T'onoc ero apoxar or
crpaxa. — YTo 3TO 3a IUTyKa... YTO 34eCh HAENAlOT 3TH
KOLUKHU?

VYumn Tupo mo-npexHeMy OBUTHM IIpYDKATHI K TOMOBE,
BBITJISAE]I OH CBHpeno. A DJUIM yXe JOCTUINIa BXoAa U
BIIOJI3aJIa B HEro Ha YeTBepeHbKaX BCJEH 3a MCYE3HYB-
meit Mep.

«TBI pacckaxelb... — MbICTb-TIOCIaHKE THpo mouua
1o MaTbyuKa. — Eciu Te6s OTIyCTHMTD, THI paccKaXellb
MM...»

— He nmoHuMalo, o yémM 1e1, THpPO, NpaBna, He MOHU-
Malo, — ckasan [Ixum. — Iloxanyiicta, mycrb Dwiu
BBIANET. MBI YitnéM ¥ HUKOMY HUYEro He PacCKaXxeM...

«[lTouvtn!» — Tupo Hayam IEITUTBCA K OBEpH, HE
oTBopaymuBasch or [Ixuma. M, He Xenmas Toro, Ixum
nocnenosa 3a HUM. CIOBHO YE€PHBII KOT TaLWI €ro Ha
BepEBKeE.

Omyckasicb Ha 4YeTBEPEeHBKM, YTOOBI IPOMOJ3TH B
HU3KYIO IBepb, JXUM Bech IpOXKaI.

BHyTpH 3TOro CTpaHHOIO COOPYXXEHHUSI 0Ka3aJIoCh OHO
GoublIOe MTOMeELIEHME, U TIOBCIONY KOIIKHM, OHM 3a0uBa-
JIUCh TOJ peMHU Ha MSTKOM moiy. J[XKuM yBUOEN IIUT
yIipaBJeHUA. DTO COH... IOJIXHO ObITh CHOM!

«Crona! — Tupo 3agepXxajcs y OQHOM MeTIH, B KOTO-
poiif KolWK! He Obuto. — Jloxuch!»
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Manbuux yBumen Oid. [eBouka Iporossia IOJX
peMeHb, KOTOpBId, ToMoras c¢if, 3ybaMu OTTArMBaIa
Mep. Jluio y 3t Bo30YXAEHHO pacKpacHeIOoCh.

«Jloxuchk», — npukasan Tupo. [IxumM omytwt 60b,
CJIOBHO OT clioB Tupo.

ManpuMk BBITSAHYJICS Ha IOy U KaKUM-TO 0o0pa3oM,
HEeCMOTpSA Ha JpoXalllle pyKH, MPOCYHYJI FOJIOBY U IUIE-
yy nox peMeHsb. [IBephb 3akprutiack. OH U DK Temnepb
3aKpBITHl BMECTE CO MHOXECTBOM KOILIEK.

IToBepHYB ronoBy, OH yBUIEH, Kak Mep ObIcTpo JIU3-
HyJla DU B WEKY M TPHITHYJNa B INEPEIHIOI 4YacTh
KOMHaThI, @ TaM cejia Mepel LUTOM yTipaBieHusa. Tupo
HEKOTOpoe BpeMs CMoTpeJ Ha JIXuMa, IoToM NpoIEn
Cpeay KOIlIleK U MpUCOoeIUHWICT K Mep.

JI>KuM BUIEN, KaK YEPHBIH KOT CMOTpEJ Ha MaHeb.
IToToM mocnenoBaio yXacHoe YyBCTBO, GYATO IO MOI~
HUMaeTcs, B TO BpeMs Kak caM J[>XMM IpoBaJIMBaeTCs.
BHyTpeHHOCTH CBeJIO, 3aTOIIHIIO. JIXXUM 3aKpbUI I1a3a.
Yro ¢ HuMH Oymet?

«JIxum?»

Mab4MK OTKPBUI IJ1a3a, UCIIBITHIBAs CTPAHHOE OIIY-
LICHHUE: CIMLIKOM JIErKO, TeJIO NMPUIIOAHMMAETCH, U ero
yAepPXUBaeT TOJNBKO peMeHb. BcE TOT Xe COH, OH He
MOXeT MHpocHyThcdA. I'me onun?

«IxuM?» — eMy ymganoch MOBEPHYTh roOJOBY, cAep-
xuBas.pBoTy. OH yBHIe, yTO THPO MOBEPHYJ IrOJIOBY U
CMOTPMT Ha Hero.

«[Ipyroro Bexoma He 6b5UT0. MBI He MOIIM OCTaBUTh
Bac, BBl CIMIUKOM MHoro Buaenu. Ho..» — crosa-
MbICIM nobaexny, u IxuMm ourytun tpesory Tupo.
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OHM ¢ DUty YBUIEIH YTO-TO TaKOE, YETo He JOJIXKHBI
6vu1u BuaeTb. Ho Mep, Mep npuBeTrcTBoBana JiUiH, U
JeBOUYKa BOllUIa B 3Ty LITYKY IO CBOeil BoJie, a He IO
MpUHYXAeHUIO, KaK JIXuM. MoxeT, UM 3HaeT GOJIb-
1e...

— Jwm? — MaJnbyuK CHOBa ITOBEpHYJ rojoBy. Bce
KOILUKM, Ka3aloCh, CMajld, HO DJUIM, MO-TPEXHCMY B
MOKPOM TIpSI3HOM IuUtalle muccuc Heiut, ynabibanace u
BBIIVISIAEIa TaKOM CYACTIIMBOM, YTO JIMLIO €€ COBEpPIICH-
HO ImpeobGpaswiocs. OHa coBceM He IIOXOmwia Ha
3HakoMyto JIxumy O, ['nasa y He€ OBUIM 3aKpBITHI.
MoxeT, OHa TOXe CITUT, KaK KOIIKM.

— Yro Oymer ¢ HaMH, € DJUIM U CO MHOi1? — rojioc ero
3By4as cnabo, Kak OYATO OH IUIa4yeT, HO He XOYET, YTOOBI
00 3TOM 3HaIU.

«39TO0 OyIeT pellleHo>.

— Kem? Toboit u Mep?

«Het», — Tupo orBepHyn ronoBy. OH IoBepHyJIcHd K
MaIbYMKY CIUHOM, W JIXXMM IMOHSJI, YTO eMy HYXHO
MOJTYaTh.

HecMoTpst Ha TpeBoOry, eMy XOTeJIOCh CHaTh, XOTS OH
U 6opoicsi co cHoM. OH Jo/DKeH 3HaTh, OBITh FOTOBBIM.
Ho rnasza HeyMonMMo 3aKpbIBaIMCh.

«Tol Hapywia Bce mpaBwia», — THpPO He CMOTpeN
Ha Mep, HO MBICJIb ero ObUIa XECTKOM.

«Jles10 He TONBKO BO MHE, — Mep He Ka3anachk BCTpe-
BOXEHHOII. — JleBoYyka BOCIpHUMYMBee JI00Oro
yenmoBeka. OHa BhICIemIa MeHS BeyepoM. A pa3Be ThI
He npuBEM Manbuyuka? THI cKasan IpaBOy: UM Heb3sd

69



OBUIO MO3BOJMMTDL YHUTH, IOCJHE TOro KaK OHHM YBUIEIM
yenHoK. Ho Bcst i 310 mpaBna, Tupo? OHM Xe HeTH,
HeyXeJIM orpaHMYeHHble B3pOCJible MTOBEPWIH Obl UM?»

Tupo rnyxo 3aBopyan: «[loBepwin 6b1 UM WIM HET,
OHMU NPHUBEJIH OBl C co6oit apyrux. Y1 Me1 motepsuin Ol
JIYYIIYIO TOCaJoyHylo ruiolaaky. Ho crapeiiiue pe-
1LaT...»

«JTomoXxnéM MX pelieHHs».

Tupo He nonuMan Mep. OHa ObUIA BIOJHE JOBOJIbHA.
IlpaBna, ux paGora BhIMOJHeHa ycrneurHo. Ho To, yro
OHHU B3siIM C cobol IBYX Jlofeil, MOXeT Ha Da3oBoM
KopabJie MepedepKHYTh Bce MX ycrexu. UeM Xe Torma
Tak goBosibHa Mep? Eil HyXHO OecCnOKOMTHCH, KakK
0ecrnoKoUuTCs OH.

ITpaBna, neBoyKa NposBIWIA ropas3ao OOJNBILYIO CIIO-
COOHOCTB K ITOChUIKE U BOCTIPUATHIO MBICIIEH, YeM Jpyrue
JIIOOU 32 MHOIO ITOKOJIEHWI MCITBITAHMI. A MalbylK...
Tupo Mor ob6iiarbes ¢ IXXKMMOM, CMOT AaXe NpHBECTH
ero K 4eJIHOKy. MoxXeT, MOGM M KO OTbI CHOBa CMOIYT
obuarsca? HeBo3moxHo... JlJaBHO MHUHOBaIO BpeMs
HaJeXI Ha BOCCTaHOBIEHHE IPEeBHHUX KOHTAKTOB.

Tupo gyman o Ixume. CtpanHo. Bo BpeMs nepsoro
Pa3BeJOYHOTO MOJIETa OH BCTpeyaics C JIOAbMM, HO HU
C KeM He ycTraHOBWI 0;1M3Kx oTHouleHMil. OH BooOlie
CYMTAJI, YTO 3afIUCH O TAKHUX OTHOLLICHMAX — MOJJIENKa,
XOTS OOBIMHO KO’OTBHI HE HUCHOJIB3YIOT BOODpaXeHMe,
Kacasch 3TOH TeMbl. [[XUM — OZUHOKMM MAIbYMK, H
cuurtan Tupo cBoum apyroM. Ou Gecriokowica o Tupo,
XoTeJl B3ATb €ro ¢ coboii B AepeBHI0. THUpO YMTaI B
co3HaHMHU JIXuiMa MHOrO Takoro, YTo TOT He€ BbIpaXal
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cnopaMi. OH HayMHal BOpYaTh, BCIIOMMHAasA Te WIH
yHble Mbicin JIxuma. Ho Hudero He cmacér Tupo u
Mep OT ocyXIOeHHUs CTapeMIIMMM 32 UX ITOCTYTIOK.

JIKIIM TTOTIBITAJICS TNIEPEBEPHYTHCH, OH €ILE HE BIIOJIHE -
npocHysicd. U To, YTO OH He CMOr IIOLLUEBEIMTHCA,
MOKa3aJIoch eMy 4YacThio gypHoro cHa. Ho TyT oH mocra-
TOYHO TIpUIUEN B ceOs, YTOOB ocMoTpeTrbes. Kouku
BOKpYT 3aJBUTAJINCh, BBIION3ast U3-IION PeMHE M Ha-
MpaBIAACh K BbIXOMy. MaJIbunK YBHAEI, KaK cejia DTN
M NpMHIACh 3aKaThIBaTh pyKaBa IUIalla, YTOOBI OCBO-
0OIUTH PYKM.

Hukaxux ciaemoB Tupo u Mep.

— O, — ymyapwicd npoxpunerb JI>KuM, — TbI
3Haellb, Tae MbI?

OHa paccMesuiach. Takylo OIAM OH He 3HAT; 3TOM
IeBOYKe, KaXeTcs, BCE paBHO, UTO C Hel Oymer.

— 3DTO YTO-TO BpoOZie caMojieTa, — OBICTPO OTBeTWIA
OHa, — TOJIBKO OH JieTaeT ropasgo BbIlle OOBIMHBIX
camonéroB. I MBI mpwieTenu K ew€ omHoMy. Ham
BXOAUT BHYTPbh TOro. MoXeT, MBI IOJETHM Ha JIyHY!
MHe Bcé paBHO! — OHa CHOBa paccMesllach, M €€ KOCHY-
KM 3aapoxXaiu. — MoXeT, Ha JIyHe JIyJllie, YeM TaM, Tae
s ObL1a...

JIxuM crimoTHyA. OH BO3WICA C peMHEM, TOT HeOXH -
JIaHHO paccTerHyjacs, U JIXXMM cMoOr ero CHSATb. DJUIU
colilla ¢ yMa, IMPOCTO colwia ¢ yMa!

— M1 B neTalomieit Tapenouke?

— Huyero He 3Halo 0 JeTaloLIMX TapeJiKax, — OTBe-
TIa oHa. — Ho MuI 31ech, npasaa? Mep u Tupo, oHun
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MpHBEIU HAc CIOJA... BMECTE CO BCeMM 3TUMM KOILIKaMU.
Mep roBopuT, YTO OHU MX JUTbHHE POACTBEHHUKH, UTO
mwiemMs Mep Xorma-to Xwio ¢ Hamu. IloroM uyto-To
MIPOU30IILUI0, M OYeHB JOIro Takue, Kak Mep u Tupo, He
NOSABISUIUCH Y Hac. KolIKK, KOTophle OCTalUCh, U3Me-
Hwmck. HexoTophle HaCTONBKO, YTO HE CMOTJIM OTBETUTh
Ha CHMTHAI...

— KrTto TebGe Bc€ aT0 pacckazan? Mep?

OJUTK KUBHYJIA.

— A yTO 3TO 3a curHan?

BriepBrie 3a BCE BpeMsl CYacTIIMBOE BBIpa’KeHHE CO-
LLIUJIO C JIMLa DJUIM. '

— YTto0-TO II0X0€, OYEHB IUIOX0€ MOXET CIYUYHUTHCS C
HalIMM MUpoM. Mep u ocTanbHble, oHM 6osiTcs. [1oaTo-
My OHM TIPMILUTH, YTOOHI YBECTH CBOMX POJACTBEHHUKOB B

" Ge30macHoe MecTo.

— Yro-TO mioxoe... — mnoBropwr Ixum. BoiiHa?
Heyxenu cHoBa BoiiHa, Ha 3TOT pa3 aToMHaA?

— Ecnu oHU 3HaIOT 006 3TOM, TO MoYeMy He OCTaHO-
BAT?

OUIM TMpe3pUTEIbHO IMOcMOTpesaa Ha Hero: «Kak?
Jronu Takue TBepmosoOble. Thl Tymaellb, OHM CTaHYT
CIIyLIaTh XXUBOTHOE... KAKYIO-TO KOIIIKY... KOTOpas roBO-
PUT UM, YTO OHM MOCTYMAIOT HenpaBwibHo? JIronu Beeraa
CUYUTAIOT, YTO 3HAIOT JIyYIle».

XM BBIHYXIEH ObUT COIJIaCMTbCA, YTO OHa IpaBa,
«f nyyure 3Hao...» — JIXKMM CIOBHO BCIO XM3Hb 3TO
capiuut. OH Mor cebe MpeacTaBUTh, YTO ITPOM3OLUIO
651, ectn 661 Tupo, ckaxeM, Bowen B Bensnt oM u
3asBWI NPE3UACHTY, YTO HEJIb3 HaUMHATh BOIiHY. Jlaxe
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ecy OBbI MPEe3UNEHT €My MOBEPIUI, TOIA APYTHE CKA3aIU
OBI, YTO OH CITATIUI, MoBepuB Kouike! A THpo He MoXeT
0060iTH Bech MUp, yoexnas JIofeil.

— Mep rosopur, 4To Mbl 0OCOOEHHBIE. MBI ITOHMMaeM
MX MBICIM, KOTOpble OHM HaM mochLiaioT. JIlonu naBHO
yXe pasydwIuch 3TO HejiaTh, — MpoJo/ikaia DU, —
Tak s cMorna Haittu Mep.

— MoxeT OBITH, HO YTO Xe HaM JejaTh ceityac? —
JIxyM momomén K riaaBHoMy. — OHM NpMBE3NTM Hac
cioga. Tupo ckasan, 4To oHM GOSIIMCH, YTO MBI paccKa-
KeM ApYrMM o6 ux Kopabe... WIM YTO y HMX... U OH
JoaxeH OpUT Hac B3ATh. Ho roe oHM OyoyT Hac OepxXaTh?

— MHe Bcé paBHO. Hudero u3 ocraBierocss MHe He
HYXHO, — 3agBWIa Owin. — S xouy 6bTh ¢ Mep wu,
MOXET, YYacTBOBaTb B €€ NpHUKIIOYeHUAX. babyuika
yMmepna. M, HaBepHoe, Ha CaMOM-TO JieJe HHUKaKOro
JloMa, Kyaa Obl 1 MorJla yexaTh, HeT. Ho s Haiiny MecTo
s cebs M ana Mep!

— Xorten OBl 9 3HATh, YTO OHM C HaMM CHENAIOT, —
XM BoBce He MCITBITHIBAI TaKOil YBepeHHOCTH.

«JTrogu! — npeaBoauUTeNbHULIA AHA ObUTa TaK YAUBIIC-
Ha, YTO ILUepCcThb Y He€ Ha CIMHE BCTala ObIGOM. —
HeBo3MmoxHo ceituac MMeThb gejio ¢ moabmu! Bl HeMen-
JIECHHO COTpPETe MX BOCIIOMUHAHUSA M BEpHETE...»

«f1 nmpexpABIAI0 CBOU IpaBa Ha IEBOYKY!»

HacTymuia TiimHa, TOJIbKO roJIoBbl IIOTHUMATUCH U
MOBOPAYNBAINCh, CITMHBI HampAraiuch. AHa U Prenu
XOJIOOHO CMOTpeu Ha Mep.

«ITo npaBy Hallero qpeBHero 3akoHa, s IPeXbIBIAIO
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MpaBa Ha AeBOYKY, — Mep mosropwia, He APOrHYB NMOJg
CBMIpPEeNTbIM B3DJIAOM CTapeHmIHX. — Tako#i oOnyai u3-
BECTCH B Hallleil ICTOPHAU».

«Yenopexa HEBO3MOXHO IIPUPYUMTH®, — BO3pa3ul
PDnenu.

«J[leBOoYyka ycTaHOBWIA CO MHOM MBICJICHHHM KOH-
TakT. OHa o4YeHb MoJioga. Bemp HalIMX KOTAT MOXHO
HayyuTh. ECIM OHAa CABIIINT MBICIH, OH2 CMOXET M
HayuyuThcA. PasBe He TakoBa JIorMKa, KOTOPOM MBI Tak
ropaumca?»

«TBI NMOHVMaemb, YTO O3HAayaeT TBOE TpeOoBaHKe,
miaaniag cecrpa? E€ nmoctynku 6yayT cuMTaThCs TBOM-
MH. Ecoim oHa miposBUT ceb6sd BpaxaeOHO, THI TOXe
MepecTaHElIb OBITh HaM POACTBEHHMLIEH, U TeOS U3ro-
HSIT, — CepPbE3HO MbIcwia AHa. — DTO 3ajaya He ITIo
cwiaM 60JabpIIMHCTBY KO oTOB. ITogymait, mranmas cec-
Tpa, Mpexie YeM JaTh oOemaHHue. Takoe obelaHne THI
JIOJIXXHa OyAelllb MCITONHSTh BCIO CBOIO XHW3Hb».

«4 310 3Ha. Ho oHa poacreeHHa MHe 1o pasymy. S
He MOTIY ITPOCTO IPEAOCTABHTH €€ TOM cyapde, KoTopad
OXHIaeT Jogei».

<A Manpauk?» — Borpoc 3agan ®nemn. OH nepeBén
B3ran ¢ Mep Ha Tupo. Bece xnanm.

Tupo BbIcTaBWI KOITH. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YyBCTBOBAI
ceOd OYeHb HEJOTMYHBIM, TIOYTH IO-YeNOBEYECKH, OH
Jaxe OIsiHy/lca Ha Mep. D10 oHa cBouM 6Ge3paccyacT-
BOM BTsHyJa ero. OH He XOYyeT HAejlaTh TaKoe Xe
sasiBnieHue o AxuMe. Ho Bcé e Mabuuk MHOroobela-
foluit. OgHaKo NpeAbSIBUTH Ha HETO IpaBa Mepe BCeMM
KO’OTaM¥, B3AThb Ha ceOS TaKyl0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTH —
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COBCEM Apyroe Aeno. JIOTMYHBIN BBIXOJ TaKOB: OH JO-
JOKEH COrJNacHUThCs Ha H3MEHEHHE BOCIIOMHHAHHIA
JIXuMa, BepHYTB €Io B CIICYIOLIMIA TIPIUTET 3a 6eXeHLa-
MH U COBEpIIeHHO I03a0bITh 0 HeM. Bor yto Oymer
pasyMHo. Ho... oH mpocro He MoxeT. Eciu oH He
MOBTOPMT TO, YTO caenaia Mep, Gosblie HUKOTAA OH He
CTaHeT NMpeXHUM Tupo, KakKUM Bcerga cebs cuuTall.
J1o6poBOIBHO WIH HeLOOPOBOIBHO, OH JODKEH Iocie-
moBath 3a Mep. M mocrapaTbcd YKpenmuTb MO3TOBOIA
KOHTakT c¢ JIxximoM. OH Hagesuics, uro Mep npasa, yTo
3TUX JIIOAEi, KaK U KOTAT, MOXHO Hay4YUTb.

«5] MpeXBLARNAI0 CBOH NTPaBa Ha MaIbUYMKa», — CKa3all
OH, NMpUHUMasA Ha cebd Bc€, YTo ¢ HUM cBs3aHo. U
moyeMmy-to THpo 6BU1 ITyOOKO, aBCONIOTHO HEJIOIMYHO
CYaCTJIUB.

DJUIH paccMesuiach, ¥ XXM, paccMaTpHUBalOILIMIA NP~
6opbI, OBICTPO OITISTHYJNCH.

— Ouu 310 caenam! Mep u Tupo ckasanu, Yro MbI
MOXEM" OCTaThCA C HUMH!

— OTKyaa Thl 3Haellb... — Ha4an 6bu10 JIKMM, HO TYT
TOXE OIIYTWI YBEPEeHHOCTb. THpO... OH HyXeH THpo,
TO-HACTOAIIeMY HYXCEH!

JIxuM ces1 Ha MATKMIT noi. Terneppb, Koraa pelleHHe
6bU10 MPHHATO, OH TOXe IMOYYBCTBOBaI ceba cBobox-
HbIM, KaKk M Omiu. Ilocne cMeprm Mambl M namsl Ha
3eMJle Y Hero HUKOIO HET, a BliepeH caMblie HEBepOAT-
Hble npuktiodenns. O u Tupo, Dwu u Mep — crroBHO
BCTyIaelib B TEIUIBIH Kpyr. UX XAET coBceM-COBCEM
Ipyroe Oymyuiee, Ho OH Gompmre He GowuTcs, Tenepb
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Bokpyr Hero poamuu. Pommun? Kaxas-to HeGonblias
YacTb CO3HAHUS IPOJOIXATa COMHEBaTbCs, HO BOT U
OHa yJoBJeTBopwiach. JIKUM TIOCMOTpeNl Ha OBepb.
Ckopo npugét Tupo. Bcé B mopsiake, OTHbIHE Bee OyaeT
B IOpSIOKE.

MWP 3BE3THBIX
KO’OTOB

I'nasa 1
Ilocadxa na 3ummoppe

Hdyn Berep, TpaBa lLuelecTesla M THYJIach, a BBEpXY
cBeTWIO Térutoe conHue: Ho He6o — 3mech OHO BoBce
He ronyboe c GenbiMu obmakamu. Her, oHo cierka
seneHoBatoe. M TpaBa, mienecrsiiyass M THyUascs, —
OYeHb TEMHas, Takoil XM DBaHC HUKOIIA He BUAEI,
Koe-rIe Io Heil mpoberatu XEJITo-KOPUYHEeBbIe MoJI0C-
k1. Ho B TpaBe TyT M TaM IECTpPeIM LBETHI C IATHIO
JieTleCTKaMM LiBeTa Heba.

Manpyuk riny6oko B3goxHyn. M Bosmyx 3mech Ipyroii.
3amaxoB, KOTOpbie OH OINYILIAJ BCIO CBOK KOPOTKYIO
XU3Hb, HeT. Ho ecTb apyrue, HesHakoMble. OH ocTo-
poxHo ocMoTpescs. Be€ Gomplire v 60abIIc HeGONMBIINX
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OTIIMYMII, Bc€ 6oJiee 3aMETHO OTCYTCTBHE 3HAKOMOTO.
BriepBble C TOro BpeMeHM, KaK OH IOKMHYJ CBOIO pO-
IHY10 TUTaHeTy, JIKMM ciierka MCIyraics.

PanoMm ¢ HuM Omiu Mbsit BpayH mmpoko pasBena
PYKH, CIIOBHO XOTesa OOHATb TpaBy M BECh 3TOT YYXKOM
Mup — 3UMMOppY.

— IIpocto omimyno! Hukakux rpsasHbIX 3MaHUi, HU-
kakoit BoHU. Kak mom 6abywiku B nmepeBHe! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa M HETPOMKO paccMmesuiacb. — MHe
KaxeTcsi, 3T0 Kak coH! Hukorma He gymana, yro MbI
OKaXeMCsl B TaKOM IPeKpacHOM MecTe!

— Ho... oHO Xe coBceM JIpyroe, — TPEBOXHO BO3pa-
swn JIxuMm. — Pa3Be ThI Korna-HUOYOb BuOesa 3eJIEHOE

He60? A mocMOTpHU clola, — OH YyKa3aJl Ha LBeTOK,
3eq€HbIe UBeThl. Pa3dBe THI BUOesa Takoe?
— MoxeT, M HeT, — comlacwiach DwM. — Ho He

MOHMMAl0, TIOYEMY MM IOJXEeH OBITh TOYHO TaKUM Xe,
Kak apyroii. 9ro Mup Mep u Tupo. Y MHe oH KaxeTcs
NpeKpacHbIM!

JI>XUM 4yThb MOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY Y B3IJIAHYJI Ha MaJIeHb-
KU KOCMUYECKMH YENTHOK, M3 KOTOPOro OHU TOJBKO
YTO BBILLIHA B 3TOT HOBBIN AeHb. VI3 OTKpBITOrO JI0Ka 32
HMMM BHMMaTeJIbHO Habmomanu Twupo, ero 4épHasg
LIepCTh CBepKajia BCA, IO MOCIASIHEro Bojiocka, 1 Mep,
¢ e€ TycKJIOoM cepo-6eoit mepcThio. THPO He KOT (XOTd
IxuMy TpyaHoO He QyMaTh TaK o HEM). OH Ko’oT, noTo-
MOK JIpeBHel pachl KOCMHYECKMX MCCIieIOBaTeNei.

J>x1M, ciierka MCITyraHHbIH HE3HAKOMbBIM MMPOM, T10-
YYBCTBOBAJI TEIUIOE NMPUKOCHOBeHMe MbIcau Tupo: «He
BONHYyMcs, geTéHbIU. Bc€ B mopsiake».
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ManpuMK B3[IAHYA Ha GONMBIIOrO YEPHOro Ko’OTa,
Tupo ApyXeao6HO CMOTpeN Ha HEr0 CBOMMM 3eJIEHBIMHM
rmasamu. W JIXMM cpa3y NMOYYBCTBOBaI cebs Jiydile.
KoHeuHo, TUTaHeTa BO MHOTMX OTHOILEHMSIX YyXas, HO
3TOro M cJegoBajJio oXumaTb. Tupo M Mep obGewanu
1o3aboTUThC 0 HEM U Dun Mait, u JIXuM ObUT yBepeH,
YTO OHM CAepXaT obell[aHUe. ’

Korma-to maBHBIM-IAaBHO KO’OTHI YacTO TPWIETATIH
Ha poAHyIo IuiaHeTy JXyMa ¥ D — 3eMiTio, U OHM
HaIlUTM TaM HEMaIo JIiofeif, ¢ KOTOPHIMU MOIJIM MBIC-
JICHHO OOIL[aThcHd, U MO3TOMY KO'OTHI M JIIOMH CMOTIH
obMeHMBaTbcd 3HaHWAMU. Ko’OTHI XWIM B XpaMax M
JIOMax JIlogeil, U K HUM OTHOCWIMCH C ITOYETOM U YBaXe-
HUEM.

Ho noroM — moau usmMeHwinchk. Hayaauce BoitHbI, H
Té HEMHOTHWe, KTO MOT MBICJIEHHO pa3roBapMBaTh C
KO’OTaMH, ObUTM YOMTHI, a UX XpaMbl ¥ ropofia pa3rpab-
neHbl. 1 KO’OTBI, KOTOpBIE XWIH C JIIOObMH, TOXE
U3MeHWIUCh. UM NpUIUTOCH U3MEHUTHCS, YTOOHI JOOBI-
BaTh ITHILY, OHM Bcé OoJiee MOXOOWIM Ha JIoAeH M BCE
MeHblIe — Ha Ko’oToB. Ko’oTHI, Npomo/pKaBIIve JeTaTh
B KOCMOCE, COWIH 3CMIIO JIOBYILIKOM, 3/IbIM MECTOM, FIe
BCETAa BOWMHBI U C JIOABMU U XUBOTHBIMU MPOUCXOAAT
CTpallHbIe BelIN.

Ckopo cpenu KO’O0TOB K BIacTU TpHIIUTAa HOBasg Iap-
tva. Ko’oTel mpogomxanu Habmogate 3a 3emiéit u
BilICJIM, KaK JIIOOU OTPABJIAIOT BO3AYX, MCTOILAIOT IOY-
By, YOMBAIOT Ipyr Apyra B BoitHax. M1 GbUTIO NMpHUHATO
pellicHUEe CIIacTH KaK MOXHO OoJibllle CBOUX HAJIbHUX
poauyeil — 3eMHBIX KOILIEK.
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ITo Bceit riaHere [IXMMa BBICAIWIOCh MHOXECTBO
TPAHCIOPTHBIX KOpabiiei: KO OThl TOPOIIWINCh, OHU CUH-
TaJIH, YTO YeJIOBEK MAET K MOC/IeTHE YHUUTOXUTETbHOM
poitte. IToneBuie pa3sBeJUNKM C 3TUX KOpabjieil OTHICKU-
BaJIM TeX Ha 3eMJTe, KTO elli€ MOT OTBETHUTh Ha MbICIIEHHbII
NPU3BIB KO'OTOB.

Tupo U Mep OBUIM TaKMMM pa3BegYMKaMH. THpo
npumen K JIXuMy, MOoToOMy 4TO eMy ObUT HYyXEeH «I0M»,
rge ObI OH Mor obOCHOBAaTbCs, Pa3bICKMBasl TeX, KOIO
MOXHO crmacTH. A Mep ToYHO TaK Xe BbiOpaia Diuiu
Mbii.

Ho moToM nmpou30LwIio HEYTO HEOXUIAHHOE, HA YTO
KO’OTBI He pacCUUTHIBIM. OHU TakK JaBHO He ODILAIMCh
MBICJIEHHO C JIIOAPMM, YTO JaXe¢ MW He IBITAJIUCh 3TO
coenats. Ho JIxuMm cyMen y3Hate uMs Tupo, OH 3HaJ,
KXoraa GoNpIIoi YEPHBIM KOT B 0€30MacHOCTU. A DIUIH
Mbii BcTymia B KOHTAaKT ¢ Mep eui€ jerye.

MoxeT, 3TO MPOM3OLLUIO MOTOMY, YyTOo [IXHMM 4yB-
CTBOBaJ ce0s 0YeHb HeCYAaCTHBIM, TaK KaK ero poauTeau
noru6JaM B aBUakatacTpode, 1 oH ObUT OYCHBb OJMHOK B
IOMe CBOMX NPUEMHBIX poauTesei (xora Jdeitbl 1 ObUTH
IOOpHI K HeMy); Mo3ToMy J[KMUM M CMOT HEMHOro Mo-
HATh Tupo. A D Mait — oHa ToXe ObUIa OJUHOKA.
Korma ymepna e€ 6abyiuka, y AeBOYKM HE OCTIOCh
HMKOro, Kpome Mep.

HMmenHo Omnmm Mbaii, oTbickuBas Mep B CHIBHYIO
6yp1o Houblo, mpuBea JIXKMMa K CHpATAHHOMY YeTHOKY
M 6e306013HEeHHO BouLIa B Hero, a JIxuM — 3a Heil.
OcranpHble KO OTH XOTC/IH, YTo6bI IXMM ¥ DU ocTa-
Juch Ha 3eMile, HO Koraa BHavyane Mep, a notoM 1 Tupo
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COIJTaCWINCH MPU3HATD IeTeld CBOUMH pOAMIaMHU U IIPU-
HATH Ha cebsA OTBEeTCTBEHHOCTH 32 UX AEWCTBUA, AETAM
GBLIO ITO3BOJIEHO JIeTeTh ¢ Ko oTamu. M Korga Gonbiuoit
criacaTeJIbHBIM Kopalib COLIEN CO CBOEH OKOJIO3eMHOM
opOUTHI, Ha ero 6opTy Haxogwinch JIXKuM 1 DJUIH.

Koneyno, camoro monéra onu He nomHuau. Ha xo-
pabjie 6GbUIO MaJIO MecCTa M 3aIlacoB IpPOJOBOJBCTBUA, U
TIOTOMY He TOJIBKO CIAac€HHbIC KOIIKH; HO U MaJIb4YMK U
IeBouyKa BC€ BpeMs criayM. [JIXXUM NMaxXe HUKAKMX CHOB
He moMHII. EMy Ka3anock, YTo e11¢ COBCeM HeJaBHO OH
cryman o6bAcHeHua Tupo, Kya OHM OTIpPaBJIAIOTCA U
rnoyeMy. A IOTOM IPOCHYJICA U BBIILIES M3 YEJHOKa,
KOTOPBII JOCTaBWI HMX Ha MeCTO.

IToka oH eumié He OYEeHb XOPOIIO YMeeT BOCHpPHHU-
MaThb M MOCHUIaTh MBICIH, XyXKe ODJUTH M23ii, XOTd OYeHb
crapaetca. Ho oH yciblian JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOH 3HATD,
YyTO 3TO 3MMMOppa, IUIaHeTa, C KOTOPOil IPWIETeNH
Tupo u Mep. OHa He oYeHb OTIIMYAETCH OT 3eMJIH, OH M
OJUIH BIIOJIHE MOTIYT JIBIIIATH €€ BoanyXOM M XXUTB 31eCh,
XOTSI MHOT'O€ M KaXeTCs YYXKUM.

Temneps 3aropopwia Dwm. «OHM XOTAT, YTOOBI MBI
BepHy/MUCh B pakety. IS Hac NMPUTOTOBIEHO ApPYroe
MecTO, — OHa yKa3aja Ha Tupo u Mep. — M&I HekoTo-
poe BpeMs MpobyaeM TaM — C OCTATbHBIMU KOLIKAMHU,
— 100 y IeBOYKM ciierka Hamopuiwica. — OHU cyuTa-
JOT, YTO MBI MOXEM 3arpsI3HUTH HX MUD».

«3arps3HUTh UX Mup?» — mnomyMan JIxum. OH He
O4YeHb MOHUMAJ, YTO 3TO 3HA4YMT. Ho yXe mén Hasag K
yenHOKy. Ilpukas Tupo 3Byyan crporo. Cuas Ha MAr-
KOM IOy pyOKM ympaBieHus, XM crapaics IyMaTh
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4y€TKO, OTOTHATh O6ECITOKOMCTBO, YYBCTBO YYXKIOCTH 3TO-
ro mupa. Heckonbko MrHOBeHH#l, HeCMOTpsS Ha
npucyrctBue O Mbait m Tupo, eMy OBUIO O4YeHB
IUTOXO.

YeTHOK COBEpIIWI pe3KHil IOIBEM, OT KOTOPOTO CBe-
JI0O BHYTPEHHOCTH: BCE paBHO 4YTO B JU(PTE, KOTOPLIA
MoAHMMaeTcsA cauIKoM Grictpo. IToToMm ¢ nérkum To-
YKOM CHOBa IPHU3eMJIIWICS.

Korna Ha 3ToT pa3 Tupo oTKpbUI JIIOK, OHH YCIIbIIIa-
JIK IIYM CWIbHee Jo6oro Berpa. CiblIanoch MIyKaHbe,
BOpYaHHUe, UIMIICHHE; DJUIH 3acMesUlach M ITOMON3Na K
moky. leBouka BBIIVISIHYJIa HApYXy U IIMUPOKO PacKphl-
THIMU TJIa3aMM OIJIAHYNAch Ha Jxuma.

— Huxoraa B XM3HH He BHIEIa CTOJbKO KOIieK! —
Ccepbe3HO cKasasa oHa. — WX TYT coTHM.

Ona OpICTpO HMc4Ye3na B JIIOKE, Tellepb HacTajla o4ye-
pens Ixuma. OH IPOTHCHY/ACA B ABePb U 3aMep. DIUTU
Mbit 6b1a coBepmieHHo mpaBa. OH CToAX Iocpeau
Mopsi KoleK. Bcex uBeToB, BCeX pa3MepoB M IIOPO.:
CHaMCKHe, TepCHUACKHE, KOPOTKOLIEPCTHhIE M TaKue,
KakKMX OH HMKOrga He BHIEelI, — TaK CTPaHHO OHH
BBITIAOAT. BhUTO MHOTO MaTepeii ¢ JeTbMU, OHM coGupa-
I KOTAT BOKPYr ceOsS M CepAWTO IUMITEIH, KOraa
MPHMGIIDKATNCH YyXaKU; TIOMYB3POCIBIE KOTATA, XyIble U
TOJICTBIE KOIUKH.

Ilepen HUMM cTOAIO KaKOE-TO HEBBICOKOE 3/IaHME; BO
BCAKOM ciayyae JIXKMMy OHO II0Ka3aJloCh HEBBICOKHUM,
XOTA JJIS KO'OTOB OHO HaBepHAKa o4YeHb Ooibiroe. U
CHOBa OTVIMYMSA B pasMepax 3AaHHil HAITOMHWIM MaJb-
YUKy, KaK JajJieKO OHU OT BCEero 3HaKOMOIO M
NPUBBIYHOTO.
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B Gmipkaiiiiiee M3 TaKuX 3JaHUI BIHBAJICS MOTOK —
IIMpoKass peKa KoueK. I1o BHELIHUM KpasM IUeCTBUSA
CTOSUIM CaMM KO’ OThI. XXMM He MOT YJIOBHUTh MX MBICIIH,
HO OBUT YBepeH, YTO OHU YCIIOKaUBAIOT U HaIpaBISAIOT
GeXeHleB.

Henmanexo ot Onnu Maii cuaena Kollika-MaTh. Tolas
nécrpasd KOILUKa, C IpA3HON ILEpPCThIO; OHa He ObUia
MoXoXa Ha JoMalllHee XHWBOTHOe, CKopee ObUTa Ha 3eM-
Jie TojogHoli 6poasroii. Ternepb oHa cobpaia BOKpPYr
ce0s TPOMX CBOMX KOTAT M CEpAUTO ‘LIMITENIa, KOria
MPOXOASIIUE KOLIKA CMOTpPEIN Ha Heé.

Mep nerko BBIOIPBHITHYIA M3 4YeJIHOKa, ITOAoLUIa K
MECTPOI1 KOLUKE U KOCHYJIACh HOCOM Hoca 0eCIoKoiHOM
MartepH. IToToM noaHsTa Y€PHOro KOTEHKA 3a IIIMBOPOT,
TaK YTO OH ITOBHUC B BO3[yXe, pasMaxuBas TOHCHbKMMU
JankaMy. Marb B3sla phDKero KOTEHKa, a Dt Mboait
nogo6paja ocraBIlerocs, cepo-6eoro.

— IMomwm! — cxomanpmosana oHa [xumy. — OHM
XOTAT OYHCTUTH BCEX KOLIEK OT 0JI0X M MPOYMX HaceKo-
MbX. U mo3abotrsarcsa o paHeHbIX M OOJbHBIX.

Broxu u HacekoMsle! [IxxuM crnerka Bo3myTtwicad. OH
COBEpUICHHO 4ucT. A MoxeT, HeT? OH B3IJIAHYT Ha
rpsA3HbIC MATHA Ha CBOeii 00yBU M MKXUHCcax. MoxXerT, A
KO’OTOB OH INPOCTO OTBPaTUTEBLHO IPSA3CH.

WM npHULLTIOCh OMYCTHUTHCS Ha YeTBEPEHBKM, YTOOLI
NpoJe3Th B ABEPDb 30aHUA. A BHYTPU...

JXKUM MCITyCTWI cabblif HEroAyIoWMii 3BYK, O4YeHb
TIOXOXWII Ha BO3rjachkl mporecTta Kolek. IloroMy yro
YbU-TO PYKH... HCT, HE PYKH... KPENKO, HO He OONBHO
CXaJu ero.

§2



OH mnormsITajIcs BHIPBAaThCs, HO He cMor. Merawin-
yeckas MalllMHa, HallOMMHaloLas nayka (rmo KpaiHei
Mepe Jlanm y He€ He MeHblle, YeM Yy IMayKa, CMATEHHO
ayman JIXuM), MpoyHO yaepXuBaia ero. KoHeuyHocTs,
roxoxasi Ha KIELIHI0, CXBaTWIa ero TeHHUCKY, Iorjia-
Hwia TKaHb, @ MIOTOM Ha HE¥W BBHIPOCIM OCTphIe Kpaf,
KOTOpHIE pa3pe3aiu OAeXIy MajbyuKa Ha rmoaockl. Co-
BEpUICHHO royioro J>XXuMa CyHYJIM B TECHOE IIOMEI[eHHE,
M 32 HUM 3aXJIOIHYJIach ABepb. W mpexme yeM oH cMor
BBIPA3UTh ITPOTECT, Erd OKYTAJI TEIUIBIA BO3OYX CO CTpaH-
HBIM 3aIlaXxoM.

TToxoxe Ha BO3OYIIHBIA Ay, TMogyMaix OH. CTeHBI
OTPACTWIM MHOXECTBO CTEpXHEM, KaXIblil 3aKaH4H-
BJICA MATKOI MOAYILEYKOMH, 3TH IOAYLUICYKH TEPJIH €ro
TeNO, €POUIMJIM BOJIOCHI, ITPUINAXHBAIM, CHOBa
B3bE POIIHBAIH.

OmnpaBMBIIMCH OT HEOXUAAHHOTO HamageHUs, Maib-
YUK TeIepb IPOCTO CIOKOWHO XMmaJ, MOKa MAaIllMHBI
MpOJIeIAloT CBOIO pabGoTy, M JaXe ITOAYMal, KaKMM 00-
Pa30M MalllMHa MOIBITAETCS PACIUIECTH TUIOTHBIE KOCHYKH
Omuin Moaii. OH He coMHeBajICd, YTO C Heil IIpoIesIbIBa-
IOT TO X€, YTO M C HUM. .

Bckope HOBBIIT MOTOK BO3Myxa, Ha 3TOT pa3 Mpoxial-
Heil ¥ ¢ IpYTMM 3aIlaxoM, OKYTaJI €To TeJlo. 3aTeM ABeph
SIIIMKA pacmaxHynaach, JI)KMM IPHHSUT 3TO KaK IpUIIa-
LIEHME M BBINOJ3 HapyXy.

ITayxoo0Opa3Hasa MalllMHa Xaana ero. Ho Ha 3ToT pa3
OHa ero He cxXBaTwWia, a Hao0OpOT, MPOTAHYJA KOHeY-
HOCTb C KaKoMH-TO ITyILMCcTOi Belublo. BHavane JIxwmM
HOIyMall, YTO 3TO ITOJOTEHLEe, HO, BCTPSAXHYB, OGHapy-

83



XWI, YTO OEPXUT KOCTIOM CTpaHHOro BHaa: 6e3 pyxa-
BOB, JUTMHOIT O KOJIEH, CAEaHHbII U3 TOJICTOTO IUTIOLIA,
TIOXOXEro Ha IepcTh. XXM HaTIHYJI ero U 0OHapyXILI,
YTO TKaHb pacTArMBaeTcs, IUIOTHO oOOJieraeT Teao M
HaCTOJIbKO JIerKa, YTO KaXeTcsd BTopoii koxeil. Huyero
nogo6Horo oH HUKoraa He Haaesal. KocrioM pacxo-
JWICA Ha TPYAM, U HUKAKOM 3aCTEXKM He Hauutock. Ho
MallIMHa-TIayK CJIOBHO TMOHSUIA €ro 3aTpyAHeHHe, poOoT
TIPOTSIHY/I PYKY M IUIOTHO MpyoKal Kpas omexabl. OHM
COeIMHWINCEH 1a TaK Y OCTAINCh. JIDKUM HEMHOTO MO3K-
CINIePUMEHTHPOBAT M OOHAPYXWI, YTO Pe3KO NOTSIHYB,
MOXET PacKphITh KOCTIOM, a HaXUMas Ha COeIUHEHME,
MOXeET U 3aKpHITh €ro.

— Jlyyire MOJTHUU, — 3aMETWI OH BCJIYX, ITOHAB, KaK
JIeXiCTBYeT 3aCTeXKa.

OH ocmortpenca. IToTok Kolliek, BMeCTe ¢ HUM BO-
LIeAUINIA B 3MaHUe, Kyaa-To noaeBancsd. [axe D He
OBUIO BUIHO,

OrtkanuisBmiuch, J[XXUM CHOBa 3aroBOpWI. «DJLIH,
Iae ThI?»

— 3mech, — HOeBOYKa ITOSIBWIACh B APYTOM KOHILIE
3a7ma. XOTs Ha CTeHaX BUIHEIMCh HeOONMbLUINE KOHTYPHI
IPYTyX BXOAOB B ITOMELIeHHE, Terleph BCe BXOABI ObLIH
MPOYHO 3aKPHIThI. J>KUM MUTHYIL.

OMM BBIVISIAENa COBEPLICHHO MO-HOBOMY. Bce mo
TOTO TUIOTHO 3aIUIeTEHHbIE KOCUYKHU pacIyCTIINCh, BO-
JIOCHI CTOSLTM IbIOOM, CIIOBHO KaXAyl0 KOCHYKY CHayaia
pacnyliwiv, a IOTOM IOCTaBWIM BepTHKalbHO. To-
HEHbKHE PYKU M HOTH, He TOJILE, YeM Yy MallIMHBI-TTayKa,
ObUTM OOHaXEHBI, KaK U Y Hero, Ja M KOCTIOM Ha HeW
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OBUT TOYHO TaKOM Xe, TOTBKO JPYTOTO LIBETA — XEJTHIIA.

JleBoYKa JJaCKOBO MOIJIQIIIA CBOIO ONEXKIY.

— IToxoxe Ha miepcrb. 310 Mep Benena caenaTh Mx
s Hac. [IpuarHo. [IpusTHO M MATKO.

— KoMy Benena? — JI>XuM HampaBWICS K Heif.

— Pa6oynm mamiaM. OHHU 31eCh BCE [eTaloT: I0Ma,
¢bnaepsl, BCc€, UTO HYXXKHO Ko oTaM. IIpocTo HYyXHO cecTh
M TIOOyMaTh, YTO Tebe HYXXHO, U OHHU caenaloT. [Toiaém.
A ectb xouy. A TBI?

DTN cXBaTWIa ero 3a PYKY Y MoBeJa K IPYToif ABEpH.
MM npuuuiocs HU3KO NMPUTHYTHCH, YTOOHI mpoitti. Ho
BHYTPH OHUM CHOBa CMOIIM pacnpsAMHUTHCA. MHOXeCTBO
KOILIEK C COCPEeNOTOYCHHBIM T'OJIOOAHBIM BUAOM €M —
KaXgas M3 OTHeJbHOI MMCOYKM. [IXMM BCMOTpescd B
Omxaitnrylo MuUcKy. TéMHO-KOpUYHEBOE MECHBO BBI-
[JIA0e/I0 He O4eHb NPHBIEKATeJbHO, HO Koraa DIUTh
Mbsit cka3asia, YTO XOYET €CTh, CIIOBHO KTO-TO HaXal
KHOMKY, ¥ JIXXMM cpa3y MOYYBCTBOBaJ, KaKOil y HEro
mycToil xuBoT. OH mMOAyMal, CKOJIBKO Xe€ BpeMEHU
MPOIUIO C TOM HOUM, KOTa OH B ITOCJIEAHMIA pa3 MoyXH-
HaJI, a IOTOM OTIpaBWICA Ha IOMCKH D Mbsit u
nomnaj B NMPUKIIOYEHNE, KOTOPOE U 1eMeph MHOTAA Ka-
XeTcs eMy HepealbHbIM.

D Mbsit yBepeHHO IpoILIa MMMO PSfa JeIOBUTO
XeBaBIINX KolleK — JIXXKUM 3aMeTWI, YTO Y KaXIoi U3
HMX IIEpCTh CBEpKaeT TaK Xe, KaK y Tupo, — npuBena
€ro B JApYroil KoHell ITOMELICHWSA M T0Ka3aja Ha JBe
YalllKi, B KOTOPBIX OKa3aloCh BOBCE HE KOPHYHEBOE
MecuBo. Hampotus, Ha KaXxmoii iexana Oysiouka cTpaH-
Hoit ¢opMbI, U U3 He€ TOpYTH OMIITEKCHI.
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JIxum cxBatwn ogHy. «Kak Thl Mx pasgobbuta?» —
CIIPOCWI OH M XaAHo oTKycwi. He coBceM kak rambyp-
rep, HO BKYCHO; OH 3HEpPrHYHO Hayal XeBaTb.

— S pacckazana Mep, a oHa Benena MallMHe, —
ropao oTBeTwia D M3it. — YV HUX He Takas Nuuia,
KaK y Hac. 31ech €€ AelaloT MalIdHbl. Mep Ibrranach
MHE paccKasaTh, HO, HaBepHOe, 1 HeI0OCTaTOYHO 3Halo,
YTOOBI IMOHATh, — YNBIOKA A€BOYKH YYTh Mobdnexna. —
Belb HUKOTAa He y4uiach B IIKOJIE, XOTA MHOIO 3Halo.
He Morna npocro octaBuTh 6a6yILIKy, KOra HEKOMY 3a
Hell ObUIO MpHCMOTpeTh. Mep IrOBOPUT, YTO 3[eCh MEI
TOLiAEM B IIIKONAY... OyIeM YyUUThCS ZyMaTh, YTOOBI YMETb
YNpaBIATh MallIHHAMH.

JokMM mpoxeBan M npornotTwi. MammHa, Koropad
Aenaetr muuy... HaBepHoe, mpaBna. Kak muccuc Heitn,
roToBsiuiast nedeHbe. TOMBKO TaM XEHIMHA CMELIMBANA
MYKY, fiflia M BCE OCTalbHOE, a 31eCh 3TO Je/acT Malllu-
Ha. Bellb y K0’0TOB HeT pyK, Kak y moaeit. UM npuxonurcs
T0Jib30BaThCA MallIMHAMU, KaK JIIOASM — UHCTPYMEHTa-
MU, YTOOBI JIe/IaTh BElIH.

Ho — 1yt /I BriepBhie 3arnsgHyn Mofanblie — Kak
TOTAa KO’ OTHI CAEJIANM NepBbie MAallIMHbI, BEAb Y HUX HET
PYK, YTOORI AepXaTh KJIelY, OTBEPTKM M IApyrie HH-
crpyMeHThI? OH He HOyMaeT, YTO MOXHO MBIC/IbIO
3aKpyTUTh BHHT WIH MsroroBuTh MeTawt. Kak xe oHu
CMOIIY caenath MamMHbI? KoHeyHo, oH yuTan paccka-
361 O TOM, YTO MOXHO H3TOTOBHTH Po6OTa, KOTOPDIf
M3roTOBUT APYToro pobora, a TOT TPeThero, M TaK Janee.
B aToM ecTb cMruicn. OH TakXe BepwI, YTO KO OTHI MOTYT
OTHAaTh MBICIICHHBIH NpYMKa3, H MallIMHbI OyayT padorarhb
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A HuX. YTo-HHOYIb BpOe KOMITHIOTEPOB, TOJIBKO pa-
60TaloOT Mo MbICIEHHOMY NpuKasy. Ho Bean ¢ yero-to
HYXHO ObUTO Hayarh. M KaK BCE-TakM MOSBWIACH caMas
neppad MamyHa? MoxeT, OH y3HaeT 06 3TOM B HIKOJE,
0 KOTOpoii ropopwia i Mai.

OHY NPUKOHYWIM raMOyprephi, KOTOphle OBUIM He
coBceM raMGyprepsl, 1 J[XXUM MpeayIoXwwi, YTo6bl DU
Mbii monpo6oBasia MOTy4YUTh MOPOXEHOTO... WIH KOKH. ..

— Hago nomnpocurs Mep, — aeBouka oGIM3BIBaNa
naipbl. — BoT 3ra MammHa... — OHa yKasaja Ha
KBaApaTHHI MeTaUIMYeCKUI SIIHK Y CTeHEI. Pdamom c
HMM cTosia Mep. Diwiu Mbait mofolilia K Heil M IIocMoT-
peJia B roy0ble I71a3a Ko’oTa. XM HeJIOBKO IoIle BeIT
IUIeYaMH, MEXOBOM KOCTIOM IUIOTHO IIpWIeran K Telay M
JIETKO IMOAJaBalcs ABHOKEHUAM. TaKk MHOIO HyXHO Ho-
HATb OZHOBpeMeHHO. M... 3TM MBICIeHHBIE IIPHUKa3bI
BBISBIBAJIM €0 OecriokoiicTBo. EMy He HpaBmiIach MbIC/Ib
0 TOM, YTO JI000H KO’OT MOXET HAacTPOMUTHCS Ha ero
MOGT... CJIOBHO OH TeJICBU30p WIM YTO-TO TaKoOe...

Mep noBepHy;a roxoy K Mauinde. IIpousonuio ka-
KOe-TO JBIDKCHME Ha YPOBHe Noa, ¥ Dt Mait focrana
M3 OTKpPHIBLIETOCS BHHU3Y SALMKA ABE YAIIKU U TTOBEPHY-
Jlach K HeMYy C IHMPOKOM YJIBIOKOIA.

— Hy, nmapeHp, Ha 3TO CTOUT ITOCMOTPETD!

OHa rocTtaBiia mepel HUM OOHY M3 YallleK, U OH
yBUIE OOJIBUIYIO ITOPLIMIO YErO-TO IMOXO0XEro Ha LIOKO-
JagHbBIH NOYOUMHT HMIH  MOPOXEHOoe, 4YyThb
nepeoxyIaxaeHHOe.

— A KaK MBI OyzeM 3TO eCTh? — CIIPOCHI MATBYHK. —
Huxakux goxexk...
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— HagepHoe, ManuHa, paGoTaolias Ha KO’ 0TOB, He
MOXET INMpUIYMaTh JIOXKY, — BecCeJ0O OTBeTWIa JJUIU
Mbsit. — Ho y Hac ecTh MajiblLbl U S3BIKU... BOCIIOJIb3Y-~
eMcd MMM, — M OHa CYHy/Jla [OBa Majiblla B YalIKYy,
JocTana GOoNbIIOl KOMOK MOPOXEHOro U C YIOBOJb-
CTBHMEM CyHYJIa ero B POT.

I'nasa 2
3nou zopod

— JIoM, HacTosIUMit J0M, U ToabKo mid Hac! Huka-
KX MPOTEKAIMX KPBILI, HHKAKMX KPBICUHBIX HOP, KaK
B MOEM cTrapoM noMe! — Dt Mait pagocTHO 3axiomna-
Jla B JTagOIIM.

OnHa u JI>xuM HaOJriogany 3a paboToif mayKoo6pa3HbIX
po6oTtoB. PoGoTs! AeiicTBOBaIM OYeHb OBICTPO M, Ka3a-
JIOCh, 3HAJIM, YTO HYXHO JeJaTh, 6€3 BCAKMX YKa3aHMil
Ko’oroB. CHayasa Ha BEIPOBHEHHYIO IUTOILANKY HaJIWIU
ToJT — HAIWIN, KaK LeMeHT. Ho BeuecTBo 3TO 3aTBep-
JleJIo ropa3fo 6bIcTpee Jo6oro ieMeHTa. Tenepp rpynmna
pobOTOB BO3BOAIWIA CTEHEI, CTaBsA OOHY Ha APYTYIO IUTU-
THI TYCKJIO-CEPOT0 MeTa/Ula, — YPE3BbIYAITHO HHTEPECHBIC
TUTUTHL: Yepe3 MUHYTY ToC/Ie COeIUHEHUS X HEBO3MOX-
HO OBUTIO pa3neuTb, KaK HU IThITaicA.

CTeHbI MOTHUMATTUCH OBICTPO, U B HUX KOe-T¢ BCTaB-
JISIM TUTUTBI, Yepe3 KOTOpble MOXHO BMIOETh. BhUia M
IBepb — BBIIIE T€X, YTO B APYTMX 3MaHuAX; [[KUM M
DJUIK BIIOIHE CMOTYT B He€ BXOIWTH, a HE BIION3aTh.

K pe6aram nopouuta Mep. 3ro oHa BMecte ¢ Tupo
npuBena poboroB. [leBouxa rmogHsama e€ Ha pyku, u Mep
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olloGpPUTEIPHO MYypJbIKaa, HabJogas 3a poboraMu, U
Tépaack 0 nogdbopoaok Ddwmu. YyTh MmMo3xe MOSBIICS
Tupo U ¢ yIoBIeTBOpeHUEM orisiaen pabory. Ho y€pHbrit
KO’OT JOJTO C HUMH He OCTaBaJICA: TOMBKO OGMEHSIICS
B3IAnOM ¢ Mep, O4eBUIHO, OOBACHSSA CBOM yXom, —
JIXXMM HUYEro He YJIOBWI — U JIMIUb JEPHYT YXOM B
HarpabieHuu Jxuma.

IxuM mepeBén npxanue. EMy B mocnemHee BpeMs
Ka3aioch, YTo TUpO BCE yvallle YXOOUT IO KaKHWM-TO
3araJoyHbIM JejlaM — 3arafgouyHsiM g [Ixma. Kak
IeTH Ha 3eMiie VXOIST, OCTaBIsAs CBOMX JIIOOMMIIEB —
KolIek ¥ cobak. Moxet, Terepb Jx¥m u Dt Mait kak
pa3 Takue JI0OUMIIbI? JTa MBICIIb €My COBCEM He ITOHpa-
Bwtack. OH CUMTAN, YTO OHU APY3bS.

JeTu yxe TpM OHA HaXoOWINCh Ha 3MMMoOppe U He
repecTaBaly YIUBIATHCS BCE HOBBIM M HOBBIM YyIeCaM.
IMTonyponuyaM Ko’0oToB ¢ 3eMJIM OTBEJM KBapTUPHI B
3JaHNM, KOTOpoe ObUIO MOCTpoeHO 3apaHee. Bosbluyio
YacTh BPeMEHU 3TH KOLIKM MPOBOAWIM, COOHpasCh He-
OOJBUIMMHU IPYIITIaMU; MPUCTATIBHO, HE MUTasi CMOTPEIH
OHM Ha KO’0Ta, CHAEBLIEro OOBMMHO B LIEHTPE TaKoil
rpymabl. JIKMM 3HaJT, YTO OHM pa3roBapuBalOT MBICICH-
HO, HO OH MCIIBITBIBAI TPEBOXHOE YYBCTBO, NMPOXOIS
MHMO TaKMX MOJYAJIMBBIX rpynm. KolkM HUKOraa He
CMOTpEeJIX Ha Hero, HoO eMy Ka3ajoch, YTO OHU TOBOPAT
0 HEM — 0 HEM M 00 D Mboit.

O mnpouUTOM Yy MHOTHMX KOILIEK OCTAIUCh TSIXEJIbIe
BOCITOMMHAHUSA. ¥ HUX €CTh BeCKHe OCHOBaHMA He JIIO-
oure miomeit. 1 yro OHM AymaloT O ABYX JIOOAX,
NMPUBE3EHHBIX ¢ HUMN? A Belb OHM C DJUIM e JUHCTBEH-
Hble «IIOAW» Ha 3TOil IUIaHeTe.
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DM Xe ObUIa MpocTo cyacTiuBa. Y Heé He ObUIO
HHMKaKHX COMHEHMI: YIMBUTEJIbHOE MPUKIIOYEHHE, Ipe-
KpaCHBII MUP, TaKOM Xe XOPOLIHIi, KaK JIOM, O KOTOPOM
Bcera ropopwia 6abymxa. Ho [IxuM pasMbwisur — 4
HeMHoro TpeBoxiicid. KollKd Bcé BpeMs cleqwind 3a
HUM, a THpo OH yXe gaBHO He Buael. Tombko Mep
BCeraa OKa3bIBaJlach PSIOM, KOIa HYXHO OBUIO «Ha-
ayMmath» exy. Koe-uro M3 3aKa3aHHOTo DJUTH HMEJO
CTPaHHBIM BKYC, HO OH €JI BCE.

M ManbyrKy MOCTOSHHO He cHAeNoch Ha MecTte. He-
CKO/IBKO pa3 OH MBITAICH YWUTH, HO KaXIbIi pa3 CIOBHO
HHOTKYHA TOABISICS KO’OT M MBICICHHO O4eHb CTPOro
Co00IaNT, YTO AETH JO/DKHEL OCTaBaThcAd Ha MecTe. JIKuM
CcTajJl IUIOXO CIMaTh Nmo HoyaM. HaBepHoe, Bo BpeMd
JIOJITOTO CHa Ha KopabJie OTIOXHYJ, H TeNepb eMy TPy~
HO ObUIO ITO-HacTosAlIeMy YcTaTh. OH JIeXall Ha MaTpaLax
— HOCTeJH KO'OTOB — H AyMall.

PoGoTtsl oqHOBpeMEHHO MHTEPECOBATH U IMyTAIH €r0.
OH MHOrIa NbITAIcA — a DJUIH eIl Yallle — 3aCTaBHTh
MalIMHY cAejaTh YyTo-HHOyab. Ho HM ogHa M3 MaliyH
He obpaillajia Ha AeTeil BHUMaHUA. JXXKUM pasMbIIUIA,
YTO MPOMU3OMAET, €CIM OH TaK H He HAy4UTCA 3aKa3bi-
BaTb NHINY. EC/IM TONBKO KO’OTBI MOIYT YNpaBIATH
MalllMHaMH, WM JIETKO OYyHeT yaepXHBaTh HMX C DJUIH
30€Chb B IUICHY...

— Tebe, xaxercs, 3mech He HpaBUTCA? — Ge3Ms-
TEXHBIH Tojioc DJUTH TipepBa]l OECITOKOMHBIE MBICIU
Dxuma. — Ho Tyt )e Tak xopouio. Takoro xopoiiero
IloMa S HUKOTJa He Buuesia!l — [eBoYyKa cepauiach Ha
Hero. [TocMoTpeB Ha D, [I>KMM 3aMETWI, YTO OHa
BBITIATIUIA HIDKHIOIO TyOy.
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— Ho 370 Beap He Halll 1OM, — MEIJICHHO MPOroBo-
pMJI OH, JAyMas, MOXHO JHM IOAEIUTHCA CBOUM
6ecrnokoicTBOM ¢ Dwi. OHa CYMTAET, YTO BCE XOPOILIO,
M C CaMOro Hayajla TaK CUuTaja.

— Kak 210? Mep ckaszana m{c, YTO ITOT JIOM TONLKO
g Hac. Ero cneumasbHO NocTpowiM 6oblile OCTalb-
HBIX, YTOOBI MBI MormM BXoauTh. KoHeyHo, 3TO Haml
Jom!

— Ho He MBI pHKa3aIy €ro MOCTPOUTD, a KO’ OThI, —
JIXUM NbITaNCId HAWTU HYXHBIC CIOBa, BBIPA3HTh CBOE
OLyIlIleHUe, YTO OHU HEe TNpHHaneXaT 3TOMY MHUpY. —
MH paxe maUIy He MOXEM ITONY4YHTb, €clM Mep He
TMoAyMaeT 00 3TOM, a Io TOro ThI IolLIe s Mep MbICITb.
MBI... — OH yKasal Ha IpYINE KONIEK, HaNpKEHHO
CAYIIAaBIIMX CBOMX MHCTPYKTOpPOB. — HuKTO Ha Hac He
oOpallaeT BHUMaHHA, HaC HUYEMY He yyaT.

— A 3TO NOTOMY, YTO HacTodllas IIKoJa emIEé He
Hayajnach, — GBICTpO OTBeTWIa JUIH. — Mep obenlana,
YTO MBI BCeMy HayduMcCH.

JIxuM HeBeceslio 3aép3an. PoOGOTHI yXe 3aKOHYWIN
BO3BOJAMTh CTeHBI ioMa. Tenepp 4YeThlpe poboTa 3aHs-
JIUCh Kphlleii-KyronoM. Kyron ckiagsiBaics U3 CeKiIUi,
KOTOpbIe poOOTH! UCKYCHO COCAUHSUIM IPYT C APYTOM.

CoinHlie, Takoe IpKOe YTPOM, ITOCTENIEHHO CKPBLIOCH
3a 110JI0CaMH CBET/IO-3eJIEHBIX 001aKoB. ITomHsica cuib-
HbIi BeTep. KOLIKM pacXxoauInCh MO COCETHHM AOMaM,
Kax[Jas Ipynna NpoaoJDKalia AepXaThcd Bo3jie KO’OTa,
OYeBHUIHO, OTBEYAKOIIIETO 3a Hee.

VYano HeCKOJIBKO KPYIHBIX KalleJib, TPOMKO IIPOCTY-
YaBIIMX IO TOJBKO YTO BHICTPOEHHOMY JOMY.
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— IMouum! — motaHyna ero . — byxgeurs croaTh
Ha JoXIe WIH Moiigéulb B coOCTBEeHHbBI JoM?
~ 3aspeHesn MeTaul. PoGoThl-mayku BBOION3THM M, HE
OIVIABIBAasICh, HATIPABWINChH K IJIABHOMY 3faHUIO. JIXKM
3aTOpomuICcAd K IBEpH, B KOTOPOIl yXe Hcyesna DJUIH.

OH gyman, Yyro BHYTPM HECMOTPS Ha OKHa OyHeT
TEeMHO, ITOTOMY YTO ITOIUEN CUJIBHBIA JOXIb, U KaIUTH
rPOMKO CTy4yaiu 1o Kpsiuie. OZHaKoO B TOMe OKa3ajloch
JOBOJIBHO CBETJIO, TYCKJIBII1 M 3€JICHOBaThIif CBET MCXO-
IWI OoT caMuX cTeH. Y1 B aTOoM cBeTe JIXuM ocMoTpen
€OIWMHCTBEHHYI0 KOMHATY.

TaMm ObUIM OBe NPUITOXHATHIC IUIaTGOPMBI, OOHA Y
JIEBOM CTeHBI, OHa y NnpaBoil. Ha HuX Jiexanu cnanbHbIe
Marpausl Ko’oroB. YacTh JalbHell CTeHbI 3aHUMaT 3K-
PaH, TEMHBIII CPaBHUTEJIBHO CO CBETSAIIMMMCS CTCHAMMH.

Dy Mbaii oTKpbUIa ABEPLY B cTeHe, U JIXKMM YBUAE
TaM TOYHO TaKOe Xe TeCHOe IIOMelieHUe, KaK TO, B
KOTOPOM €T0 YUCTWIM B NMepPBHIi A¢HbD.

IMyeBoit MalIMHEI He 6pU10 BUaHO. HaBepHoe, mia
eIbl HYXXHO XONWTh B APYTOe 3maHMeE.

Bonpiue Bcero JIXXuMa 3aMHTepecOBaT GOJMBILIONH 3K~
paH Ha creHe. OH mpoOBEN pPyKoil IO ero IJIagKoif
MOBEPXHOCTU. ITO He OKHO. VI Ha NMHUILEeBYI0 MAalIMHY He
rnoxoxe. Yro xe 310?

— 970 00yyarolMil 3KpaH!

IIxuM pe3ko obepHyncsa. Diutu Mbaii cuagena Ha BBI-
OpaHHOI1 €10 MocTeaM, psiaoM ¢ Heit — Mep. JleBouka
IMagwia IepCcTb KO'0Ta, Ia3a €€ ObUIM IONY3aKpBITHI.
Kak 6yaro oHa cama KolluKa, KOTOpYIO mmamar. Jxum
MOYTH OXMAAT YCIBILATh €€ MypJbIKaHbe.
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— OOyyaromumii 3KkpaH?

— Mpb1 xe rymble, — ckasana Jumm Mboit, ckasana
TaK, CIOBHO €€ 3To BoBce He OecriokouT. — KorsTa,
pOXIasch, U TO 3HaloT Oonbuie Hac. VI mymaeM Mbl —
no-apyromy. IToaToMy HaM HY>XHO Koe-4eMy HayuuThbCH,
npeX/e YeM MBI IMOoifIéM B MX 1IKoIy. Bor yro MbI 6yaeM
JeNaTh.

— A xak 3To pa6Gortaer? — [Ixum paccepawics. Y
Oy Mbaii Bcera ecTb OTBET, U OOBIYHO IPaBIWIbHBIN,
a OH JaXe JOraaaTbCs HE MOXET.

— OH pabGoTaeT, Koraa Thl AyMaelib... IpaBwibHO. Ho
3TOMY Hay4MThCA TpyAHO. MslI morpeHupyeMcs. CMoT-
pH, ceifyac 3T0 chemaer Mep.

JIXuM oTcKoumn oT Gonpuroro 3kpaHa. OH Gonblie
He GbUI IMycTHIM M TEMHBIM. 1o HeMy mobGexanu ObICT-
pble UBeTHbIe TMHUN. OHU CIMBATUCh OPYT C APYTOM U
BCKOpe NMpHOOpeaM y3HaBacMble OYepTaHUs. Y3HaBae-
MBbI€, HO BCE Xe CTPaHHO UCKaXEHHBIE, CIOBHO BUIUMEIE
o[ IPYTUM YTJIOM.

JIKUM yBUIEN KycouyeK 3eMIU — ITyCTHIPh 3a JOMOM
CBOMX MPHMEMHBIX POMMTENIei, MOJHBIH Mycopa, OCTaB-
JIEHHOTO JIIOABMH, KOTOpPble CHOCWIM CTapblii IOM.
HMMeHHO TaM OH BriepBble BeTpeTw1 Tupo, Mep 1 Dmwu.
Bunna 6bu1a gaxe rpyaa crapbiX JOCOK, COPHAKM, BXOX
B Iorpe6, B KOTOPOM OH M OJIJIM OTBICKMBAIU BELIU Ha
npoxaxy.

He ycrien Manpyuk y3HaTh 3TO MECTO, KaK CHOBa
NMossBWIMCh Mojockl. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 OH yBuMOen He
3eMJII0, a CBEXWI M IyCTOM MUP, KaKMM T10Ka3alach eMy
Ha nepBbIi B3MIAA 3UMMOppa.
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IxuM nepesén B3rnax Ha Mep, KoTopas cuaena He-
MOABIDKHO, OXBAaTUB KOHYMKOM XBocTa Jamnel. OHa
CMOTpeJia He Ha Hero, He Ha DJUIH, a Ha 3kpaH. OHu
BUIEIHN €€ <«MBICIIb».

Tak Hayanoch UX oOydeHUe. DIUIM M»3ii oka3aioch
Oonee YyeM MnpaBa: yYUThCA OBUIO TPYIHO, OYEHD TPYIHO.
JI>kuM MHOTJa cHUIeN Ha CBOCH IOCTEIM M B OTYAsTHUU
OWT KylmaKaMH IO MaTpallaM, YBEPEeHHBIH, YTO HMKOrIa
He CMOXET BhI3BaTh Ha 3KpaHe HMYero, KpoMe IMyTaHHU-
1161 LIBETHBIX MoJioc. ['otoBa y Hero Gosnena, cie3uBIIMECS
rna3a xrino. HaBepHoe, eciin ObI He DJUtH, OH OBI caasics.
Ho oHa crapanach M30 Bcex CWI, H €My CTBIIHO OBUIO
cIaBaThCH.

C Dmwm paborana Mep, mHoraa npuxoxwi M Tupo,
XOTsA 00a KO’0Ta IMOMOraJIi HEOXOTHO M HacTauBaJId Ha
TOM, YTO HOETH AOJDKHE HayYMThCS CaMM: IBEpb MO3ra
MOXET OTKPBITh TOJIbKO TOT, KOMY npnf-xa,nncxmr MO3T.

Jna IxuMma ydyeHHe NPeBpaTWIOCh B U3MaTHIBAIOLIEE
cpaxeHue. OH ell€ Oonbllie pacCTpoOMWICA, KOTAa JJUTU
HaKOHell IMpou3BeJia caMa, 6e3 MOCTOPOHHEM MOMOLIH,
KapTHHY Ha 3KpaHe. OH IyMas, YTO MOSBUTCH KaKOe-TO
3eMHOe H300paxeHue; HO Ha 3KpaHe JJUTM M300pa3wia
JIMHUIO XOJIMOB Hajl KOJIBILYLIEHCSA TpaBOM — TO, YTO
OHM YBUIEJH NPH TMEepBOM B3rJIsne Ha HOBBIH Mup. OH
OTYasTHHO 3aBUOOBaN eit. Ho MMeHHO 3aBHCTD mobyamia
ero X eme GompumM ycwnmsiM. OH TepecTal CuMTaTh
JIHU — OHM IIPOCTO €]Y, @ KOTga IPHUXOAWIO BpeMd —
crniaiy Ha cBoux Iatopmax. Ho Bcé Bpems JXuM GbuT
VICIIOJIHEH PELIMMOCTU: Ha 3TOT pa3 OH AO0bETCH, JOKa-
xeT D, Mep 1 THpo, yrto U oH MoxeT!
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Manpyuk eaBa 3aMeyalt, YTO IPYIIIKU KOLIeK, coOOu-
paBLIMECS BOKPYT MHCTPYKTOPOB-KO’OTOB, KaXXIblii pa3,
KaK OHM NPUXOIWIH MOEeCTh, CTAaHOBWIKNCH BCE MEHBILIE.
W crpaHHBI TIpUBKYC B NMIle OoJsbliie HE YYBCTBO-
paica. IToroM [>kuM 3aMeTIUT, YTO PYKH M HOTH Y DIUIH
Gosibllle He Xyble, U JIMLO y Hee OKPYIJIWIOCS.

Kaxnapnii feHb poOOTHI YMCTIWIH MX KOCTIOMBI M3 MeXa,
a MOXeT, BO3BpalllaJid HOBbIE, CBeXXHE, TPUATHO MaXHy-
ne. Boo6aBok geTaM Jaau o0yBb, MeXoBad ILLIKYypKa U3
TOJICTOTO IUTIONIA ITOKpHIBaJa HOTM IOYTH OO KOJIEH,
BHM3Y Ilepexols B IOAOLIBEI, KOTOpEIe He OaBalM Ka-
MeLKaM Ha Joporax liapanarb HOTM.

W HarRoHell HacTyrmt JeHb, Koraa JIxxuM cMmor Boc-
NMPOM3BECTU Ha 3KpaHe CBOIO NEPBYIO YETKYIO KapTHUHKY.
OObMHasg KapTHMHA — KOMIUIEKC 3HaHM BOKPYT MX
noMa. Ho OH cmenan 3To caMOCTOATENbHO M HAHOJIro
CMOT yIepXaTbh €€ Ha 3KpaHe.

ITonyynB Ga3oBble 3HAHUA, UM U JIKUM CMOIIH
NepeiiTH Ha CleyIoLIyl0 cryneHb obydeHus. M sro
0Ka3aJIoCh ropa3jgo MHTEepecHee.

— Bexoner B mone, — ckasan caM cebe Ixxum, Bcro-
MHHasi CBOIO TPOLWIYIO, Ka3aBIUYIOCS Terepb TaKoii
XUIEKOM U He3HAYMTEIbHOM, XU3HB.

BMecTe ¢ HeCKOJIBKMMM JAETEHbIILAMI KO’OTOB M KOII-
KaMH-0exXeHI]aM JEeTH Celd B HEOOBIMHYIO MalIMHY,
KoTopas NMOAHSUIACh B BO3AYX M IIOJNeTesia Haj IOBep-
XHOCTBIO IUTQHETHI.

B 3T0i1 MalIMHEe OHM COBepILANM MOJETHI OT ropoja-
nopra. 1 3T ypoK pa3suTeNbHO OTIMYAIMCH OT TeX,
Kaxue [I>xuM noryyan paHbiue. Heobxommmo 65u10 BHU-
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MaTelbHO HaGMIomaTh M 3aIIOMUHATH BCe MOIPOOHOCTH
YBUIEHHOr0. A KOraa BO3BpallalUCh, OH AOJDKEH ObLI
BOCIPOM3BOAMTH Ha 3KpaHe BCE, YTO 3aMOMHMI. TpeGo-
BAINCh MeJbYaiilliie TMOIPOOHOCTH, M BcKope JIXiM
HayaJ MOHMMAaTh, YTO BCIO NPEAbIAYLIYIO XNU3Hb CMOT-
pen Ha MHp, HO Mo-HacToslleMy He Bumen ero. OH
obpanjan BHUMaHHE Ha KpPYITHBbIE NETATH, HO MHOTHE
MeJIKHe TToJpOOHOCTH YCKONb3aIH OT Hero. Ternepp HyX-
HO OBUIO BHIETHb JMCTbSI, HaCEKOMBIX — BCE, 4TO
BIIOCJICACTBUMM MOIJIO OBI 3aBEpIIUTh MBICICHHYIO Kap-
THUHY.

OH yuwics, HaGmiogadg 3a TOBapUIIaMM IO 0o0yye-
Huo. Hexoroprle 3aMeyanu Takue IOAPOOGHOCTH,
KOTOPBIX HUKTO OpyTroil He 3aMeTivl. OH BCKOpe y3Hal,
yro DJUIM He JIIOOUT HEKOTOPHIX HACEKOMBIX, U B €€
U300paXeHU Ha 3KpaHe OHMU BBINISAOENM Ooablie M
OTBpaTUTeNIbHEM, YeM B ero BocriomuHaHusax. C apyrou
CTOPOHBI, €€ JIMCThSA M LBETHI NMPEACTaBAUTH B MeJbYaii-
LIMX TIOAPOOGHOCTAX, OHU C KaXIbIM Pa30M CTaHOBWIHNCH
BCE TMpeKpacHee. .

Camoro [IXxXyMa HHTepecOBATIM KaMHU; OH He MOr
00bsicHUTh MoyeMy. Ho 4acTo MaabyMK NMPUHOCHI C
co0oif pa3sHOLBETHbIC KaMELIKM M PacKIabIBall MX y30-
poM 1o mojy. Moxer, cpead HHUX MOIMAaJalUCh M
oparoucHHble? He.anMmasbl WiM H3yMpyabl — HHUYEro
nogo0HOro, Ho, MOXeT, TaKHe, O KaKUX B €ro MUpe He
3HaoT. EMy HpaBWIOCh BBICTaBUTh KaKoW-HUOYAb Ta-
KOM KaMellleK Ha COJIHLIE, M TOT MEHSUT LIBET OT PO30BOIO
IO MacJISTHO-XEJITOro M, Ka3ajloch, HaKaIUIMBaJI B ITyOH-
He CBET, KaK MaJIeHbKas JlaMna.
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B ropax, MMMO KOTOpHIX MpojeTala MX MallMHa,
uMenuch nmeiiepbl. Ho Ko’OThbI He 1MO3BOJSUIM TaM BbIXO-
JIWTh U3 MalIMHBI. HanmpoTus, OHM yKa3pIBaJIM YYEHMKAM,
KaKMX MeCT clIeayeT u3beraTs, yero omnacarbess. Hampu-
Mep, PacTeHUi, KOTOpble 3yOLlaMM ITOOHUMAINCH IO
OTKOCY M BAPYT, K yXacy DJUId, BHIOpachIBalu IETIIIO,
KaK KOBOOI1 Jlacco, M XBaTaIM IPOJIETAIOLIME CYIlecTBa.

WM moka3anu ¥ TpoIsl ¥ NMpeaynpeaiwii o6 ux omnac-
Hoctu. «Kak 6yaro OGosbllasg KypHLa TYT MpOILUIa»y, —
3aMeTWIa B MepBbIii pa3 Dwin Mboait. Ho uHcrpykTop-
KO’OT ITOKa3aJl Ha 3KpaHe COBCeM He Kypuuy. Yro-To
HacTOJIBKO YyXacHoe, 4YTo JIXXuMy Takoe MOIJIO IpH-
CHHTBCS TOJIBKO B KolliMape. 2Kaba, slliepHiia ¥ KpOKOIWT
— Bcé BMecte. K cuacThio, 3aBEpWIN UX, 3TUX YyTOBMIL
3mech CoBceM HeMHoro. M1 oHM HUKorma He yXOAsAT
IaJIeKO OT OMYTOB C TEMHOM, IUIOXO MaXHYIeil BOXOI,
HaJl KOTOPBIMH HCHAIOJIIO 3aBHCalla MX MallMHA.

Ilepen mareiM monéroM XXMM 3aMETWI KaKoe-TO
oco0oe Bo36yXIecHHEe CBOMX IMyLINCTHIX CITyTHHKOB. He-
KOTOpBIC TAYXO pPBMMAIN, CIOBHO YYAAM OITACHOCTD,
ropasgo GonblIylo, 4YeM XaObl-giiepuisl. Ko’or-uH-
CTPYKTOp ITOCJIaJI MBICAh O HeOoOXOOAMMOCTH KpaWHei
OCTOPOXHOCTH. J[2KUM MOHST, YTO UM JO/DKHBI [TOKA3aTh
— C paccTOSAHUA — TO, YTO CYUTACTCHA caMOH 6oJblIOoit
OIMacHOCTBIO Ha 3MMMoppe. DTOro NojiéTa BCce BOOOIE
Gostmich, HO OBUTO HEOOXOAMMO IOKa3aTh HOBHYKAaM,
Yero CIeAyeT ocTeperarbcs.

Oraep MOTHICA BbIlIe OOBIYHOIO M IMOJETeN ObICT-
pee Ha lor oT nopra. Ko’oT-MHCTPYKTOp 3aKphUI CBOE
CO3HaHMe, NMPEJOCTaBUB BCEM Pa3sMBIIUIATh 00 YBUICH-
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HoM. Kak 6yaTo cocpegoTouw BClo CIIY Ha HeoOX0oau-
MocTH De30macHO NMpoJeTeTh — U BEPHYThCA.

OHM JneTeM Hag HEBBICOKMM XpeOTOM, KOTOPBIA,
OMHAKO, CTAHOBWICS BCE BBHIIIC M BbIlIe, HallOMUHas
TMTaHTCKYIO JIECTHHUILY, ITOKa He OKa3aIuCh B HacTOS-
mKUX ropaxX. JIXuM 3HaT, YTO y Hero M DU HET
OCTpPOro KOLIaybero 3peHHUs, U rajal, YBUIOAT JU OHU
OIacHOCTb.

Ilo mpyryio cropoHy rop paccrwiaiach paBHUHa, U
dbnaep momeren Ha BocToK. Bckope BHM3Y moka3anach
peka, ¥ IeTH YBUACIU KPYITHBIX TPABOSITHBIX XXMBOTHBIX.
Ko’orel He ofbpamianu Ha HMX BHMMaHuiI. C TOYKM
3peHUA KO’OTOB, OHM He 00JIajaloT pasyMOM — TOJIBKO
VHCTHHKTOM.

Oraep nmpoxoKai MOJMET BIoAb peku. U TyT...

O@raep MOYTH HEMOABIDKHO 3aBUC B Bo3myxe. [xum
cXBaTWI DUt Mait 3a pyKy OT HEOXMIAHHOCTH U YIUB-
JEHHO BOCKIMKHYI: «JTO Xe ropoms

OHM HaXOOWIUCh DOBOJIBHO JAJIEKO OT HEro, HO OH
OBUT yBepeH, YTO IIPABIIBHO PacloO3HAI' 3TH MpPIMO-
yroJbHble coopyXeHus. CIMILIKOM ITpaBWIbHEIE, YTOOBI
He OBITb CO3MaHMEM pa3yMHBIX CYILIECTB.

— TI'opon... — nosropun oH. Y 6sU1 yBepeH, 4YTo 3TD
COBCEM JIpyTHe 3laHHd, POOOTEI KO’OTOB COOPYXalOT
He Takue. borblliMe, He MEHbIIe TeX, YTO Y Hero Ha
ponuHe.

«3TO CMepTh!» — MBICIb KO’OTa MOAEHCTBOBaIa KaK
yaap. ®naep MoBepHyIcd M Hayal YAIATHCHA, MMOYTH
OexaTh, Ha3all, B TOM HaIlpaBlIeHUH, OTKYa OHM MpHie-
TEJU.
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I'nasa 3

Joeywra xcu

— T'oBopio TeGe: 3TO HacTOAIIMIA ropoal — YIIPSAMO
nmopropun JIxum. — W He myMaio, 4ToOBI €ro rmocrpo-
WIX KO’ oThl. MoXeT, 31ech BCE-TaKU e€CTh JIIOOU, TaKue
KaK MBI.

— Mep cka3ana, yTo ropof MEpPTBBIi, — HaXMypH-
nace D Mboit. — W maxe eciu TaM ecTh JIIOOH,
rmo4yeMy ThI Xo4yelrb K HUM? K0’ OThI CUMTAIOT MX 3JIBIMM,
3HAYMT, TaK OHO U €CTh.

JIxuM 06XBaTUI MaTbLAMU KOJIEHO, IPHITOXHSUT €0 K
rpyau. HeT, oH He 3a6GBUT OLIyIIIeHME CTpaxa ¥ OTBpallle-
HHUS, KOTOpPOe TMOoCIal KO’OT-UHCTPYKTOp, Korma duaep
MpoJieTal Janeko oT 6aureH. Ho MaabyuK He Mor 3a6GBITh
M YBHIECHHOIO, HECMOTPS Ha BCe IpemymnpexacHus. OH
xouet 3HaTh! HacToauuii ropox — a xro ero nocrpoun?
IT'ne teneps ero crpourenn? IToyeMy Ko’OTBI TaK HeHa-
BUIAT U bosgTca ux?

«MHup..» — 3Ta MBICIb CKOJIb3HY/JIa B IyTaHUILYy €ro
BoripocoB 6e3 oTBeTa. OH GBICTPO MOBepHYICcAd. Y nNBepH
crouin Mep m Tupo. Ha atot pas Jxum 3a6sL1 00
OCTOPOXHOCTH.

— TaMm 6pUT ropon! — MOBTOPWI OH YTBEpXICHUE,
KOTOopoe cenal U MHCTPYKTopy-Ko'oty. — H...

Tupo ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM MPUPOXKIEHHOIO KO’0Ta nepe-
ceéx MayieHbKy10 KoMHary. Cen, Mep psimoM ¢ HuM. OGa
TOBEPHY/INCh CIIMHAMM K Y4eOHOMY 3KpaHy M MOCMOT-
pesy AeTsIM MpsIMO B IU1a3a.

«9TO MeCTO — CMeEpTeNbHas JIOBYLIKa, — MBICIb
Tupo 6GbuUTa pelIMTESIPHOM M MOMHOM cwibl. — Ecmm
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dnaep caumkoM npubIIDKaeTcs K HeMY, OHO IIPUTATH-
BaeT KO'OTOB M MAalMHY, ¥ OHM OOJjbllle HUKOrJa He
BO3BPAILIAIOTCH».

— Ho 310 ropoa, — y JIxxumMa XBaTWIO pelIMMOCTH
HacrauBaTb. — KTo TaM XuBet? Jlioam... KaK MbI?

Manpuuk [Oaxe OTKUMHYJICA Ha MaTpalle — TaKoH
THeBHBIII yAap IOJydiUI B OTBET Ha cBoil Bompoc. U
MOHSI, HACKOJIBbKO YA3BUMBL OHU ¢ Dyt Mait. 3to Mup
ko’oroB. OHU YyNpaBISdIOT po6OTaMH, OHM MBICICHHO
CBSI3BIBAIOTCA APYT C OpYyroM. J[OIMyCTHM... OOITyCTHM,
Mep Gonblite He GyaeT yNpaBIATh MMHIEBOI MAIlIMHOM.
OHu ¢ Dmwn Torga yMpyTt ¢ rojomy. IloroMy uro kak
IETHM HU CTapajiuCh, UM TaK U He YOAJIOCh IepenaTh
MBICICHHBI NpuKa3d HU OOHOMY po0OTY, HU OIHOH
MallIMHe, KOTOPHIMHU JIETKO YIIPABISUIM KO’ OTBI.

«Thl — Kak Bechb TBOIl pol, — JaXe MbICIb MOXET
Ka3aThbCA XOJIOMHOM M yrpoxamwileil. — BbI TAHeTeCch K
3alpeTHOMY, He OyMmasi, YTO MOXET M3 3TOro IIoIy-
yuThCcA. XOPOIIo, I paccKaxy Tede o0 3Toil JIoByllIKe U
00 e€ crpourensx, 1 o KareHe, KOoToprIi y3HalI, Kak
KO’OTaM CTaTb TéEMM, KEM OHU CTAIH: 3BE3THBIMU ITyTe-
LLIECTBEHHUKaMH, XO3s€BaMH CBOEro MHpa M JIpYTHX
MMpPOB — CO BpeMeHeM», — THpO IOMOJIYaj, ero 3eJé-
Hble IJIa3a TMOJIy3aKpbUIMCh, OH OOXYMBIBaJl CBOM
MBICJICHHBIM paccKas.

«J[laBHO, OYCHb JAaBHO KO’OTHI He OBLIM TEMM, KeM
cTau, — Xo3sieBaMu 3uMMoppel. Ho maxe Toraa ToasKko
MBI caMM ObUIM COOCTBEHHBIMM XO3f€BaMH, MBI 3HAIHU
MBICIIH M XeJIJaHUA ApYT apyra. 1 motoMy, B OT/IMUME OT
«IoAei», KaK Thl MX HasbIBaelllb, MBI MOIJIM IIOJb30-
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BaThCA JIOTUKOM, a He BBIIYCKAaTh KOITHU M OCKAJIUBATh
KIBIKM IMpU Hecoriaacuy. Mbl He IOXO0XM Ha Oppros,
KOTOpbIe XMBYT B 00JIOTaX M OXOTATCSA Ha HEOCTOPOX-
HBIX, HE ITOXOXM Ha ITEPHATBIX U YeLIyHYaThIX, HE IIOX0XU
Ha TPaBOSAHBIX, KOTOPHIC 3HAIOT TOJIBKO OO U XKaXIy
¥ GOJIBIIIYIO YAaCTh XU3HU MPOBOASAT, YIOBIETBOPASA CBOM
aIneTUT.

B Te nHU MBI TOXE OBLTH OXOTHHKAMU, IIOTOMY YTO HE
MOITIM XWUTh MHaye. Ho MBI Hayuywiuch HeiiCTBOBaTh
BMeCTe, a He TPOTHUB APYr IOpyra, MBI HE ITO3BOJISUIHA
XaTHOCTH pa3fesIMTh Hac.

W 3mech Xe XWIM XCH... — POBHBIA IOTOK MBICITH

Tupo Ha MrHoBeHHe MNMpUOCTAaHOBWICA. — OHHU ObUIM
pa3syMHBI, ¥ TIOTOMY MBI MOIJIM YUTaTh MX MBICIH, XOTA
I 3TOTrO TpeGoBanuch GonplIne ycwinsa. OHU, oqHaKo,
HalllU MEBICIM ITpodyecTh He Moriu. OHM ObBUIM... —
J>xuMy mokasanoch, YT0O THPO KPUTUYECKU pasrisaibl-
BaeT ero, — OHM OBUIM BHEIIHe TIOXOXM Ha Bac M
oGsaganyu JapoM, KOTOporo He ObUio y Ko’oroB. Mx
BEpXHHME JIallbl HAITOMUHAIHX Bally, UMEJH TO, YTO BBHI
HasblBaeTe «MNaiblbly. OHU MOITIK JepXaTh IPEAMETHI,
TIONYMHATh MX CBOEH BoJie, a MbI HE MOIJIH.
“ Ho mochutaTh MBICIb OHM HE MOIJIM; AaXe IPYT I
Ipyra oHM ObUIM 3aKpHTHI. BBl yMeeTe CKpBIBaTh CBOE
3JI0 32 CJIOBAMHU M CUMTaeTe, YTO APYrve He y3HaloT, YTo
BBl Ha caMOM Jiesie gyMaere. XcH 6bUTH TakuMH Xe. Ho
€CNIM TIOCHUIATh MBICTM OHM U He yMelHu, TO IOpyrue
Cpe/ICTBa IO3HABaTh M YYUTbCA Y HUX OBLIU.

Ko’orsl MHOro mymanu. Hexoroprle He XOTelH BCTy-
NaTh B KOHTAaKT C XCH, OOSJIMCh MX HEYCTONYMBOCTH,
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HeOXMIAaHHBIX B3PHIBOB 3MOLMI1. JIpyrue cuMTaiy, 4ro
MBI TOJDKHBI 00beIUHUTBCS C HUMM M TOTa Mbl CyMeeM
HayyuTbcd 0o6OpoHATbCA OT uUx opyauii. Ho maxe st
KO’OTBI OIacajiuch, U He 0e3 OCHOBaHMM, JOBEPATb XCH.
Ho Bce GBUTH COIIAaCHBI, YTO 3a XCH HAl0 BHUMATEIbHO
HabJa0aaTh, YTOGBI OHHU, CpaXasch APYT C ApPyroM (a
OHM, NOJOOHO BaM, JIOAIM 3eMJIH, BEUHO CCOPWIMCH
APYT C IpYroM), He YHUYTOXWIM U BeCb 3TOT MMHP.

U notoMy GbUIM BHIGPAaHBI cCaMble CIIOCOGHBIE JETE-
HBIIIM, JOCTUTILIME BO3pacTa MOYTU B3POCHBIX KO OTOB.
WX nmogxuHyIM XCH, OHM MM TTIOHPaBWIMCh, H XCH IOoCe-
JIWIM UX B cBoux moMaXx. Ho Ko’OThI JaBaIu KIATBY He
OTKPBIBaThb XCH HAaIIMX TalilH — YyMEHHUS OOILATHCA MBIC-
JICHHO.

XCH CTaHOBWINWCh BCE CWIbHEE, a MX MAIIUHBI —
cioxHee. HacTymwi OgeHb, Koraga OHM IOHSUINCH B
Hebo, a moToM M B kocMoc. Ho Bcerga B HUMX ocraBajicst
3TOT MOPOK — OHM He MOIVIM [T0-HACTOsAIIEMY O6I1LAThCS
ApPYT C APyTrOM, M MOTOMY HX ApPYyX0a HUKOIZAA He ObUIia
ITyOOKOIA.

KareH npuHamiexan K TpeTbeMy IMOKOJIEHHIO KO OTOB,
KUBIIKMX cpeau XcU. Yl XOTs MBI Tora 3Toro He 3HalH,
Yy Hero BeIpaboTaicsl HOBBIII HHTEPEC, He CBOMCTBEHHBIIT
HallleMy IUIEMeHM, — MHTepeC K MallHHaM, KOTOphIe
paborann Ha Xcu. U B co3HaHMM TeX, KTO 3a HUMH
TIIPUCMATPUBAT, OH YUTAT BCE, YTO €r0 MHTCPECOBAJIO.

OH M B JIpYI'MX OTHOLICHUAX OTIMYAICA OT CBOMX
poxudeil. Y Hero ObUI APYT cpeau XcH, 1o uMeHu KuH-
JapT; To ObUI OOMH M3 TeX, KOr0 XCHM ITOCBUIATH K
3pésgaM. 1 KareH myTelrecrBoBal ¢ HMM M ITOCBHUIAX
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HaM MHOIO LicHHeHIleil nHpopMaLMy; OHa HaM O4YeHb
NPUIOAIach, KOIJa Mbl CaMU BBILLUTM B KOCMOC.

Karen Taxke oGHapyxwi, yro Mo3r KuHmapra He
COBCEM 3aKpBIT; €ro APYT OTIMYAJICH OT APYTHX XCH, B
OrpaHUYEHHOM CTeMeHU eMy ObUla JOCTYIIHA IOCBHLIKA
mbicii. U1 KareH Hayan paborarb ¢ HUM, YTOOBI OC-
BOOOIUTH XOTh YacTh 3aKphiroro Mosra Kunpapra. OH
Hagesuicss — a KMHIOapTa OH CYMTAI MOYTH POAMYEM, —
YTO CpedU XCHU MOTIYT OTHICKAaThCA M ApYyTHe, ITOJO0OHbIE
eMy, U MBI CMOXEM B JaIbHeMIlleM COMM3UTBCA C
HHUMMU.

B cBoéM mocienHeM IMyTCLICCTBHM OHH BBICAIIIHNCH
Ha BHOBB OTKpbITO#1 rutaHere. Tam Ha KuHaapra Hanano
CYLL[ECTBO, KOTOPOE HECIO B CBOEM TeJIe MeIJICHHO Jeii-
crByoumit an. KareH, Kak Mor, 3aluilal ero, HoO
cywecTso yxamwio KuHaapra, 1 ToT NOHsI, YTO 60/b-
LIe He YBUAUT POIHYIo IutaHeTy. Ho OH He XoTel, yToOb!
KareH ocrancs B ToM cBuperioM Mupe. B atom Kunngapr
oKasaJicAd NMogo0eH HaM, OH AyMaJl He TOJbKO O cebe U
cBoeil 60U,

OH c TpynoM . BepHyJcid Ha cBoit Kopabnab. U TyT,
HCIIOJIb30BaB BCe BO3MOXHOCTH CBOEIO MO3ra, YTOOBI
oburateca ¢ KareHoM, IMWIOT HayyWw1n Halllero poauva,
KaK yNpaBiaATh poOOTaMH, KOTOpbie OyayT BECTH KO-
pabnp Ha ob6parHoM IyTH. IlocTymas Tak, OH HapyIwi
3aKOH XCH: Te, KTO YMeJ YNpaBIATh 3BE3MHBIMM KOpab-
JSIMM, KJSUTMCh HUKOMY He OTKPBIBaTh 3Ty TalHY, Jaxe
CBOUM COIUIEMEHHMKAaM.

M Karen yumncsa. Ero por He Mor NnpoM3HOCHTHb
ClIOBa, KOTOphbIe 3aCTaBJSUIM pOOOTOB HECTBOBaTb, U
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noroMy oy ¢ KuHpgaproM nmpumgyManu mpucrocobie-
HHE, C TTOMOILUBIO KOTOPOTO MOXHO OBLUIO MBICICHHO
3aJeICTBOBATh MepeKIoYyaTesId, YIIpaBisiouie po6ora-
mu. Kunpapr ymupan goaro, u y KareHa Ornuia
BO3MOXHOCTb HayYMThCS.

ITocne cmept mwiora xcu KareH B3 Ha cebs
yrnpaBieHue KopabnaéM. U mpusen ero nomoit. Ho He Ha
To moJte, rie XIaau Xcu. HeT, OH BBICATWICH B IUKOM
MecTe M IMPU3BAI TyAa CTapuiMxX Ko’oToB. OHM MOHSIIH,
yro KaTeH coBeplIWn BelIuKoe OESHUE, IOTOMY YTO
KaTteH Mor Temnepp IepenporpaMMHUpOBaTe poOOTOB Ha
Kopabyie ¥ Apyrux po60ToB, YTOGBI OHM CIYXWIM HaM,
KaK CIIYXWIH XCH.

KareH oueHp Xopolio crpsATal Kopabjb, U MpOILUIO
MHOIO BpEMEHH, MpeXIe YeM XCH Y3HAIM O CIyYMB-
wemcs. I HUX Ko’0Thl HE OTAMYATUCH OT TPaBOSAHBIX
Ha Oonpinx paBHMHaX. Ho Temeph OHM HCIYTaIuCh
Hac. OHM He MOIJM NPU3HATh, YTO KO OTHI, CYILIeCTBA
MEHBIIEe MX M cjiabee, MOIYT OBITb PaBHBI CaMUM XCH,
MOTYT OBITh pa3yMHBIMH, C pa3yMoM, Oojiee ITTyOOKMM,
YeM Yy HUX, CIIOCOOHBIM Ha MHOroe WM HEIOCTYITHOE.

TEMHBII yXac OXBaTWI MX, © OHU MepeGHIN MHOTUX
HallUX poauyeif, KpoMe TeX, KOTO YCIeJH BOBpeMs
npeaynpeauts. He sHas, yro Kunaapr MEpTB, oHM 00Db-
SIBWIM €ro IpefaresieM CBOero poja.

B 6esymit CBOEM OHM Hayald YHHUYTOXATb CaMmy
3ummoppy. Bcio pacTuTenbHOCTh, B KOTOPOM MOINIH
CKPBIBaThCSI KO’OThI, OHH MOJMBAIH SA0M, OT KOTOPOrO
pacTeHUsI YepHEIH U CMOpPIUMBANUCh. JKMBOTHBIE pa3-
Oeraiuch ¥ YMUPAIH OT rojiofa U OrHEHHBIX CTPEJ XCH.
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Xcu Oomple Bcero 60sMCh, YTO HAMAETCA XHMBOE CY-
IIECTBO, KPOME HMX, KOTOpoe CII0OCOOHO o00Jagarh
pa3yMoM, KaKoro OHY He IONMYT.

Hexotopble KO 0THI OCTaBINCh B YKPHITHAX, €OBEP-
LICHCTBYSI POOOTOB, KOTOpBIE TEIEph ITOBUHOBATHCH
TOJNBKO UM. JIpyTHe yneTean Ha Kopabiie, KOTOPHIi MpH-
BEn KaTeH, 1 OTBICKMBAIY TUTAaHEThI, HA KOTOPBIX MOXHO
OCHOBaTh MUpHBIe KonoHUH. C coGoit oHM 6panu pobo-
ToB. C MOMOLIBIO MX METAUTHYECKHUX PYK OHM CTPOWIH,
3aIMIIAUTKCH, AeIATM CBOM HOBBIC JOMa Ge30MacHBIMMU.

A xcu Bc€ Oosiee u Gosiece Brmagany B 6esymue. OHU
BBITYCKQJIM B BO3OYX fAObI, M OOMH M3 3TUX AAOB BHILIET
uU3-Tiog MX KoHTponsa. Y Torga Xxcu caMu Havyard yMH-
paTb — COTHSIMM, a ITOTOM ThicyaMH. M ocrajiica Ha
3UMMoOppe TOJIBKO OOMH MX ropoa. Tyma OGexamu ux
TpeABOOUTEIN, NMPHUXBATHUB C COOOIf MPOAYKTHI HA MHO-
rue croletuss. 1 OHM OKpPYyXWIM Tropon 3alllUTol,
KOTODPYIO He MOXET IpeoJoJieTh HM KO'OT, HU poboT.

Ho Hac Gonpliie MHTepecoBaa Ta HOBas U BO30yXaa-
1o11ag XU3Hb, KOTOPYIO Jan HaM KareH. MbI ynerenu K
3Bé3gaM. Ha MHorux mupax rnoGwBaTud KO’OTHI — M Ha
BallleM, JaBHO, OYeHb JaBHO. Hamim po6otrsl co3paBaiu
BCE JIy4IllMe MalllMHBI U BCEé Golee COBEpPIUEHHBIE KO-
pa6au. Y Tak KxaK MBI MOXeM NMPOHHKHYTh B MBICJIU JPYT
JIpyra, XagHOCTb M 371002 XCU Hac He KOCHYJIUCH.

Ecnmu XcH ewm€ XuBbl, TO TOIBKO B TOM Tropofe,
KOTOpBIIf OHU ITOCTPOWIMU B CBOM ITOCNEeAHUE OHU. MBI
He OCMeJMBaeMCSl MPUOIILKAThCA K HEMY, ITOTOMY YTO
TaM JIEMCTBYIOT CWIBI, KOTOPbIe NMPUTATUBAIOT ¢iaepsl.
U Bokpyr ropona CToMT HEBUAMMAA CTE€Ha, KOTOPYIO He
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MOXET IpeomosieTh HU ONMH KO’OT. BrmpoueM, HaM M
He3ayeM TyHda XOAWTh. TakoBa HMCTOPUS TOTO ropoja,
meréHbll. M He oyeHb 3TO Xopoluas HUCTOpHsA, Tebe He
cleqyeT YIIyOJISThCA B HEE».

— DTH XCH — OHH 6bUIH MmoabMu? — crpocui JIKuM.

Ecnu 661 X0’OTHI MOIJIM NOXUMATh IUie4aMu, TUpo
chenan ObI 3TOT XeCT. «Y HHX OBUIM JBE PYKM, FOJOBa,
TEeJO, ITOXOXEeE Ha Ballle, — PaBHOAYILIHO OTBETII OH, —
M, MOXET, MO3T, ITOAOOHBIH BallleMYy».

— Ho TbI He 3Haelb, XUBbL JIU XCU? — MPOIOIXAN
paccripamruBaTth Jxum.

«3T10 HeBaxHO. Ho mpoInuio cimMiKoM MHOro BpeMe-
HHM, ¥ He IyMalio, YTOOBI Jaxe HeTH OeTeil MX IeTeif
CMOIJIH TaM XHWTbh. YXe CBbIIIE YETBIPEXCOT JIET HAILH
YacoBble HE 3aMeYaIM TaM HMKaKHX MPU3HAKOB XM3HH.
Ho ropon XuBET...»

— Kax?

«Po6oThI He ymMupaloT, — orBeTwi Tupo. — Pob6oTn
YIIPaBISIOT IOCHeTHUM ropoaoM. Ero s3amiura He Hapy-
meHa. VM HaM mo-mpexHeMy oOIIaCHO K Heil
npubIKaThcd. B nmpoiiwioM, Korga MeI elié He ITOHMMa-
JH 3TOro, INpoOMaJd HECKONbKO ¢(acpoB co BceMH
KO’0TaMM Ha OOpTY; UX MPUTSHYIO K TOPOAY, U OHU HE
CMOTIJIH BBIpBaThcsA. Boubilie MBI 0 CBOMX pogUyax HHUYe-
ro He CHBIIIAJIM, HUKOro M3 HUX He Buumenaun. Temepb
3ampelleHo NMPUOJIIDKAaThCS K FOPOLY, HO MBI M3Jajleka
MOKa3bIBaeM JETEHBIILAM 3TO APeBHEe 3J10, KaK IpeayTi-
PEXIOCHHE».

Tupo Bcras, XJIecTHYNI XBOCTOM. «Bumure, meTéHbI-
M, y BCero, YeMy Bac y4ar, ecTb oCHoBaHMd. I'opox —
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MECTO ThMBI M 3J1a. DTO MocjeaHee JOToBO XCH, M Jaxe
eclid OHU BCe MEPTBHI, 3JI0 ITO-NPeXHEMY XHUBET TaM.
IoHsmu?»

O Mbait 3HepruyHO KMBHYIA, JIXXKUM TOXe — YYThb
Mno3xe.

Korna 6onbuine Ko’oThI yiluid, MM BEITSHY/ICA Ha
MaTpalie M 3aKphUI IJlazZa — HE IS CHa, a YTOOBI
noayMate. Hy u mcropmio pacckaszan mMm Tupo! Ilo
KpailHell Mepe OJHO OHa OOBSCHSET — KaK NOSBWINCH
niepBble pob6oTel. Ko’OThI HeKOoTOphIM 00Opa3oM 3aMM-
CTBOBQIU MX y XcH, a KaTeHa CUMTAIOT repoeM, IIOTOMY
YTO OH NpPHBEN Ha3ad Kopabib M NMpUHEC 3HAHUSA, KOTO-
pble Jany BO3MOXHOCTb €ro pogWyaM ITOCTPOMUTH BcE,
YyeM OHM ceityac 00magaoT. Ho nepBbIMU-TO 3TO ciena-
JIK XCU. XOTA MO3T Y HUX YCTPOeH Mo-apyromy! A Xcu —
3TO Jiogu!

— Ko’oTbl oYeHb YMHBI, — 3aMeyaHHe DI Moait
HapYIIWIO MOCIeA0BaTeIbHOCTD ero Meicneit. — Ilpen-
CTaBb ce0e: OMH M3 HUX HaydwwIcs 3aCTaBIATh poOOTOB
JlenaTh BCE, UTO eMy HYXKHO.

— Ho Begp xopalip NMpUHAIIEXaNd YENIOBEKY... —
Bo3paswi JIxamM.

— Her, xcu cam otnan ero KateHy, oH XoTes, YTOOHI
Yy KO’0TOB OBLTM KOpabmy, — OBICTPO NOMNpaBWia €ro
O Mait. — MHe He HpaBATCA 3TU IPeBHUE XCH, C MX
SIOM U yOMIICTBaMM.

— OHM UCIYTATNCH, — MEIJICHHO IMporoBopiut JiKuM.
— MHe kaxXeTcs, B MCITyTe JIIOOU AeJal0T MHOTO TaKoro,
Yyero He CTaIM GBI AenaTh oObraHO. Ecnm GH y HUX O6bUTa
BO3MOXHOCTb YCITIOKOUTBCH, OHU OBl YCTBIIWIHCH COMC-
STHHOTO.
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— MoxeT 65ITh. Ho HekoTophle M3 HUX HUKOIAa He
CTBIOATCSI, — PEe3KO OTBeTWIa D Mbait. — A 3Halo
Takux Joaeil. 1 xo’oTel BoBce He XOTeIU UMY KOMaH-
JIOBaTh, OHU XOTEJIM IEJIUTHCSI 3HAHUAMMU.

— A npaspaa im 3T0? — B co3HaHMM J[)K1Ma BO3ZHUKIIO
COMHeHMe. DM Mbaii Jlerko BOCIIPUHHUMAET CIOco0-
HOCTH KO’OTOB, OHa CyMTaeT MX IpaBWIbHbIMM. Ho
xorna Tupo MeIcauT, obpauasch X HeMy, JI>KUM HUKOr-
Ia He BMOMUT KOIUKY — KO’0Ta, OH BMIMT APYIOro
yesnoBeka. IIpearnonoXxuM, Bl He CIIOCOOHBI TMpEACTa-
BUTH ceOe pasyMHOE CYILIECTBO IPYTHM, TOJIbKO KO’ OTOM.
M BaM kaxeTcs, YTO OH ceifyac HabpocHUTcS Ha Bac, He
uapanasch U Kycasch, a 3aBlageeT MosroM. JIXuM mo-
ILIEBEJIWICA Ha CBOEM MaTpalle. Takasg MBICTb XOTb KOO
ucnyraet! KoHeyHO, Tereph OH ITOHMMAaeT BCE, YTO
HaMpaBIgIOT HelmocpeAcTBeHHO eMy Tupo u Mep. Ho
YTO COHEPXUTCS IIOA TOBEPXHOCTBIO MX IOCTaHUIA?
MbIC/H KO’OTOB He JODKHBI OYeHb OTIIMYATBCS OT MBIC-
neit mogaeit. JIKUM He BUAEN IJIS 3TOTO NPWUYMHEL.

EMy nokasanoch, YTO OH ITOHMMaET, YTO TaK MCITyTa-
JIO XCH, MO4YeMY OHM 00e3yMelM U TONBITAINCh BCE
YHHYTOXUTBH. HyXXHO OYeHb CJIBHO ITOBEPHUTD, YTO MOX-
HO TOBOPUTH 6e3 CJIOB, JaXe C TaKUM BHYLIUTCIBHO
BBIIJIIOSAILMM KO’OTOM, Kak Tupo.

I'rasa 4
IHNuwa dns xomam

— A He Mory aroro caenars! — XXMM yoapwi KyJa-
KOM IO KOJIEHSIM, CHISA Ha KOPTOYKaX IMepex IMILEeBOt
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MamuHoit. — S aymaro, oHa MeHsd BooGIle He CIBILMT!
— TocJeAHHe HECKOJIBKO JAHEH OH BCE Gonblie M 6ob-
e Oecriokowicsa. JleTEHBIIM M 3€MHBIE KOIIKH, C
KOTOPHIMU OHU HAYMHAJIM YYUThCS, YXe 6e3 Tpyaa MbIc-
JICHHO YyIpaBiAdd poboTaMu, HayMHaAsg C CaMOM.
HeoOXoAMMON MalIMHBI — MHILEBOI.

— A Toxe He Mory, — D Mait HaxMypwiach. — S
BCE JyMalo M Iymalo, Kak Besena Mep. Ho p1a MeHs sTo
TOJIBKO OOJBLION CTapbIif AIIMK, M U3 HEro HUYEro He
BoxonuT. HyxHo, yTo6s1 Mep cHayasa BICTYIlIAIa MEH,
a notoM ckasaia emy! ITouyemy 3To?

— IToroMy uTo MBI He KO’OTHI M He KOLIKH, —
orBeTwia JIxxuM. OH cMoTpen Ha Gobliryio MaliuHy. EMy
OBUTO CTPAILIHOBAaTO, HO OH HE XOTEJI, YTOOBI DJUTH 3HAIA
06 stoM. Yro Oymer, eciIM OHM TaK M He Hayyarcsd
YIIpaBIATh muiueBoit MawmwHoi? Heyxenn Bc€ Bpems
3TO 3a HUX OyayT Oenath kKo’oTel? JIXuM B IiyGuHe
OyIUM pasfapaXxalcsd M3-3a TOro, YTO He MOXET cHesaTh
TO, YTO JOCTYITHO JaXe MaJeHbKUM JCeTEHBIILIAM.

— Mep HaM NOMOXeET, — YBEpPEHHO CKa3ala DJLIH.

— Ecnu 6yner panoM, — JI>KMM 3aMeTWI, YTO KOJIH-
YeCcTBO KO’OTOB B TOPTY KaXIbIii AeHb MeHaIoch. W
Tupo ucye3 Bckope Iociie CBoero pacckasa o6 HCTOpUM
ropoia XcH. Yxe Ba JHS ero He GBUIO BUIHO.

Hexotopsie po6oTI — Te, YTO YMUCTWIM OHEXOY M
yOoupanu B IoMe — He HYXXAAJIUCh B IpuKa3ax. OueBua-
HO, Y HMX MMeJIach IIoCTOsTHHAas nporpamMa. Ho nuiieBas
MaliMHa — Apyroe aeino. MoXeT, 3TO IMOTOMY, YTO TaM
KaXIblif pa3 HagoO BHIOMPATh.

OHM ¢ Omin Bcé BpeMs ITBITAIMCh AyMaTh O ele,
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3aKa3bIBaTh €€, HO OOBMHO 3TO KOHYAJIOCh TEM, YTO OHU
CTaHOBWINCH BCE TOJIONHEEe M IOJIogHee, a KOUIKH Ipo-
CTO TOAXOOWIH, CMOTPENH Ha SIIMK, U OTTyda
BBICKQIB3bIBATA YallIKa ¢ exoif. JI)KMM OTHaXIbI ITOITHI-
TaJicd OyMaTh HE O YEJIOBEYECKOI, a O «KOIaybei»
nuie. Ho maxe 3To HM K YeMy He NpHBEJIO.

M motoMy OH BCIIOMHWI. O Topome. A Kakoil Obuia
muia Xxcu? MoxXeT, YTO-TO M3 MX eIbl CTOOUTCS IUIS HUX
WIM JaXe NMOoHpaBHTCA... ECIU pob6oTHI KO’0TOB HE OTBE-
YalOT UM, MOXET, OTBETAT POOOTHI XCcH?

DU CepauTO TOMHYNMA. «S Xouy ecTb, — OOBSIBHIA
oHa. — U s BcE mbITanack M nbiTajack Bhi3Bath Mep. E€
HET MOOJN3OCTH...»

— MbI MoXeM oOpaTHUThCAd K APYTMM KO’OoTaM, —
nipeaToXxwi JIKvM, XOTS eMy caMOMY He OYeHb-TO XOTe-
Jloch 3T0 Aenath. CHavyana Hy>XHO ITONpoboBaTh CaMHM.
OH 3HaJ, XOT €My HHKTO 00 3TOM He TFOBOpWI, YTO
MHCTPYKTOPBI-KO’OThI CYMTAIOT €ro M DJUIM IJIYTIBIMH.
Bce meT€HbIIM, C KOTOPBIMM OHU YYWINCh Ha IEPBBIX
ypoKax, Terepb HaydWIHNCh YIIpaBIATh po0OTaMH M Iie-
peluuT! K ApPYTUM, Gojiee CIIOXHBIM 3aJaHMAM. A OH H
OJUTM — OHM 3aCTPsUTM Ha OMHOM MecCTe, KaK HM cTapa-
JINCB.

Ho oHn He mryn, /Ixxum 6but yBepeH B 3ToM. Y1 O
He ryna. CTOWIo TOJNBKO MOAyMaTh, KaK OHa YIIpaBJis-
Jlach Ha 3eMJie, OTBICKMBAs BeI[d U NMpoaaBas MX, YTOOkI
nomoyb 6abyuike. Ko’oTel cyuTaloT Beex JIONEH ITyIbI-
MM, IIOTOMY YTO T€ He MOFYT CTOBOPHTHCH, IIOTOMY YTO
y HUX BOHHBI, OHM YHUUYTOXAIOT IUIaHETYy, Ha KOTOpPOil
>XKUBYT, — KaK 3T caMmble XcH. Ho B KOHIle KOHII0B caMH
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KO’ OTBI TIEPEHSUIM HayKy Y XCH, M He TOJIbKO ITOTOMY, YTO
y XCH ObUTH MHCTPYMEHTBHI M OHM 3HAIM, KaK HMU
nosib3oBaThcd. Bo3MOXHO, XCHM MOITIM NPHUAYMaTb Ta-
KO€, Ha YTO He CIIOCOOHBI KO OTHI.

M sTa MamiMHa ecThb y KO’OTOB TOJBKO IOTOMY, UTO
XCHM KOTJa-TO JaBHO TIOKa3alu KO’ 0TaM, KaK 3aCTaBIATh
MaIlKHBI paboTaTh. ZKUBYT JIM €LI€ B CBOEM ropoae Xcu?
JI>XX¥M XOTeJ1, YTOOBI XWIH. ..

OT 3THUX MbICIeH €0 HEOXHIAHHO OTBIEKIA DJUIH.
OHa cpanachk.

— Bou Curtka, OH 3aCTaBUT MAILIMHY MOpaboTaTh Aid
Hac, — M npexinae YyeM J[>XK1M cMorT Mollie BeJIUThCA, DIUTH
HalpaBWIach K TOJIBKO YTO BoOLIeIIIeMYy OOJbLIOMY
ko’ory. OH y3Hal B HEM TOro, Yro ABaXAbl BOOWI MX
¢aep B noneBbIX 3KCIeAULMAX. MeX Yy Hero pbDKHil U
NIPOH3UTENbHBIE 3eJIEHbIE [71a3a, KOTOPbIe 3aMeYaloT Bee
owun6xu. JI>XuM HaxMypwics: CTBITHO npocuth CHTKY.
JBaxapl Ha TocleIHEM YpOKEe OH ClIal €My THeBHOE
MBICJICHHOE TpHKa3aHHe ObITh BHUMAaTeJIbHEeE.

Ko’or HeTepnieMMBO XJIECTHYJI XBOCTOM, ITOBEPHYB-
HIMCh K MalllMHE.

«IJTO Xe camad Jiérkas 3ajaya, — YCJABIUAIM €ro
Npe3pUTEabHYI0 MbIcTb. — IloyeMy BB HE MOXeTe cle-
JIaTh 3TO...»

JI>Xx1M mocTapaiics MpeAcTaBUTh OOUH M3 TeX CTPaH-
HbIX raMOyprepoB, KOTOpbIe IPOU3BOAUT 3Ta MallIMHA, 1
e crakaH Monoka. Ho TO, YTO BBICKOJNB3HYJIO M3
MalIMHBI o npHKa3sy CHUTKM, OH BOBCEe HE XeJIall MoJy-
yyuTh. Yamika ¢ 4YeM-TO HAIIOMMHAIOIIUM XHIKYIO
MoxJIEGKY co cnabbM PHIOHBIM 3alaXxoM.
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DJuTH, He 3afaBas BOIIPOCOB, B3sUla YallIKy, U MOSBU-
Jlach BTOpasd C TAaKOil Xe HENpUATHON Kamuuei. A
CuTKa yXe yXoaw1, OTHOCTHIO 3aKPhIB CBOE CO3HaHMeE.

DU TTOAHATA YAlIKY U MONpo0oBajia COACPKUMOE.
«Takoe maloT KoTATaMm, caMbIM MaIEHbBKIM», — C CO-
MHEHHEM CKasala OHa.

— HagepHoe, TakuMi OHM HAC M CYMTAIOT... Tapor
KOTAT, K TOMY Xe O4YeHb Tymbix! — B3opBaics IxumM.
EMy xorenocek Gpocuts yaiiky ¢ Kaueir B CUTKy.

— Hy, 310 He Tak yX IUIOXO, €CIM TrolofeH, —
ckaszana Duu. — HaBepHoe, UM Hamgoeso, YTO MBI BCE
BpeMsI IIPOCUM O TIOMOLIH.

XM BepTenl B pyKaxX 4YallKy. EMy He XOTelocCh
TIOrpyXaTh B Heé nanblbl. Eciiy GBI XOTh JIOXKa OBLUIO...
Kak 651 HabGpaTbcs peuIMMOCTH M BbUIUTH 3TO Be€! Ho
DU mpaBa: €CIu rojiofieH, 6epH, YTO HAIOT.

OH cMopIIWI HOC, IPUHIOXABIHUCH. JIOKHO OBITh, Y
KO’OTOB M KOIUeK HOC YCTPOEH IO-APYroMy, eCii 3TO
UM HpaBUTCA. A BKyC He Jyyiue 3amaxa. Ho Mmanpumk He
3HaJl, KOra UM cllI€ yAaCTCS MOeCTh, IIO3TOMY 3aCTaBMII
cebs1 checThb BCE 0 IMOCHEAHEr0 BOASHUCTOrO IJIOTKA.

Ecau Tupo win Mep ckopo He IOSABATCS, OHM MOIYT
okasarbes B Oeme. OH mymait, JoragbiBaeTcs M 00 3TOM
DJuH, HO MoYeMy-TO MOGosICA CripalinBaTh. EciM oHa
cornacurcs, 6yayiiee IMmokaxeTcs ellé MpayHee.

B xuBore y Ixuma GbUIO He OYeHb XOpOHIO, KOTAA
OHM BO3BpalLAIUCh K CBOEMY JOMY, M OH MpayHO AyMaJ,
YTO, HaBepHOe, MUIA IJI1 KOTAT HUKOTAA He MpeaHa-
3Havanach JmoasaM. Boiias B oM, oH cen Ha cBoii MaTpall
M TTOCMOTpeEJ Ha DJUTH.
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— IMocaymiait, — OH peliwT BCE-TaKU MOAENNTHCH C
JeBOYKOW CBOMMM TPEeBOraMH: B KOHLIE KOHIIOB 3TO U €&
Kacaercd. — YTo MbI OyaeM HOenaTh, eciy TaK M He
HayyuMcsl ynpaBiusaTh MauinHoi? HaM HyxHO ecTb, a
KO’0TaM MOXET HaJ0eCTh OTIaBaTh 3a HAaC KOMaH[IBbI.

— Mep He HagoecT, — OQHAKO MAaJIbYMKYy ITOKa3a-
JIOCh, YTO DJUTK HEe OYEeHb B 3TOM yBEepeHa.

— Mep Moxer He OBITh 3mech. Kak ceromHsa €€ He
6suio. U a1 yxe nBa OHA He BUAen Tupo. D/UIH, HaM
HYXHO ITONpo0OBaTh YTO-HUGYOb ApYTOE...

— Yrt0? — crnpocwia JeBoyka.

Ho Ha 3toT Bonpoc [I>XvM He roToB GBUI OTBETUTH —
rnoka He rotoB. OH OTBETWI COGCTBEHHBIM BOIPOCOM.

— A 4ro OBI THI caMa clenajia? — DJUIM B MPOLLIOM
MepexXwria HeMaJlo HeB3rof, n J>xuM ObLT yBepeH, 4TO
OHa 3HaeT, KaK IOCTYIUTb, KOraa AeHCTBUTEIbHO TpH-~
XKMET.

Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 Duiu MelieHHO IToKayaia I'oJIOBOil.
«JloMa MbI MOIJIM ObI HAWTH YTO-HUOYAb BHIOpOLIEHHOE,
npomaTh M KyrmuTb cebe enp. Ho 3mech HeT HMKaKMX
Mara3fHoB...» — JeBOYKa YMOJIKJIa M BIIEpBble C TOTO
BpeMeHH, KaK yMepna e€ 6abyiika, BbIIAOe/a ITO-Ha-
cTosLeMy BCTpeBoXXeHHOM. OHa He 3HaJIa, YTO AC/IaTh U
K KOMY 00paTHUThCH.

— MBI pocTo HeAOCTAaTOYHO 3HaeM 000 BCEM 3TOM,
— Haxmypwicsa IxuM. — MoxeT, 1 caMi KO’OThI He
3Ha10T. OHY MONb3YIOTC PEeMOHTHBIMU POGOTaMM, KOT-
Ia YTO-TO BBIXOZUT M3 CTPOsI, HO MBICIM PpOGOTOB
MpoYecTh HEBO3MOXHO.

V Hero mosiBWIAch MBICIb, IyTalOIasg, CO MHOXECT-

113



BoM «ecnu». HeT cMbicna Janblie MMBbITaTbCSA YIIPABIATh
MUILEBO MAIIMHOI WIM JTIOObIMM IPYTMMU POOOTaMMU.
OHH CIMIIIKOM JIOJITO MBITAIMCH 3TO CAENATh M TEPIEIU
Heygauu. M eciu Tupo u Mep He BepHyTCs, OObLION
MOMOIIM OT TaKMX KO’OTOB, KaK CuTKa, OXHIAaTb He
NPUXOOUTCSA. A MM HYXXHO HeyTo OoJibLiee, YeM pbrIOHast
KallIula s KOTHT.

— A ecin nonpocutb ITokagor? — crpocun Ixum.
I1€cTpas Kolika ¢ KOTATaMH, Ka3aJIoCh, MOAPYXWIACH C
DIy ¢ TeX Mop KaK Ta ITOMOIJIa eif HECTH KOTAT. — ThI
MOXEIIb TOBOPUTH C Heil MBICIIbIO?

— Hemnoro. MeI yacto ommbaeMcs§, — OTBeTHIA
9mmu. — Ho oHa xopomasg, moutH kKak Mep. OHa
MO3BOJISAET MHE IPUCMATPUBaTh 3a KOTATaAaMM, KOria
YXOIOUT Ha YPOKH.

— [HomycruM, — MemIeHHO Havyan [XuM, — T
nepenawrs ITokamor, YTo HaM HyXHO oT MamuHbl. He
00BIYHYI0 KoHIayblo muiry. YTo-HMOYObs Bpoge Kpeke-
poB wiu ceipa. Takoe, YTo AONTO He MOPTUTCA. Moxellb
norpo6oBaTs?

— Jla. Ho 3ayem?

— 3auyeM? Ham HyxHO MMeTh 3amnac, korga Tupo u
Mep Het noGim3octu. UHTEepecHo, 3Haet Ilokanor, yro
TaKoe KpeKephl U chIp?

Own xuBHYNMa. «OHM eif gaxe HpaBaTcd. JKeHIMHa,
Yy KOTOpO# OHa XiWla, MHOTAA yrolaiaa eé TaKMMM Ja-
KoMcTBaMU. S BUAeNa, KaK OHa OMHAXIbl «HaIyMala»
ChIp, YTOOBI KOTATa Moriu Iomnpo6osats. Ho Tombko
OOMH U3 HHUX I0EJ HEMHOTO».

— Xopowro. Torma cmemaem crucok, — y JIxuma
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Gonplle He OBUIO 3arMCHOM KHVDKKM, HO HMHOTIAA OH
mical Ha IIMPOKUX JIMCTBSX, KOTOpHIE, BBICHIXas, Ha-
MOMMHATH Oymary, MCIOJIb3yd B KauyeCcTBe KapaHIalla
ToHKMe Mmamouku. — Kpexkepsl, ceip. HaBepHoe, o mo-
KoJjage oHa He 3HaeT. He 3HaeT 1 o dppykrax. Ho MoxHo
monpo6oBaTh KOHCEPBUPOBAaHHOE MSCO IUIA 3aBTpaka,
€ro OHa HaBepHAKa NpoOoBaia, U €lIE XapeHbIX LbII-
JIAT.

—OHa 3HaeT 3eyieHble 000BI, — BCTaBWIa ODJUIM, Ha-
KJIOHSASACh, YTOOH pasriifeTh Kapakyau JIxmma, — M
TYIIEHKY.

— Hy, xopoiuo, oTnpaBisiics K Heil ¥ MOCMOTPH, YTO
OHAa CMOXET BCIIOMHUTh M3 YeJIOBeYeCKOM IMUIIU. 3aBT-
pPa YTpoM MOHAEM TyHma, M OHa IOTpeOyeT y MAIMHEI,
yro cMoxeT. HaM HyXHB NpHUIachl Ha HECKOJBKO
JHEH...

— Ha HeckonbKo aHeit? — mosTopwia dmwin. — T
IyMaelllb, Tupo 1 Mep OymyT TaKk JOJTO OTCYTCTBOBAThH?

— 51 He mymaio o Mep u Tupo, — ckasan Ixym. — 51
JIYMalo 0 HacC ¥ O TOM, YTO MPOM3OMIET, €CIM MBI CaMH
He mo3aboTMcs o cBoéM OymymeM. Ko’oTer MoryT 3a-
CTaBUTh HAC JIeJIaTh BCE, YTO 3aXOTAT, [IOTOMY YTO 3HAIOT,
YTO MBI JOJXHBI €CTb. A MBI He MOXEM YTIPaBIATh
po6ortamMu. HeyXenu THI Xodellb, YTOOBI OHU CUMTATH
HAC IIyTee KOTAT? — IEKHU ero BCIbIXHYIM, OH CIOXWI
JIMCTOK BIBOE.

— Ho uyro?..

— M= yxonuM otrcroga! — ckaszan JIxuM. — IMoineM
B ropoA. ITo pacckasy THpo, Xxcu OBUIM MMOXOXH Ha Hac.
M oH ckasan, 4To OHM COGpaIM OrpoMHLIE 3aIlachl,
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KOT/Ia 3aKpBUTHCh TaM. ECJIM MBI cyMeeM IIPOKOPMUThCS
caMM, MBI He MO3BOJMM KO’0TaM AyMaThb O Hac KakK O
OeCITOMOIIHBIX ITyniax. Thl BeOb 3Haelllb, YTO OHU Ha
caMoM fesIe He XOoTeau Hac 6path ¢ coboit ¢ 3emtu. Ho
Tupo u Mep ckazanu, yro GepyT Ha ceds OTBETCTBEH-
HOCThb 3a Hac. A MHe 4YTO-TO He KaXeTcs O4YeHb
OTBETCTBEHHBIM YXONUTh M OCTaBIATh HAC rOJIOAHBIMU.
A OCTaTBbHBIM BOODILIE BCE PaBHO, YTO C HAMU... BOT 4YTO
a aymaio!

JIvio Ommu Mbait ctato o4eHb cepbE3HBIM. «Ecnu y
Tupo 1 Mep OymyT HeNmPUATHOCTH H3-3a HAIIETO yXO-
Ia...» — Hayaja OHa.

— Kro yxomur? — Bo3pasun /Ixum. — Ham Bens
HYXHO €CTh, YTOGBI OCTaBaThCS XUBBIMH, a S HE CTaHY
XOaTh, moka CUTKa WIM KTO-HUOYIb APYTOil JacT MHe
MECHBO, OT Koroporo 6omur xuBoT. OHM He HMMEIOT
rpaBa CYMTATh MEHS IJIYIbIM, ITOTOMY YTO MOW MO3T
paGotaeTr mo-apyroMmy, yeM ux. B ToM ropome maBHO
HUKTO He ObIBaJI, THpo caM 3T0 ckasan. BeposarHo, Bce
xcu MepTBbl. HO MBI He 3HaeM, YTO OHM OCTaBWIM. A
€CIM OHM OBbUIM TOXOXU Ha Hac, MOXET, MBI CyMeeM
IOKa3aTh KO’OTaM, YTO MBI HEe TaK YX DIymnbl. Moxelib
OCTaBaThCs, €CJIM XOYelllb, HO A Moiiny B ropon!

Ay Maii noTaHysna cebs 3a HIDKHIONO ryoy. Beirna-
Iejia OHA COBCEM HECYaCTHOI.

— Ko’oTbI roBopAT, YTO 3TO IUIOXOE MECTO, OYEHb
IUI0X0€ MECTO...

— Koneuyno. Ho oHU npu3HaOT, YTO HUKOIOA B HEM
He ObLTH.

— A xak MbI Tyaa nonagem? — A Mait yxeBaTiwiach
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3a 3TOT BOIIPOC, CIOBHO €l XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI ITOXOI
3aKOHYWICS, U He Ha4yaBILMCh.

— IlonmaméM, moroMy 4ro MBI IoOXoXu Ha Xcu. Hy,
noripo6oBath cTouT. Ml y Hac ecTh OBOL — MBI JOJIKHBI
€CTb... M HE TaKylo APSIHb, — OH ITHYJ IYCTYIO YaILIKYy.

— Xortena 651 g, yro661 Mep GbUTa 31€Ch... — DU
Mbii He Ka3anach yoeXIEHHOIM.

— Hy, eé Bcé paBHO HeT, — Bo3paswr JIxum. — Unu
K ITokamor, — oH cyHyn eif B pyku Juctok. — Ilocra-
paiicsl, yTOObI OHa BCE MOHsIA.

— Topon maneko orcioma. Kak MBI g0 Hero moGe-
pemcs?

JxuM yiapioHynaca. «4YTo XK, MOXET, s M NIV, KOraa
JIeJ0 KacaeTcsi INMUILEeBOH MallMHBI U poOOTOB, HO f
oyeHb BHMMAaTeIbHO Habmionai 3a daaepom... Korma Mel
B ITOC/IeHUI pa3 yreTanu, g nonpocua OpaHko oobsc-
HUTBb MHe. KaxeTcs, Ko’ 0TI MPOCTO NMpHUKA3aIu podoTaM
TOYHO IOBTOPATb BCE, YTO HAaXOOWIM Y XCH, HoOaBIss
TOJIBKO YIIpaBI¢HHE MBICABIO. Y mo3ToMy y MX MaIlllMH
IBa BWAA YTIPaBJICHUS — MBICIBIO, KOTOPBIM ITOJIb3Y-
IOTCSI KO’OTBI, U PYYHOE, KOTOPHIM OHM HHKOIZa He
nonb3yiorca. S cobupaioch BOCITONB30BAaThCA PYYHBIM
YIIpaBIeHUEM>.

— A ecu He CMOXeIUb JIETeTh? — HacTauBala DJUIU
Mboix.

— Toraga mpuaymaeM 4yto-HMOYIs apyroe, — JxuMm
HafiesUIcs, YTO €ro CJIoBa 3ByYaT yBepeHHO. PoOoThI
CaMM He AYMAloT: OHH JEHCTBYIOT CTPOro IO Nporpam-
Me. Kompys ApeBHME MALIMHBI XCH, OHUM JOJDKHBI OBLTH
Bc€ BocrmpousBecTH B HUX. Y JIXXuM mpearmonarai, 4ro
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CYILLIECTBO C PYKaMH JIETKO CMOXET BOCIIOJIb30BaThCs
CTapbIMH IpUOOpaMU YIIpaBICHUS.

B 31y Houb OH monro He cnai. CHoBa M CHOBa
MaJIbyHK OOJyMBIBAJ CBOM IUIQHBI; OHU Ka3aJIUCh IpPO-
CTHIMH U acHbiIMH. Ho MHOroe MOXeT IMoiTH He TakK, KaK
Hano. Ecau nmogsarca Tupo win Mep, DU He TONBKO
OTKaXeTcs MATH C HUM, HO MOXET, He pa3gyMmbiBas,
pacckasath Ko’oTaM 06 ero ruraHax. M on He yBepew,
YyTo CMOXeT ymnpaBaaTh ¢dnaaepoM. Kak He yBepeH U B
TOM, YTO €CIM OHM Hobepyrca AO ropoma, TO CMOTYT
nomnacte B Hero. IlpaBma, ecniu HeBMOAMMas CTeHa Ha-
CTpOeHa TOJBKO MNPOTHMB KO’OTOB, TOIa Y HHMX €CTb
LIaHC.

®naepsl KO OTOB 3aTATMBAET Tya, © OHM MCYE3alO0T...
Tak ckasan Tupo. CpaboTaeT M Ta Xe 3alUTa NMPOTUB
He Ko’oroB? JIXuM Hagesuics, yto Het. Ho oueHb MHO-
roe B €ro IUIaHe CTPOWIOCh Ha HaJeXHaax.

He3sanonro mo pacceera oH pa36ynwn DM Maii, He
obpailjass BHUMaHMS Ha €€ COHHbIe Xano0bl. OHa Imoluia
uckarb Ilokamor, a JIXMM HeTepneauBO pacxaXHBall
B3al M BIIepeld, XMYpO MOMIAAbIBaA Ha IMUIIEBYIO Malllu-
HY.

HakaHyHe BeuepoM, KOT/a elllé He COBCEM CTEMHEJIO,
J>XuM npokpajics K OMHOMY U3 CTOSIBIUMX HETOHAIEKY
¢naepoB. HeckonbKo MTHOBEHMIT BOCTIOMUHAHMII — U Y
HEro CTSAHYJIO ropJio; CTalo GOJBHO, OH TOYTH COBCEM
3a0bu1 06 3101 60MM. Bo BrheTHaMe mama BEIBO3WI Ha
BEPTOJIETE PaHEHBIX. A JOMa HWHOI[Aa HaBelal IIpH-
AITeNIs1, KOTOPBIM paboTa MUTOTOM BEPTONETa B 6ONBLION
KoMmaHuM. JIBaxnael mama Gpan B monétel xamMa, u
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mucrep briexMmep mokassiBa eMy, KaK YIIpaBIsgeTCS Ma-
HMHa. DTOT ¢jiaep KO’OTOB He OBUI ITOXOX B TOYHOCTH
Ha BEPTOJNIET, HO HEKOTOphIe NPHOOPHI HANOMUHAIH
3eMHbIe. 1 OH NMpeuCNoNTHWICH YBepeHHOCTH, YTO €C/IU
OyZeT OCTOPOXEH, TO CMOXET YIpPaBJIATh 3TOI MalllM-
Hoil. KoHeyHO, 3TO pUCKOBaHHO, HO OTCTYIaTh OH He
6ymer. OH JOJIXKEeH AOKa3aTh, YTO XOTh YTO-TO YMeeT He
XyXe KO’OTOB. ‘

Bwmecre ¢ O Mbait nogounura ITokamor, 3a Heit men
YEpHBIif KOTEHOK. ITocMOTpeB HECKOIBKO MMHYT B JIHULIO
Omu, néctpast KOLIKa MOBEPHY/ACh K IMUILEBOM Mallik-
He. Ml MalMHa TyT Xe OXWia, OTKPBUICS AIUMK BHHU3Y, a
B HEM JIeXamd KpHMBBIE KpEeKepbl M OOJBIIOH KycoK
chipa. JIXXMM CIOXWI MX B CETKY, KOTOPYI0 HalIEN B
OTHOI M3 GOJIBLINX KOMHAT. 3aTeM MalllMHa U3rOoTOBWIA
TOJICTBbIE KYCKH XOJIOAHOrO Msca U ellé Kpekephl. [ToToM
emé cpip (ero DM pasioMiuia ToIoJaM M OTJala
nonoBuHy ITokagoT) ¥ kaKHe-TO 3eJIEHbIe OBOILH, CJIMIL~
‘KOM KpYIIHbIe IIi 60008, HO TOUl Xe ¢opMBI.

— D10 BCE, YTO OHa MOXCT IOHATH, — OOBABWIA
M. — A ecau Oyger TopyaTh 3OeCh ell€, TO Hac
3aCTYKAalOT HOYHBIE OpOmArd, — B 3TOM OTHOLUCHUH

KO’OThI ITOXOXM Ha 3¢MHBIX KOTOB: IUI1 BLIXOJOB Ha
TEPPUTOPHIO BOKPYT IOPTAa OHM MPEATNIOYMTAIOT HOYH.

— IToka xBatur, — JI>XX¥M OBLT rojioneH, HO He CTal
Cpa3y eCTb ¥ TOPOIUIMBO YJIOXII 3aIlackl €bl B CETKY. —
Mo

OHu BBIOpaJIMCh M3 3MaHUA, MHHOBAIM CBOIl JOM H
NnogouutH K cTostHKe ¢aepos. JIXX1UM He CTal BIOUpaTh
M HanpaBwics K omokaitmeMy. ITooxXus ceTKy ¢ nmpu-
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nacaMu B KaGuHy, OH 1moMor 3a6parbcs Dmwin. [Torowm,
ITy00OKO B3OOXHYB, MQJIBUYMK M CaM CeJl Mepel LIUTOM
ynipaBiaeHud. CumeHue ObUIO HeymobOHoe, IpeaHa3Ha-
yeHHoe 111 Ko’oToB. Ho oH mocrapasicsa no3aGuTh 06
9TOM, TIIATEJIFHO PacCMOTpes NMPUOOPEI, BEIOpa HyX-
Hble, OBICTPO HaXal ABe KHONKU M OITYCTWI OIUH
PBIYAKOK — OITyCTWI CIMILKOM OBICTPO M CWIBHO, ITO-
TOMy 4YTO ¢yiacp MOACKOYMWI, YyThb He COPOCUB HeTeii ¢
cuneHuit. OH NoAHMMaICs BCE BbIllle U Bblle, a JIxkuM
JIMXOPaJOYHO HaXUMaJl Ha phlYar, IepeBOlsd ero Hasaj.
TToToM Haxasl OpYryio KHOIKY.

OHHU yeTenu BbILIE, YeM KO’ OTHI, BeTep NMpobuBajicd B
KaOuHY, U y DJUIM HavyalM cie3uthbed rmasza. Ho JxuM
ObUT TOJIOH BO30yXmeHUA: OoH chenan 3To! COBLIMCH
HaeXIbl, OH COOCTBEHHBIMU pyKaMHM OXUBWI ¢iaep!

I'nasa 5
B nocaednuii zopod

¥ xyrma He ObUIO TOYHOrO MapuipyTa, OH TIOMHWI
TOJIBKO HaIlpaBJieHHE, B KaKOM OHH JIETEJIU B TOT AcHb,
KOrZla UM B KauyecTBe MpeaynpexXIeHUsI IMOKa3alu 3a-
npeTHbri ropoa. Ha ior, Hag ropamMu, ImOTOM 4epe3
PaBHMHY, TAe GpomsaT cTaia TPaBOSAHBIX, 3aT€M BIOJb
pekn. Ho B3amerenu oHM 6e3 0COOBIX TpymHOCTeH U
TeIlepb MOTYT JIETETh B JIIOGOM HaIlpaBJIeHUH.

— MHe kaxercs, cobupaeTcd MOXIb, — 3aMeTWIA
Oy,

JI>XXUM TOJIBKO XMBIKHYJI, OH OBUI CJIMILIKOM 3aHAT LA
Pa3roBOpoOB, XOTA YacTb CO3HAHUA OTMCTIIA 3TH CJIOBaA.
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Ko’oThl He mMOOAT MOXOb, OOBIYHO B TakKHMe OHU OHU
OCTAIOTCA TMOX Kpbmueit. [[>KUM ITOHSUT, YTO OHU B CYILI-
HOCTH ITOYTH HUYETO HE 3HAIOT O XWH3HU Ko’oToB. UeM
OHHU 3aHMMaloTca B cBoOogHoe BpeMsi? MHorma oHu Bce:
MCYE3aIM, U B 3MaHUAX ITOPTa OCTaBAIHUCh TOJBKO 3eM-
Hble Kowkyu. Ho yneTeTs B cBOMX KOpabisaX OHM Bce He
MoryT. bonblne Kopabiu, KaK TOT, B KOTOPOM MpiuUie-
tenu ¢ 3emmy JIKUM ¥ DIUTH, MO-TIPEXHEMY CTOSUTH Ha
none. TaM 65U10 €1LI€ MHOro MeHBIIMX Kopabieit. Jxim
CUMTANl UX pa3BeYUKaMH, CIIOCOOHBIMM HECTH TOJIBKO
OJHOro WIH ABYX KO OTOB.
CTaHOBWIOCh TeMHee, HeOO 3aTATHBAIOCh TY4YaMH.
[Ixum B3ApOrHyJ, a DJUIM BCKPUKHYNA, KOIga Ha Hebe
BCIIbIXHY/a MOMHUA. JleTeTh CKBO3b Oypio M MOJHHMH
MaJIbYMKy BOBCE HE XOTENIOCh.

— BoT oH — ropoa! — DM CKIOHWIACh BNEPEN CO
CBOEro Y3KOTO CHAEHMS, YIOOHOro I KO’OTOB, HO He
IS moAei. '

B oTmaneHuM Ha TpaBSHUCTOIl paBHUMHE BUIHEIOCH
MATHO, TeMHee obiakoB. Tombko pemmmMocts IXxuma
J0Ka3aTh, YTO OHU He 30 BCEM 3aBHCAT OT Mpe3pUTesIb-
HbIX KO’OTOB, He Jajia eMy B3IporHyTh. OH HalleJWI HOC
dnaepa nmpsgMo Ha 3TO ILITHO.

IIpuBenér nu ux ¢maep B geiicTBUE IOCTABICHHYIO
xcu sammry? JI>kmM ObUI yBepeH, YTO paccKasbl 00
HcYe3alolIMX HaBceraa ¢maepax — He BeIMBIcea. Ho yro
NPUBOAUT B ACHCTBHE MEXaHMU3M 3alUTHL caM draep
WIM HaXxoAfsuIuecs B HEM KO’OTHI? JIXMM Hafesicsad Ha
BTOpoe, HO He MOT OBITh ITOJTHOCTBHIO B 3TOM YBEPEH.

— Caxycp, — €ClIM CMOXeT, HO DJUIH He TOJIKHA
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JOragbBaThcd 00 ero cCOMHeHUsAX. — Janbiie MBI cMO-
XeM OOWTH MELIKOM...

Hyn cwibHBLA BeTep. KM C TPyAOM YIIpaBiIsUl Ma-
LIMHOM, HaJIesACh, YTO HAXNMaET HyXHbIe KHONKH. Praep
OTHOCWIO B CTOPOHY. DJUIM CHOBa BCKPUKHYJa, Ha 3TOT
pa3 npurnyméHHo. Ho MammHa omyckanace. 9t dnae-
DBl TTOXOXM Ha 3eMHBIE BEPTOJIETHI: MOAHMMAIOTCS
BEPTUKAIBHO, 3HAYMUT, U CAOAUTHCS JO/DKHBI TaK Xe.

JIXXMM OITyCTIWI pbIYar, KOTOPbIM IMOTHSJI MAalIMHY,
JeaJl OH 3TO OYCHb MEIIEHHO, HE XeJasd YIapuThcs O
noje. M XxoTsa BeTep mo-npexXHeMy CHOCIUI MX Ha 3amaf,
OHM CHIXAJIHC.

Tomyok copocwr Ov1 JIXXrMa ¢ cuaeHus, eciv Obl OH
He obBsa3anca peMHéM. Ouum cean! Ha camom nene cenn!
U TYT Xe HayasICs CWIBHBIIA JIMBEHb, B HECKOIBKO MIHO-
BEHMil NPeBPaTUBIIMIICS B CIUIOIIHOM MOTOK.

J>X1M paccTerHya peMeHb W MOPbUICA ITOX CHUOCHbEM
B ITOMCKax 3aracos.

— IMouvtu. ' MoxeT, eciu MoGexXuM...

Manbsuuk ToporuIBo BeiGpaica u3 ¢pmaepa. Kakoe-to
BpeMs eMy KasaJoch, YyTo D Mb»3it He cobupaerca
Uty 3a HUM. Ho TyT rmokasanach ¥ oHa, B3gparusas Ipu
KaXIOM yfape MOJHUU U IpoMa. JIxuM cxBaTii eé 3a
pyky. OH He pelUwIcHd TNMOMIETAaTh CAUIIKOM OJU3KO K
ropofy, omnacasch Toro, yro npursarusaio ¢iaaepsl. Ho
BBICOKHE 30aHUs HAIlOMHWIM 3eMII0, U OH Mpuobon-
pwics.

OHHU noGeXaTy Mox JOXAEM, BoJa 6YKBAIbHO OO0~
TIWIa UX, MOMEHTAJIbBHO HaCKBO3b IIPOMOYMB ITYIIHUCThHIE
KOCTIOMBI, TIPUKJICUB BOJOCHI K ToJioBe, DOJIbHO XJecTas
10 OTKPHITON KOXe.
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OHM nomxogwid Bcé Omke u OIDKe, M 30aHUA
ropofa BbIpacTaid NpSAMO Ha INa3aXx. B ommmuue or
NMPU3EMHUCTHIX COOPYXEHUI B MTOPTY KO’ OTOB 3TH 3AaHUS
MMeJIM HECKOJIBKO 3TaXei JaXxe Ha OKpauHe ropoja.
Hecmotpst Ha moxns, kM BUAesn maislie ewi€ Gonee
BBICOKHE coopyXeHusa. Y1 BIpYr oHH HeoXHIaHHO OKa-
3aJIMICh Ha COBEPIUCHHO TroJION IUIOLIaAH, Ha KOTOPOM
COBCEM He pocJjia TpaBa. JTa IUIONIa b TAHYIACh A0 CTeH
OJyDKaiIero 3AaHuA.

OJUTH MOMBITANACh BHIPBaThCA. « YT HEXOpOILO...»

JIxuM eyle pacciblual €€ ¢oBa M3-3a Iyma Oypu.

— Jlouuin! — pelIWTENBHO BeleJl OH M ITobexan
BIIepEN, MOTAIMB 3a COOOI JHEBOYKY.

BHe3amHo mosABWIOCH CTpaHHOE OLUYILeHHME, CIOBHO
YTO-TO HeBHIHMOE IBITAIOCh OCTaHOBUTh ero. Koxy
3aKOJI0NI0, B rojioBe BCIBbIXHYJIAa 6onb. Ho oH ympsmo
npoaomkan 6exars. OHM MpoGeXany IUTOIIaAb M OKa3a-
JIUCh Y IEPBOM CTEHHI.

B Heil He GbUIO HU OZHOTO OKHAa WIM OTBEPCTHS, a
caMo 3laHMe Ka3aloCh OYeHb JINHHBIM. IloBepHYB Ha-
npaBo, XXMM HanpaBWICA BHOJb 3TOT0 COOPYXCHUS.
OH oka3ajicd IpaB: OOHO 3JaHHe KOHYMWIOCH, a Mepeq
CIIEAYIONIMM OTKPBUICA Y3KWI IIPOXOM, pa3mcisaBILMMA
3TH JBa cTpoeHus. JlepHYyB DJUH 3a pyKy, JIXuM BowwEN
B Hero.

OHM OKa3aINCh B Y3KOM IepeyiKe, BeayllieM BHYTPb
ropona, MeXmy AByMs 30aHUAMM. Briepeau 6bU10 TEMHO,
M KoHua mytd JIxuMm He Buaen. Ho xoe-yro M3aMeHu-
Jiock. Kak TobKO OHM BOLLUTH B ITPOXOH, OYpsi KOHYWIACH.

JxuM ornstHyncs. ITo oTKpHITOI IUIOIAAH, KOTOPYIO
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OHM TOJIBKO YTO ITepeCeKIIH, MO-MpeXXHEeMY XIeCTT CWIb-
HBIiT JOXIb; CKBO3b €ro 3aBecy ObUT eliBa BUIeH (aep.
Ho Ha Hux Teneppb He momaaano Hu Karuii. IlocMotpes
BBepX, /XYM He yBHIEJT HUKAKOW KPBIIIW.

3maHuA ¢ 06eMX CTOpPOH TpeACTaBIsIM co0oil Iaf-
KHe CTeHBI OQUMHAKOBOIO Ceporo 1Bera, 0e3 BCAKHUX
OKOH, KaK CTeHKM OrpoMHbIX siukoB. Ilox Horamu
paccTwiajlach MOCTOBas U3 TOTO Xe MaTepuaia, HU
clela MbUTHM, KaK OYATO €€ TOJBKO YTO TOAMEIH.

Ou BeIpBaa pyKy. « MHe He HpaBUTCS 3TO MECTO.
OHo... OHO TMOX0Xe Ha TIOPHMY!»

JIXXM HCHBITHIBAI TO Xe caMoe, HO He coOupaJics
npusHaBarbcad. «Ho Mbl Begp mpouutn? A KO’OTBI He
MoryT. Teneps HyXXHO ocMoTpeThcad». Ho, HanpaBIgsachk
K LEHTPY I10 IIPOXOoAy — DJUTH LIUTa Ha LIar IT03aayu Hero,
— OH 4yBcTBOBaa crpax. [la. Kak OGyaro yro-To 3HaeT o
HMX, XIET...

Het! JlymaTh Tak — 3HAYMT HaIpalluBaThCA HAa He-
npusaTHocTH. [lanma roBopwi, YTo KOrxa npeacrapiseib
cebe TPYIHOCTH, OHM BCeraa KaXyTcsl CTpalllHee, YeM B
neiicrBurenbHOCcTU. Y eni€ mamna ropopiut... JxumM ABax-
IbI OBICTPO cryioTHYI. Kak OBI OH XOTel, YToOBI 31eCh C
HYMHM ObUTM mamna 1 MaMa. Her, syyiie mycte Bcé Gyaer
Tak, KaK ObUIO OO0 KaTacTpodHl...

Ho, xak HU xoTH, 3TOro He OyneT. 3mech TOJBKO OHU
¢ DM, U NMOKa HUYEro CTPALIHOrO He IPOHM3OLLIO.
J>xuM rowén obicTpee. MArkue moaoiBsl 06yBH, KOTO-
PYIO JaTH MM KO’OTHI, HE CTyYyaT, HO-KaK HHM CTapajics
J>xuM yaru GeclryMHO, BCE paBHO OT LIAroB pa3faBajcsa
3BYK, ITOXOXMiI Ha HIETOT.
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JIxuMm B3rgHyn Ha Omwid. OHa cMorpena IpsAMoO
nepen coboii, r1a3a Ka3saIUCh CAUILKOM OOJBIIVMMU I
e¢ JIMlia, Ha KaXIOM LIary oHa YyTh IIOBOpadMBaia
rojIoBy, KaKk Oyaro Oosimach YTO-TO YBUIETh, HO elle
Gosplie 6osutach He YBUAETb. 1 OH HCITHITHIBAT TO Xe
caMoe.

Ilepeynok BeIBes Ha Gojiee WIMPOKYIO YJIUILY C IOBO-
poramu. I TYyT OHM yBUAeNnU, YTO Yy 34aHUI1 6e3 OKOH
ecThb BepH. Ho HMKaKMX HOBBIX KpPacoK, KpOMe TYCKJIO-
cepoif, U Kaxnoe 3JHaHUE B TOYHOCTH IIOXOXE Ha
npeasiaylliee, ¥ Bce JBEPU MPOYHO 3aIlepPThHI.

CTpax 3acTaBlIsUl AeiicTBOBaTh. XXMM HaIpaBWICA K
Onmvxaiiei )1Bepn—. Hudero moxoxero Ha pydyky He
Hanutock. OH HaXaJl Ha MIOBEPXHOCTD JIaIOHbIO, OHA He
noananachk. Moxer, MocTy4yaTb Ky/J1aKOM, YTOOBI BHYTPH
yeabnuamn? Ho JIXKuM He MOT 3acTaBUTH cebA chesaTh
3TO.

Tak Tuxo... Tak... TaK IIOKMHYTO. DUTH M3ii crosia
nocpenuHe yauibl. OHa mprKajia KyJlakK Ko PTY, CIOBHO
cTapanach cepXaTh KpHK. IJ1aza y He€ IIMPOKO pacnax-
HYJIUCh OT CTpaxa, TaKUMHU MX J[>KMM HMKOTaa He BUIEN.

— 4 xouy Hazang, — TpoluenTala OHa. — XOYy YWTH
oTcrona!

— Henp3sa, — JIxuMy noHagobwmwiack Bcs XpabpocTs,
YToOBbI CKa3aTh 3T0. — HaM HYXHO HaWTH IHILY, ITOM-
Hup?

Ho Dmmm noxavana ronoBoit. «JIyuiie ectb emy s
KOTAT, YeM OCTaBaTbCs 3[€Ch».

OTH CJIoBa YBEJIMYWIM HE TOIBKO cTpax JXuMa, HO 1
THeB Ha ce0a 3a 3TOT cTpax. OH He IMOOEXHT Has3aj,
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TOJBKO NMOTOMY YTO ABeph He OTKpbmBaeTca! OHU He
MOTYT ceiryac yiTH, NpocTo He MOryT!

OH mocMoTpen BHOMb yauubl. HecMoTps Ha momy-
TBMY, HEMTOOANEKY OBUT BUIEH €LIE ONUH MPOXON MEXIY
JIOMaMM — €CJIY 3TO J0OMa; OH CMOXeT OJIrDKe IMOABECTHU
VX K UEHTPY. A MaJbYMK CYUTaJI, YTO €CIU TYT €CTb
KaKHe-TO CKJIAIbl, TO OHM JOJDKHBI OBITh B LIEHTpE.

JxuM orgHyncda. dmum Mait, HaxMypHUBIINCh, LIUIa
3a HUM. MoXeT, oHa OOUTCS YXOOUTH M3 ropoma OgHa.
Ho nura oHa TaKk MeIeHHO M HEOXOTHO, 4ro JIXUMY
MPUIUTOCHh OCTAHOBHUTHCA Y BXOAA B MEpPeyIoOK M MoJo-
XKIaTh IeBOYKY. EMy caMoMy He XOTeJIoCh YITyOnsaThes B
TEMHBII IepeyIoK.

Bce nu xcu MepTBeI? OH HauMHAaI AyMath, 4o Aa. Ho
ropox He Kasaics OpomieHHbIM. Hu Ha omHOM U3 31a-
HMI1 He OBUTO BUOHO pa3pymieHHii. KoHeyHO, OKOH HerT,
HedyeMy pa30uBaThcs, HO BCe IBEPHU 3aKphIThL. Kak Oyn-
TO XUTEIM TOJIBKO YTO YIIAKOBAIMCh U YEXaIM...

OHM LUTH 10 BTOPOMY TIEPEYJIKY M yXe IpHOJIKa-
‘JIUCh K OCBCLIEHHOMY MECTY, KOrga HaKOHEL[-TO
VCJIBIUATIA TIOCTOPOHHMH 3BYK. [leTM OCTaHOBWIHCD.
Tonot, pemrmn JIXUM, HO He ITOXOXMUI Ha TOIOT HOT... U
OH JoHocwicd criepenu. [TouyeMy-To 3ByK, XOTS 1 O4EeHb
CTPaHHBII1, HEMHOI'O paccesyl CTpax.

Ho IxuM npopomkan NpyKUMaThea K IPaBoi CTeHe
nepeyaka, DJUIM crpATatachk 3a HUM. OHM caenaiu He-
CKOJIbKO OYe€Hb OCTOPOXHBIX IIaros Bmepén. U
BBIIJISIHYJIM Ha APYTYIO YIHLLY, IIUpe U ¢ Oojiee BHICOKH-
MU 3IaHUSAMU.

— Cwmortpu!
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JIxXuMy He HYXeH ObUI yKa3aTeJIbHbIil Iajiel DJUIU:
OH M caM BUIEJ, YTO ClieBa OT HUX YTO-TO JBIDKETCH,
BbIXOISA M3-3a yIJIa.

310 He Oeraroluii pobor-nayk Ko’oros. Her, ropas-
J0 Gonee KOMITaKTHas MeTautMdecKkas ¢urypa. U... oHa
YNCTWIA YJIMLLY.

PoGor — oumcruTens ynuu! 3HaYMT, KTO-TO XOYET,
YyTOGBI FOPOJ, OCTABAICA B MopsAaKe... MOXET,.eClIM OHU
MOMAYT CleJOM 3a HUM... Ha 0e30MacHOM YHOaJleHUH,
KOHEYHO... OHM Hai{OyT TOro, KTO HalpaBWwI poboTa Ha
paboty?

Ho xoraa JIxuM cobupasics oCyllleCTBUTD STOT IUIaH,
JIM oTYassHHO BUermwiach B Hero. M TyT Xxe maru
po6oTa GBUIM 3aIMyIIEHBI TOPa3sgo MeHee HEBHHHBIM
3BYKOM.

JT0 TOXe OBUIO IMOXOXEe Ha IIark — MeTauia Io
MeTawty. JIXKMM CHOBa CIIPATAICS B MepeyiIKe, MPUTHYB-
LIXCh B caMOif TYCTOM TE€HH, IUIEYOM K IUIeYy C DJUIH;
IeBOYKa 3aXMMajla PYKOMf pOT, CIOBHO XOTeja 3ariy-
UINTh 3BYKM JbIXaHUS.

Crnesa npubmpkanacek eme ogHa ¢hurypa, npuMepHo
poctoM ¢ nary, nmogyMan Jixum. Xcu?.. Her, oHa Gbuta
Toxe MeTautmdeckas. Ho BHelIHe Imoxoawia Ha YyeJIoBe-
Ka: IBe TOMalIHe HOr'H, siflieo0pa3Hoe Tel10 LIHPOKUM
KOHIIOM BBepX, KOHHWYecKas rosopa. OT Tena OTXOOWIU
JBe Maphl pyK, 3aKaHYMBaBIIMeCSd KICUIHAMU; BEPXHAIA
napa ObUIa ropa3fo MeHbIIe HIDKHEil. BoKpyr ronossl,
Ha KOTOpOil MaJBYMK He 3aMeTWI HM cjela pTa JWIH
Hoca, TIPOXOAMWIa IOJOCKA AUCKOB: KaXIblii MPHMEPHO
¢ 6ompiroii manel JIxuMa, OHHM TIONePeMEHHO BCITbIXH-
BaJIN.
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Ecnu 310 I1a3a, To geTeil oHU He 3aMmeTiwn. PoGor
LIeJIEHanpaBIeHHO ABMTancd 3a yoopurukoM. Ho Ixum
BMJIEJI, YTO 3TO ropasmo Oonee ClIOXHas MallWHA; MO-
XeT, 4YacoBOil, obXomauuii cBoil paifoH. W Bum ero
KJIelIHei, GOJMBILIMX M MAJTICHbKUX, MAIBYMKY COBCEM He
TMOHpaBIICA.

OHHM noxoxXaaru, IToka poboT He CKPBUICSA 32 ITOBOPO-
TOM, Y TOJIBKO NOTOM PELIWINCH ITOLIEBEIUTHCS.

— OH MeHd He mnoiiMaeT! — 3agBwia D, — S uny
Hasan!

Moxer, OHa IlpaBa, BBIHYXIeH OBUI COINIACHUTHCS
IxumM. Ero notpscno ysumeHHoe. CTaTh IUICHHUMKOM
3TOro MeTaJUTUYeCKOro YygOBUIIA — IPOCTO KOILMap.

— Hy, xopouro, — cpancs oH. DM yxXe ABUHYIach
Mo MepeynKy Ha3al.

Ho Tyr oHa BCKpuKHyJa M ymaja Obl, ecin OB He
OIEpiach IUIEYOM O CTeHY. 3akKpblB O0eMMM pyKaMu
YIIIM, JeBOYKa IUIOTHO 3aXMypia Ijia3a.

— Hert! Het!

MoxeT, He TaK fICHO KaK DM, Ho XXMM Toxe
yIOBWI cUTHaI. Tupo! ScHbIT ¥ YETKUIT CUTHAI-MBICTb
Tupo.

— Mep u Tupo... — Owm apoxana. — Her!

Ho 3T0 68U1a npaBaa. Hu oquH Ko’0T He MoT ITociaTh
Takoif curHai. @Dnaep NMpUGMLKaNCA K 3araloyHoii rpa-
HMIIe Topoja, ero NMpUTATMBAIO, a Ha OOpTY y Hero —
Mep u Tupo.

SnM oTKpbLTa I1a3a. «OHMU... HABEPHOE, HCKATIM Hac.
A Termepb... 3Ta WITYKa C KICIHAMM UX MoitMaeT. MEI He
HJOJIXHBI OOIYCTUTh 3TOoro. He MoxXxeM...» — OHa oTje-
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JIWIAch OT CTEHBI U Mobexana. He or ynauiml, Ha KoTto-
po¥l OHU BMIEeNH poboTa, a MPSAMO Ha HE€ M BOOJb IO
Heit. JIXuM r1oGexXan Bcield 3a JEBOYKOM, MEILIOK C
MpPOXyKTaMU OMJI ero 1o OOKy.

VYnua Bcé BpeMsa moBopauMmBata. J[xxuMm nogymain,
YTO BCE YJIMLBI 34eCh — ITPOCTO OKPYXHOCTH, COEIU-
HEHHBIE APYT C JOPYIOM Y3KMMHU IepeylKaMM, HeuyTo
noxoxee Ha MayTHUHy orpoMHoro mnayka. OH OsicTpo
JOTHA DJIH.

— Cnymwait, — BBIIOXHYJI OH Ha 0Oéry, — MbI He
MOXeM IpocTo TaK Oexarb. Hac moiiMaeT 3Ta mITyka,
Mpexae 4YeM MbI XOThb 4YTO-TO caenaeM. HaM HyxHoO
OoCTaBaThCS Ha CBODOIE, €CT MBI XOTHM ITOMOYb...

OH Gosuicsi, YyTO DJUTK HE CIIOCOOHA €ro YCJIBILIATD.
TaMm, roe meno Kacasoch Mep, ¢ Heil ObUIO TPYAIHO
crioputb. Ho oHa ornsaHynace.

— Tbl, HaBepHOE, NPaB, — CEPAUTO COMIACIIACH OHA.
— Ho MBI JOJXHBI TOMOYD MM.

— IToMmoxeM, — nooGeman IxuM, rpo cedsa aymas,
HAaCKOJIBKO Y HHUX MaJlo BO3MOXHOCTEH caepxXaTb ero
ob6enranve. Ho B 0MHOM MaJIbuMK OBUT COIMIaceH C DI,
Ecnmu Mep u Tupo rae-to B ropoae, OHM TOKHBI UM
TOMOYb.

— Huyero xopourero Takas 6eroTHs HaM He TpUHe-
CET, — OH TsXeJo Apmuan. — HyxHo uatu B LeHTp. Y
HHMX TaM LIEHTPaJbHOE 3IaHUe.

Ouiu nobexana MemieHHel. OHM CHOBa OKa3aINCh Y
BXoJa B OOMH M3 NepeysiIKoB. «3To MMeeT cMbica. Hy,
JIagHo, IMOLLTH!»

OHM TNpPOCKOYWIM IMEpeyNoK M BBIIUIM Ha HOBYIO

5 Mmup 3peanHbix Ko'oToB .I 29



MU3rMbaloIIyIOCs YIMLY, B BHIXOAAIIMX Ha He€ 3MaHUAX
BCE JABEpPH TOXE OBUIM 3aKpbITHL. A BriepeAu OTKpPbUICSH
HOBBII1 niepeynok. OH nokasaics [IxuMy Kopoue.

Oun 6exana Ha 1ar Brepeau Hero. O0epHYBUIUCH,
oHa Opocwia 4yepe3 ruieyo: «OHM uX B3sUiM... Mep H
Tupo...»

JIX{IM MCTIONB30BA7 CBOM € TAaKUM TPYIOM HOGBI-
Thle ciocobHocTH... [la, Tupo. Ho ko’or, ka3anocsh, He
caplan MatbyrKa. OT Hero Mcxogwia cMech THeBa U
cTpaxa.

— A Mory Haiitn Mep, — yBepeHHO cKasaina DJUIH. —
Ho oHna 6ourcd... oueHb 6ourcd. Huxoraa 651 He noay-
Mana, yTo Mep MOXeT TaK 60STbCA... — JIMLIO Y JeBOYKH
NpUOOpeENo Ype3BbIYAITHO BCTPEBOXECHHOE BBIpaXXEHME.

OHM Moo K KOHLIY IOC/IeIHEro nepeyska: nepen
HMMM OTKpBUICS LIEHTP ropofa-nmayTHHbL. TaM cTosau
yeThlpe 30aHMA, ropa3ao Bhlllle OCTAIBHEBIX. A B cepeau-
He — IsiToe, Ka3aloCh, YXOAMBIIee MPSAMO B TYCKJIOE
TEMHOe Hebo.

Ho oTkpbiTO€ MPOCTPaHCTBO MNepel HUM ObUIO 3aHS-
TO: MOC/IEAHIOI KPYTOBYIO YIMLYY Nepe] CepAlleM ropoaa
3aMOJHSJIO €ro HaceJieHue.

I'nasa 6
B 6awnro

Tonma cocTosia He U3 MoAeil, a U3 METAUTMYECKUX
po6OTOB, NMepeIBUTAIOLINXCA Ha IBYX HOrax. Y HeKOTo-
PBbIX BEpXHHE KOHEYHOCTH ObUIM IUIOTHO IIPYDKATHI K
TeNy, KaK M y Toro, nepBoro. [lpyrue cBo6oaHo pa3ma-
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xuBaTU MMHU. IHOTOa OHM pacKpbIBAJIM M 3aKPHIBAIM
KJICUIHM, IIETKATH UMM, U OT 3TOT'0 3BYKa APOXb Mpobe-
xana no teay Jixuma. D Mait npiokanachk K HeMy.

— OHM... OHU HAC CXBaTAT, — ¢JIe CJIBILHBIM &0~
ToM nporosopiuta oHa. Ho JIxum, moHa6moaaB ¢ MITHYTY,
pelWwI, YTo B ABIDKEHUSIX POOOTOB IPOCKATb3bIBAECT
YTO-TO CTpaHHOe. JTO MalmMHBL. Jla, oHM ABMralTcd,
Kak moau. Y oH He COMHeBaJICS, YTO OHH OMAacCHBI; BUJ
LIETKAOIIMX KICIUHEN €My OIpeleJEHHO He NOHpa-
Bwicd. Ho a3To He Hacrosiuye JO0au.

OpHako caeNanyd MX JIOOW. A 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO OHU
BBITOJHSAIOT KOrAa-TO OTOAHHBIC MM ITPUKAa3bL.

JI>XX¥IM TIprces1 ¥ TIPUTSIHYJ K cebe ApoXallyio DIUTH.
«[locnenu 3a HUMU, — MpHUKa3ad OH. — Buauiub XOThb
YTO-HUOYOb... YTO YTOOHO... HacTosIee?»

— Yro 3HayuT HacToswee? — cnpocwia oHa. — OHU
HacTodlINe, JaXe CIHMIIKOM.

— S uMero B BUIY JIIOHEMH... KaK MBI.

OH BHMMaTeJIBbHO HabII0mal, 2 POGOTHI MPOIOIIKATHA
pacxaxXyBaTb BOKpPYT 3daHui. bema B TOM, YTO OHHM
COBEpPUICHHO OOWHAKOBBI, U OBUIO TPYOHO OTJIMYMUTH
omHoro ot apyroro. CyliecTrBoBaia eqMHCTBeHHas pa3-
HMLA: OAHM CBOOOMHO pa3MaxWBAIM pPyKaMH, Apyrue
JepXaIu MX NMpHXaThiIMM K TysoBuiny. Ho Hacrosuvx
>KMBBIX JIIOAEeH HUIOE He ObUIO BUIHO.

— Huxkoro He BIDKY, — nipouierraia dnmm. — JxKuM...
— OHa CWIBHO CXajla MNajibllaMM ero pyky. — Mep...
Tupo... oHM TaM... B 3TO GOJbLIOI GalllHe MTocepeIUHE.

JI>xuM ToXxe ynoBWI curHai. He curHan B CylIHOCTH,
IOTOMY YTO OH HE COHEpXaJl COOOLICHUA, — IIPOCTO
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OIIYIIIeHUE CTpaxa, TAKOro CWIbHOTO, YTO MO3T MAIbYHU-
Ka oTwatHynca. Y1 MbIcab 3Ta npyuyMHWIa 60N CWIBHEE
najblieB DJIIN.

— Jla, — cornacuwics oH. — OHu TaM. Y HaM HyXHO
J00paThcsa 1O HUX.

Ho ytob6m caenaTh 3TO0, TpebOBaIOCh NMPOUTHU Uepe3
TOJIITy poOOTOB, MapLIMPYIOIIMX HAa OTKPHITOM MecTe
MeXOy OeTbMU M 30aHUAMM. JIXKUM CUMTal, YTO 3TH
poGOTHl — OXpaHHMKU. CMOTYT JIM OHU € DJUIM NPOHTH
MUMO Hux?

Jltoam... ecnmu Xcu HOEeHCTBUTEJIBHO OBLUIM JIIOObMHU...
CHeNaTN 3THX poboTtoB M ganu uM 3agaHue. OxpaHa —
oT Ko’oroB? O0mymeiBasi 310, JIXKMM YIOBWI CBS3HYIO
MBICJIb — HE CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO.

— Tupo! .— MoXeT, OH Jaxe NPOU3HEC 3TO UMA
BCHIyX. BBICTpO, KaK MOr, OH OTBETWI MBICIbIO-CUTHa-
JIOM, XOTH 3TO MO-IIpeXHEeMYy aBaJloCh €My C TPYIOM.

«Tupo, raoe BbI?»

«Yxonu!» — mnpuHkKa3 ObUI OTAAH € TaKOi CWIOH, YTO
BBI3Ba 0OJIb.

«Het! — otBeTwn Manbyuk. — Tupo, ecTh U TaM
xcu? To1 ux Bugen?»

«XCH MEpTBBL.. JABHO MePTBBL. JKMBBI TOJBKO MX
37ble CIYTH», — Ka3aloch, THpo CrpaBWiICA CO CBOMM
CTpPaxoM.

JIkuM 3agyMaiica Hal cooblieHueM Ko’ora. OH ObLT
yBepeH, YTo THPO Mor 6bI YIOBUTb MBICIIM XCH, KaK CMOT
BOCIIO/Ib30BaTbCA 3TOM CBOEH CITOCOOHOCTBIO Ha 3eMIe.
OH He TOJIBKO YCTaHOBWI TOIa KOHTAKT ¢ [I>xxamMoM, Ho
U y3HaBaJl MHOTroe ApYyroe.
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JIxuM obsmsan ry6oer. Utak, Xcu MepTBEIL. A 3TH... OH
CYJOPOXHO TIIBITAJICA BCIIOMHUTb, YTO YUTAJI O KOM-
mploTepax, o poborax. bopuryio yacTb HHGOPMaLIMK OH
nodyeprnHya u3 daHtacTuku. Ho Manbyuk 3HaI, 4yTO
yHoraa ¢aHTacTUKa CTaHOBWIAch pealbHoOCThIO. Ha-
npuMep, TOT Nucaresb, BepH, oH Bexb mnucal o
MOABOOHBIX JIOAKAaX CTO JIeT Ha3al, Koraa Bce
JyMaJld, YTO OHM HeBO3MOXHbI. I aToMHas Gomba, u
aTOMHasl 3HEeprusi — BCE 3TO paHbIIE OMUCHIBAIOCH B
pacckasax.

Hrak, DOMycTUM, MOXHO CO3JaTh KOMIIBIOTEp, MOC-
TPOUTh TaKuX poGotoB. Jliogu yMpyT, Bce MCUE3HYT, a
MaIlIMHBI OYAyT MPOJOIKAaTh paboTaTh, BHINOJIHATH TO,
Ha YTO 3aIporpaMMMPOBaHbI. DTU pPOOOTHI 3arporpam-
'anosaﬂu 6bpITh OXxpaHHMKaMu. U mnpogonxaior
oXpaHATh. Jlaxe Koraa 3To TepsieT CMBICI, KaK y TOTO Xe
yoopiiuKa: Bedb 3Iechb HET OOJbLUIe HU OJHOIO XCH,
KOTOPOMY He BCE PaBHO, YMCTBIC YIMLLI WIM IPSI3HbBIE.

Ho ecnu poGOTH HAacTpOeHBI MPOTHB KO’OTOB, YTO
OHU caenaloT ¢ J[XMMOM, eclIM OH IIPOCTO BBIMAET K
HuM?

MaIpyHK 3aQyMUYMBO MOTSAHYJ cebs 32 HYIDKHIOK Iy0y.
OH He XoyeT NMpo6oBaTh — 3TH IIEAKAIOIIME KICIUIHH...
9T pa3MaxuBaloliue pyku... Her, eMy BoBce He xoueTcs
vatu tyma. Ho OH 3Hai, YTO paHO WIM IO3AHO 3TO
npunércs caenatb. HyXHO MpocTo BBIATH U IMOOEXATh...
ITana Bcerga ropopwi, YTo €CIIM YTO-TO HYXKHO CHENATh,
JYYUIMHA crmocod — MpOCTO B3STh U CHEIATh.

XXMM omycTWI CBO# HEeOOMBILIONH MEIIOK M BCTal.

— Yro THI cOOMpaelIbCs AenaTh? — pa3gajicsa BOIpoc.
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Ox, oH Xe TITouTH 3a0bU1 0 Dt Mbdit, HO OHa IIO-
npexHeMy 30eck. Hamo mogymarh U 0 Hel.

— Korpma 4 moitmy Tyma, — ckKasal OH eil, — Tbi
noBopauuBail ¥ Gern. Bern Kak MOXHO cKopee — M
Mojaiblue OTCloAa.

OmHaKko B ITOJYTbMe OH YBHAEJ, KaK JeBOYKA SPOCTHO
KayaeT rojoBOil.

— A He yitny! 3necy Mep. A He craHy yberaTb U He
ocrapiio Mep Hu 3a uro B mupe! Ilouwtu tyma!

OHa cTpalllHO paccepawiack, Ho XXMM He 3Hal, Ha
Hero Wih Ha poOoTOoB.

— Tornma ocraBaiics 35eCh, — MaJIbYMK OTBETIII Ha €&
YIIPAMCTBO COOCTBeHHbIM. EMy HHMYYTh HE XOTeJIOCh
6CCITOKOUTHCA O TOM, YTO CIYYUTCH ¢ DIUIH, €CIU pobo-
TaM 3eMHBIC JIIOOM TOHPaBATCA He OoJbllie KO’OTOB.
OH-To MoxeT GeraTb OnicTpo. [IBa roma monpsn OH
BBIMTPBIBAJ COPeBHOBAHMA IO Oery B IKojie. Moxer, oH
cyMmeeT npodexXaTb MMMO MaplIMpyOIUX poboTos. OHU
He o4yeHb ObIcTpo aBuratorca. Ho B Takoit 3aber Opars ¢
c000if JeBUOHKY OH He XO4YeT.

— S yMmcio GeraTh He xyXe Tebs, — DJUIM BCKOYMIA
Ha HOTH, CXQTa PYKHM B KYJTaKH U MOAHeCa X K IPYIU.
— M HaM He HyXHO GexXaTb BMecTe. MOXeT, MBI MX
cIyTaeM, ecid MobexuM mopo3Hb. Crymrail, — oHa
ToKa3ana Ha 0alllHIo, — s Tobery BOH K TOMY MecTy. A
ThI Oer¥ K Opyroi ctopoHe 3toro 3gaHua. Mep u Tupo
IIe-TO B LIEHTpe.

DxuMm noxan ruteyamMu. OH 3Has, YTO HE CTOMT CITO-
puUTh ¢ Drutu Moii, Koraa y He€ Takoe HacTpoeHue. UEpT
Bo3bMHU! Bcé MoxeT copBaThcd M3-3a He€, HO NPUAETCS
HIenarhb, KaKk OHa XO4YeT. '
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OHM ellE HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHWM IMOCTOSUTH B Hepe-
IIMTEJIBHOCTH, VIS Ha poOOTOB, KOTOPhIE BHILLIATMBATH
110 CBOMM MapIlpyTaM, He ITOBOpayMrBas M He OIJISANbIBa~
qcb. 3ateM JIkuM mnoOexas, He obpailasg GoJjblie
BHUMaHMUA Ha DUtk Mait. OH yBEPTBIBAJICA OT Mapllu-
PYIOILIMX POGOTOB, KaXJ0e MTHOBEHHUE OXUAas, YTO €ro
CXBaTAT 3THM XYyTKHUe KielwHU. Ho mist cTpaXHHUKOB OH
CIOBHO 6bUT HeBUIMM. HM oIMH M3 HUX HEe CMOTpeJ Ha
Hero (eciy, KOHeYHO, poOOTEI MOIYT cMOTpeTh). M Hu
OIHa KJICHIHS He MPOTAHYNACh K HEMY.

Vxe crerka 3aapIxasgch, OH YyThb He HATKHYJICA Ha
CTeHy 3maHudA. IToTOM MOBepHyJNCA M TMOINEN MCKATh
9. CoBceM HemaleKo OT HEero y 3MaHHMA 4YTO-TO
IBuranock — Iwin. tak, oboum mosesno. K ToMy xe
JI>xuM ocMenesl M OBLT pal, YTO YCTAaHOBWI (aKT, KOTo-
pPHIA MOXeT IM B JaJibHEWIIeM TpUITOAUTHCSH.
Mapiumpyie e po60ThI BoobGllie He oOpallaloT Ha HUX
BHUMaH#s. HeyXeIM OHU TaK ITOXOXHU Ha UCYE3HYBIINX
XCH, YTO pOoOOTHI MPHUHSTM UX 32 CBOMX CTaphbIX X03sieB?

B y3koM mpoMexyTKe MeXIy 3OaHWEM M LIEHTpajb-
HoOMi OalllHeil HU4Yero He Asuranock. Ho JIxum peunwi,
YyTO Jyylle 060iTH 1o Kpyry. HyXXHO HalTM OTKpHITYIO
IBEpb B 3TO LEHTPAIbHOE COOPYXEHHUE, a eIUHCTBEHHAs
ABepb, KOTOPYIO OH ITOKa BUIEN, ObUIa 3aKpbITa.

OH moMaxaJl pyKoil JeBouke, Io3BaB €€ K cebe. U3
HapyXXHOro Kpyra MpomoJXal OJOHOCUTHCSA 3BOH pobo-
TOB. [leTH MONONLUTH K LICHTPAILHOMY 34aHUI0 X HaYaln
06xoauth ero. «OHO CWIBHO OTJIMYaeTCsA OT BCeX OC-
TaJIbHBIX COOPYXEHHUiHl ropoaa, COBCeM Kpyrjioe M
YKa3piBaeT B He60, — mogyMan J[>kiM, — Kak yrpoxato-
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LMW TMTAHTCKUM Manel». BalrHs gaXe yToHbIIanach €
BBICOTO#1, HAaITOMUHas najel ¥ rmo dopme.

OHu o6olUIM MOJOBMHY OalllHM, Korga DJUiM Boc-
KIMKHy”na: «CMmorpul»

Ha munomaaxe Mexnay GallHei 1 BHCLIHUMU 30aHUA-
MU cTOsU1 ¢Jiaep KO OTOB. i

— 3T10 ¢Qumaep Mep... — D mnobexana, CIOBHO
oXxuaas, 4yTo Geo-cepasd KOIIKa ell¢ CUIUT 3a Ipudo-
pamu. Ho xabuHa Gpu1a mycra.

J>xuM npoBEn nagoHsblo 1o ja0y. C Toro MOMeHTa Kak
OHM moJydywin curHaiel Tupo u Mep, OoH crapaics
NIPOTrHaTh U3 CBOEr0 CO3HAHMUA CTapylo0 KOLIMapHYIO Kap-
THHY. K cyacThio, eMy XBaTajio 0 4YéM JOyMaTh, YTOOBI He
BcrioMuHaTh. Ho Tenepb OH BHOBb YBUEN Ty IpU3pay-
HYI0 KapTHHY — YXXaCHYI0 raseTHyio ¢ororpacduio; oH
HUKOMY He paccKasbiBal, yro Buumen e¢. Portorpadimo
Pa3GUTOro caMoJéTa, TOro caMoro, Ha KOTOPOM JIETEH
MaMa Y Mara... Korga rnoruomm.

OH MoHsU1, YTO B NIyOMHE OYIIX CYMUTAJI: OHM HaMIyT
pas3oureni ¢raaep. Kak tor camonér. Ho oHu ¢ D
MDbit He yBUAEIM BOOGLIE HMKaKoro yuiep6a. Kak 6yxro
Tupo u Mep mnpocro mocagwiu MallMHYy, CJIOBHO Ha
rnoje B IOPTY.

M oGrer4yéHHO B3MOXHY/I. Bc€, 4yTo HYXHO cle-
J1aTh, 3TO HaiTH Ko’0ToB. Paep MaTeHbKUIL; MOXET, OH
BceX YeTBephIX He nogHuMeT. Ho caMasg Gonbiuast onac-
HOCTb rpo3uT Ko’oTaM. OHM ¢ DM 6e3 BCIAKHUX
NMperATCTBUM nonanu B ropoa. OHu otmpasar Tupo u
Mep B ux ¢naepe, a NOTOM MOMIYT K CBOEMY.

O Maii crosia HEMOABIDKHO, 3aXXaB YIUIU pyKaMH
M TUIOTHO 3aKpbIB 1a3a. [[kuM Oe3 cJIoB 3HAJI, YTO OHA
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MBITaeTCA YIOBUTh MbICIb Mep. OH mocnan coGeTBeH-
HBIIf MPU3BIB, HO HEpXal INa3a M YIUM OTKPBITBIMU.
OTKyga MM 3HaTh, KaKMe€ XUTPOCTH MPUMEHWIU XCH,
KorJa CTPOWIM cBoit ropon? MoxeT OBITh, CYILIECTBYET
M Jpyras 3allliTa, KpoMe poboToB, ¥ JXKUM Ipeanoyu-
TaJl YBUAETb OMACHOCTb, €CIIM OHAa BO3HUKHET.

— OHu BHYTpH, — D.uM MDbii KMBHY/Ta B CTOPOHY
GamrHu. — H...

JIxuM yxXe Hauan neiicrBoBaTh. OH NMPOTUCHYICA Ha
cugeHue ¢draepa U NMPUHSUICS U3y4aTh NMPUOOPHYIO J0-
cky. THpO UTO-TO X04YeT, 3TO oueHb BaxXHo. He opyxue.
Bo BcsikoM ciyyae Tak Mnokasaioch J[XXKuUMy Mo Toi
Pa3MBITOM KapTHHE, KOTOPYIO OH YJIOBWI OT pa3BeqyM-
Ka-xo’ota. IloyeMy-To Ha 3TOT pa3 MHOHATH Tupo
okasanoch TpyaHee. M meno GbUio He B €ro HecoBep-
LUEHHBIX ITO3HAHMSAX, a KaK B TeJIeBU30pe, KOTAa OJHa U3
JIaMIT BBIXOAUT U3 CTPOSI, M KapTHHKA Ha 3KpaHe HCKa-
XaeTcs.

JI[>XUM Toc/ienoBaTeJIbHO TPYDKMMAJI Majiell K KHOIM-
KaM M pblyaraM, Halaesicb, YTo THpO ClIeIUT 3a ero
MO3rOM M TTOACKAaXET, YTO €My TaK HYXHO. THpO oYeHb
Gourcd, oH B oryasgHuH. CTpax Ko’OoTa IOCTENEHHO
3apaswi 1 Jxunma. C camMoro Hayaja 3TOro HEBEpOSTHO-
ro npnmchﬂm, eme Ha 3Jemine, moHst XM, oH
OYeHb MOBEPWI B KO’OTOB, KOTOpbIE CIIOCOOHBI YMTATh
MBICIM ¥ MOTIYT AeJlaTb MHOroe, Ha YTO HE CITIOCOOHBI
JIIOAH; Beb TUIEMsI KO OTOB BBILLUIO B KOCMOC €1LI€ TOTAa,
Korga npenku J>XyiMa BriepBble ITOKHHYJIW MNeEIIEpbl U
COOpPYAWIM IepBble MAICHbKHE MOCEIKM M3 TNIMHAHBIX
KUpIMYeil.
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TonpKo IMATHIA ITpeaMeT, KOTOPOro OH KOCHYJCS —
undepoiaT, BHICTYTIAIOUIMI U3 JOCKH, — BBI3BAT OTYET-
JIMBOe MbIcIeHHoe cornacue Tupo. BoT uro emy HyxHo!
JxuM omrynan Kpag uudep6maara. OH ObUT pasMepoM
TMpUMEPHO B ITIOJIOBMHY aIlleIbCMHA, CO CTEKIISTHHUCTOM
KYII0JIOODpa3HOi IOBEPXHOCThIO. BHYTpH urpanu uBe-
Ta, PacIyCKaJIHCh LBETHBIC IOJIOCHI.

JI>X¥MM B3sUIcA 32 00000K, MPUKPEIUISBILUI 3TOT MpeI-
MeT K JOCKE, M YTO-TO IIEAKHYIO. J[OMMKHO OBITh,
OTKpPBUICS KaKOH-TO HeBHIUMBII1 3aMok. IIpeamer BbI-
Maj, Oa TaK HeOXUOaHHO, yTo [IXuM engBa ycren
MOAXBAaTUTh €ro, YTOOhI OH He YAapWICS O IT0JI KaOMHBI.
Tenepsb caegoBano Haittu Tupo.

OgHy aBepb B OallIHIO OHM HAIlUTM — 3aKphITy10. leTn
HeyBEpEHHO IMOJOLLLIN K HE.

— TaMm ocTtanoch COBCEM MaJlO XECTSHBIX JIIOACH, —
coobumwia D,

Hep>xa oIHY pyKy Ha 3aKpbITOit ABepH, [[>K1M moBep-
HYJI TONIOBY B CTOPOHY BHeIUHMX 30aHuit. OHa npaBa. OH
ycres 3aMeTUTh, KaK HECKOJIbKO pOoOOTOB CBEpHYIM B
MepPeyIKU U HUCUEC3IIH.

Tenepp ocTaBaOCh TOJMBKO OTKPBITH 3TY aBepb. U
3n1ech HUKAKOM pPy4yku He Oburo. JlaXe Korma OHM M30
BCEX CWI HaJaBWIU BOIBOEM, ABeph He moananack. OKoH
ToXe He 6bUTo BUOHO. UTo HmenaTh Tenepb?

Omu nHyna aBepb. «E€ apsBoN caenan!» — 3akpuya-
Jla OHa, roToBas pacIUIaKaThCA.

BuyTtpenHe JIXuUM BMojiHe cornawiancid ¢ Heit. OH
ObUT yBEPEH, UTO KO’OTaM [[e-TO BHYTPH IPO3UT CTPalll-
Has onacHocTb. Ho Kak OHM ¢ DJUIH NMPOpBYTCA CKBO3b
3Ty NPOYHYIO ABeph? JTO Xe HeBO3MOXHO!
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Yto rosopwn nana? «He cpriBaiics, Koraa 4YTo-To He
nonry4aercs. [TonpoO6yit foragaTbcs, YTO THI ieJIacllib He
Tak. MoXeT, eCTh CITOCO0 MOTyYIlie».

Hxum 3agymancs. IBepu ObiBaioT pasHble. OGbIY-
HbIE, C PyYKaMH, C 3aMOYHBIMM CKBaXXMHaMH, KaK ObUIO
B J060M gome Ha 3emse. EcTh OBepM M3 IUIAaCTMHOK,
Kak ObUIO Y MaMbl B criaibHe, B mKady. Takue aBepu
cKiagpIBaloTcs, Kak mwupMel. Ho Bcé 3to He To. Huka-
KUX TUTaCTHH, KOTOpbIe MOLIH 6bl CJIIOXHUTBCS, TYT HeET.
JlBepu B cyniepMapKeTe pacKphIBalOTCd, KOTa CTyIaelb
Ha HYXHOE MECTO WIM NepeceKaelllb HeBUAUMBIM JIVY.
JxM He 3Ham TOYHO, KaK OHM AEHCTBYIOT, HO Belb
IEeCTBYIOT — OTKPBIBAIOTCS, KOTAA MOAXOAUIIb K HUM.
Ectp aBepu MmdbTOB, KOTOphIE OTKPHIBAIOTCI B CTOPO-
HBL...

I BepH, KOTOpBIE YXOIST B CTOPOHY!

— O, — XXM IOBEPHYJICA K IeBOYKE, — TOTOXH
PYKH clofja, Ha OJHOM ypoBHe ¢ MouMHM. Tonkaii! He
BHYTPb, a BOOK, CJIOBHO XOYCIIb OTOABHHYTH ABEPh K
creHe. Bor Tak!

OHa TYT Xe noHsaa ero. OHY TONMKaIM — HO HUYEro
He npoucxoawio. JIKUM OMyCTWI PyKU. MrHoBeHMC
Ha3ajJ €My Ka3aJoCh, YTO MBICJIb XOpouIas.

IToToM eMy NpHUULUTIO B FOJIOBY €UIE€ OJHO: a YTO, €CIIH
OHM TOJIKAJIM He B TOM HampaBiaeHuu? JIioou, eciv oHU
He JIEBLIM, OOBIYHO TOJIKAIOT CJIeBa HAIpaBo. A YTO €ClI1
B 3TOM MHUpe HaobopoT?

— ITonpobyeM ewig pa3, — npHKa3aa oH, — TOJbKO B
IpPYTYIO CTOPOHY.

OHM TOJIKHYJIH.
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IMocnpuuancs LIeTYOK, MOTOM CKpeXeT, Kak 6yaro
KaKasg-To MalllMHa He XoTeja rmoBuHoBaThesA. C TpymaoM,
HO JIBepb Hayajla JBUTaTbCcsl — BIIEBO!

Bruio Tak TAXen0, YTO OETU elie MePEeBOIMIIM IbIXa-
Hue. Ho HakoHel ABeph pacKpbUIach HAcCTOJIBKO, YTO
OHM CMOITIM TPOTUCHYTbCA. JIXKMM B3sUT HeOOMbLIOM
MEILIOK C MPOAYKTaMM M 3aXajl ero B Iueau. Terepb
IBepb He 3aKpoeTcs.

DM NpPOTHCHYIach BHYTpb TnepBoif, U XM
caplian eé HeTepneauBbiii rojyoc: «Ilouwtn! HyxHo
Haiitn Mep! Tam npoucxoguT yro-To IUtoxoe. HyxHo
uaru'ls

T'nasa 7
ITnennuxu

Jetn okasamnch B OOJBLIOM 3ajJle CO MHOXECTBOM
IBepeit co Bcex cropoH. IIpaMo mepea HUMM IMOTHMMa-
Jlach BBepX BHHTOBAf JISCTHULIA, Mcye3asd B IIOTOJKE.
BJuiM nobdexxkaia npsMo K Helt. JIXuM gepXaica B OIy-
IIare 3a HeM, Kperko MNpiokKuMasl K IpyOu CBeTALIeecs
rnonywapue npubopa u3 ¢draepa. Od6a omHOBPEMEHHO
VJOBWIM MBICIeHHBbI curHal. I'e-To HaBepxy Ko oTaM
TrPO3UT CMepTeJibHag OINacHOCTb.

CTyneHH GbUIH TOKPHITHI YeM-TO MATKMM, HaloMH-
HAIOIIMM KOBEpP, XOTS BHEIIHE ITOXOOWIM Ha KaMeHb.
Jern npobpanuch 4Yepe3 OTBEPCTHME B ITOTOJKe. TaMm
oKa3ajiach Oosbluasg KOMHara 6e3 nBepeil. Bmonps cTeH
CTOSUIM NPU3EMHUCTHIE SINIUKH, Ha KoTophle JI>uM moc-
MOTpeJ C HEKOTOPOM OITacCKOM: MOXET, 3TO TOXe pOOOTHI,
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TFOTOBBIE OXUTDH M MPOTAHYTh K HUM CBOH PYKHM C KIIEIlI-
HAMU.

Ho smuxu octaBammch Ha Mecte. Ha ux mepenHeit
MOBEPXHOCTHU PaCITOAATayCh PSIbl HeOOMBIIUX TIPAMO-
JTOJIBHBIX OKOIIIEYEK Pa3MepoM C IMajell; BOT OHU-TO U
65UTH XUBBI. C HErPOMKUM I'yIEHHEM OHU BCITBIXMBATIH
M raciiy, TaK YTo IO SILHUKaM MTPoOeray LIeITOYKH OrOHb-
KOB B KaKOM-TO TPYOHO YJIOBUMOM PHUTME.

JI>XuM Takue BHOes IO TeJleBU30pY rol Hasax, 3To
KoMmploTepbl! OH ocMoTpelicd, OXHAas, YTO MallUHA
BOT-BOT BBIIUTIOHET KapTOUYKy WIM BBICYHET ITMHHBII
OTBPATHUTEJIbHBINA SI3BIK — pa3BepHETCS OymaxHasd Ka-
tymka. Ho Hudyero momo6Horo. ToNBKO HErpoMko
TyOAIIUe SIHKM.

— IMonum! — Dmwiu yXxe HmogHMManach IO HOBOIL
CEKIIMU BCE TOI Xe BUHTOBOM JIECTHHULIbI, HATIPABISAACH
KO BTOPOMY OTEEPCTHIO B IIOTOJIKE.

OHa onaTh ObUTa IpaBa: KO OTHI He 3AeCh. JIXK1UM ToxXe
satopormuicad. Ha 3ToT pa3s eMy IoKa3aIoCh, YTO CUTHAI
B TOJIOBE IIPO3BYyYaJl OTYETIMBEH, rpoMYe, €CJIM MBICIh
TOJIBKO MOXET OBITh rpoMue. I Korma oHU BHIOpaIHCh
Ha ClIeIyIOLUIMi 3TaX, OH OOHAapyXIWUI, YTO AOTagKa ero
BepHa. Brosb M3rnbaloumxcs cTeH pacroiaraiuch 4YyTh
MPUIIOOHATHIE, TaK YTOOHBI MX IOJI HAXOAWICS Ha YPOBHE
nosica maralliux poboroB, — xiueTku! HeBozmoxno
ObUTO OIUMOMTBECA B Ha3HAYeHMM 3THUX 3apellieYeHHBIX
NpsMoyrolbHUKOB. B omHoit KneTke cunen Tupo, eperh
€ro crosUia ABIOOM, YIIM OBUIM IUIOTHO IIpPIDKaThl K
ToJIOBe, OH BHI3BIBAIOILIE PHIYAI.

M xak pa3 B 3TO BpeMsS OAMH M3 XOOIYMX POOOTOB
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HCKYCHO yTIpaBiisLics ¢ Mep, CJIIOBHO Oeiajl 3TO MHOIO
pa3 B mpouwioM. CxXBaTUB CONMPOTHBISIOLLYIOCS IUUMS-
IYI0 TUIEHHULy 3a LIMBOPOT, poboT mocagwi Mep B
IPYIYIO KJIETKY, pagoM ¢ Tupo.

— HeT! — npoH3uTeIbHO 3aBOIMIWIA DJUIM Y MPBITHY-
Ja K pobGoTy, KOJIOTS ero o0oMMHU KyjlakamMu. MaiuHa
He oOpaTwia Ha Heé HU Maleilliero BHMMaHudA. Mep
oKasajach B KJIeTKe, M JABeplia 3alliEJKHYNIACh.

— OcTaHOBHCH, Thl, CTapas XeCTAHKa!

Ho Ha pob6oTa He noaeiCTBOBAIN HU KPUKH DJUTH, HU
€€ MOMBITKA CXBATUTh ero 3a pyKy. OH IPOCTO CTPSXHYNI
e¢, 1 Dun otacrtenaa K Jxumy. A po6oT HEBO3MYTHMO
TOBEPHYJICS K CTeHe, Ha KOTOpPOit Hal ABYMs pbl4araMu
ropesii OTOHBKH.

«OHM yOBIOT... — MbICIb THPO BOpBaiach B CO3HAHHE
JIxxyma ¢ Takoli cWIoit, CTIOBHO KO’OT KOITEM IPOBEJ MO
ero suiy. — Ceityac yopioT!»

DK ¢ KpUKOM moadexana K KieTke Mep M nomnsita-
Jlach pa3opBaTh PELIETKY.

«becrnone3Ho...» — BHOBb B CO3HaHHE IIPOHMKIA
MbIcib Tupo. A Mep cMoTpesa npsMo B Ila3a JIeBOYKe,
CIIOBHO TBITATIACh YCIIOKOUTH €€.

JI>XuM BcTasl y CTeHsI nmepen poboroM. Peryarn Haxo-
JWINCh Y Hero 3a rieyaMu. OH CMOTpes Ha MallIuHY,
IepXa B pyKaX Moiyllapue, XOTd 3TO, KOHEYHO, HeE
opyxue. Ho Gonblre eMy HeueM ObLIO cpaxaTbcd. A
poBOT yXe NMPOTIHYN PYKY, MUIBYUK OBLT YBEPEH, YTOOHI
OTTOJIKHYTH €r0 M HaXXaTh Ha PblYarH.

— HET! — B crpaxe ¥ HeHaBMCTHM K 3TOI IBUXY-
mercq Macce Metawa [{xxum 3akpuuan. Ho He BrIcoko,
KaK DJUIM, a XpHUIUIO U HU3KO.
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M X M3yMIeHMIO MaTbyMKa, KICIUIHSA, YXe ITOYTU
KOCHYBILIasicSl €ro IUieya, 3acThUla B HECKOJNIBKMUX HIOM-
Max. PoboT cTpaHHoO 3arynesn: To JIM clipalliuBas YTo-To,
TO JIM Bo3paxas.

«[Iymait «HeT»! — MbIcnbs Tupo Joxomuna oyeHs CHO.
— I'oBopH «HET» — MPSAMO B CWIOBOE YCTPOMCTBO Y Tebs
B pyKe! ToBopH Tak HM3KO, KaK MOXEIIb».

XM He MOHMMAJ CMEBICIA IPOM3OILIEALIEro, HO
coryiaceH ObUT Ha 4TO yromHo. OH TIIPOYMCTIII Topjo U
nogHéc K rybam momymapue. «<HET!» — moBropun o
KaK MOXHO 0oJjiee HU3KHM TOJIOCOM.

Po6oT GecrnokoifHO IepecTyrmul ¢ OTHOM IIMPOKOM
HOTHY Ha apyryio. Jlucku, mweguive BIOJIb BCEil €ro roJyo-
Bbl, 3aMHMTaIM, KaK Ha 3KpaHaX KOMITbIOTepa .BHU3Y.
Bempemrky craHoBWIMCh BCE OBICTpee, PYKM C KJIEIIHS -
MU GeccTbHO yriani. JIKuM MOnsATHICH, TI0Ka He YIepcsa
IwieyamMy B pbryard. Kakum-to obpa3oM eMy ymaroch
yaepXaTh 3Ty HWITYKY, He AaTh poGOTY HaXaTh Ha pbryar.
Ho kxaxk oH 310 caenan? U ecnau poboT cHOBa IBUHETCS,
Kak octaHoBuTh ero? MoxHo au ero pa3outs? Koneu-
Ho, HeT. Yto Xe Ttenepb Oymer? OH H30 Bcex CWI
HarpaBWI MBICJICHHBII Borpoc Tupo.

— OTxkpoit! IxxuM, oTKpoil gBepb! — DU, oYeBUI-
HO, JaXe He 3aMeTIUIa, YTO OH OCTaHOBWI pobora. OHa
LIeTUISUIach 3a PEILETKY, KOJIOTHIa M0 Hel KyJaKaMM.

«E€ Tak He OTKpBITh, — MBICIEHHBI ronoc THpo
Npo3ByYyaJl TPOMKO, CJIOBHO OOJIbHIOH KO’OT KPUKHYI
OnH.-— OHa 3aKpbITa SHEPrUe».

«Kak xe Mbl Bac BoiTycTUM? M 4yTO MHe nmenath C
HUM?»
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JIXMM TIpOROIDKaJl CTOSITh Mepe phldaraMu, HO U30-
THYJICSA, YTOOBI YBUAECTh THPO M3-3a poboTa. «A eclM A
MPUKaXy eMy BBITYCTUTb Bac...»

«TbI He cMOXelllb», — OTBETWI THpo. DJUH TU1aKana,
CNE3bl KAaTWINCh IO €€ KOPWYHEeBBIM IiekaM; JIXum
TOJIBKO Pa3 BUeJ] AeBOYKY IUTayvylleil, Koraa yMmepna eé
6abyuika ¥ OHa MOHSUIa, YTO OCTAlach OfHa B MUpe,
KOTOpPBI HUKOIAa He ObUT JOOpP K Hel.

«Ho s He man eMy HaXaThb Ha pblMar, — BO3pa3ull
Jxum. — Ecau monyywnoch 3To, TO MOYeMy S HE MOTy
MPUKa3aTh €My OTKPBITh KJIETKH, a IIOTOM YITH M3 3TO
G6amrHu. Y Torga Mer yoexum!»

«K0’0ThI 3acTaBIAIOT CBOMX CIYT pabGoTaTh MBICIBIO.
Ho xcu O6vuM gpyrumu, — oTBeTH1 Tupo. — Xcu
GOosUTHCh KO’OTOB U HE ITO3BOJISUIM BCTPauBaTh B CBOM
MalIMHBl YCTPOWCTBA, BOCTIPUHMMAIOILME MBICIb. OTH
MaIlIMHbI XCU MCIIOJHSAIOT TOJIbKO ITPUKAa3bl, OTAaHHBIE
TOJIOCOM... B TO, YTO THI AEPKMUILIb B PYKeE...»

JxuM nmocMmoTtpen Ha mnoiymapue. «He monumaro. S
Beb He TOBOPIO Ha A3bIKE XCU. A MOXET, OHH OBUIH C
3emum?» OH He MOT B 3TO ITOBEPUTb.

«Het. Ho THI aymaeiupb «HeT», KOTAAa MPOM3HOCHILD
9T0. A NpubOpP, KOTOPBIH THI AePXKHILb, U3TOTOBIWIH XCH.
MpbI HcIonb3yeM €ro TOJMBKO KakK yKas3aTesb HallpaBie-
HUA. XCH MOTb30BATUCH UM no—npyrbMy. OHH MbICTIWIHN
Y TOBOPWIH, U MalUMHA BOCIIPUHHMANa Yepe3 3TO ycC-
TPOMCTBO UX MBIC/Ib».

«3Ha4MT, I MOTY IPUKa3bIBaTh €MY».

«Her. KopoTkuit mpukas, Kak «HeT», Thl MOXEIIb
nepenatb. Ho He Gonbuie. [Tonpo6yit, ecnu xoyeurb».
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«Torma Kak Mbl CMOXEM Bac BBITAILIUTE?» — CIIPOCWIT
OH.

«Bpxoma HeT, — OTBeTWI-TIOMBICTI Tupo. — BDTH
KJIETKM MHOTO pa3 MCIOJIb30BATUCH IS YHHUYTOXEHMUSA
Hauwero ruieMeHd. Korma ux 3akphBawT, MX JEPXWUT
3aKpHITBIMU 3Heprus. Y e€ Henb3s oTkimounTs. Ecu 661
Thl HE OCTaHOBIWI po6oTa, MallIMHa HaXaya OBl phIyar, 1
Mbl ¢ Mep mnpeBpaTWiuCh Obl B IbUIb. ¥ HAac XOOMT
MHOI'O paccKa3oB 00 3TOM MecTe, ITOTOMY YTO XCH ITOJIb-
30BAMCh TAKMMM YCTPOMCTBAMH TIOBCIOLY HO TOrO, KaK
3aKpbUTHCh B 3TOM TIOpOAe M ITOCTApaiuch 3a6HITh O
CYLLIECTBOBaHUH OCTIBHOIO MHpPa».

OxuM rmorHyn. OTBpaTUTE/NbHAA JIOBYIIKA, XyXe OH
He Buzen. Ecay oHM He CyMeloT BEITAIUTh oTTyaa Tupo
u Mep, Te yMpyT OT rofioa... Wiv XaxJmsl. JloJokeH OBITh
BbIXOA!

«3Ta WTYyKa MOXET OXUTh?» — CIPOCWI OH, pa3ris-
ObiBast po6Gora. EMy He HpaBWIMCH 3TM - MMTAIOILIME
OroHbKHM Ha ronoBe. Ho B ocraqbHOM poGOT ocTaBayics
COBepllIeHHO Oe3Xxu3HeHHbM. Ilocipimrancd Kakoii-To
3BOH, 3arTyIIMBIINII HETPOMKUH TYII.

«HeTt, moka eMy He OyaeT OTAaH HOBBI MPHUKa3... KaK
MHe KaXeTcs.. — OTBeT THpO NpO3By4yall HE O4YEHb
yBepeHHO. — TakK Mo KpaitHeil Mepe paboOTalOT HalIU
CITyTH, B OCHOBHOM OHM TaKHeE Xe».

JXuM momymasl, MOXHO JIM JOBEPSTh 3TOH JOraake
pa3Beaunka-ko’ora. C Apyroit CTOPOHBI, OH HE MOXET
MPOCTO CTOATh TYT BeyHO. HyXHo HalTH crocod oT-
KpBITh 3TH KiIeTKH. Eciu OBl y Hero OBUIM XOTh
KaKHe-HUOYyIb MHCTPYMeHTHL. B ¢aepe oH HU pa3y He
BuJen Habopa MHCTpyMeHTOB. Min...
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Ha rnasa emy nonanach ogHa U3 KOHeYHOCTel pobo-
Ta, BOOpYXEHHasg KicluHEH. OHa HamoOMHWIA eMy
KOHCEPBHBII HOX, a KJIETKa BIIOJIHE cCMaxuBaeT Ha KOH-
cepBHYl0o 6aHky. Eciu OBl OH cMoOr IOAHATbH 3Ty
CBHUCAIOIYIO PYKY...

«HET! — Tupo cinemwn 3a ero Mbicabio. — Ecim
KOCHEIIbCA TPOBOAOB 3TOM KIETKM, YMPEIIb, ITOTOMY
YTO 3HEPrus Yepe3 METaUT IPOMAET B TBOE TEJO».

JxuM Bbmuen M3-3a pobOTa M OCTAHOBWICA Mepen
KJIeTKaMHM ¢ Ko’oTaMu. DUt Maji yro-To urenraina Mep,
Ta B OTBET Mypibkana. JIXKMM Hazesuicsl, YyTo JeBOYKa
OyaeT BeCTH cebsA CIIOKOITHO, MOKa OH YTO-HHUOYOb He
TIpUIYMaeT.

«OTBeTa HeT», — NpMILUIA 3aKIIOYUTEbHAS MBICTb-
curHan Tupo.

IxyM moxayan rosoBoit. «/lommkeH ObIThl» OH He
coGupacs claBaThca Tak Jierko: Cuia, poXoasiias rmo
MpOBOJaM, 3aKphIBalolas OBEPH, — ISJEKTPUYECTBO?
Moxert 6bITh. YK YTO-TO Moxoxee. A YTO MPOMCXOIUT
B O0ypio? OH BCIIOMHWI HOYb, KOIZla OHM OCTaBWIM
poaHylo rwiaHetry. Bo BpeMst OypH OTKIIOUWICS CBET Ha
nojoBuHe yauu. Ha 3eMie Tak GbIBaeT: KOPOTKOE 3aMbI-
KaHMe MOXET BbIBECTH M3 CTpod Bclo cucTeMy. Ho kakas
cucteMa 3aech? U ecnu oH maxe YBUAMT IVIaBHBIA py-
OWIBHMK, CYMeEeT JIM Y3HaTh ero?

O, KOHe4YyHO, MHOTO€ MOXET IOITH He TaK, HO He-
OXHIaHHO [IXXMM OLLyTWI CHIbHOe Bo30yxneHue. Ecau
OH TOJILKO HalIET 3TOT MIaBHBIM pyowisHuk! WMnu To,
YTO CIIYXWIO XCH IMIaBHBIM PyOHIbHUKOM!

«da! — JIXuM B3APOTHYJ, YJIOBMUB PE3KYI0O MBICIH
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Tupo. — Taxkoit maHc ecTh, poguy-aeTEHHIII. ITovum...
TO, Yro ¢ TOGoM, TeGe moMoxkeT. UeM 6iamke oHO K
HMCTOYHUKY 3HEpTHH, TeM sipue ero cBeT. Ho rae B 3ToM
3JIOM MecTe Thl OyIelllb UCKaTh U CKOJBKO...»

«Ckonpko norpebyerca!s — moobeman J{KuM.

B aT0 BpeMs MuMo mpoluia DJUIM, HalpaBiIAich K
JeCTHULIEe, M J[>KMM MOBepHyJcad K Heil.

— Kyna to1?

— IlpuHecy enpl... 1 BoObl, — OTBETWIAa OJUIH, HE
ornansBagch. XXMM BCIOMHWI MEIIOK, KOTODBIM
3aKJIMHWI JBepb, 4YTOOBI OHa He 3akpbutack. Ho
MpeXae YeM OH CMOT TMpeAyTpeauTh IeBOYKY, Ta HCYe3-
na. OH 3aTOpoOIMWICS IO JIECTHMIIE 32 Heil, HO K TOMY
BpeMEHM KaK JOTHAJI, OHA yXe BHITaCKHMBaja MEIIOK.
IMocnenHuii peIBOK — M MELIOK Y He€ B pyKax. [{Bepb
3aKpbUIACH.

— Hy, yro TbI Hagenana! — /XXM MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
TOTOB yIapUTh DJUIH.

— Hwuuero g He Hagenana! — cepAUTO Bo3pasuia OHa.

— Tbl 3aKkpbUIa OBepb. ECIIM MBI OTKITIOUMM 3HEPTHIO
1 Mep u Tupo BBUAIYT M3 KIETOK, ABepb CHOBa He
oTkpoetcs. [Tomoru MHe.

Hu cioBa -He rosopsi, DJUTH ONMYyCTWIAa MELIOK, OHU
HagaBWIM BOBOEM M30 BCeX CWI, M CHOBa ITOKa3alach
menb. XM CyHyN B He€ MCILIOK.

— Ho HaM Xxe HyxHO yro-HMOYOb noects. 1 Mep, n
Tupo Toxe. MBI UM NpocyHeM €Iy 4Yepe3 pPeWETKY, —
cKazayia JJUIH.

— IMomoxnu 3necs! — npuxasan J[>KMM U IepeCcTyTIT
Yepe3 MeHIOK HapyXy. OCTaHOBMBUIMCH, OH CHpSATAI
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TOJTYKPYTJIBLiA JIOKaTOp B KapMaH, Ipodexan BAOb CTe-
HBI K ¢1aepy ¥ 6BICTPO BBHITALIUT MOTYIIKY OT CUACHUH.
HMx TaM GbUIO TpHU: IJI MWIOTA, €ro MOMOILIHKKA U YYTh
o0oJIBIIe B MACCaXXUPCKOM OTCEKE.

JXUM OTHEC MoAylWKH K OalrHe M IPOCYHYT MX
. Koroa momyiiku 3aHSIM MeCTO MellIKa, OH OcC-
MOTpeJl MX M yOemWwIcs, YTO XOTb OHM U MATKHE, HO
JBEpH 3aKPBITbCA HE IanyT.

ITorom onu BMecTe ¢ Dun Ml cHOBa MOTHANNCH B
KOMHATy ¢ KJIeTKaMH. PoboT cTosur Ha MecTe, Ha TOJIOBE
y HEero no-mnpeXHeMy BCIIbIXMBAJIHU OTHM, @ PYKH MSTKO
CBHCATU. DJUIM OTKpPbUIa MELLIOK Y MPUHSUIACh MpOTal-
KUBAaTh KyCKH eJIbl Yepe3 PeIETKY, BHayane Mep, IToToM
Tupo. [Ixum pocran jokaTop.

THpO cKa3all, YTO OH JZODKECH CBETHTBCS SIpye, TMpH-
OnuXasfch K MCTOYHHUKY 3HeprMH. JIXMM MONOXHUI
Mojylwapye Ha JIadoOHb M TPUHSUICA Pa3MBIIUIATh O
ropoae xcu. OH noyeMy-To ObUI YBEpeH, YTO LIEHTPOM
ropoga sBisierca 3Ta 6amHg. Hy, Xopollio, 3HaYUT Bcé
caMoe LICHHOE ISl XCH JODKHO OBITh 3meCh. A CaMBbIM
LEeHHBIM IS HUX OOXEH OBITh MCTOYHUK SHEPTHH,
3alMIIAIOILUN TOpPOS,.

Ha 3emie rmeum, reHepaTopsl ¥ TOMYy Iogo6HOe 00bIY-~
HO pa3MellaloT B MoaBaiax. EcTe nu moaBam y 3Toit
6amtHn? OH He 3HaeT, HO MOXHO NocMoTpeThb. [IpaBna,
poboT ocraHercs 3hech CTOATh 6e3 mpucMmorpa. Ho
Tupo ckaszaj, YTo eMy JODKHBI OTAATh APYroi MpUKas,
yTOoOBI OH Hayal JgeHCTBOBaTb. A 4YTO, €CJIU OH
TOMYYUT TaKoM npuka3? JlomycruM, oT 0MHOro U3 KOMIIb-
lorepoB BHU3Y? JIXKMM JOMXeH OBITh yBEpEH, 4TO,
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BEPHYBLIKCH, He 3acTaHeT Tupo U Mep, win gaxe D
MEPTBBIMU.

JIXMM KaK MOXHO OJIiDKe MPUABUMHYJICS K pblYaram,
He Tporas ux. Kak Tam oHM ycraHoBieHbI? Ara! OH
MIOYYBCTBOBAJI 3HAKOMOE BO30yxaeHHe. Prryarn GvuIM
3aKpeIUIeHbI BCEro ABYMS BUHTaMM, a B €ro pacriopsixe-
HMM HMeEJICSI OCTPBIM Kpail JJoKaTopa, KOTOPhI1 MOXHO
KCIIOJIb30BaTh KaK OTBEPTKY.

JIx1M cCHOBa MOAHEC MoJyIliapye Ko pTy. « oy BHU3»,
— TpUKa3al OH KaK MOXHO 0oJjiee HU3KHMM TIOJIOCOM,
cTapaschk IMpeICTaBUTh cebe MBICIIEHHO, KaK po0oT cryc-
KaeTcsl 110 BUHTOBOM JIECTHHLE.

Ornu Ha rojoBe IIPOAOJDKaIN BCIbxuBaTh. Ho poGor
He weBenbHyIcd. Ecau Tupo mpaB, HeobGxomuMmo Ha-
AEXHO 00€3BPEAUTD €To...

TyT X HeMy TNoAolIa DIUTH.

— Yro THI cobMpacuIbes aenath?

— Bugmupb 31 BUHTHI? A aymaro, eclid BBIBEPHYTH
X, MBIl CMOXEM CHATb pblyard — oba pblMara — M
3abpaTh ux ¢ ¢oboit. Torga eciu 3TOT po6OT OXKHUBET, OH
He CMOXET HHUKOIO YOWTbH.

— A 1otoM 4Tto?

— IToToM s oTnpaBIOCh UCKAaTh UCTOYHUK SHEPIUM,
— COOOUIII OH.

— Tonbko co MHOI, — 3asiBWIa OHa, HAXMYPHBILUKCh.
— Tyt Mot Mep; ¥ HUKTO eif He MOBPEeIUT, IOKa s MOTY
3ToMy nomelats. MblI IOMAEM BMecTe...

HxuM moxan ruieyaMu. OH JaBHO yXe ITOHSUI, .UTO
Korma Dmwiu Msii roBOpUT TaKMM TOHOM, OHa TOBOPHUT
Cepbre3Ho. IlepBBIii BUHT BBITAT U MOKATWICS ITO MOJY.
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T'rasa 8

Cmepmb zopoda

O1™H phryaru, nogyMan JIXXuM, B3BEeIIMBAsI OOMH U3
HUX B pyKe, BIOJHE COMIOYT 3a MaJIeHbKHE TSDKEIbic
JyGMHKM. Bpsia 1M OHM MOMOTYT 3alIUTUThCS OT poboTa,
HO XOThb TaKoe OpyXue — M To Xopoluro. Manbyuk
MOYYBCTBOBaJI ceGs HeMHOro yBepeHHee. Ot Mboit
CXBaTWia BTOpPOM pblYar M pa3MaxuBaja UM, CIOBHO
cobupanace ymapurth pobora.

JIXXM BepHYJICA K KIeTKaM.

«MBI MOEM McKaTh pyOWIBHUK, — IIOCHAT OH MBICIb
Tupo u Mep. — U BepHEMCH KaK MOXHO CKOpee».

Onnu Moit BhITalWIA eIy U3 MELIKa M Jajla HECKOJIb-
KO KpeKepoB M KycoK chipa JIxumy.

BriepBBIe OH BCITOMHIUI, 3a4eM OHH TIPUIILTA B TOPOJ
— 3a muueit. Ho Mckarh mieBsle MalIMHBI TeHEphb
6su10 Hekorma. K ToMy Xe, ecnmu cnoBa Tupo, 4ro
MalIWHBI XCU OTBEYalOT TOJIbKO Ha KOMaHIY I'OJIOCOM, —
MnpaBaa, MCKaTb MX Gecroje3HO: BCE paBHO HYXHBIC
CII0OBa HEM3BECTHHI.

— TwI yTo, Bech AeHb cobGHUpacIubcsd TYT CHOETH? —
HEBHATHO INMporoBopwia DUt M»ait HaGUTHIM KpeKepa-
mu proM. — Hamo mocraTte orTtyna Mep u Tupo. Kak Me!
aTO caenaeM?

— IToMHMILIB, KaK MOraciy yIUYHbIe OTHU B O6ypio? —
cripocwn JIXXKMM, TOpPOIUTMBO Inarag 3a Heil. — Toraa
MpeKpaTwiach Ioaaya SHeprud. MBI JOMXHBI HaiTH
criocob 3eCh CAeNarh To Xe caMoe. [Toiinem nouem. ..

OHM yXe Hayalu CITyCKaTbCA IO JIECTHUIE, U DJUIH
Mb3it xuBHYyNA.
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— V¥ Hac ¢ 6abymkoit HUKoraa He ObUIO 3JIeKTpuyec-
tBa. Ho y TeOst ObUTO, M THI JOJDKEH 3HATh, YTO MCKATh.
C yero HayHeM?

— C nopsana, eciM OH 3dech ecTb, — JIXuM c
OI1aCKO# B3DJISIHYJI HA MMTAIOI[ME OTHU KOMITHIOTEPOB,
npoxods yepe3 Bropoil aTax. Ilo kpaitHeit Mepe, XOTb
XOISTYMX POOOTOB 3eCh HE BUIHO. A phIyary oT IIUTA Y
HUX B pYKax; Telepb, AaXe eclId PpoboThl NpUIyT B
KOMHAaTy C KJIeTKaMH, OHM He CMOTYT BKIIOYUTH YOMii-
CTBEHHYIO BHEPIHIO.

HakoHelr oHu Jo6panych 0 MepBOro 3Taxa ¢co MHO-
XeCTBOM JBepeil. DIUIM TaK TOPOIWIAch, YTO YYyTh He
ynaja C MOCIeOHUX TPEX CTyINeHeK. ToabKO Temnephb
JIXKUM 3aMeTWI, YTO OT OCHOBAHMSA JIECCTHMLIBI OTXOIUT
BHM3 pyrasi, ropasno Golee y3Kas.

TaMm OBUIO TEMHO, HO He HAaCTOJBbKO, YTOOBI OHM He
yBUAEIH cTyrieHeit. OHU yXe MOYTH CITyCTWIHCh, KOTIa
YCHBILUAIM MEPHYIO ITOCTYIIb HOT po0OoTa.

— OcraHosu ero, 6pictpee! Kax Toro, nepsoro! —
HeTepIeJMBO NMpHKa3ajia MATbYUKY Dt Moii.

Ho cMoxeT 1 oH BHOBB 3TO caenaTh? Pyxu y Ixxuma
BCITOTEJIM, KaK Bceraa, Korga eMy CTaHOBWIOCH CTpalll-
Ho. OH JIoKTeM NpiXajl DJUIM K CTeHKEe JIECTHULBI U
Halymai Ionyliapue.

— Tuure! — npourenran oH. — MoXeT, OH Hac He
3aMCTHUT.

OHM cMyTHO YBUAEIM Kopmyc uayiero pobora. Ha-
CKOJIbKO MOT cyauTh XM, oH OBUI TOYHO TaKou Xe,
Kak TOT, HaBepXy, B KOMHAaTe¢ C KJIeTKaMH. TOJBKO Yy
3TOro OroHBKM Ha roJIOBe BCITHIXMBAJIM HE TaK SIPKO.

151



JIxuM TIoImbITaNICA 3agepXarb AbixaHue. OH pykoi
yaepXuBaJl DU B 3HAK NMpEayNpexaeHus, 1 oHa ObL1a
THXa, KaK CTeHa, K KOTOPOI OH MPIDKHUMA e€.

— Bam-6am-6aM-6aM... — pobOT MOJOILIEN K OCHOBa-
HUIO JlecTHULIBL. TaM OH IOBEPHYJICS M IOCTaBWI HOTY
TOYHO Ha CepelUHYy CTYIeHbKU, HaUMHas TMOTbEM.

JI>xuM o6m3an ry6el M HeyBepeHHO IOIHEC IToJTyIla-
pue xo pry. ['onoc momxeH Mpo3By4aTh MPaBWIbHO, a B
rojioBe HYXHO 3adMKCHUPOBAaTh KapTHUHY TOr0, YTO OH
XOYeT.

— HET!

Po6or omyctin Hory Ha cTyneHbkKy. Ho BTOpy1o He
noaHsan. HanpoTus, u3man, Kak M TEpBBIA, I'yIsLIWi
3BYK, CJIOBHO O Y€M-TO cripamuBal. 1 orHu y Hero Ha
TOJIOBE 3aCBEPKAIU sIpye.

— IMouvmn! — JIXUM TOPOIUIMBO IOATONKHYJ DJUIU
Mbii B rutevo. Ho eit aToro u He Tpe6oBasiock. OHa yxe
MPOTHCKMBANIACh MUMO OCTaHOBMBLIEHCS MALLIMHBI, AEP-
’Xa pbIYar HaroTose.

JxuM mnocnenoBan 3a Heil. [loToMm ornanyncsa. Oruu
Ha rojioBe poboTa OCBellaTd IPOXOA Ha HECKOJIBKO
¢yroB. PoGoT He MoBopauyMBaICA M He TMBITAICA MX
cxBatuTh. Ho Bc€ paBHO JIyyllle ImoObICTpee YWTH OT-
clona.

O Mbait yxe Gexana M30 Bcex cwi. Bening 3a
npeaesbl OCBELIEHHOIO poOOTOM IMPOCTpaHCTBa, JIXUM
repecTal BUAETb YTO-TUOO BriepeAu U IOCIMEelIHo Opo-
CWICS IOTOHATb OEBOYKY.

Boons xopumopa He GbUTO HMKaKUX ABEpEil, TOIBKO
CIUIOIIHBIe cTeHbl. M1 HMKakuX oTBeTBIeHMIT. B KOHIIC
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KOHLIOB KOPUIOP BBIBEJ JeTeil B OTPOMHOE ITOMEILIEHHE
— TAKOTo Xe pa3Mepa, KaK U Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe OalllHu,
¢ KoMrbioTepaMu. JlokaTop B pyke JkK1Ma HEOXUIAHHO
BCIBIXHYJI, KaK OTOHb, XOTS HMKAKOTO TeIUIa HE YyB-
CTBOBAJIOC.

OHM oKazanuch Ha OaTkoHe, HaBUCILIEM Hajg ob1uup-
HBIM ITPOCTPAHCTBOM. BIOJIb CTEH OMATH pacroaraluch
6oJblIMe AIIMKY. A COOKY HallUTach JIeCTHHULIA, Beaylias
BHU3, B TeMHOTY. JI)KMM HayaJl CITycKaTbCs M OOHapy-
XWI, YTO JIOKATOP TeIeph AaET JOCTATOYHO CBETA, YTOOBI
BUIETh TPU WIM YeThIpe CTYNeHbKU Briepenu. Crycka-
Ach, JI>KUM MPORO/DKaT MPUCTYIIMBaThcs. BHHU3Yy Morna
oKa3aThbCA Lesas apMus Xoasuux poboros. M kakux-
HUOYIb OPYTVIX MX PasHOBUIHOCTEH, ellI€ oracHee.

JlecTHuia MOKa3anach eMy odeHb JIMHHOM. Korma
OHU J06paiuch 10 MoclaeaHel cTyreHbKH, UM npo-
TAHYA PYKY YU mperpagwi gopory dmwiu. OH He XoTel,
YTOOBI OHA HEPa3yMHO YCTPEMWIACh K OITACHOCTH.

AmuKn, KoTopble OHX BUIENN CBEpXY, TeHepb HaBU-
CaTM Hal HUMM, KaXIbIii pasMepoM B ITOJIOBHHY JOMa
WIM 10 KpaiiHeil Mepe ¢ rapax. A IoJ Mol HoraMu He
nepecraBas cjlerka Apoxal.

— Ocrpoxseit! — nmpexynpenwt [xm. — CMoTpu
1O CTOPOHAaM.

Dy Mait BOMHCTBEHHO B3MaXHYJIa CBOMM PBIYaroM.

— Moxelp MHe 3TOro He roBOpPUTh, MabyMK! Mec-
TEYKO HE M3 NMPHUATHBIX.

OHHM mpoLLTH BOOJMb OJMDKAMILEro SIIMKa, IOTOM
nepebexanu depe3 y3KHii Mpoxod K ClexylolleMy, Io-
TOM el K OXHOMY. [[XXMM BHHMaTeJIbHO Cleawl 3a
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JlokaTopoM. Tor ceeTwi Bc€ spue. JKMM Iepenan Ha
BpeMS CBOM pblMar UM Msil U NPUKPLUI JIOKATOP
pyKaMu, MCIyTaBIUMCh, KaK Obl KTO €ro He YBUAEI.

OHH nepecekay oIHO0Opa3HOe OBLIMPHOE NIPOCTPaH-
cTBO 0€3 KaKUX-JI1M00 OpueHTUpPOB. JXUM NpHHSICA
Jaxe CYMTATh SIIMKH, YTOOBI He 3a01yauThCcs Ha obpar-
HoM myty. M TyT ycnbiman cnabeiit cMex Dwim Moail.

— CMoTpH... — OHa NoKa3ajla MaJIEHbKUIA M TPSI3HBIIA
KycodyeK chipa. — Sl momeyana 3TM IUTYKH, — OHa
MocTyyaja phlYaroM Io SIIHKY, OKOJIO KOTOPOIO OHM
3aepXaTUCh. — Bumuuib?.. — geBoYKa MpoBeia CHIPOM
1O TIJIaIKO¥ MEeTaLUTMYECKOM MOBEPXHOCTH.

IToueMy oH caM He rogymai o6 3ToM? JIXUM paccep-
aowica Ha cebsg. Ho Dmum M»si yacto ma€t mnpocThie
pa3syMHbIC OTBETHI Ha Ka3aJloch OBl CJIOXHBIE 3aJauM.

OHM BBHIILUTM U3 TEHH MOCIEOHEro SlUKa M HEOXM-
JaHHO OKa3aTUCh Ha OTKPHITOM IpocTpaHcTBe. He TonbKO
OTKPBITOM, HO U fIPKO OCBELIEHHOM. [leTH 3amuraiu,
NpUBBIKasg K CBETYy Ioc/ie TeMHOTHL. B cepeauHe mona
OHHM 'YBUIICJIM HEYTO BPOAE KOJIOALIA C IIe pHIaMM BOKPYT.
Kononeu 6bU1 He 0YeHb DIYOOKMIA, HO JOCTaTOYHO LIM-
pokuii. Ero HakpbIBas MOJHBINA CBEpPKalOHIEro IUVIaMEHHU
KYTIOJI — HE KPacHOTO U XEJITOro IUIaMeHU, KaK OTOHb,
3HAKOMBIM MEeTAM, a C MPHUMECBIO 3¢JIEHOTO U CHUHEro; U
BCe 3TU CTPYH BHYTPHM OcCIOPSIOYHO M3BHBAINUChH M
nepervieTaanch. DU M3l yxBaTWiIach 3a Mepuia.

— Y McHS rosioBa KpyXuTcs! — MoxanoBajgach OHa.
OpHoyl pyKo#l AeBOYKa CXajla XUBOT. — MeHs ceifyac
CTOIIHHT, CJIOBHO f 3Melo Tmpomiorial

IMonymapue B pykax [I>kuMa cBeTWIOCH ITOYTH TaK XKe
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SIPKO, KaK OroHb Itox KymoinoM. OH TIOHSUI, YTO OHU
HallTH TO, YTO UCKAIU. DTOT ropAlHiA BHU3Y pa3Ho-
LIBETHBIM OTOHb — 3HEPrUsA, MOXET ObITh, IOHOOHAA
3JIeKTPUUYECTBY. TaKoe MOXHO YBUAETb, €CIM BKIIOYUTH
APKYIO JIaMITy.

Ho xak eé Bexniounts? Kak u D Msit, Manbuyuka
3aTOLIHWIO, KOTAa OH IOINbITaJicd BHUMATeJIbHEH pa3-
migneTh iamMa. OH MeIIeHHO 0001IEN KOJIoAEeL, BOKPYT,
OOHOM PYKOIl mepXach 3a Ilepwia, a B OPYror CXXumas
nokatop. Huxaxix per4aros, HM IIUTA YIIpaBJieHUA, HU
KHOIOK — Huyero!

OH y4yBCcTBOBaN Bcé Gonburyio ¥ Gonburyio Oecrio-
MolrHocTb. IToueMy-To eMy Ka3aloch: YTOOhI 0CBOOOIUTH
KO’OTOB, HYXHO MpPOCTO HaWTH WCTOYHUK SHEPTUM U
oTkmounTh e€é. Ho Kak eé OoTKmouMTb, eClIu Iepen
To60#1 TOJIBKO OrHEHHBIA 1I1ap U OoJblie HUYero?

A Mait pacnipsMuiack. PasMaxuBas peryaraMy B
obeux pykax, oHa IocMoTpena Ha JIkXuma.

— 3JT0 Ta caMas 3J1asd cTapas IITyKa, KOTopast AepXXUT
Mep B kinetke?

— A mymarwo, na.

— Hy, xopomro. Toraa yero xe Mol XaeéM? Hamo eé
MpPOCTO pa3ouTh!

— Her! — wucmyranHo 3akpuyan JIxum. OHH Xe
HHUYEro He 3HAIOT 00 OrHe Ioj KyrmojoM. Uro eciau oH
B3OpBETCA, pasHECET BCE 3maHMe?

Ho Dmmu Mbait npuUHATa CBOIi NIPUBBIMHbIIA YIIPAMbILIA
BMII, OHa JlaXe He cobupanach ero ciaymarth. s Heé
BaXHO OBUIO TOJBKO OAHO: Mep B KiIeTKe, U €€ Halo
oryaa BeorycTuTh. [Ipexnme yem [IxyM ycnen nepexsa-
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TATHb PYKY DJUIM, OHA pa3MaxHyJIach Y LUIBBIPHYJIAa OAVH
M3 pbIYAaroB B OTHEHHBIN IMy3bIpb, 3aXXMYPUBILUNCH IPHU
5TOM.

JI>KMM ycablllag 3BOH yaapa MeTaUta o Kymona. Bro-
POil pbIyar IocjiegoBal 3a NepBBIM.

— Bpoch Teneps 370... — D Mait cTpeMUTENBHO
0o0OrHy/na 4acTh CTeHb M mpexnae yeM JXxuM ycrnen
YBepHYTBCS, OHA BRIXBaTWIA JIOKaTOP Y HEro U3 pyku U
ToXe Opocuia.

IMocnemoBan yxXacHO IPOMKMil 3BYK. JIDKMM 3aKpbUl
yuri. OH BuUAeN, KaK NpHUceBLIag Ha KOPTOUYKM DIUIU
cienana To Xe camoe. MalbyMK OXHUOalI, YTO 4epe3
MrHOBeHHe €ro OXBaTWT IUIaM$, BbIpBaBlLeeCs H3-TOL
pasburoro Kynosa. Koxy 3akonono, BoJockl Ha rojioBe
3 BcTanu ap16oM. OH BITOCAeCTBUM He ObLT YBEpEH,
HO eMY II0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OT €€ BOJIOC NMOCHIMTAIMCh HCK-
PHL

Ho...

OHHU oka3aIuch B mojHoit ThbMe. CBer mnorac. Ha
OIHY-ABE YXXaCHble MMHYTH JIXUM JaXxe MOAyMas, YTO
ocnen. IToToM NMoHsUI, YTO BCE-TAKM ejle-eJie, HO YTO-TO
BUIUT. '

IIpoTaHyB pyKy, oH Halrynan Juiu Moii.

— ITouutu oTcroga! — ro KpaiiHeit Mepe OH XOTeJ 3TO
cKa3aTh, HO Jaxe caM cebs He ycnbluan. M ato Toxe
HCITyTaJIo ero.

HamynerBast Ha cTeHax IMOJIOCKM ChIPa, OCTaBIeHHbIE
D Mo, OHM KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM YMyIpWIMCH [0-
O6paThcs Ha3al, K OCHOBAHUIO JIECTHULIBI, AePKach APYT
3a apyra. Jpoxs u ryn ucueanu. Ixum B3gpornya. Kak
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GyATO HaXOOMVILbCS PSIOM C OTPOMHBIM MEPTBBIM Cy-
ILIECTBOM... '

VY ocHOBaHMA JIECTHULIBI JIexasa rpyaa Metauia. To
PYXHYZ pobOT, KOTOpOro OHM TYT ocTaBWIM. JlomkHO
6bITb, OH TOXE TeIepb MEPTB, nogymain JIxum. Teneps
eMy XOTEJIOCh TOJIbKO IT0ObICTpee yOpaTbci OTCIOAA U
xak MoxHo gansiiue. Ho Tupo u Mep elié octaBaincs B
TUICHY.

OH¥M ctanu nogHUMaThesa. Ha 3ToT pa3 Ha KOMIIbIOTe -
pax He MeJIbKaJo HMKAaKUX OTHeM, He CJBIIAIOCh
HerpoMKOro IEnKaHbs U ryna. Komnara 6su1a MepTBa 1
ObIcTpO oxJaxnanach. JleTH TOpPOIUIMBO MUHOBAIM €€.

Eum€ oguH mponér nectHuipl. OHM yXe C TPYAOM
MOAHUMATUCh. Y KIETOK Balslach ellé oJHa TIpyna
MeTajUla, IyTaHULA PyK M HOT: 3[eCh yNajl APYroi po-
oor.

— Hapo nobGricTpee y6HpaThes OTCIOAA... — TeNephb
JDXUM ycaIBIlLaT CBOM rojioc, XOTA OH Ka3aicd ClabbIM U
Janckum. Ho kieTku mo-npexHeMy ObUIM IPOYHO 3a-
neptel. Juty Mait 3arUiakana ¥ IPUHSIaCch KOJOTUTH IO
Ki1erke Mep, Ho JI>kuM oGpaTwics K THpPo ¢ BOImpocoM.

«EcTpb 1M elll€ sHeprusa B pellI€TKe OBepU?» — OH
NocTapajic MBICIUTh KaK MOXHO YETYe.

Bonpuoit ko’oT, Ka3anoch, IPUHIOXUBAICA K IPOBO-
Aam. «Het, petéHpil. Terneps 3TO TOJIBKO METAILI».

«Xopouo...» — JI>XUM IOIO0IIEN K MEPTBOMY po6OTYy
~ OH Temepb AYMaJ O HEM, KaK O «MEPTBOM». MaJIbuHK
HexcroBo méprana M KpyTWI, ITOKa He BBICBOOOMIUT TAXKE-
Y10 pyky ¢ KiemHeil. OH npuHEC e€ K KIeTKe M Hayal
3yOuamu pyku pBaTh pewietky. Kak oH M Hamesicd,
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BCKOpe eMy yaanoch IpopBaTh eé. Buauame Tupo, a
3aTeM U Mep BBIIPBITHYJIM Ha MOJ.

Tupo BEICOKO MOIHSUI FOJIOBY, MPUCITYILINBAsCh U MPH-
HIOXUBAsACh.

«[opon MEpTB, — mocnan oH Mblcnb. — Kak U xcw,
KoTopsie ero moctpowin. Ho maxe MEpTBBIH OH MOXeET
OBITh MCIIONB30BaH...»

JIxxuM obeccwieHHO cumen Ha moiay. OH crpalllHo
yCcTal; ero TpsSclO OT yXaca, KOTOPHIf OH MHCITBITA,
Koraa D Mbait nmpobuia KyIos: eMy XOTeJIOCh €CTh U
muTb. HTak... ropox MEPTB... TOLOAa HYXHO IOCKOpee
YXOAUTh OTCIOga. DTO MECTO... OHO €My HeHaBUCTHO!
OTH TSOKENbIe 3MaHUA 0e3 OKOH U 0e3 ABepeil BhI3bIBAIU
OLLIYIIIeHUE, YTO OH TOXEe B KJIeTKe, KaK ObutM TUpo u
Mep.

«Jla, MBI YHOEM, OETEHBI, — cornacwics Tupo. —
Ho Hamm crapeifiive, OHY MOLLTIOT APYT¥MX. TyT MHOIO
MoJie3HbIX 3HaHUI. Beab MMeHHO cloga XCHM TepeHe iy
BCE CBOM 3aIlUCH».

«BBL... — OH mackoBo mnoTépcs o meKy JIxuma rosno-
BOM, HUKOTA paHbllle OH TaK He moctynai. i Mai,
C BJIaXHBIM OT cnéa,nnuom,/npmxmana K cebe Mep,
Kak OynaTo Gojpliie HMKOIrJa He cobupaiach €€ OTmy-
ckatb. — Bbl 06a o0OYeHb XOpPOILO [AEeICTBOBAIM,
neréHpnuu. CpeIy HAUIMX CTapeMIIMX ecTh TaKue, KO-
TOpbI€ OMNMAacAIUCh, YTO Bbl MIPUHECETE HAM OJHU TOJBKO
HenpusaTHocTH. Hanportus! Temeps HaM HYXXHO 3aIloM-
HUTh ewlé aBa uMeHH B 3oBax Yectu kxo’oroB. [laB-
HbIM-IaBHO KMHIapr mokasasi, yro OH poauy KO’OTaM.
A Temepb Bbl, HETEHBININ, CHEJAIM TO XE CaMoOC.
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Hauy reMeHa MOIJIM OLUMOAaTheAd, KTO KOMY pOIMY.
PorcTBo He 00s3aTeJIbHO O3HAyaeT LIEPCTh Ha Tele y
OIHMX U TONIyiI0 KOXYy Yy Apyrux. PoxcTBo ropasmo rny6-
xe. 51 HasBas Tc6s CBOMM poauyeM, DeTEHbIL, a Mep —
Ha3Bajla POJACTBCHHUIIEH JIEBOYKY, M €CJIM ObI MBI 3TOTO
He cleJIaJIM, JIOBYILIKA XCH YHUUTOXWIa 6bI Hac. U 31oe
MECTO TIPOJIOJIKAIO OBI KUTH».

«MBbI CIMILKOM MHOTO rOBOpMM, — ToOC/iajla HeTep-
neauBylo Mbicib Mep. — Ecnau crapeifiuue 3aXxoTaT
HCCIeIOBaTh 3TO MECTO, IyCTh OHM 3TO JAENaloT. A YTO
K4caeTcs MEHs... g TIOObICTpee XO4y MO OTKPhIToe He6o».

— Jla! — D cornacHo KMBHyJMa. — MHe He Hpa-
BMTCSl 3TOT CTaphlil FOPOJI, OH IUIOXOIL.

Ouu BepHynuch K ¢maepy. YeTBepbIM B HEM OBLIO
TECHO, OH eIBa CMOT TIOXHATHCS, HO BCE Xe IOJETCl.
Bropoit ¢pnaep oHM HalLIM TOYHO TaM, IIe €ro U ocra-
BWIM OeTH. THpo pelnwt JieTeTh Ha HEM ¢ JIXXKUMOM, ero
OYeHb 3aMHTEPECOBATO PYYHOE YIIpaBlIeHHE, O KOTOPOM
CaMH KO’OTHI MOYTH I03a0bUTH.

«Mb1 MHOTOMY MOXEM HaydMTbCsl OpYT y Apyra, —
cKasanm oH XXMMy, Korma OHM MOTHSUTMCh B BO3IYX,
YTOGBI MMOCTIEAOBATh 32 IPYTUM (1acpoM, IMOUTH CKpPhIB-
leMcst U3 Buny. — K sTo OymeT Xopoluas Hayka,
ponuy-ko’oT. Boneuie g 0 Bac He 6yxy roBopuTh Kak O
HeTE€HBIIIaX: ceroaHs Bbl 00a JOoKa3alau, YTO BBl HacTo-
AlIMe poaUYM KO’OTOB>.

ITpubmmokasace K nmopry, JA>xuM 3a0bL1 HeTepreHUE U
©o1b, KoTOpBIE NMpUBEIH €ro B ropoa. OH Jaxe rogymal,
KaK ero MHTepecHo OyaeT McciaeaoBaTh. 3alUThI 60JIb-
e HeT, po6oThl MepTBHL. Y B GymyliieM poauyy KO’OTOB
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— OH TOpAWICA TeM, KaK Ha3Bal ero Tupo, moHuMas,
YTO 3TO MHOTOIO CTOUT, — €My HaWIETCSA YeM 3aHAThCH
Ha 3uMMoppe.

3BE3IHBIE KO’OTHI U
PA3YMHBIE PACTEHUS

T'nasa 1
Tpesoza 6 603dyxe

O Mbaii Tak Kperko CXBaTWIAch 3a CITMHKY Iepe-
JHEro CUIeHUd, yTo y He€ 3abosenu manbupl. YTo-TO
HeJlagHoe mpoucxoawio ¢ ¢guaepoM. ToT GecriopsnoyHo
aépraics B3ag M Brepéa. I1o TOMy, KaK HaIpsDKEHHO
cXaJicd Ha CBOEM cuieHUM Tupo, oHa BHAena, 4YTO
GoJpLION KO’OT ToXe HcIyraH. OHU TOJBKO CEerogHs
YTpOM BbUIETeNIM U3 ropoga Jlomeit, a moToM 3TO U
cayywioch. Tenepb ¢uaep apoxas, Tpsccd U Kak-TO
CTPaHHO pbIYa.

D Mbait yyBcTBOBWIA, KaK THPO HANpAXEHHO ITO-
ChUIaeT MbIC/Tb MalLIMHE, MBITASCh 3aCTABUTh €€ paboTaTh.
HeT, oH mprTaeTcs nocaaurs €€ Ha 3eMIIIO.

— B yéM meno? — ManpuMK Ha cHIeHUU PALOM C Hell
TOXe HakIOHWIcS Brepéa. OH maxe MpPOTAHYT PYKH,
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CIOBHO XoTes] 4epe3 THpoO HOTAHYTBCA OO MpHGOpPOB,
KOTOPBIMU KO’OTHI HMKOTJ2 HE IOJIb30BATUCH.

— He Hamo! — 3aBusxana Jwm Mai. — OH mbITa-
eTcs MocaguTh Hac! — IeBOYKA CIJIOTHYNA, XOTA BO PTY
y He€ mepecoxyo.

Ona yyBcTBOBana, KaK ApoxXut XXMM, 3afeBas ILIe-
YoM e€ CHUOeHHe. DTH CHOCHMS CIUILUKOM Mabl IS
neteit. I meBouka BCIOMHWIA: mama U Mama JIXuMa
moru6y B ymaBIIeM CaMOJIETe Ha MX POXHOM IUIaHeTe,
KOTOpasi Terephb Ka3ajach TaKOH JalEKoii.

— Mpsr npusemnaeMca! — ronoc IxuMa mpo3Bydan
TaK Xe I'POMKO, KaK TOJBbKO YTO €€. MalbuMK IbITalCA
MPOTHUCHYThCA MUMO Tupo, Ho Mep, cuneBias paIoM ¢
Pa3BeJYMKOM-KO’OTOM, 3apbryaja ¥ KOTTSIMH LUIEITHYJIa
MO BHITAHYTOI pyKe JIxXimMa.

O M3 xoTena 3aKphITh IVlaza, HO He MoIJa.
OpHako BHM3, Ha 3eMJIIO, CMOTPEeTh He crana. Kauka
BbI3bIBaJIa Y He€ TowHoTy. [Touemy daep, Kak Bceraa,
He OT3hIBaeTCd Ha MBICJIeHHBI npuka3 Tupo? Bce ma-
IIMHBI KO’OTOB JEMCTBYIOT IO MBICIEHHBIM IpPHKa3aM.
IToyemy xe 3Ta mepecrana ciaymarbcsa?

Jpoxsb craHOBWIACh BCE CHWIbHee. DLt Mait KauHy-
10 Kk JIXXuMy, TOTOM OHa ygapwiach o 60pT. OHa TILIETHO
MBITAJ1ach IMOKpeITde YXBAaTUTLCA 32 YPO-HUOYIb.

CHoBa oHHM ycTpeMWwIKch BHU3. Heyxenu ¢naep pa-
300n€Tca? JleTH cbIuaiy pacckassl o ¢iiaepax, KOTOpbIe
yleTaTH U He Bo3Bpaluanucek. Mim nx Haxomwn pa3bu-
TBIMM, @ KO OTHI, JIeTaBLIKE B HHX, OKa3bIBAJIUCh MEPTBHI
WIM TSDKEJIO PaHEeHBI.

HMmeHHO u3-3a ¢yraepoB OHH OTMPABISUIMCH B MTOKH-

6 Mup 3seamnbx xo'oTos 1 6 1



Hyteiit Topon. Ko’orer Moryr ympasnath ¢uaepamu
Joneit, Ho UM HYXeH MeTaUl, YTOObl PEMOHTUPOBATh
MX, IeJaTh 3aMacHbIe YacCTH.

®naep BHOBb NEPHYICH, CIOBHO COOMpasich pa3Ba-
nuThea HaaBoe. ITocnenosan ynap, 1 Dt Moit 6pocuno
Briepén. Graep ocTaHOBWICS.

OHU ¢ TpynoM BeIGpanch. Dan Maii moTupana pyku
M HOTH, OHHU pOXanu. MaATKoe MPUKOCHOBEHHE MyILIUC-
TOro KOCTIOMa ycrokauBano. CJIOBHO MpUTparuBaciibes
K Mep. TonpKo KOCTIOM He MypibreT. Mep...

Jlesouka OBICTPO OMIAHYIACh B IOMCKaxX KoO’OTa C
rps3HO-6eJIoM 1IePCThI0O U HEOOIYHBIMM FONTYOBIMH IJ1a-
3aMM. Mep 3mech, U BBIVIAOMT KaK OOBIYHO — KakK
Kourka. Dy Mait korna-To M Aymaina, 4To oHa 3eMHas
KOILIKa, TOYHO TaK Xe Kak J[xum cunran Tupo, 3eneHo-
[JIa30TO YIOJIbHO-YEPHOro KO’0Ta, MOTepPABIIUMCH
JOMAIIHUM XWBOTHBIM.

Ho noroM oHM y3Ha/IM, YTO 3TO BOBCE HE XUBOTHBIE.
OHM — KO’OTHI, pa3BeqYUKU C KOCMHYECKOTo Kopabs,
MOC/IaHHBIE COOMpPaTh CBOMX POAWYEil, 3eMHBIX KOIIEK,
¥ OTBO3UTh MX HoMoit. U Diu Mait u Ixxumy nossolie-
HO OBbUIO JIETETh C HUMHU, MOTOMY YTO 32 HUX 3aCTYITINCh
Mep u Tupo.

Omwin Mbaii rny6oko B3mOXHY/MAa, U K Hell Momolivia
Mep, ycnokauBalolie nmorépnaack. TUpo 3agyMuMBoO pa3-
rsiasBan dnacp. OH THEBHO XJIecTal Mo 60KaM CBOMM
JUIMHHBIM XBOCTOM M, Ka3aJlOCh, YTO KOIa OH CMOTPMT
Ha MalUMHBI, U3 IJIa3 €ro BBUIETAIOT MCKPBI.

JI>XuUM TsDKe0 Obllai, JIMLO e€ro rnobiaeadeno. Diumu
MBpii B3su1a ero 3a pyKy. MajibuMK IISHYI Ha He€ cepau-
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TO, CJIOBHO COOMPAICH IUTIOHYTh — TOYHO TaK IVISIZeN Ha
¢dnaep Tupo. MoxeT, oH He XoTeJl, YTOOBI OHA BHeNa,
yro oH ucrnyraics. Ho Beas Bce ucmyramuces! Dy Moit
XoTena 3To ckazarb. Ho mpexne yeM ckasaia, HoHe-
cJach MbICIb Tupo:

«Ham noseano. Ewig onuH yMeplinii MeTaJuIMye CKUit
KOopabJib...»

O MEPTBBIX METAUTMYECKHMX KOpalJfix paccKas3bsIBal
Muya, CTpOIHBI PHDKMIT KO’OT, KOTOPBIA XIET MX B
T'opome. YTo-TO MPOMCXOOUT C MalIMHAMM, KOTOPHIMH
MOJIB3YIOTCS CIMIIKOM JoJro. OHM HeOXHUIAHHO pacchi-
naTca. MeTaul CTAHOBMTCS CIIMILKOM XPYITKMM.

O Msit cHoBa norépna 6oka pykamu. OHa GoJb-
1Ie He 60MTCA — IO KpaliHel Mepe He Tak, KaK paHbliie,
— HO HOTH €€ MOATrMOTNCH.

«Mm1 yxe psagoMm c T'opogom, — npunuia Meicabs Mep.
— Hamo uaru B ToM HanpaBJIeHUH».

«Xopoiro», — cornacuicsd Tupo.

JxuM, xak OyaTro coBepiuasg O4YeHb TPYIHBIA 1A
Hero TIIOCTYTIOK, BepHYJIcS K ¢Jiaepy M BBITAL[WI HX
Meluky ¢ npunacamu. Hagen cBoit, a Dt Maii B3sinach
3a Apyroi. Pyku e€ mouru nepecranyu ApoxarTb.

Hx pyku — HMEHHO M3-32 HMX OHM c JIXXuUMoM
eXemHeBHO otnpanisiorca B 'opon. ¥ Tupo u Mep, y
BCeX OCTAIbHBIX KO’OTOB, KaK OBl HMCKYCHO OHHU HHU
YIpaBRIAIM MBICIBI0 MalllHHaAMH, HET PyK — TOJBKO
nanbl. Topon ObUT mocTpoeH JIIompMH, ITOXOXHMMH Ha
dxyMa 1 Did, M MX MallUHBI IIPUCIIOCOGJIEHBI IS
PYK. OTH IIOOA JaBHO MCYE3NIN, HO MAllIMHbI OCTA/IHCB,
M KO OTHI XOTeJIM OoJIbllie Y3HATh O HHX.
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«MBI TOXKHBI TOOBICTPEE YCTAHOBUTH, OTKYAA NOOKI-
BaJICSI CBEXMI MeTalyi, — THpPO NO-TNpeXHEMY
pasrIaabIBa YNaBIUWi ¢Jaep. — Y Hac MOYTH HE OcTa-
Jiock 3anacoB. M1 MbI He MOXeM CTPOUTh HOBbIE iaepkl».

— OTo KaK NOMCKU COKpPOBMIL, — cKa3al J[XuM,
HaJaeBasd MELIOK Ha CITMHY.

He tonpko ux ¢maep Bolmen u3 crpos. IluiueBbie
MaILMHBI TOXe HayaJIu OTKa3bIBaTh. Ko’OThI JONTO Mob-
30BaJIMCh 3allacaMM MeTaJUla, OCTaBIeHHbIMU JII0abMHU,
yTOOBI IejaTh HOBbIE MalIMHBI M YMHUTH cTapble. Ho
Terephb 3amachl IOYTHM MCTOU[WINCH, M CTaJO OYEHb
BaXXHbIM y3HaTb, OTKya OHU IMPUXOIWIH.

YeTBepo ABUHYMNCH K GonblioMy cepomy lopomy.
O Mait HeHaBuzena 31o Mecto. OTHaXIbl OHM IIO-
Maid TaM B JIOBYLIKY. 3aTO OHM ¢ JIXXKMMOM HalLIX
noiiMaHHbeIX THpo 1 Mep. U TonbKo ymaya mo3Bojiwia
MM OTKIIOYUTH I'opox M OcTaHOBHUTb PoGOTOB, OCTaB-
JICHHBIX CTOPOXHWTb. KaXnmplit pa3, Bo3Bpallasch Tyaa,
Omwiu Mbdit BraitHe oXuaala, YyTo OAMH M3 pPobOTOB
MOAOMIET K HUM M CHOBa CXBAaTHT.

OHM TOpPOIUIMBO NPOLUIA MO OTHOM yIule, Mo Ipy-
roit. Ceityac ¢ Heit [IxxuM, u Tupo, 1 Mep. Ho neBouka
BCE PaBHO MPOIODKA/Ia OIS AbIBATHCH.

U BoT oHM moOpanuch GONBILIOro LEHTPAILHOIO 3/1a-
Hus, B KoropoM Tupo u Mep nonanu B KJIETKH CMEPTH,
M rae oHu ¢ JIXXKMMOM OTKIIOYWJIM MCTOYHMK 3HEPIUH.
3BYKOBO# NpHUKa3 3aCTaBWI OJHOTO U3 poOOTOB OCTaHO-
BUTbCS KaK pa3 Toraa, Korma ToT cobupajicsa yOuTb
Ko’oroB. Yl TonbKO HelaBHO OHU YCTaHOBWIH, YTO 3BYKH
OXUBJISIOT HEKOTOPbIe MAlIWHBI.
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D10 TOXe OOHApYXWIOCh COBEPILUEHHO CJIYy4aifHo.
Dsutn Mait Tak pa3osnwiach Ha MalllMHY, KOTOPYIO OHM
ocMaTpMBaJIM ABa OHsS Has3ad, YTO IHYJA e€ M Hayala
063pIBaTh. 1 MamvHa oXxwia, Ha IJIagKOM MaHeau B €&
nepenHel YacTH BCIBIXHYIU KaKHe-TO 3HAKM.

JIXUM cKa3as, YTo 3TO IOXOXE Ha TeJIeBU30p, U OHU
MpOBeJIM MOJIHA, Habmoaas 3a U3BMeHEeHUAMU, Clledylo-
MMM 3a KpukaMH O Mboit. Ho xpuyaTh HyXHO
6bUIO B paBWIbHOM ToHe. I10TOM OHM GpoaWIM NOBCIO-
Iy ¢ KPpMKaMM, IIeHHeM IIM IPOCTO Pa3roBapMBaIH C
MauiyHaMu. Y HecKobko 0XW10. 3TO HEMHOIO IIyTajo.
Ho Bcerma psmoMm c¢ Heit 6sutn Mep, Tupo, Muya u
IpyTHe KO’OThI, He roBops yxe o JI>kuMe, ¥ T03TOMY OHa
He o4yeHb Gosutack.

Temeps OHa TOMBITATACH BCIIOMHUTH, KaKue 3BYKM
OXUBWIM TMOCAeIHIOI MalIMHYy — TY, YTO OHM HaUUIH
Buepa. Ha Heil ToXe 3aropeiunch Kakue-To HaAMMCH, HO
KpOMe HMUX MOSBWIMCh M pUCYHKM. M Kko’orhl Torma
MPUIIUTH B OoJIbllIOe BO30YXIeHNe. Mep Imociaia MbIC/b:
3TO ‘OffHA M3 MalllMH, KOTOpbIe 3HAIOT, KaK paboTaTh C
METaJIOM.

Bor u Temepp JIXuM OIyCTWICSA Ha IOJN, DIAOA Ha
MallIMHy, ¥ HayaJl KpU4aTh, ¥ B 3TO BpeMs BolUIa AHa.
OHU 3HaIH, YTO OOJBIIASA KO OlIKa C CepedpHCTOoil ep-
CTBI0 — OIHa M3 MpeABOAUTENIeif Hapoaa KO’OTOB —
NPWIETHT K HUM Ha JapyroM ciaepe. AHa BhIicaylIana
cooburenne Tupo o monomMke ¢aepa, NMOTOM BCTala Ha
3a[HHe JIalbl, IOJIOXUB NMepeaHye Ha AIIUK neped [ xu-
MOM, eIBa He IPIDKMMAsICh HOCOM K MallIHHe.

«Téruroe... — sACHO HIOHeciach MBICIb AHBL JIUIH
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MDbit cena pAmIoM ¢ MATPYMKOM. — DTa MallMHA MOXET
OXUTb».

— Bo3moxHo... — Havyan J[>XKMM BCIyX, M TOJNBKO
TI0TOM Mepelén Ha MBICIIEHHYIO peyb: €My OHa JaBajlach
TpyaHee, yeM I Mbaii.

«Bo3MoxHo, oHa u oxuBeT. Ho Kak oHa pefcTByeT?
— MaJIbYUK B3[IAHYI Ha Ot Mait. — Xoyenrp Ionpo-
6oBaTh?»

Jixum xMmypwicd, 1 Ot M»ait 3Hana, YTO OH He
X04eT MPU3HABaTh, YTO He MOXET 3aCTaBUTh 3Ty Ma-
IIMHY paborath. Ha KoJeHe OH HepXald IUTOCKMIA
MpeIMeT, KOTOPbIif HallléJl B OMHOM M3 BEPXHUX IOMe-
LUCHUI U Terepb HOCWI B CBOEM Mellke. [ToBepxHOCTD
Yy Hero Kak JIUCTOK OyMaru, ¥ TaM Xe KperwIoch HeUTo
BpoAe py4yku. J[XuM, KaK MOT, CPMCOBBIBAI BCE, YTO
MOXET TPUTOOUTHCA: XOTS KAapTUHBI MEJbKATH CJIMIL-
KOM ObICTpO.

— Tol kpuyan rpoMko? — 3w M»aii cMoTpesia Ha
MallIuHY.

— I'poMko? ¥ MeHs BYepa YyTh ToJIOBa HE PacKoJjio-
nace! — orBetwn xxuM. — I'ntymas crapasg MaumrmHa! Ho
AHa cuuTaeT, YTO OHa MOXeT OBITh BaXHOil, U3-3a et
pPacronoXeHHus.

JI>xvM ObUT npaB. BoMbILIMHCTBO AILIMKOB-MAIlIHH CTO-
SUTIO TPYIMaMM WIM psiaMU. A 3Ta — OfHa B caMoM
KOH1Ie KOMHATHI Y JBEpH.

IMosswrace Mep. C Heit mén crapiuii Kko’or Muua,
KOTOPBII1 PYKOBOAWI PEMOHTHBIMH POGOTaMH KO’OTOB.
Bmectre ¢ Tupo oHu Momya cenm, o6epHYB XBocTaMH
JIarbl.
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O Maii mopbUiach B CBOEM MEIIKe M JOCTANIAa OANH
U3 CTPaHHBIX OyTepOpONOB C OYIOUKOI, KOTOPBIE M3r0-
TOBJISUTH MHILeBbIe MalIMHBL. OHa e1a MX yXXe TaK MHOTO
OHel, yTo Te OoJbllle He Ka3aIUCh €Ml . CTpPaHHBIMM.
IlepenBuHyB MellIoK K J[>XuMy, oHa Hayaja e€CTbh, IIpo-
JOJIXasl pa3rISiAbIBaTh MallHMHY.

Ora yyTh GONBIIE OCTAIBHBIX, U POBHAd IUTOLIAAKA
BIIEpEIH, Ha KOTOPOM MOSBISAIOTCS KapTUHBI, TOXE 60JIb-
me. DKpaH ceityac TéMHBIL. Ho AHa ckasama, 4To
MalllMHa T€IUIasg, OHa roropa K pabore. HyxHo Tonbko
MPOU3HECTH MPAaBWIBHBIA 3BYK.

O Mbaii npoXeBana ¥ NPOrJIOTIIIA GONBLIOH KyCOK
O6yrepbpoma. Habpana Bo3myxa ¥, mo-TpexHeMy Oepxa
ey, WMCITyCTWIa CEpUI0 KPHKOB, PE3KMX IIETKAIOLINX
3BYKOB M ITHCKOB.

OKpaH OCTaBWICA TEMHBIM.

— Bugumps? — JIXuM yKkaszan Ha SIUUK. — MBI He
CMOX€EM 3aCTaBUTh ero paborath. JIloou, JOMXKHO OBITH,
pasroBapuBaii ¢ HUM. Ho MBI He 3HaeM, YTO OHHM
TOBOPWIM, U HE MOXEM...

Qi Mbsit nokasana g3bIK YNIPAMOMY SIIUKY.

— 3nas crapas IITyKa! — MHOIAAa el Ka3ajock, YTO
MallIMHBI, cO30aHHBIe JIIoabMH, MTO-CBOEMY XUBEL ITpo-
CTO OHM OYEeHb IIYIIbI, M MIO3TOMY MX TPYIHO 3aCTaBUThb
JNeHCTBOBATb.

Ho Omm Mbait Huxorma He cmaBanach Jerko. OHa
Bcerna Obuna Takoit. IIpukaHuuBast cBoil GyrepOpor,
JeBoYKa IMPOAOKAIA Pa3sMBIUUIATH Hax nmpobemoit. Eciu
3TO camasl BaXHas MallIMHa, 3HaYUT JOJDKEH CYILeCTBO-
Barp ApYroil croco® 3acraBuTh €€ paboraTh. JXuM
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HCIIpo6oBal Bce CBOM 3BYKM, OHa — OOJBUIMHCTBO CBO-
yx. Ho Beb J0/KHO YTO-TO OXXUBUTD €€, B 3TOM I€BOYKA
ObU1a yBepeHa.

Jron HeHaBMIEeJM KO'OTOB, M 3BYKH KO’OTOB He
MOIJIM MPUBECTH B JEICTBUE HU OOHY MalinHy B ['opo-
ne. Ho pasBe 3Byk 0653aTeIbHO JODKEH OBITH ronocom?
BriepBrie O Moait monymana o6 3TOM.

«BepHo, — mocnbmuanace Meicib Mep. — Ho kakoit
3BYK, cecTpa?»

O Mait nmocMorpena Ha JXXuMa, KOTOpBIM Ipo-
JIOJIXaJI €CTh, U HaXMYypWIach.

— MoxeT, MBI OOJXHBI MCNPOOOBAaTh YTO-HUOYIb
Jpyroe, Kakoi-HUOyIb APYrou 3BYK...

— Kakoi1? — yrpioMo crpocwi MajbyHK.

O Mait ornaHynack. B yrily KOMHaThl Jrexana
rpyaa CTepXHeil U MeTaUIMYeCKOe TeJI0. ITO ObLT OJUH
U3 pOOOTOB-CTPaXXHUKOB, KOTOPHBIIT «yMep», Koraa o-
PO OTKIIOUWIH. Dut M3t HarpaBwiach K HeMy.

— Moxelb CHATBH 3T0? — JepXa OOHY M3 METALIU-
YECKHUX PYK, DJUIM omigHylach Ha JIxkuma.

ManpuMK npUcoeqUHWICA K Heil, B3sUicd 3a PYKY M
Hayas g€praTb B3ag M Briepén. HakoHel oHM yCIbIIamu
CKpEXET MeTajUla 0 MeTaJLl.

— HagepHoe, Bcé. 3aueM Tebe oHa?

— XoYyy mocMOTpeTh, KaK OHAa 3BYYMT...

JIXX1M OTKpPBUI CBOI MEILIOK, KOTOPBIH HOCHI ¢ coboit
M B KOTOpPHIH 6pocan BCAKME MEJNKHUE MHCTPYMEHTSI,
KYCKHM MIPOBOJIA, CTEPXHH, BCE, YTO HAXOMWI B 3MAHHH.
OH 3aHsICS BWISBILMMCA poGOTOM M BCKOpPE MPOTIHYI
O Mait 0TCOeAUHEHHYIO PYKY.
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IleBouka He OYEHb XOPOLIO NpeACTaBIwIA, KaK MC-
nonb3yeT e€. Moxet, MbIcib Boobuie rynad. Ho oHa
BEpHYJIach K MallIMHe-AIIWKY. [IpoTsaHyIa pyKy 1 Haya-
Jla HerpOMKO CTy4YaTh KO Kpalo MaluuHbel. M1 mpu atom
TIOBTOpsJIa 3BYKU, KOTOphle HEHCTBOBAIM Ha Apyrue
MalLWHBI.

ITocTeneHHO yaapsl CTAaHOBWIMCH TPOMYE U ITOIYEp-
KHYTei1, a 3ByKM — Ipomue M Bbille. Bce cMoTpenu Ha
3KpaH, HO Ha HEM HUYEro He MEHSJIOCh. DKpaH He
3aropajcs.

Vnap... kpuk... ITorom...

— Bot oHo! — kpuxkHyn JIxuM.

DKpaH BCIBIXHYJI, HO TYT Xe Iorac.

— Ilonpobyit 3To cHOBa, Dt Mait!

IToTrpeGoBanock YeTsipe MOIBITKH, NpeXIe YeM OHa
CHOBa HaIllyIiaJla HyXHYI0 KoMOuHauuio. Ha aror pa3
3KpaH ocTayicd ocBell¢HHBIM. Ho Ha HEM He MOSIBWIOCH
TeX CTPAaHHBIX 3aBUTYIUEK, KOTOpHIE, [0 MHEHUIO JIXu-
Ma, 6bLTH HaamucsaMH. [loka3zamoch MHOXECTBO JIMH MM,
HeKOTOopkhie MpsAMbIe, Ipyrye Kpusble. Kaxnas KapTHHKa
JepXaach TOJIbKO HECKOJbKO MITHOBEHU, ITOTOM MCYeE-
3ana. J[X1UMy MMOKa3anocCh, YTO 3TO KapThl.

OH yXe obpaluyancsi K Ko’oTaM, Koraga OHM pasris-
ObIBAIM KapTMHKM Jpyrux MamuH. Ho ko’oTel He
MPUBBIKIM K KapTaM. B HUX caMuX 3aKITI0YEH yKa3aTelb,
KOTOPpBIif Bceria BHIBOAUT MX K IOMY — KaK M Ha pOJHOI
riaHete JIxknma. Y1 M He HyXHBI KapThl IUIS1 YKa3aHUSA
ITyTH.

IToaToMy OoHM He pacrno3HaBaiM KapThl. Ho TyT He-
OXHUAaHHO 3aroBopwi Mwuya. OH NpUIOZHAICA ¥
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MaIUMHBI, KaK Jesiajia paHee AHa, M ero CTpoifHast Kpe-
MoOBas Jialla yKa3ajla Ha 3KpaH.

«9TO0 3HaKk MeTrauial» — ero MbICiab-peyb 3By4yasia
6picTpo. OTHOBPEMEHHO OH CJIErKa 3apblyai.

JI>KMM TOPOIUIMBO 4YepTWI Ha CBOEM nucre. Eciyu ObI
KapTHHKa 3afepxanacs! HeT... oHa yxe noracia. OH Tak
paccepIWics, YTO eOBa He IHYJ MallWHY, KakK Jejiaia
paHblie Dt Moii. )

Tlosswincs el ABe KapTUHKH, ¥ 3KpaH norac. J>xuM
HaXMypWICS.

— He ycnen. HyxHo myctuth em€ pas.

D Mait nocnana meicnb Muye.

«Crapmmit 6par, — OHa Bcerga O4eHb CTapalach
OLITh BEXJIMBOM 110 OTHOIIEHHMIO K CTapILIMM KO’OTaM, —
a YTOo TaKoe 3HaK MeTauia?»

«DTOT 3HAK MBIl HaXOIWIH Ha BCeX 3aracax MeTasuia,
KOTOpBIe OpaJIu AJif PEMOHTA U JUIA MU3rOTOBJIEHUS HO-
BbIX Bemieif. OH Takoil Xe, KaK Ha 3TOH KapTHUHKe...»

— Kapra mraxtei, — JI>XMM 3aroBOpwI BCIYX, OQHO-
BpPeMEHHO TIOChUTast MbIC/Ib. — HyXHO nmocMoTpeTh cHoBa!
Hano sanyctuth e€ ewié pas, D Mai! Moxer, 3ta
LITYKa, — OH MOCTYYal 110 MalllMHe, — TPOJENAcT BCE
no-TpexHeMy?

Dum Mb»sii cHoBa Hayajga CTy4dyaTh MeTaJUIM4eCKOM
pykoit ¥ KpudaTth. OMsTh NPOLLUIO HEKOTOPOE BpeMs,
Mpexae YeM OHa IoJobpasna MpaBWIBHBIN 3BYK, X 9KpaH
3aropesica. Eil mpHIlUIOCh MpojenaTh 3TO YETHIPEXIbI,
npexne yeM JXKMM CKONMMPOBAT KapThl. Ycranas, Je-
BOYKa OIYCTWIAch Ha MOJ.

— Hy, monyunt THI cBolo KapTy, — cKasaja OHa. — A
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KaK HaiTu To MecTo? Ko’ OTBI He MoJIb3yl0TCA KapTaMu.

JI>xuM u3y4ain cBoii rpyobLit pucyHok. [a, 3To Hemnpo-
cro. OH nMpUKycWI CTpaHHYI pyuyky. KapTel — Korma
OHM C Iaroif ¥ MaMoi1 OTIIPaBJISIJIMCh B IyTellIeCTBUE Ha
MallliHe, TO BCeraa MoJib30BAJIMCh KapTaMM. TOYKM 03-
HavaJI¥ TOpojia, a AOPOry UMeJIM HoMepa. A 3[1eCh TOIBKO
JIMHUM M HUKaKUX Opyrux obo3HayeHuil. Kpome Toro
3HaKa, KOTOpBIM, KaK cKa3an Muya, o3HayaeT MeTasLl.

DTOT 3HaK CTOSUI He BHM3y KapThl, CKopee B JICBOM
CTOpPOHE, YyTh B CTOPOHE OT JIMHUM, Beldylileil CBEpPXY
noHu3y. [pyrasg nuHUS npoxogwia cripaBa HaileBo. U
JIpyrye JUHUM He KacaJlUCh 3THX IBYX.

Ko’orhl ux He y3Halor. Kak xe Torma?..

Jxum 3acteul. BoaMoxHo, oH npaB. C Bo3ayxa! Mec-
THOCTb TOpa3fo Jierde pasIysIAeTh C BO3LYXa, YeM C
noBepxHocTH. Eciii 651 OHM MOIJIM B3IJISHYTH ¢ duaepa,
TO, BO3MOXHO, HauUUTK OBl gopory K maxre. EMy He
XOTeJIOCh AyMaTh O HOBOM I10JIETe BO iaepe, HO APYro-
ro HUYEero He NpHUIyMaellb.

«IIpexpacHoe mnpemioxeHue, Gpar-pogny. — Tupo
BCTQI U MOTAHYJICA. — XOTA MbI 1 YIIAEM U3 3TOT0 MecTa
C TSKEIBIMM BOCIIOMMHAHUAMH, — M OH C HU3KHUM
BOpYaHMEM HeHaBHMCTH omisagencsi. — Ho mnpeasapu-
TEJIbHO HYXHO TILATEJIbHO NMPOBEpPUTH (raep».

I'rasa 2
3axpuimuiii ocmposé

B Bo3ayx OHM MOAHSAIUCH Ha CIIEAYIOLIHIA JeHb. DIUTH
Mbsii, KOHeyHO, MpeArowia Obl IOWTH IEIIKOM, HO
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Tupo, Mep u Muya Kasaiuch O4eHb YBEpeHHBIMU, U
IeBOYKa He CTajla HUYeIro roBOPUTh, XOTS OHM He 3HAIHU
Jaxe, B KaKOM HanpaBleHMU JeTeTb. Mep, Tupo u
Muua cueaM Ha TepeJHUX CHUICHMSAX HOBoro, 6osee
MolHoro dmaepa. I Mboit u XXM BRIISABIBAIN
M3-3a MX ITyIUMCTBIX TOJIOB. DJUIM pasMbILUISLIA, KaK
JIX1M TepeHecéT MOJET Mocjie aBapuy, HO MaJIb4HK
TOJIBKO TOJIOXWI CBOM PHCYHOK Ha KOJIEHHM M CMOTpeJ
BHHU3, CTapasCh paslIsAeTh XOTh YTO-HUOYIb MOXOXeEe.
Kapra fornotiwia Bcé ero BHUMaHue, He MO3BOJISAS eMy
BCIIOMMHATh BBHIHYXAECHHYIO ITOCAIKY.

OHM 1o mMpokoMy Kpyry obiaereamn I'opon Jliomei,
TOTOM CJieJIali BTOPOi1 KpyT, elwé mmpe. C KaxabpmM
HOBBIM pPa3oM KpPYr yBeJIMYHMBAIMCh, a THpPO BElX Ma-
IIMHY Ha caMoil Manoil ckopocTtu. Beckope oHM Gonblire
He Buaenu I'opon, TOT MpeBpaTWICA B TOYKY Ha ropu-
30HTE.

— Kak HacuéT Tex xonMoB? — cripocwn JxuM, yka-
3piBad MuMo Muuu u Mep Ha ceBep. — Ha Hamiei
IUIaHeTe IIaXThl YacTo OBIBAIOT PaCIOJIOXEHBI B ropax,
— OH HamnpsIXXEHHO MBITAICA BCIIOMHUTH BCE, YTO 3HAN O
maxrax. Ho Takux cBeaeHuit Habpaioch COBceM HEMHO-
ro. A y Jliogeit 3mech MOIIM ObITh abGCOJIIOTHO HHBIE
CIOCOOBI NMONTYYeHUST PYIbL.

Tupo nocayurHo HanpaBwt ¢aep K ropaM. TyT oHU
CHOBa CTaJIM JIeTaTh B3aa U Briepéa. Ho BHM3y HUUTO He
HanoMuHaso Kapty [IxxuMa. MoxeT, oH omu6c¢s, yHbUIO
ayman IxxuM. MoxeT, To GbLTa BoBCe M He KapTa.

Masnpuux npoBeE Mo JUHUAM NanbueM. OfnHa U3 HUX
LU1a MPSAMO, CIIMILKOM IpSAMO JUIA peKu. MoxeT ObITb,
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popora? Ho oH He BHAeN HMKAKUX JOpPOT, MOYILIMX OT
ropoaa. MHorma eMy Ka3anocs, uto JI1oau rmosbs30Banuch
TonbKO braepaMu.

— Jopora... ecau 6sI Mbl YBUIEAU OOpOry, — IIO-
JYMaJI OH.M CKa3aJl 3TO BCIIYX.

Tupo noBepHyn ¢maep oT XonMoB. Termepb OHM Ha-
npaBUAMCh Ha 3amag, M TYT JXUM YJIOBMI
MBbICJIb-COO0IIeHHE OONMBIIOTO KO’ 0Ta:

«Mecro, 1o KoropoMy nepeauranucek Jlroau. Takoe
ecTb. OHO BeIET K Bole, KOTOPYIO Helb3sl IUTh...»

Jxum ynuBmica, Ho Tupo HMYero He cral obbAc-
HATb. MaJIbYMK Xe BHUMaTeJIbHO CJIeIWI 32 MECTHOCTBIO,
OXHJas MOSABICHUA JIMHUM, KOTOpasl COBraia Okl C JIU-
HUEH Ha KapTe.

— Bot! Cmotpu, 9w Mait! Bor ona!

OHHU AeHCTBUTENIBHO JIETEIU Teleph Hal YeM-TO, Ha-
noMUHaIUM gopory. OHa ObUTa OYEeHb y3Kasd M
6necrauias. Tupo nosén ¢raep BIOAb HeE, U MTOcepean-
He 3TOi CTPaHHOM JIMHUM-IOPOTrY MTOKa3aIMCh KaK1e-TO
Kpyrisle nipeaMeThl. C Bo3ayxa OHM HallOMUHATM KOH-
CepBHbBIe OaHKH, COeOMHEHHBIE U YIOXEHHbIE HaOOK.

Muya npyokal HOC K KYIOJYy KalThl U ITOCMOTpeN
BHM3.

«TaM HeT XM3HM, — TepeJal oH. — MoXxHo crmyc-
KaTbcs 6e3 cTpaxas.

Tupo nocagun ¢raep, ¥ OHU TOPOIUTHBO BHIOPATHCE.
Ipunwiock 3aauparth roloBkl, YTOGH! YBUAETb BEPXYLIKU
3TUX KpYIVIBIX NpeaMeToB. OHM GbUIM MeTaUIMYECKHE, a
Ha QoKaXx y HHX pacloj3ajiiCh KOpHYHEeBBIE IIATHa,
CIOBHO OHM Hayalu pXaBeTb. JJOJDKHO OBITH, JIeXaTH
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3mech AaBHO. MoXeT, ¢ TOTO CaMOro BpeMeHH, KakK
JTrogu 3akpeutuchk B Topone.

W X0’ 0TbI U IETU HAYYWIHNCh YPe3BbIYAKHO OCTOPOX-
HO MpuGIIDKaThCA KO BceMy, caeaHHoMy JliogbMu. OHM
Ha TOYTHUTCIBHOM YIAICHUM OOOLUTH 3TU OaHKHU.

Oy Mbit 3Hana, YTo KO OThI YyBCTBYIOT JIOBYLUKU
JTrogeit. U nmotomy xmana, moka Mep u Tupo He 3asBu-
U, 4To 31ech OesomacHo. Ho yyrh moroas, momoiins
OyimKe, JeBOYKa YIUBIEHHO BOCKIMKHYJIA:

— 3t0 Xe BoBce He gopora! [Tocmorpure!

To, 4Tro cBepxy KasajJiocb POBHOH IOBEPXHOCTHIO,
0Ka3a70Ch PBOM WIM KOJNe&il C IIagKUM ITOKpHITHEM,
MTOXOXHMM Ha METaJUI, KOTOPBIiA IOBCEMECTHO HCIIONb30-
Baics B [opome. KpoMe Toro, Tenepb OHM pasrisaesu,
YTO OHO NEPBOTrO M3 LIWIHHAPOB OITOSCHIBAJ 00OAOK,
TOYHO BIMMCHIBAaBIUUICA B MPOGWIb KOAEH.

JIXM M3YMIEHHO pasIIfidbIBa BCE 3TO.

— IToxoxe Ha moe3x, — MeIJIEHHO IPOrOBOPHI OH.
— OHH TYT CKOJB3WIH... — MAJIBYUK 3arJIIHYJ B POB,
[TOTOM ITOCMOTpeJ Ha OaHKM.

Muya npol1uén BoJIb OCTAaHOBUBLLIENCS LIETTOYKH LU~
JIUHIPOB.

«[IeTE€HBIL NpaB, — MOC/BIIANACH IO MBICTb. — 3TO
BaroHsI Jlogeii».

IToroM oH momomén K OiyKaifilieMy M, NMPHHIOXaB-
LIUCh, BO3OYXIEHHO BBITHY/I PbDKE-30JIOTUCTYIO CITMHY.
HobpaBUIMCh Xe 10 CepeAMHbI BaroHa, KO’OT NpyoKacs
HOCOM K €TI0 ITOBEPXHOCTH. «31eCh OTBEPCTHE», — CO00-
LIWI OH.

Bce yeTBepo MOCHEIUWIM IIPUCOESAUHHUTBCS K HEMY.
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JI>XMM NpOBEJ pYKOIi IO KpasM IUTOTHO 3aKPBITO OBab-
Hoil aBepu. OTJIOXMB KapTy, HaXaJl o0OEMMH pyKaMH.
IIBepb He OTKpbIBaach. MaJlbYUK M30 BCEX CWIT MOIIbI-
TQICA BCIIOMHMTD, KaK OTKDPBIBAIOTCS MOBEPU 3e€MHBIX
MOC310B, HO He cMOr. MoXeT, U 3IeCh HyXeH 3BYK.

Ay Mai, npucoenuHUBILIAsACS K HeEMy, BbIcKa3ana
MpennoaoXeHUe.

— JIBepu B ['opoge — TbI TOJIKAN UX B CTOPOHY, a He
B cepeaIWHy. MoXeT, 3TH JeiCTBYIOT TakK Xe.

Iloyemy oH caMm He moayman o6 3ToM? JIXuMy He
MOHpPaBWIOCH, YTO DUt M3ii BcnoMHWwIa 06 3TOM paHb-
e ero. OH OBICTPO CMEHWI MECTO M CTal HaXuMaTh
BJIeBO. DM M3t mpuxana psaoM CBOM KOpHYHEBBIE
nanbyuky. OHM HaXalu BIBOEM.

IMocnemuancg ckpexer. JIBepb HEMHOTo Toganach.

— Tonkait! — npuka3san JIxum. — 3aeno. E€ gosiro He
OTKPBIBAJIH. ‘

OHM TONKaTM M30 Bcex cwil. JIBepb HEMHOro Io-
Jaach, HO Jajibllie CABUHYTb CTBOPKY OHM HE CMOINIM. A
1eab ObUTa CIMILIKOM Y3Ka, YTOOBI OHU TPOLUTH BHYTPb.
M xak OHM HM CTapaluch, OQHAKO PACLIMPHUTh € He
CMOTJIH.
~ Ho Muya jicrko npocyHy B Liefib rosiosy u rieun. M
MIHOBEHME CITyCTSA MBICJIb, TPOMKasi, KaK KPHK, JOCTHI-
Jla UX CO3HaHMUS:

«Metaut! MHoro Metayuta! 3aMeyaTeIbHasi Haxoakal»

JIXUM Ts>KeJIo ObIlIajl OT YCWIHiA, BBITUpas pyKoM
not co a6a. Hy u yro, yro Metan? llaxry-To oHU He
Hauuti. MaJIbyMK cesi Ha 3eMJII0 M CHOBa ITOCMOTpeJ Ha

KapTy.
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Ko’oTsI Bo3winck y Barosa. J1o;mkHO ObITh, 3TO Aeii-
CTBUTEJIbLHO KOIa-TO OBbLI BaroH, a BC¢ BMeCTe — IMOe3.
OHM IIPOTHUCHYJIMCh B 1ENb, CIUIUKOM Y3KYIO0 OIS Oe-
Te, ¥ OCMaTPUBAIN HAXOIKY.

— HaBepHoe, oHM CMOIyT 3TO HCIOJB30BaTh, —
JI>XKMM MaxHyJ1 PyKoil Ha 1lIeCTh BATOHOB, — HO HaBceraa
9TOro He XBaTUT. Jlo/KHa OBITh Ie-TO ILIaxTa, ¥ HaM
HYXHO HaliTM e¢.

Dutu Mbait cena psiaoM ¢ HUM, ITOCMOTpeJa Ha KapTy.

— Ho ecnu 370 Xene3Has gopora, — JeBoYKa ITpoOBe-
JIa TI0 IMHWHM TTaJiblieM, — TIe-TO OHAa KoHYaeTca? A 4To
TaM, B KoHlIe?

JIKM KMBHYJI.

— MoxerT, BOT 34ech, — noka3aja oH. — OHa Kak-To
coequHseTCA ¢ ropoaoM. My coeauHsuiach KOraa-To.
Tak 4TO WIaxTa JOJXXHA HAaXOAUTHCA TaM... — OH ITOJy-
0bepHYJICA 1 yKa3al B IPOTUBOITONIOXHOM HallpaBIeHUH.
— HaM HyXHo Tyna.

«MBI noitnéM Tyaa, OeTEHBIU-POAWY, — THUPO BhHI-
6pascs U3 ABepHOI Lieau. — TBOM paccyXmeHUd HaloT
Hagexay. Muya XoyeT OMnMpeaeuTh pa3Mephl 3TOro Ho-
BOHAIECHHOTO COKPOBHMILIA, AaXe €CIIM OHO M He JacT
HaM Bc€ Heobxomumoe. Tak YTo JeiiCTBUTEIBHO HYXHO
HalTH €ro MCTOYHUK»

Muua ocrasics y moesaa, a Aetu BMecte ¢ Mep u Tupo
CHOBa cenu Bo ¢aep. OHM MoneTen BOOMb HOPOTM U
BCKOpe YyBHIEIU Oeper, Ha KOTOPBIH OOpPYUIMBATHCH
BOJIHBL. THpO omycTwn ¢aep HUXKe.

«Ilnoxas Boma, — o6bABWI OH. — E€ HeNb3qd MUTh...»

— Mope! — IxuM npuxancsa K 6oky ¢maepa. — U
CMOTpHU — Kopabu!
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Hopora 3akaHuYMBanach IIMPOKHMM KOJBLOM. 31ech
BAISJIOCh elllé MHOrO BaroHOB-0AHOK U CTOSUIM He-
ckonbko 3maHuit. He Takue Ooiblive, Kak 3aaHUSA
T'opona, 1 B 11e;ToM OHM OBUTH YCTPOEHBI onMHakoBo. Ha
Gepery packMHynach NpUCTaHb, Bo3lle KOTOPOif B Mope
BUIHEINCh HECKOJIBKO Kopabieit. Tolbko aBa M3 HUX
ellE aepXaauch Ha IutaBy. KopImyca ocTaibHBIX MOKPHI-
Bajia Boja.

— Tam yro-To ectb! — Dtn Mbaii yKasana Ha Mope.
— ITocMoTpuM, yTO 3TO!

Ona oxasasnach npasa. J[XXUM ToxXe 3aMeTWI TEMHOeE
MaTHO Ha Boae. OHO CTpaHHO BHIVIAAEIO M ObUIO Ha-
MOJIOBUHY CKpbITO TymMaHoM. C OGepera ObUIO BUOHO
TOJIBKO TEMHOE IATHO.

Tupo pasgennn a06OMBITCTBO DM Mait, moromy
YTO MOBEN ¢uiaep Had BOAOM K TyMaHHOMy MecTy. OHU
Tom/IeTaIk OJIDKe, U TATHO CTAaHOBWIOCH BCE OoJIbllie U
6onpire. OgHAKO TyMaH OBUI TaKoil I'yCTOH, UTO HHUKa-
KHMX NMOAPOOHOCTEH TaK M He MOSABIAIOCH.

HeoxunaHHo ¢daep HaKIOHWICA M YyTh He ynaia B
Boay. Tupo B3m€pHYJ ronosy, a Mep saurumnena. ®naep
Pe3KOo B3AJ BIPpaBO, pa3BepHYJICA M IMOJeTeJ Hasalg K
Oepery.

— Yro cayywrioch? — yIUBIEHHO cnipockt J[KuM.

«Tyr 3amura... Pa3sBe ThI He MOYYBCTBOBAI?» — CIIPO-
cwia Mep. .

— MbI HMYEro He IOYYBCTBOBAIM, — OTBETHIA 3a
06omx i Mait. — 3To Mpo3Byyano B BalllMX roaosax?

«IMeHHO TaK, AeTEHBIL-POAUY, — OTBeTIIa Mep. —
3auura, ycraHoB/lIeHHas JIIogpMu».
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— Ho ecnmn oHM ycTaHOBWIM 3alUUTy, — 3aMeTWI
XM, — 3HA4YuT, TaM YTO-TO BaXHOE.

JomxHo ObITb, 3TO U €CTh TO MeECTO, B KOTOPOM
BaroHbl 3arpyXajiu MeTautoM. Toraa 3To waxta. Ho kxro
CIBIIIAT O IlIaXTax B Mope?

Tupo npusén dnaep K Gepery ¥ nocagi MalllUHy Ha
OTKPBITOI TUIOLIaAKe BO3JIC 3AaHuii. Bce BpILUIM M OC-
TOPOXHO omngaeauchk. MchbiTaB yXacHble JIOBYLUKU
Topoaa, oHM omacaluchk, YTO U 3[ECh X MOXET XAaTh
yTo-HUOYah nomobHoe. HeMHoro norons Tupo nokayain
rOJ0BOM.

«MEpTBOE MeCTO,— ITOMBICIII OH, — TYT HET XHWBbIX
MallliH».

OnHaxko JI>XMM cUuTalN, YTo BCE XXe Hy>XKHa OCTOPOX-
HocTb. Y1 oH yroBopwiI Ko’0TOB, YTO OHH ¢ D Mait
JOJIXHBI MOUTH mnepBbiIMU. OHM Beob yXe yOeauITuch,
YTO CTPaXXHMKH, OCTaBIeHHbIe JIIOAbMM, MX He TPOraloT,
a Tupo u Mep MOTIYT 0Ka3aThCs B OMACHOCTH.

B nepBbIX ABYX 3HaHUAX OHMU YBMICIU TpPyAbl Me-
TAUIMYECKUX OpPYCKOB. A B TpeTbeM IOMEUICHUH —
OosiblIME YaHBl, TOJIHbIE METAJUIMYECKUX OKaThIIIeH:
KPYIJIbBIX, pa3MEepoOM C TajlbKy, WIM MEHBLIMX, KaK
mynu. 34ech Xe pa3Meliaioch YCTPOMCTBO, KOTOpPOE
MOIJIO ObITh MeYblo. 30eCh LIAPUKM PACIUIABIUIMCh U
OTJIMBAINCH B OpycKH.

«bonpmas Haxonka! — Tupo 6pUT OYeHBb BO3OYXIEH.
— Temnepb y Hac ecThb BCE HeobxomuMoe».

JxuM momo6pan HecKONBKO MeTALUTHYECKUX IIapH-
KOB M TIPOITYCTWJI MX MEXIY MaJbLiaMH.

— [Jla, 3TO MOMOXET INPOJIEPXaThCs KaKoe-TO BPeM.
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Ho MpbI He HauUTH Mraxty. A eci ObI HAllUTM, TO BCeraa
uMeau Obl HeobxomuMoe. Eciau mraxra TaM, — OH KUB-
HYJ1 B CTOPOHY CTEHBI, BbIXOAALIEH Ha MOpe, — 3Ha4MT,
HaM HYXHO IIONacTh TyAa.

«To Mecro 3amMiLIeHO», — HAllOMHWIa eMy Mep.

— Ot K0o’0TOB, — MomxBaTwiIa DLIu Msit. — Ho Mel-
TO ¢ JIXXMMOM cMoXeM npoitu. M TaM, MoxXeT, HailnéM
YTO-HUOYAb CIOMAaTh — KaK CJIOMAIM Ty IUTYKYy B Topo-
Ile, OT4Yero Bce poOOTHI yMepiu. Toraa Bl TOXe CMOTIIM
ObI MPHIATHU...

JIXIM KMBHYII.

— Crour nomnpo6osats. Mb1 MoxXxeM B3ATb daep U
BOCITOJIb30BaThCS PYYHBIM yTipaBieHUeM. ITocMoTpuM,
YTO TaM.

Tupo 1 Mep nepernsaHynuch. XXMM 3HAI, YTO OHU
0o0CyXIa10T 3TO MpeIIOXeHHE, XOTA Temnepb HeTH He
CNBIIIATM HMX MBICIM. ManpuMk OBUT YBEpEeH, YTO ero
ClIoBa HMMEIOT CMBICI. Bapbep, KOTOpBII YAEpXHBaeT
KO’OTOB, HE OCTAHOBMUT JeTeil. DTO OHU JOKA3IH, POMas
B 'opon. Ho B To Xe BpeMs OH He OBLT YBepeH, YTO TaK
yX XouyeT MATH. YTO-TO CTpalIHOE CKPHIBAIOCh B TOM
3aTAHYTOM TYMaHOM MECTE B MOpe.

«TBOE mpeanoxeHHe pasyMHoO, — Ha 3TOT pa3 J[>xum
yaoBWI Mbicab Tupo. — JleHcTBUTEbHO, TH CMOXEIIb
BOCIIONB30BaThCA PYYHBIM YTIpaBiIeHHeM ¢iaepa, Kak
nenam Jliogu. Uoutre 1 mocMoTpuTe, YTO TaM, HO HE
CITyCKalTeCh ONIPOMETYUBO».

— He 6ecriokoitca, — oreerwn Ixym. — A Gynoy
OCTOpPOXEH. ‘

— M&I 6ymeM ocTOpOXHBI, — Dywtv Mbaii yXe Hanpa-
BWIACh K OBEPH.
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JIxamM 3Hat, yto Gecrioie3Ho ¢ Hei criopurb. OH
MoJo3peBall, YTo B INy6MHe ayniu Diutd Moaii Toxe He
XoyeTcsl OTIpaBNATbcd Tyda. Ho oHa HHU 3a 4yro He
COIJIaCHUTCSI OCTaThCA.

®naep nmogHMUMalCcA He POBHO, KaK MOJ YTIpaRIeHUEM
oneITHoro Tupo, Ho JIXXMM yXe IOJIb30BICA paHbllIe
pPYYHBIM YyripaBieHueM. Ckopo ¢aep HampaBwics B
Mope. Manpyuk TIOBEN €ro NnpsAiMo K TyMaHHOMY
OCTpOBY.

JI>XuM BHUMaTeIbHO ciewl 3a npubopamu. Ha Ta-
KoM dJaepe OH JieTall, KOIjia HeCKOJbKO MeCALIEB Ha3a/
OHM ¢ Dwin Msit oTmpaBWIMCh HcclefoBaTh Iopox
Jlropeitr. C Tex mop oH MHOTO NPaKTUKOBAICS B UCIOJb-
30BaHMH Pa3TMYHBIX MalMH Ko’ oToB. Ho Bceraa Gosuics
COBCPLIUTh OILIUOKY, XOTS He XOTeJ, YToOBl Dt Mait
noragainach o6 3TOM.

— Kak cTpaHHO OH BBIIVIAOMT... — DI Maii ToxXe
HaKJOHWIACh BIlepén. — Bcé B TymaHe...

YeM OMLKe OHU MOIIETATH, TEM MEHbIIE BUIEIH.
®naep norpyswicd B Heo6bMaHO IycToit TyMaH. JIXuM
Bech Hampsrcs. EMy BoBce He XOTeJIOCh 3aTepAThCA B
9TOM TyYMaHe M HaleTeTh Ha KaKoe-HUOYAb 3maHHe —
€CJIK TYT €CTb 3HaHMs.

— CwMmorpu! — Dmun Mbit npmxana 106 K cTeKiy.
ITox HUMU moKasanack IJ1aaKas IIOBEPXHOCTb, I0X0Xasd
Ha BEpXYyLIKy Goiblioro Kymona. TyT Herme ITOCaauTh
dnaep. IToxoxe Ha cTexio, Kak B KabuHe (aepa, XoTd
BO MHOro pa3 Oombuwe. TyMaH cagwicd Ha Hero M
KaIUISIMU CTeKaJI 110 MOKPHITHIO.

JxuM monetan B3aA M Brepén B TyMaHe. BHU3Y He
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6BUTO0 HUYETro, KpOMe OrpOMHOM BBITYKJION IMOBEpPXHOC-
i. «OHa 3aKpbIBaeT IUIOLIAZb Pa3MEpPOM B IIOJOBHHY
Topoma», — mnonyman [Ixum. Herme Onuio mpusem-
JINThCA, U HUYETo He ObUTO BUOHO. A 1noj u3rudamiieics
MOBEPXHOCTBIO TOXKE KITYOHIOCh KAKOe-TO 00JIaKO, TOJIEKO
emé ryme. ¥ Hudero He BUIHO.

HakoHew [I>xuM nmoBepHyn duaaep Hasan. OHU ¢ Din
M>5ii He MOTYT...

MU tyr Txum 3akpuyan. Onaep HBIPHYI, MaJbuMK
TOTePSUT KOHTPOJIb 3a Mpubopamy. Y ycipmuan KpyK
A Mbii:

— Het! He nyxuo!..

D10 OBLT He cTpax Iepel KpyuieHneM. CoBceM apyroe
— YTO-TO yXacHoe B rojiose. [leBouka pykKaMM 3axaia
yiId, HO He MoIjla 3arMylINTh TO, YTO CJbIlIajia B
CO3HAHMH.

He xpuk xo’otoB, coBceM gpyroe. Yto-To TaM OBLIO
BHU3Y — Y 3TO YTO-TO ObUIO PaHEHO M MCITYyTaHO, OYEeHb
CIJIBHO HCIYTaHO!

T'nasa 3
Kpux o nomowu

JIxuM ToXe mouyyBcTBOBal 3To. OH 3aTpsic roloBo¥,
Crapasch IpeomoneTb OGonb. D Mboit npasa! Tam
BHM3y YTO-TO XWBOE, €My CTPAIlIHO M yXacCHO OOJIBHO.
Ho 310 He ko’or. OHO He MOCHUTAIO MBICIb, KaK Mep
win Tupo. OHO MOINIO MepeAaTh TOJMBKO CTpax U 6OJIb.
M emy HyxHa 6bU1a ITOMOILB!

— MbpI D0DKHBI TTOMOYb... — DI M3 mprpkana
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JIaOHM K yuiaM. JleBouke GbLIO Tak IUIOX0, TpeboBaoch
HeMeIJIeHHO 4To-To caenaTb. Ho oHa He 3Haia, uTo
MMEHHO. — MBI JOJIXHBI CITyCTUTBCSI U TTIOMOYb...

— MB&I He MOXeM NpPU3EMIUTbCS, — OTBeTHI [IKMM.
— 3mech HeKyaa nocamuth ¢uaep.

OHM JeTanM B3al M BIepéd Hal BepIUMHOM KyTiona.
PoBHoOro Mecra mng mocagku He HaXOOWIOCh. A H3-3a
TyCTOrO TyMaHa HeBO3MOXHO ObUIO CKa3aTh, YTO HaXo-
JUTCS JaIbLle.

— BonpHo! — B Mbaii packayMBaiach Ha CJIMILI-
KOM TECHOM cHIeHUU. — BoasHO B romose!

— 3Halo... — JIXXUM pa3BepHyJ] diaep U HanpaBUWICH
CKBO3b TYMaH Ha3aj K Oepery.

— MBI Xe DODKHBI CITYCTUTLCSI M TIOMOYb! — 3aKpH-
yana 9 Mait. — A TH yBoauIlb Hac!

J>XuM oXuOan, yTo KOorjaa OHM BBUIETST M3 TyMaHa,
ouryuleHue B ronose ucyesHeT. Ho XoTh oHO M craio
MeHee HaIpKEHHBIM (CIOBHO YeJIOBEK IepecTal KpH-
YaThb Y MepeuIea Ha WEMNOT), OH NMO-IPeXHeMY MCIIbIThIBAT
ero.

— MBI MOXeM B3ATb JIOOKY... — DI M3t cMoTpena
Ha Bepdb M Ha KaTepa B Heil.

— Bpsan nu xakasg-Hubyas M3 HUX IOIUIBIBET, —
Bo3paswi JIxxuM. Kpuk rmoyrd cTux, ¥ OH He XOTeJl ero
BO3BpalLleHUA.

— MoxeT, XOTb OJHA MOIVILIBET. MBI AOKHBI UATH
— TBI 3HaeIb!

Ho Manpuuk He XoTen BO3BpamaThcs K TOMY 60Jib-
LIOMY ITy3bIPIO, B KOTOPOM HaXOJAWIOCh CYIIECTBO,
KOTOpOe NMPOHMKIIO B MX ronossl. JIXXuM nocagun ¢aep;
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M JeTH BBHIIUIM K TMOMKMIABIIMM MX Ko’oTaM. JIxuM
yBUzeNn, YTo Myya OCTaBWI OCTAaHOBMBLIMICA TOE€3[ U
npucoequHwica K Mep u Tupo.

D Moii Hayaa MBICJIEHHO paccKa3bIBaTh, €ILE He
KOCHYBLUMCh HOTaMHM 3eMJIM; OHa Aeawiack ¢ Mep u
OCTIbHBIMU MX OTKPBITHEM. JleBOUYKa 3abIXaTach, CJIOB-
HO BblMUIMBaJla 3TO BCIYX M OAHO CJIOBO OOIOHSIO
Apyroe. ,

«...M eMy 6onbHO. OHO HyXHaeTcs B IIOMOIIH...»

Mep notépnacek o Horu Dwm Mbait. Eé Mbicap yemo-
KauBaia.

«A yto 310, AeT¢HbIU? OHO rOBOPUT MBICIEHHO, KaK
KO’OTBI?»

Tupo 1 Muya HEMHUTAIOUINM B3T/IAOM CMOTpPEIH Ha
gerei. XXMM CHIBIOLIAT MX HeBBICKa3aHHBIE BOIIPOCHI
Bmecte ¢ D Mbait oHU pacckasanu BCE, YTO Y3HAIM:
0 KyTIoJie-ITy3bIpe MOBEpPX OCTPOBa, 00 3TOM KpHKe.

«He xo’or, — 3agymMuuBo nmoTopwi Tupo. — U He u3
Jomeit?»

I>XUM cesl Ha 3eMJTIO ¥ TIOTEP pyKoit 106. D Maii,
cumeBlIasg 3a HUM, CKpPeCTMB HOIM, Ilamwia Mep, u
Genast xo’omika Jaroil KocHynach eé meku. O6 3ToMm
Ixum He nogyman. MoxeT, oHM yi1oBWIM Npu3bB Jlio-
nei? Ho Benp JIiomu JaBHBIM-IaBHO 3allepiIUch B CBOEM
nocneagueM Topone.

U B 3TOM T'Opome HMKOro He OCTaJOCh, TONBKO Ma-
WMHBI ¥ poboThl. HeyXenn HecKONBKO YesIoBEK, MaXxe
OIMH WIH ABa €LI€ XUBYT TaM?

— OHo nocnano HaM MBICTB! — oTBeTIwIa D Mot
— A BH roBopwiu, yro Jliogu GosutMCh MBICIEHHOTO
Pasropopa. OHU TaK HUKOrJa He menaiu!

183



«3T0 Npasaa, — 3agyM4yuBo npobopMoran Tupo. —
BbI YBEPEHEBI, YTO 3TO He KO’OT?»

Hetn xuBHynu. Kpuk 6601 KakKMM-TO cTpaHHBIM. OH
He COCTOSLJI M3 HAacTOSIIMUX CJIOB, KaK MbIC/Ib Ko oTa. OH
NMepeaaBal TOJLKO YyBCTBa — OONM M CTpaxa.

«He Mammua, — ckaszan Mwuya. — MpblI He 3HaeM
MalIMH, KOTOpble MOIIM ObI TaK MNepelaBaTh YyBCTBa.
Ho torama yro xe 3to?» A

Oy Maii npUnogHsIach Ha KOJMEHSX.

— Mbl JODKHBI NOWTH Tyma M mocMoTpeTh! Tam
MPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO TUIOXOE, U, MOXET OBITh, MBI CMO-
XeM nomoub. Ecau B3ATh OOHY U3 JIOOOK... — JEBOYKa
yKasajla Ha IpUyajl, Iae Ha BoOe CLIE AEepXaIUCh IBE
JIOIKM.

JxuM 3aép3an. KoHeuHo, oH Toxe YyBCTBOBAI Tpe-
BOI'Y, HO MpeaBUIEN, KaKue TPYIHOCTH MX XayT. Jaxe
CCJIV OJJHA U3 JIOJOK €IlI€ Ha IUIaBY, KaK OHU 3aCTaBAT €¢
asuratbea? OH HUYEro He 3HaeT O JIOOKaX.

A ecly TaM UX YTO-To XAET?.. ¥ Hero HeT HU MUCTO-
JIeTa, HU Apyroro opyxus. Bo3spauiarecs riyrmo.

Omiu Mbaii cxBaTWiIa ero 3a pyKy.

— ITouutn mocmMoTpuM Ha Jgoaku! MbI JODKHBI Bep-
HYThCA...

— Xopouuo.

BMecre ¢ Ko’oTaMH OHM NMpPHULLUIM Ha mpuyal. Beero
3nech 6bUTO ceMb Kopabiei. [IBa Bansuinch Ha Gepery,
HOCHI MX 3apbUIMCh B 3eMJIIO, MPOOMB ITyOOKHE pPBBI.
Jpyrye TpU YaCTUYHO 3aTOHY/IM, CKPBUIUCH IOJ BOAOH,
M HaJl HUMHU IUIECKAIUCH BOJIHEI.

JI>XXIM OCTOPOXHO CTYMWI Ha mpuyai. ToT 6bu1 Kak
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6yaTo coenaH U3 TOTO € MeETalla, YTO M BarOHBI,
penbcol M Boobuie Bceé B I'opome. Koe-rne BugHenucs
natHa, ¥ Jxum crapaics wusberaTb HX, 60dCh, 4YTO
pXaBYMHa ocjabuia MOBEPXHOCTD.

JBe ToaKu, Moka eieé mepxaBlirecs: Ha BoJe, CTOTH
no ob6e cropoHsl npuyana. OmHa Iorpyswiach B BOAY
3aMeTHO cwibHee. [leTH, 3arITHYB BHYTPb, YBUACIH, YTO
BHYTpU cTouT Boja. CIMIIKOM PUCKOBAaHHO ObUIO ObI
TIOMTH HAa HEW.

Mirda mpowmén K ApPYro JOAKE M MBICIbI0 MO3BaT
OCTAIBbHBIX.

«DTa Kak 6ynaro cBobomHa oT Bomnl. M y Heé ecTh
py4yHOe yTIpaBieHMe, KaK Y (aepoB».

OH okasaicd npas. Jlogka 6bUTa MeHbLIE APYTUX, U
BOAbI B HEll 0Ka3aJoCh COBCeM HeMHoro. IlepemHioro
YyacTh 3aHMMAJIM CHIEHHUsS, Kak Ha c¢duaepe. Ho 3mech
OHM ObUIM GoybllMe M IpegHa3HaYeHbI, HECOMHEHHO,
g Jliogei. Tlepen neBbIM CHOEHHEM pacnolarajiuch
npubopsl yIpaBlieHUs, Kak Bo ¢aepe.

JIxuM, a Belteq 3a HUM DUtk M3ii 3aryITHYIU B pyoKy.
3a cHIeHUAMY OCTaBAIOCh GOJIBIIOE IMTPOCTPAHCTBO, KaK
B rpysoBuke. O4yeBUOHO, Mcye3HyBlIMe Jliogu 4TO-TO
MepeBO3IIN B TaKHX JIOAKAX.

HeTtH, pacriéckvBasg MYTHYIO BoAdy, INpobpaiuck K
cumeHuaM. IxuM cel B JeBoe.

— CMoxellb BeCcTH €€? — cnpocwia Dumd Mboii.

— He 3Halo.

Ocranoch U Yy TogKu roprouee? MoxHo 6buto momn-
po6Gosatb. HeMHoro nmo6ausasicb, MaTbuiK HaKJIOHWICA
BriepE M ITOBEPHYI PYUYKY, KOTOpoH Ha ¢aepe BKIOYa-
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eTCs OBUTaTeNlb. Pyyky 3aejio, TaK YTO €My NpPUIUIOCH
NOBOpPayMBaTh €€ 00EMMM PyKaMU U MOCTENEHHO.

JloBOJIbHO OONT0 HUYEro He Mpoucxomwrio, U Jxum
MoAyMaJl, YTo, NNoA00HO CBOUM CO3AaTeNsIM, MOTOP JIOI -
KH MEPTB.

INoToM mocneuancsa Kauuigoumuii 3Byk. Jloaka
B3IporHyna u oxwia. OTpe3sisiolias MbICIb 3aCTaBWIa
JI>kuMa 3akone6GarbCs. A YTO, €CIU JBUTaTENb OCTa-
HOBMTCA Ha IIOANMYTH K ocTpoBy? JIXMM HeMHOro
yMeeT IUTaBaTh, HO OH COMHEBAJICA, YTOObI yMesa DUt
Mboii.

Ho ecnu y Hero u 6601 cOMHEeHUS, Dt Mait ux He
pasgensuta. OHa yXe MBICJIEHHO IOMNpocWIa KO’OTOB
oTaaTh KoHUBL. Y npexne yem JI>XuM ycrien Bo3pa3urk,
JIO[Ka 3aKayajaCh Ha BOJIHaX.

— Brrcrpeit! — npukasana D Moit. — Mbl 1o/mk-
HbI MPUIVIBITh TYAQ M TIOMOYb...

— KoMy nomous? — cripocun JIXuM.

Teneps noaka myrana ero eue conpire. OH poBepua
NMpUOOpPHI, BIIOJIHE NMOXOXHE Ha yIpaBieHHe ¢aepa, U
nmomymaii, 4to cymeeT BecTH e€. Ilo kpailiHeit Mepe, OH
HaJesUIcsd Ha 3TO.

— IToMoup TOMy cyiliecTBY! — JQeBOYKA MCITBITHIBAIA
HeTeprieHHe. Pykoil oHa moka3ajia Ha OCTpOB, KOTOPBIM
C yPOBHS Mops Ka3aics 6ecopMeHHOM TeHbIO Ha BOJE.

JIXVIM rmy6oKo B3AOXHYJ M IBHMHYJ JIOOKY. Telo ero
OHCMeJIO, U MAUIBYMK CTapajicd He NyMaTb O TOM, YTO
MPOU3OHIET, €CMU ABUTATeNb AEHCTBUTEJBHO OCTaHO-
BUTCA M OHU C Ok Mbsit He CMOIyT BEpHYTbCd Ha
Oeper.
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BpeMsa or BpeMeHM MOTOp HayMHan Kauuiats. U
KaXelii pa3 JI>kKuM ObUT yBEpeH, UTO TOT COBCEM 3arJIOX-
HeT. 3aTauB AbIXaHUE, OH XIaJl, Koraa paboTa HalaguTcs.
OHu gBUTANMCh TOPa3go MeeHHee, YeM Bo (dmaepe, a
BOJIHBI JeJaIM MyTh CIIE TPYIHEE.

JI>XXIM He XOTeJl OIIAObIBAaTbCA U CMOTPETh Ha Jajc-
Kuii 6eper. Jlonka 1u1a Briepéx, HO OCTPOB, Ka3alioCh, He
npubmrkancsa. Ha ypoBHe Mopsi TyMaH okasaics elé
Tylle.

HeoxunanHo [[>XMM IoTepsisi BCAKOE XeJaHUe BO3-
Bpauatbcs. YTo-TO B HEM MOSIBWIOCK... YYBCTBO, YTO OH
0o0s13aH MPOIOJDKATh...

Oruu Maii -onsaTh 00XBaTWIA pyKaMH ToJIOBY, 3aXala
yumn. 1 IxuMm Ttoxe ymoBwi 5To. Craboe 4yBCTBO, C
KaXIbIM MTIHOBCHMEM CTaHOBMBILeecsl cwibHee. He
CcTpax, TOJIbKO 00Jib, YXXacHas OoJb!..

3wtn Mbsii IUIOTHO 3aKphUla IJiasa.

— BricTpeit! — 3akpuyana oHa. — BricTpeii!

Ho HeBO3MOXHO ObUIO YCKOPUTB NPOIBIDKEHHE JIOA-
KH; XOTSI OHU TIPOJOJDKAIM NpUOIDKaThesa K ocTpoBy. U
TYT XaJOOHBIM KPUK NPEKpaTIWICId, OCTaBUB CTPAaHHYIO
MyCTOTY Y TUILIMHY B CO3HaHMM.

Omuu Mbsit omycTwia pyxu.

— OHo yMepJi0, — HETPOMKO CKa3ajla oHa. — MubI He
TIOMOTJIM BOBpEeMs, U Tellepb OHO yMepJio!

JxuM 6bU1 cornaceH ¢ Hewo. Ho xorma oH nompo6o-
Bl TEPEKIIOYMTh NMPUOOPBI, HUYEro He ITOJyYWIOCh.
Jlonka mpomosokaiia UATH BIEpE.

OnHu yxe mobpamucek A0 TyMaHa. JIxamM cpaxaics ¢
npu6opamu. Ecan Tak OyaeT NpoxonKaThesi, OHU MOTYT
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yaaputbca 060 4yTo-HUOYymb B TymMaHe. Ho Kak oH HM
TSHYT M HYU TTOBOPaYMBaI, HUUEro He OTKIMKAJIOCH.

— 51 He Mory ocTaHOBUTB eé&!

Oumn Mbait xkuBHyna.

— PasBe ThI He YyBCTByellIb? — CIIPOCHIA OHA. .

«UTo 4yBCTBY10?> — MeJIbKHYJIA TIepBast MbICIb JIKH-
Ma. Ho 1yt xe oH mouan. YIx mpursirusaet! U He TO
CYILIECTBO, KOTOpPOE 3BaJI0 Ha MOMOIb, @ YTO-TO APYTOE.
He xuBoe... 370... HeT, OH He MOT OOBSICHUTD, YTO HX
nputarusBaeT. Ho 3To oyeHb cTpaurHo.

TymaH Tak cryctwics, YTo OHM HUYeTro He BHUACTH 3a
npegeaaMu pyoku. OH ObUI IycTOM M BIaXHBIM, KakK
HaCTOSIUI OOXIOb. DU Moail moBoawia pyKoil nepex
JIMLIOM, HO pa3orHaTh TYMaH U XOTb YTO-HUOYAb YBUIETD
TaK M He cCMorJa.

DTO MeCcTO 0Ka3anoch JaXe CTpalIHee MOJTYAUTUBOTO
T'opona. O T'opoge OHM XOTh HEMHOIO CHBILIAIH, a 00
3TOM OCTPOBE HE 3HAIU HHMYero. To, YTO MPUTATUBAIO
X, — MEPTBO, U Dtn M»aii ctano crpaurHo. Koraa kro-
TO 3BajJ, OHa XOTejlla TOJBKO IPUHMTH U Nomoyb. Ho
Terepb... JleBouka B3sta J[XXKyYMa 3a pyKy M KpeIko
cxana. JIXXyuM, HaBepHOe, YYBCTBYET TO X cCaMoe.

Jlogka nouuta MemneHHee. JIXMM M He TIBITAICH YII-
pPaBIATH €10. XOTsA OBUIaTe]Ib CTHX, OHM ITPOHOJIKATH
JBUIAaThCS BIICPEN.

Ckopo Bnepeau 4YTo-To IMokasanoch. OHM BbeXalu
MoJ, KaKyl0-TO KPBIITY, HO MPONOKaINU ABUraThesa. Ty-
MaH crai pexe. [leTu yBuUIeaIn TEMHBIE CTEHBI, CJIOBHO
CIIOXEHHbIE U3 INIAIKOro KaMHSH.

Iwm Mbaii B3gporxyna.
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— Yt0 3T0? — CrIpocCIUIa OHa APOXAIUUM [OJOCOM.

— He 3Halo, — orBeTmn kM. — TyT yXacHO TeMHoO.

Kyna onu Hanpasnsiiores? Y yTo OBuXeT uX, Teneps,
Korga MoTtop crux?

Briepenyt nokasaincs cBeT. Jlogka MeIjieHHO NIpuGIN-
Xarachk K HeMy, INOoKa He oKa3ajlach MeXIy IBYMsS
BBICTYTIAIOIIMMM KaMeHHBIMU cTeHKaMu. M ocTaHOBU-
Jach OHAa TAaK HEOXMIAHHO, YTO JHeTeil cOPOCWIO C
CUICHUIA.

ITo 06e CTOpPOHBI BUIHEMUCH €IUE TaKUe XKe Y3Kie
MPOCTPAHCTBA MEXIY CTeHKaMU. B IBYX UX HUX CTOSUIH
noaxu. O6e mycreie. I>X1UM nocMoTpea Ha Dy Majt.

— IIpu6ruin, — ckasan oH. — Tonbpko Kyna?

— A TaK 1ymMalo, Ha OCTpPOB IOJ Iy3bIPEM, — OTBETH-
na geBoyka. OHa orsabBaiach. — TOJBKO... TYT HUKOTO
HeT. Kyna... Kyga moaeBaloch TO CyLIECTBO?

JI>XMIM MCTIBITBIBT 0DJIerdueHHe OT TOro, YTO MX HUKTO
He BcTpeTiwl. OHU cyMenu npooOparkes mof Kymon. Mo-
XeT, Terepb Jydlle BepHyTbca. OH KOCHYJICA NPHOOPOB:
HUKaKOIro pe3y/bTara.

— MoxeT, mocMoTpuM? — crpociia duau Mosit, —
MoxeT... OHO He MepTBO... TOILKO PaHEHO...

OHa 6bUTa YBEpEHa, UTO CYLECTBO MEPTBY, HO CUIETh
W XnaTh HeMpHATHOCTEM — DM Mait Tak He NPUBBI-
Kna. Beeraa ydiire MATH MM HaBTpeyy. M MHOIIa MOXHO
nobeauth MX, €CIM MOMAEIID BIIEPE.

— MoxeT OBITb... — HEOXOTHO cornacwicsa JIXuM.
Smu Mait npaBa: MPOCTO CHAETH 3A€Ch U KAATh HUYETO
Xopomrero He mact. XoTea Obl OH UMETh IHUCTOJET —
BllpoyeM, OH He yMeeT CTpeNATb, WIM MaJlKy, WIM Ka-
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MeHb — XOTb yTo-HMOymb. OH ocMotpen noaky. Hu-
yero.

— HMouumm! — Dmwiu Mbait yxe BoIOMpanach Ha Geper.
JIXXUM rmociegoBai 3a Heil. Briepemy B cTeHe OTKpHI-
BaicAd TYHHeJb. ECIM He cYUTaTh BOMABI, €0 OTBEPCTHE
— eQMHCTBEHHBINH BBIXOI OTCIOJA.

Hetu He Toporwinchk. I1lnu MemieHHO, OCTOPOXHO
OCMaTpHBasich, CICAs 3a BCEM, IIe MOXKHO CIIPSTaThCs.
Taxk oM ¥ BOIWIM B TyHHenb. [lo cTeHaM B HEM LU
cna6o cBeTALIMeCS JHHUM, KOTOpble BCE Xe HaBaIN
JIOCTaTOYHO CBETa.

CHayana TyHHeJIb MOAHUMAJICH, MOTOM IOILIEN POBHO.
- Briepenu 3amepuan cBeT. JIeTH 3aTopomuiuch Tyaa.

M BBIOpannch B OrpoMHOE NMOMeIlleHHe, TIoXoXee Ha
neuiepy. Bonbiylo yacts €€ mona 3aHMMan OacceiiH,
Kak Oyaro Herrybokwit. bacceitH 6bUT pa3mesI€éH Ha yacTH
HEBBICOKMMM CTeHKaMH, UX ITOBEPXHOCTD YYTh BHICTYTIA-
Jia Hag BOOOM.

B npoTtrBONONOXHO! CTeHe 3TOH OTPOMHOII KOMHA-
TBI BUIHeJach Apyras 4épHad AbIpa B CTeHe, HO OHa
TOJIBKO YYTh MOAHUMAJIACh Hal MOBEPXHOCTHIO BOABL. A
Mo Kpalo GacceitHa, HelaJeKo OT JeTei, YTO-TO JBUIa-
JIOCh.

Smiu Mot 3akpuyana. CyliiecTBoO, ITOX0Xee OJHOB-
peMeHHO Ha IayKa ¥ Kpaba, 00JIbllIoe, 1HEJIKAs MOILIHBIMH
YeJIIOCTSMH, MOrpy3WIOCh B BOAY M HaIllpaBWIOCh MeXIY
CTEHKaMH K JbIp€ B NMPOTHBONOJIOXKHOM CTEHE.

A TaM, rie OHO TOJBKO YTO OBUTO, OCTAIOCH YTO-TO
Moxoxee Ha JUIMHHBIE JIUCThS, 3eJIEHbIE, C KOPUYHEBbI-
MH nsaTHaMHu. Wl ToncThit cTebenb, CIOMaHHBII WIH
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Tepepe3aHHbIii Ha HECKOJIbKO KycKoB. M M3 mope3os
BbITEKaJa TycTasi 3eJleHOBaTasl XXUAKOCTb.

I'rasa 4
Mopckou cad

— Y10 310? — Dyt Mii cnenana oCTOPOXHBINM LIar,
TIOTOM IpPYyroif, pasrsibBas pacTep3aHHbIE OCTAHKH,
KOTOpBIe JieXaTM Ha KaMHe.

— Kakoe-To pacrenme... — J[XuMM cMoTpen Tyha,
re B BOAE MCUYE3NIO CYIUECTBO ¢ KiemHamMu. OHo aBura-
- JJoch Tak OwIcTpo. 1 OHO OYeHb He MOHPaABWIOCH
MQTBYHKY.

Omwn Mbait npucena, pasmisaabiBasl JUCTbS M CTeOEb.

— Oit, cMotpu! Buguis... — meBoYka yka3plBaja Ha
OOJBILION JIKCT.

J>xuM, npogoykas MoCMaTpHUBaTh Ha BOAY, MOJOLLEN
6moke. JIucr nexan Ha KaMHe, M IO Kpalo €ro LM
KakMe-T1o mwapuku. IIpexne yeM XM cMOTr BO3pa3uTh,
Oy Mbait nanslieM KocHynach oqHoro M3 Hux. Ilapuk
BBIKaTWICS HAa KaMeHb U yriaj O6b1 B Boay, ecinu 061 kM
He OCTaHOBWI €TI0 HOIO¥.

Manpyuk mnomoOpan 1apuk. TSXENbLA, NPUMEPHO
TaKoro pasMepa, KakuM MrpaioT B Kamyuiku. Y merain-
Jmyeckuit. Ho yto oH menan B jucre?

— A Bor ew¢ — BuaMbs? — Duin Mait nogbupana
IIapuKK, U He TOJIBKO C JIMCTbheB. OHM JIeXaTd M Ha
KamHe. — Yrto 3T0?

JIXuM rmoxkayay roJoBoif.

— He 3Hat0. MoxXeT, Jryylie ux He TporaTh, — OAHAKO
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caM OH He BBITYCTWI TOT, YTO. MOZoOpan. DTO MecTo
ropasgo HeobbryHee I'opoma. I'opox u po6oToB, oxpa-
HABIIMX ero, oH moHuMan. Ho 3mech Takoe cTpaHHoe
MeCTO — pa3opBaHHOE pacTeHHe U Kpab... YTo Bcé 3To
3HAYUT?

Omy Mbaii, gepXa B pyKe MeTA/UIMYECKUE LIAPUKH,
BCTaJla U OCMOTPEJIACh.

— YeM 370 6bUI0? — MOBTOPWIA OHA MONYATMBBIT
Boripoc Ixxuma. — Kakoe cTpaHHoe MeCTO. A KaK Tbl
OyMaelb, yTo DTO?

M oHa yka3ana Ha CTeHy nepelq HUMU. TaM B KaMeHb
ObUTa BOENaHA METALIMYECKas CETKA, CJIOBHO OKOHHBII
oKkpaH. DKM momo1en K Heil mobmke. 3a Heil HUJYero
He GBUTO BUAHO, KPOME POBHOM IJIaAKOH IUTAaCTHHBI.

O Mait B3aporHyIa.

— MHe 310 MecTo He HpaBurcd. Ilomum orcroaa,
JIxuMm.

HeBouka mopaibile O6GOLUIa CETKYy M HampaBWIaCh
Hasag, K Joake. Ho Tyt JIXXuM 3aMeTWI KOe-4YTo elé —
BOJIHEHME B BOAE B OQHOM M3 YIIyOJICHMIT MEXIY CTeH-
KaMH.

— ITouun! — oH cxBaTwi1 Dwin Mait 3a pyky — Tam
YTO-TO €CTb...

U He omHo, moayMan oH. i M»3it oTrcTymia Ha
LIar-IBa, MOTOM OCTaHOBWIACH, YIIMPasACh.

— Cnyinaﬁ! — cKasajia OHa.

— Yo carymats? — u TyT Xe JIxuM rmoHsn. He ciosa
BO3HMKAIU B roJIoBe, KaK IMPH MBIC/ISIX KO’OTOB, a CKO-

pee YyBCTBa.
B Mbdi crosuia HENOXBIDKHO, NOBEPHYB rOJOBY
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TaK, YTOOBI BUIETh HU3KOE OTBEPCTHE B IIPOTHBOIIOIOX-~
HOI1 CTeHe, B KOTOPOM IUTecKaiach Boaa. OHa IbITanach
y710BUTb MbIcTb. Ho 3T0 GbUT He MBICIIEHHBI pasroBop,
Kak y He€ ¢ Mep.

— Kro THI? — OHa 3agana 3TOT BOIPOC MBICIEHHO U
BCJIYX, KaK OyITO 3BYKHU 3IeCh TOXE OBLIM BaXXHHI.

— Cwmotpu! — JIXxuM OEpHYN €€ 3a PyKy, 3aCTaBUB
TIOBEPHYThH T'OJIOBY.

PemiéTka Ha cTeHe GoJbllie He ObUIa cepoif, Kak
KaMeHb. ITo nmpoBomaM nmpobexanu UCKOPKM, U peuféTKa
3aCBETWIACh, KaK BHYTPEHHSA CeTKa TOCTepa.

JI>XXK¥M BBITYCTWI PYKy OJuth M3it 1 nmomoiuén 6aioke
K CeTKe, XOT He coBceM Gimu3Ko. CseT, npoberaBIInii
1o npoBonaM, ucye3. CeTka CHOBa cTajia cepoil M Mép-
TBOH.

— Kro Th1? — mnoBTOpma JIxumM Bornpoc DIIH.

M cHoBa mo nmpoBomaM MpoOexaau OrOHbKU. DIUIU
MBbit nokasajnoch, YTO OHA MOHSANA.

— DTo He MBICIb. ITO KaK MallIUHBI B TOPoje, HyXKHO
pa3roBapuBaTh BCIyX.

IIpoBona cHoBa MoTycKHeU. JIXKMM CMOTpeN Ha HUX.

— He Ha Bce ciioBa pearupyeT, — 3aIyMYUBO IIPOTo-
BOpWI OH. — IMouemy?..

— MoxeT, Ha c0Ba U MBICTH BMeCTe, — MpEeAIon-
oxwia Qi Mait. — S genana MMeHHO Tak, KOTAAa OHa
OXWia B MepBbIN pas.

— Ho Beas JTiongu I'opona He roBopwIM MBICIBIO, —
MeIJIEHHO cKasal J[KuM.

O Moit nepeBena B3MIAL € CeTKM Ha Bomy. TaMm
YTro-TOo 1IeBeawIock. U — oHo yero-to xoreno. OHO
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OBUTO MCIYTaHO, HO LIUTO K HUM, MIOTOMY YTO TO, YTO €My
OBUIO HYXHO, — O4eHb BaxkHO. Heobxomumo!

‘— EMy HyXHBI MBl... — CKa3ajla OHa. — TbI pa3Be He
YyBCTBYeIlb?

JIXXK1M KUBHYI.

— Hawm nyywre yittu. Bo3aMoxHo, 3T0 JloBy1IKa!

Bona Bronb ogHoiIl U3 cTeHOK 3aBOoJHOBanach. VI3 Heé
NoKa3anach BepXyllKa pacTeHus. JIMCThbs, MpiDKaThle K
cTe0J110, pacnpaBWINCh, KaK TOJIBKO OKa3aliCh B BO3IY-
xe. PacreHue npogomkano npubakaTbes K ACTSAM.

OHo OBUIO OYEHb IOXOXE Ha TO, pa3opBaHHOE Ha
KYCKH, HO ropa3io Ooibllie M JHBUTAIOCh, CIOBHO XM-
BOTHOE, a He pacTeHHe C KOPHAMM.

A Mot ckioHmIach K Kpaio 6acceiita. J/IBa Bepx-
HMX JIMCTA Ha TOJICTOM CTe0Jie MOBEPHYINCH K Heil, KaK
Inasa.

— OHo 6ourca! — HerpoMKo ckasana Jdum Mo, —
OHo npuiuIo, Ho bourcs!

JIXXYMM ToXe YyBCTBOBaJl 3TOT CTpax. 10T Xe cTpax,
KOTOPBIi1 OLIYTWI BO BpeMs IOJIETa Hall OCTPOBOM TIO
kynonoM. Ho pacTeHne He MOXeT HM OyMaTh, HU YyB-
crBoBaTh! Yto Xe 310?

Bepxymika ¢ 1ucTbamMu mpubausuinack. PacreHue euwié
BBIILE MOOHSUIOCHh Hax Boaoi. Eciu Ob1 OHO BhIOpanoch
Ha Oeper, To OKa3aloch Obl BbILIE IETEil.

O Mbait yBunena Kpyrible, NMOXOXHe Ha BepEéBKU
OTPOCTKHM, OTXOAMBLLIME OT CTeOJIA HYDKE IIMPOKMX JICTh-
€B. OTHU OTPOCTKM Pa3BOpPAYMBAIMCh M TPUKPEIUIAINCH
K CTCHE IOoJ BoAoi. 3aKpenUBIINCh, OHH HATATHBAIKCD,
M pacTeHUe MOATATUBAJIO ceQs BHepEnd.
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B caMoM pacTeHMM HHMYEro CTpAalIHOIO He OBUIO
CrtpanrHo 6bUT0, YTO OHO 3HAIO O HUX. UTO OHO MpHILLIO
IISL BCTpeYyu ¢ HUMHU!
~ HeTH B3ApOTrHYy/H OT WENKAIOWMX 3ByKOB. OHM ornf-
HYJIMCh. ODKpaH CHOBa 3aCBETWICS, HO Ha 3TOT pa3
HepaBHOMEPHO, HEKOTOpPbIE TIPOBOMIOYKH CBETWINCD, IpY-
rMe HeT.

— Pacrenue — oHo mbITaeTcs roBOpUTH! — DU
Mb>it MaxHyna B CTOpOHY 3KpaHa. — IlwITaeTcd ropo-
PUTHh C HAMH C TIOMOIIBIO 3TOro!

— Ho MpI-TO ero He moHuMaeM, — XXMM BCIyLIH-
BajJici B LIENKaHbe M CMOTpea Ha pacTteHue. OHo
PacKauMBaIOCh M pa3MaXUBAIO HIDKHUMMU JIUCThIMMU IO
IBYMSI BEpXHMMM, KOTOpHIE OCTABAINCh HEMOABIDKHO
o0paméHHBIMM K JeTaM. Kak HacTosiue ria3a.

ITo xpoMKaM HMXKHMX JIUCThEB BBICTYITAIIM MeTALIH-
YecKMe IIapUKU, OHU fApKO OecTeNN IaXe B TYCKIOM
CBeTe Melephl.

— OHo 6ourcd... — D Mait omycTiiach, CBECUB
HOTM HaJ BOIOW, M HaKIIOHWIACh, CTapasCh MOHATh. —
OHo yxacHo Gourca! Ho He Hac...

Hxum Toxe ymoBwn 3T10. KpabGseil.. OH MBICIEHHO
npencTaBwI cebe TaKoro kpaba, CKOJIb3HYBIIErO B BOAY,
U pacTeHMe 3aapoxaino. JIUCThA ero HayaTd pacKayu-
BaThcA ell€ CWIbHee. BrIcTpee 3aaBUraIuch OTPOCTKH, C
TOMOIIIbI0 KOTOPHIX OHO NepeaBUragock. Ecau Gl o
PacTeHMM MOXHO OBUTO CKa3aTh, YTO OHO MobGexano, TO
VIMEHHO 3TO OHO U ITBITAJIOCh CHENATh.

O Ma3it oToABHHYNTach, MOTOMY YTO OTPOCTKHU
Npuomu3wiuch K Heit. OHa ycTymwlia MM MeCTO, U OHH
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VUSMWINCh 3a TOT KaMEeHb, Ha KOTOPOM CHIeja JIe-
BOYKAa, HaMNpATAMCh W TOATALIWIM TOJCThIA cTebeb
nooamKe.

C 6osbUIMM YCWIHEM pacTeHME BBITALLIIO CBOIO BEP-
XHIOI0 yacTh. HMXHSAS ocTaBajach B Bome, U JIXum
MIPEATIONOXWI, YTO TaM Xe HaXOAATCSA U KOPHMU.

PacTcHue cBeso MUCTbsA, MOTEPJIO UMHU APYT O ApYyra.
M Ha xaMeHb BBIMAIM METAUIMYECKHUE LIAPUKHU, 00Jb-
e U ManeHbkue. COpocHB MX, pacTeHUe NMPUTHYIOCH,
OYEBUIHO, Yero-TO OXHUIASA. -

— OHo xo4eT, YTOOBI MbI MX B3SUIH... — DI Mbait
noa6bupana mwapuku. — OHO MPUHECIO MX HaM...

JIxuM GbUT yBepeH, UTo OHa npasa. Ho TpyaHo mose-
puTh, yto MeTann JIIOAAM NOCTaBAAIM XOAAYUE
MbIcsIIe pacTeHua. Kak oHu ero mo6sisaior? Komalor
non Bomoii? OH mokayan rojoBoil. Haiitu Ob1 KHMTY,
JIEHTY WIM XOTb UYTO-HUOYOb, YTO MOIJIO OBl 0OBsC-
HMTb...

— Kak 6b1 g xoTena MoroBOpuTh C HUM I1O0-HACTOS-
meMy... — D Mait cMoTpesia Ha pacTeHue ¥ ToBopiia
MEIJIECHHO M 33IyMYMBO.

IIlénkaHbe 3KpaHa cTajsio rpoMyc. PacTeHue mokay-
HYJIOCh, €TI0 JIMCThS B3ABIMAIMCH M ONMagaiu. D Mait
yepe3 IUIEYO OMIsHYyJMach Ha J[XuMa.

— EMy 4T0-TO HyXHO... O4eHb HYXXHO! A g He 3HalO,
yro! HyxHo y3HaTh! — OHa OTOpOCHIIA ILIApUKH U cXalla
PYKH B Kynaku. — Mbl JomkHbI y3Hath, JxuM. 3to
BaxxHo! MoxeT, Mep cMmorna Gbl.

JleBouka YyTbh MOIHSIA TOJNIOBY, U Ha JIMIIE €€ MOSIBU-
JIoch 3aMKHYTO€ BbIpaXeHHe. XXMM 3HaJI, YTO OHa
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meITaeTcs cBa3aThed ¢ Mep. He cnuiikoM nu Benuko
paccTosIHUEe MeXIy ocTpoBoM U Geperom? OH moixeH
TOXe IONbITaTbCs cBA3aThea ¢ Tupo. Beapb 3T0 ruianera
KO’0TOB, U €C/IM KTO-TO 3HaeT O BOAHBIX pacTeHUAX,
JA0LIMX META/UI, TO CKOpee BCEro OHU.

JIkKM 3aKpbUT I1a3a M HaUEIWw! cBoio MbIchb. IIpen-
craBuB cebe THpo, MATbYMK Hayasl MBICJICHHO FOBOPUTb.

«a, neréupnu? Yro BRI HaNUIU?»

OtBeT cnblmancd cna6o, Ho JXKUM NpHoGoapHICS.
Onu He oTpe3aHsl oT Gepera. OH MoOMBITAICT KaK MOXHO
Yyérye cHOPMYIHPOBATh CBOE COODILIEHUE: MX IOSIBJIE-
HHe B TOMELICHUM C 0acceilHOM, MPUXON PacTeHUsd,
KOTOpO€ ITPUHECIO B Jap METaJLL.

OtBeT THpo NpUILEN OBICTPBIN U YBepeHHBIH:

«3TO0 OYeHb BaXHO, HETEHBINI-poaud. Tl CMOXEUIb
OTKJIIOYWTh CWIY, KOTOpasd He NaéT HaM IIpOHMTH Ha
ocTpoB? MBI HOMKXHBI IOCMOTPETh CaAMHU...»

Orxmounth cwwiy? MoxeT, oHM M cCMOIIM GBI, KaK
OTKJIIOUWIN 3Hepruio B I'opoge. OH OTBETWI U OTKPBUI
rjla3a — KakK pa3 BOBpeMs.

— Cwmotpu! IxuM, Hago ocTaHOBUTh uUx! — Omm
MDbiit 3akpuyana. PacteHne auko 3a6uinock. JXuM yyB-
CTBOBQJI €ro crpax u 6osb. B Bome 4TO-TO OBUTATOCH.
Kpab6sr BepHynucs! OHM HamaJM Ha KOPHU PAacTEHUA.

JIXHUM CYIOpPOXHO OINIAAEACA B IIOMCKAX Opyxusd. Y
Hero HeT gaxe ayouHku! PacteHue pépramoch, U DU
Mboit npoTaHyna K HeMy pyku. OTpOoCTKH yXBaTWIKCh 3a
PYKH AeBo4ku. OHa MOTAHYNA, ¥ pacTeHHe Ha4yalo Mo-
HMMaTbcs M3 Boabl. I10Ka3asucs TONCTHI KOpeHb. A B
Hero BLICMWINCH KpaObl, OHHM pe3aiH ero.
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JIXUM npoTUCHYNIca MeXay Dt Mait ¥ ObloliuMcs
pacTeHMeM M Hayal MUHaTh kpaboB. OOMH 3a APYIMM
OHM OTLIEIUISUIMCh, @ pacTeHHe BCE BbILIE MOAHUMAIOChH
u3 Boabl. Ho HekoTopble KpaObl Terephb MbITAIUCH BbI-
Opatnhca M3 OGacceitHa. JIXXMM cHOBa Hayajl NMUHATb HX,
HO TYT MOYYBCTBOBaJ OCTpylo 601b. OauH U3 KpaboB
YILMITHYJ €ro NpsAMO CKBO3b 0O0THHOK. JIXXMM HacTymui
Ha Hero M NpOZOJIXaJa GUTh HOraMH.

Oyin Mait kpryana. E€ rooc kakuM-To HEOOBIYHBIM
00pa3oM YCWIMBAJICS M 3allOJHI BCE MoMelleHue. Bee
Oonbuie KpaGoB magano B Bomoy. JIKMM ITOHSUI, YTO 3TO
He u3-3a ero ycwinii. IIIym? MoxeT, MX HCIyraiu
KpUKM Dyt Mair?

Toroa oH Toxe 3aBomul. OT NMPOM3BOOUMOIO MMH
mymMma 3abosienu ymu. 3aTo Kpa6sl yxoawin. Pacrenue
Ha CBOMX OTPOCTKax MpUOAM3wiIoch K Jutn Mbaii, nBa
€ro BepXHHX JIMCTa MOOHUMAJIUCh Hall FOJIOBOM J¢BOYKM.

— Mumaaaa! — D Mboit He Xpuyana, oHa opaia.
OHa, kxak M JIxuM, gorajganach O JeCTBUU 3Byxaf. —
Mumnaaaa! — y Heé maxe ropio 3aGoseo.

Kpab6sr ucuesnu. TaM, rae oHM Hamagalv Ha pacTe-
HMC, TeMePb TOJIbKO BOJIHOBaach Boxa. kM npoposkan
KpHU4aTh, MoKa He ybemwics, yTo Bce Kpabbl yLUIH.

— OHu 1o Teba He mobepyrca! — ronoc D Mbait
npo3Byyasn coBceM xpuiuio. OHa obGpamianach Heroc-
PeICTBEHHO K pPacTCHUIO, KOTOpoe MeIJIeHHO
pacnpsawiuio crebenb. Ho oTpocTKH Mo-npexHeMy nmpo-
YHO AEPXAJIMCh 32 IEBOYKY.

— OHuM yuum ‘— Ha BpeMs, — ckasan JIXxum, c
ormackod mnomisaabiBag Ha Boay. OH He cyMTal, YTO
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KpaObl TaK JIErKO CHAmyTCA IPOCTO TOTOMY, YTO He
JIIOOAT ILIYM.

M TyT 0oHM mony4niv XyTKyI0 BCTpAcKy. Kak 3Byk mx
COBMECTHOTO KpMKa IOYTH OIJTYIUWI MaIb4yMKa, TaK U
Tenepb 3TOT 3BYK MOTpsC Bc€ ero Teno. Kak O6yaro ux
3aKJTIOYWIM B OTPOMHYIO KJIETKY M HayalmM TpscTh. OH
JlaXe BBITAHYJI PYKM, MbITasCh COXPAaHUTh PaBHOBECHE.

Pacrenue BoimycTiio D Moaii. KopHu ero cHosa
yuuii B Bogy. Ho metu Oonbllle He YYBCTBOBAIHU €ro
crpax. Ouymatock HeYTO Ipyroe — Xopollee YyBCTBO,
CJIOBHO 0oJIbllie GOSTBCA HEyero.

Tpsicka nmpoporkaiach, XOTA Ha CaMOM JeJie OHU He
Tpscnuck. IIpocTo Tak Kasaloch, OLIYIIEHHEe paclpoc-
TPaHSIOCh IO TeJy 4Yepe3 HOru. J[XXKUM 3akpbUl I1asa.
Ero cnoBHo Gpocajio U3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY, KaK B
JIofKe.

— YrTo0... YTO... — YCJBIILIAJI OH BOIpOoc DUt Mot u
OTKpBUI IJIa3a.

E€ orpoMHblic I1a3a yOIMBIEHHO CMOTPEIM Ha HETO.

— Bcé Tpscercs...

JI>KMM BBICKA3QJI HOrankKy.

— Her, MBI TOJIBKO TaK YyBCTBYeM. DTO BHOpauus B
KaMHe, — M OH TOITHYJI HOroi Mo Moiy.

O1wyuieHre 6bICTpo npoxoxwio. PacreHue crosuio Ha
Oepery, OMycTUB HWDKHIOIO YacTbh B Bogy. OHO Gosnbuie
He pacrnpoCTPaHsSIo YYBCTBO CTpaxa WIHM OITaCHOCTH.
Yto GBI HU CIYYIIOCH, KPaOOB OHU OTOTHAIM, ITyCTh HA
BpeMmsa. Ho HyXHO 4TO-TO caenath, npexne YyeM Kpabbl

BEpHYTCA.
O Mot gymana.
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— Ham HyxHa Mep, — TBEpHO 3asgBWIa OHa. — Mep
u Tupo u, Moxer 6bITh, Muua. HyxxHo HaiiTu cnoco6
JIOCTaBUTh UX cioga. Tak ckaszana Mep.

— Tupo Toxe. HyXHo nmocMOTpeTh, UTO MBI MOXEM
cnenatb. Ho kxak xe oHo? Kak MBI ero 31eCh OCTaBUM,
BeIb Kpabbl BepHYTCA B JI000l MOMEHT, — MaIbUUK
yKa3aJl Ha pacTeHMUe.

— Ceiiyac oHo He 6GouTca. MoxeT, Kpabbl BEepHYTCH
He CKOpO. A MBI IOTOPONMMMCH... — DiUIn Mbdit yxe
HanpaRlIsUiach K TYHHEIO.

I'nasa 5
Taiina xKynona

Jlomxa ro-rnpexHeMy cTosyia Ha Mecrte. [To3amu oc-
TaJCsA TYHHeJIb, KOTOPBII1 BeIET B MOPCKOM cajl, Ile U3
BOIBI BbIXOHAT pacTeHus. Kyna xe JeTu moiayr ércio-
pa? Ixum v D Mait He BUIeIu Ipyroro BeIXoaa, HO
ObUTM YBepeHBI, YTO OH CYLIECTBYET.

OHH OCTOPOXHO MOIUIM BIOJb CTEHBI. DM Mbaii
HanpsoKEHHO ayMaina. OTciofa ZoDKeH 6biTh Bbxox. Ho
JeBOYKa He BHIeJIa HUKAKMX OTBePCTHIA.

II>xuM 3acThUl Ha MecTe. MelleHHO TOBOpayMBas
TOJIOBY, OH Ppa3rMAaObIBal CTeHy. DM Maii mposena
NaTbliaMHU 110 BIIaXHO# TIOBEPXHOCTH.

— 3mech JOJDKEH OBITh BHIXOM.

— Koneuno. Ho rae on?

HeoxunanHo Ot Mboait 3akpruia rnasa. Jlioou Io-
pola He ITOJIb30BATUCH MBICJICHHBIM pa3roBOPOM KO OTOB,
OHM ero HeHaBUAeAU U Oosmnch. OHM MOTB30BATHUCH
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KHOIIKaMM, pblyaraMy — 4 3ByKaMu! 3BYKY 3aCTaBIUIM
paborath MawMHH B ['opone. Y1 TOT mpoBoMOYHBIH 3K~
PpaH OXWWI, KOTAa OHU OJHOBPEMEHHO AYMAIIM ¥l TOBOPIUTH.
JleBouyka mpoBesia SI3BIKOM IO BepXHeH ryoe.

— MoxeT, Hago MOouIyMeTb, — MPEANONOXWIa OHa.

JxuM paccMmesuics.

— Kak Anu Ba6a?

B M3l noBepHyJia K HEMY TOJNOBY.

— A 3T0 KTO?

— ITapenp u3 Bomme6HoM ckasky. OH HalEn meure-
py, TIONHYIO COKPOBMIL, CIpPSATaHHBIX pa30OiTHHKaMHU.
Ho gBepb oTKpBIBajack, TOJBKO €CIM cKaXelllb «Ce3aM,
oTkpoiica». OH CripgTalcsa M MOACITYLIAN, KaK 3TO CKa-
3aJ1 pa3boitHUK, a moToM Bowén caM. Ho yro HaM 3mech
ckasars? M 3a MIWLINOH MIWUTMOHOB JIET Mbl HE HalOEM
HYXHble cinoBa!l — ,

Ho 1yT, K ero ynusieHuo, Dwmi Maii mocMoTpena Ha
CTEHY M BIIOJIHE CepbE3HO CKa3aja:

— Ce3aMm, oTkpoiics!

— i1, 310 Beb cka3ka! — Bo3paswr JIximM. — Tyt He
o cHCTBYET.

Ona moxaina Ivre4yaMu.

— Moxer, 1 HeT. Ho HuKakoro Bpega HeT, eclu
norpo6oBatk. Beap uTo-TO HomxHo 6sTb. Hamo nmpocro
TOUCKaTh.

— MBI MOXeM HCKaTh M MCKAaTh M HUKOTAa He HalaeM
HYXHble cloBa. Mbl BooOllle He 3HaeM, KaK FOBOPIIU
stu Jloou.

O Mbaii ynipsMo cTosla y CTeHBL.

— Hapo monmpo6GoBarb, — nopropwia oHa. Y Hayana
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BBIKDMKMBaTh OecCMBICIIEHHBIe 3BYKHM, Kak B I'opone,
KOrJa IMBITAIaCh OXWBUTH MAalIXHBI.

CreHa ocTaBaach NMpexHeil, 6€3 BCAKIX NMPU3HAKOB
BBIXOJIA. .

— BecnonesHo, ropopio Tebe! — B3opBancsa JXuUM.—
Mb1 HUKoOrIa He HaiIéM HYXHBI 3ByK! Slaaaa! — yro0OBI
TMokas3aTh eif, OH IOBEpHYJCAd K CTeHe U 3aBOIIIWI M30
BCeX CIII.

— Cmotpu!

TaM, rae ToNbKO YTO ObUT Lie/IbHBLIA KaMEHb, TTOSIBHU-
Jlach TEMHasl TpELIMHA.

- — IToBropu-Ka cHoBa! — mpHKa3sana D Mait.

HspsaaHo yauBnEéHHbIA, XM HaOpan MmonHble JIET-
KMe BoO3lyxa M 3akpuyanx cHoBa. Ho Huyero He
TIPOM3OILLIO.

— 4 xe Tebe roBopw...

— TeoI genan HempaBWIbHO, — OTBeTWwIa oHa.— Che-
Jlaii CHOBa, MocTapaics KPUKHYTh IO-IPYTOMY.

JI>XXM HHUKaK He MOT BCITOMHHUTB, YTO OH IPOBOITWI
BHavaie. Ho mocnyurHo 3akpuyai B TpeTHii pas.

— Bugumis? — Smm Moait 3anpeirana.

Ilens pacumpunack. [losgBwics y3kuii npoxon, yepes
KOTOPBIi1 OHH CMOTYT MPOMTH TOJBKO GOKOM M ITPOTHC-
kuBasch. Ho uatu tyna... JIxxum nipeacraBun cebe, Kak
LIcJIb CHOBA 3aKPOETCs, KaK 3aKphIBAlOTCA ABepU B To-
pole, ecly MX He 3aKJIMHUTh. EMY BoBce He XOTeaoCh,
YyTOOBI CTEHA pa3fAaBIUIa €ro, KOraa oH 6ymeT MpoTHCKU-
BaThCA.

OH G6eroM BepHyJcH K iogke. TaM He HallUIOCh HUYe -
ro, YeM MOXHO ObLIO GBI 3aKIMHUTH OBepb. B mpyroii
JlomKe oKa3anach Oobluas rpyaa MeTa/UTMYECKUX IapH-
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KOB, TaKMX Xe€, KaK NpHHecEHHBbIe pacTeHHeM. JIxXuM
Habpan ux B o0e pyku. Ho oHM TyT Xe ykarsarca. [Isepb
oTOpocuT ux U 3akpoeTcsd. Kak ObI BHICOKO OH MX HM
HarpoMo3IWwI, 3TO He NOoJeHCTBYET.

O Mbait ynoBuna ero Mbicab. OHU He TOBOPWIHN
JIPYT C APYTOM MBICIIEHHO, KaK C KO 0TaMU, HO MHOTAa
MOTIJIM TIOMMAaTh MBICAB APYT Apyra. JleBouka monouuia K
JIogke M momnpo6oBaia CHATH MOAYIUKY C CHUIECHHA.

IMonyiixa cHanace nerko, 1 Binu Moit nepeHecna e€.
K Ipyde wapyukoB. OHM BMecTe pasopBaIM IIOKphITHE B
YTy NOAYLIKHK (OHO, JOJDKHO OBITh, HEMHOTO MPOTrHWIO
B JIOJIKE) U 3a0WIH €€ MOJIOCTh METALIHYECKIMMH LIapH-
KaMM. Temepp TAXEnad, IOJNHasA MeETala TOAYLIKA
CMOXET YAepXaTh ABEPb.

'‘OHY aKKypaTHO YJIOXWIM €€ B 1wenb, ¥ JIXuM npo-
THUCHYJIcA NepBbIM. TaM oka3aloch TEMHO, HO TIPOCTOPHO,
CTOWIO NPOMTH YyTh Aadblue 3a cTeHy. >XuM mots-
HYyJICA Ha3an M B3 DM Mot 3a pyky.

IMo-npexHeMy AepXach 3a pyKd, OHH IaJIblIaMU Ha-
1IIYHaJdu TPOTHBOIOIOXHYI0 c¢TeHy. M ocTopoxHo
IBUHYJIHUCh B ITy0b NPOXOHda, YacTO ONNISABIBAasACh Ha
Y3KYIO 1lIeJTb, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO BOILUIM.

— Vxxx! — Omum Mbsit crioTKHyn1ach M BBIIyCTIUIA
pyky Jxuma. — Tyr crymeHsKu, uayT BBepX. Hamo
pa3BenaTh.

OHM Ha YeTBepeHbKaX ITOMOJI3JIM I10 JIECTHUIIE, KaK 1
npemioxwia Jwin M3, HalllynbiBasg OYepeIHYIO CTY-
neHpKy. M HakoHel| 0Ka3aJIMCh B MeCTe, TE CTYNMEeHbKHU
KOHYWIMCH. XXMM OCTOPOXXHO BCTaJl M TMOUCKAT PYKOH
creHy. Caoenan Briepén 1Luar, APYToii...
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ITocnpnuancsa xakoii-to ckpur. Ilepen HUIMH OTKpBI-
Jlach el€ OgHa ABepb U CTAIO CBETJIO.

— IMonwmn! — JIXUM cXBaTWI AEBOYKY M IMOTAIWI K
cBeTy. MoXeT, cleloBajlo MITH OCTOPOXHEH, HO, MPO-
GBIB KaKOe-TO BpeMsi B TEMHOTE, OH OYeHb XOTeJI CHOBa
BUIETb.

OHM oKazanuch B 0OJIBIIOM KOMHATe C MallMHaMH,
MOXOXUMH Ha AILIMKM, KaK 1 B ['opone, paccraBieHHbI-
MM 10 BCeM CTOpoHaM. JIXXUM ObLUT yBepeH, YTO H
paboTaloT OHM TaK Xe. B caMoif cepequHe KOMHATHI IO,
CBMCABLIMMHU C ITOTOJIKA JIaMITaMM CTOSUT MPSIMOYTOJIb-
HBI OJIOK C IUTOCKOI IOBEPXHOCTHIO, KOTOPHIii MOTr
HCIIONBb30BaThcs KakK croi. Ha HEM Bamsutach rpyna
KyGHKOB uyTh Gonblue NagoHu JxuMa.

OnpHa rpaHb KaXgoro Kybomka ObUIa OKpallleHa —
3eNneHast, XEarasg, CHUHAA, ABe KPacHBIX M 4YépHad. 3a
CTOJIOM CTOSUIO ILIMPOKOE KPECJIO, B HEM BIIOJIHE MOIJIM
cecTb panoM Tpu-yeTbipe [xkuMa win S Mait.

CreHspl 6BUTM NpO3payHble, U 32 HUMM KIyoWIca Ty-
MaH, OKpYXaBILIHMI KyTOJl.

— Kakas 6onbuias xomHara! — 9 Mbait mocMor-
peJia B OOMH KOHel, B Apyroil.— Kak Mpl HailnéM, yro
HYXXHO OTKJIIOYUTB? DTO He 60JbHO-TO Toxoxe Ha Jo-
pon.

B TI'opoge um moMmor 1wap, B3ATbIM ¢ ¢nutrepa. OH
TIPUBEI MX MPSMO K [JIABHOMY MCTOYHUKY SHepruu. Tam
O Mbait xpabpo pasdwria 6oapLIMit IIap, OTKIIOYUB
9HEePIUI0 U OCTAHOBUB BceX poboTOB. 3/ech Xe Y HUX He
OBUIO OTHEHHOTO 1lap3, M HUYEro He IMOKa3bIBaIoO, TE
MM JeMCTBOBATh.
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— Bor TyT... — JIXXMM yKa3aJl Ha CTOJI — OHH, JOJIKHO
ObITh, cuaesu. JIroau, KoTopble BCEM YIIPABIAIIN.

— MHe kaxeTcs, Ha MaILIMHY He TTOX0XEe, — C COMHe-
HYeM 3aMeTwia O Moait.

— 910 He MaumuHa, — noscHwi Ixum. — Ilpocro
MECTO, TIe OHU CHUOENH, €CNIK BCE 1IUI0 HOPMAJIBHO... —
OH MaxHYJI B CTOPOHY SIIIUKOB BAOJb CTEH.

B Gonpiroit KoMHaTe cTosyia ITOJIHAA TUILUMHA. Bcé
6bU10 BULHO, M HUKaKUX poboToB. Ho JI>XxuMy Bcé€ paBHO
He XOTeJNIoChb MATHU Hanblie. Ecaiu 3To MecTo urpaio
BaXHYyI0 poib Yy Jliomeit — a ManbyMK GBUT YBEpeH, YTO
TaK OHO M €CTh, — TO 30eCh JOMXHBI CYIIEeCTBOBATh
JIOBYWUKM, KOTOpble OHU Jaxe TNpedCcTaBUTh cebe He
moryT. IToka He Tonaayrcs B HUX.

— S moiiny ¢ 3TOoi cTOopoHBI, — Dyt Mbaii mokasana
BII€BO, — a ThI C TOM. EciM yBUAUM YTO-HUOYOb, KPUK-
HEM... JIATHO?

— MB&I gaxe He 3HaeM, 4ero McKaTh, — MeIJIeHHO
orBeTwt JIxxuM. Ho oH yxe mpoGupaycsa BIOMb CBoeil
CTOPOHBI KYITI0J1000pa3HOM KOMHATEHI.

BoNBUIMHCTBO SUIMKOB BHIISAACIH COBEPIIEHHO OIU-
HakoBo. OH pelln, YTO 3TO KaKHe-To KoMrbioTepbl. Ho
BCce ObUTM OHM OTKIIOUeHBl. C Ipyroro xpas KOMHAThl
JoHOCHWICA rojioc Dt M»3ii, oHa mbITa1ach NMNeTh, FOBO-
puTh, KpuyaTh. HeoxumaHHo [IXuM choancsa u
H_anpanmicx K UeHTpy. TaM, oH ObL1 yBepeH B 3TOM,
HaXxoOWIOCh caMoe IIaBHOEe MeCTo.

OH B3BeCHJI B pyKe KyOGUKH C OKpallleHHBIMH IpaHs-
mu. Ecnu He cuMTaTh LIBETHBIX IMOJNIOCOK, OHU OBLTH
LIEJIMKOM cepble. BHayane MaapyMK pelIrwiI, YTo 3TO
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Kakue-TO Aryky. OIHaKo OH He CMOT HaifTU HY O HOM
3aLENTIKL — MX HEBO3MOXHO OBUIO OTKPHITb.

U Tyt npsamo nepen cuaeHueM B croie JIXuUM OOHa-
PYXWI OTBEpPCTHE, KOTOPOE CTAIO BUAHO, TOJNIBKO KOraa
OH moaouIcs coBceM 013Ko. OH B3sUT KYOHMK M NPIUIO-
XWI K oTBepcTHI0. ToyHOe coBmaJeHue. DTH KYOMKH
HaBepHAKa [IOJ/DKHBI BCTaBIATbCI MMEHHO cloga. Ho
€cJIM OH BCTaBUT TaKOM KyOUK, YTO MpoHU30inéT? Mab-
YMK BBITEP BCIIOTEBILNE PYKH O CBOM MYILIMCTBI KOCTIOM.
Ecnu oH BBIGEpeT He TOT KyOMK, BAPYT YTO-TO B30p-
BETCA, WIM BOMAET pobOT, WIX OHU ¢ D/utH Msit okaxyTcs
B KJIETKe, KaK KO’OThl B ctapoM ['opome?

— Th1 9yTO 3TO 3A€eCh Aenaems? — Dyut M»ait ocTaBuU-
Jla Gecrione3Hble MOMBITKA pa30yauTh MALIMHBI.

— 3Ot4 wrykn, — JIXUM yka3aax Ha KyOMKM. —
Bunmus orBepctie? OHM HODKHBI BCTABIATHCA TYAA.

— MHHrtepecHo, 3aueM? A eCIM BCTABUTh... — DIUIH
MDbii npoTsHyna pyKy, HO XXMM TOpPOIUIMBO IepexBa-
TWI e€.

— M1 Xe He 3HaeM, YTO MPOU3OMIET.

— Hy, a eciu He nonpoGyeM, TO HHMKOrma M He
y3HaeM. MBI gaxe He 3HaeM, CMOXEM JIM BBIOpaThCs
oTcioga. Moxer, JIooka He MoiaeT oGﬁaTHo.Tbx 00 3TOM
nogyMain?

xM-TOo aymMan o6 3TOM M OO CHX IOp crapajcs
OTOABHMHYTb 3TY HENPMATHYI0O MBICIbh Noganbile. He
XOTeJl O Hell TIOMHUTb."

— Moxwso cmpocutbh Mep... — D M»ait 3akpbuia
Ia3a, Ha Jule e€ IMOSBWIOCh CTpPaHHOE BHIpaXCHHUE.
OHa mbITanach CBSI3aThCs C KO’OIIKOM Ha Gepery.
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Mep Moxer He 3HaTh. A Tupo? Tupo crapure Mep,
OH ropasno JoJjbllie ObUI pa3BeTuynKoM. JIXXKUM npencra-
BWI cebe 0OJBIIOro YEPHOro Ko’oTa, CBOEro Apyra.

«YTo BBI HAILTM?» — SCHO YCIIBILIAT OH MbICIb Tupo.

JIX¥M KaK MOXHO TIIaTeJIbHee MocTapajcd Inpeacra-
BUTb KOMHATYy, 0COOEHHO CTOJI C OTBEPCTUEM U KyOMKaMH.
OH He ObUT yBepeH, yro THpo cMoXeT NoMoub. XoOTd
KO’OTBI MOJIB3YIOTCA MHOTMMH MaiimHamu Jlioneil, oHu
He NMOHMMAIOT MalvHbl B ['opone, He MOMMYT U 3TH.

«A pacckaxy Muye, — mocnbmuaics orser Tupo.—
OH Gonblie MeHS 3HaeT o MamuHax Jliogeit».

JI>XKMM ceJt 3a CTOJI, U YyTh NoroAs K HeMy NnpucoeIu-
HWIach DUtH Moaii.

— Mep He 3HaeT, — coobumia oHa. — OHa Xxoyer
crpocuth Muua.

— Tupo ToXe Tak OTBETWI.

— OTH uBeTa JOJIKHBI 03HAYaTh YTO-TO BaXHoe, —
O Msit mocraBuina Kyouku B psii. BeiOpaB KpacHbrit
M 3eJIEHBIIA, OHA MOCTaBWIa UX pAlIoM. — Y Hac JoMa BOT
3TO 3HAYMT, YTO MOXHO MATH, — OHA YKa3aTeJbHBbIM
MaJblieM TOJKHYNA 3eNE€HBIA KyOHK, — a KOrjaa Hellb3sd
MIOTH — 3TO, — M MOCTyYaia Mo KPacHOMY.

— KpacHoe o3HayaeT omacHocTb — BOT YTO 3TO
3Hayut, — JIkuM KuBHYI. — M yépHoe, — OH yKasal Ha
€IWHCTBEHHBIN KyOUK C TAaKUM LIBETOM, — TOXE, JOJIX-
HO 6bITh, YTO-TO TWioXoe. Ho MBI He MOXeM OBITh
yBepeHbI, D Maii. MoxXeT, Ha 3Toil IUTaHeTe 3eJIEHOe
03HayaeT IUIOX0e, 2 KpacHOe — Xopolee.

— A 3710 yT0? — I M3t HaKIOHWIAach Hal CTO-
JIoM. YKa3aTeJIbHBIM IMaJbLIEM OHa IIpoBeNia JUHMIO, U
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JIXXMM TOJBKO TOrIa YBHUIEJ, Ha YTO OHAa MOKa3bIBaeT.

YacTh MOBEpXHOCTH CTOJIAa MpEACTaBIsUia coboit ro-
pa3go 6osbinit kBagpaT. OH ObUT TOTO Xe LIBeTa, UTO U
CTOJIELIHMLA, Y €0 TPYAHO OBUIO Pas3risaaeTh, €ClIy, KaK
Bmuiu Mbait, He MPOBECTH IO €ro rpaHULIAaM C YCTBIPEX
cTopoH. JIXMM TOXe NMpOBEJ MalblieM IO ero IoBep-
xHoctH. I'magko. IToxoxe Ha crekio.

A Maii nomnelTanack MPOCYHYTh HOITH B ILEJb.

— He noxoxe Ha KpbIlLIKY, — podOpMoTaa IeBOY-
Ka M HalaBWwia JagoHblo. — Henb3s HM MOAHATH, HU
COBUHYTb.

OTBepcTHEe, KOTOPOE OHM 3aMETWIM paHbllie, HaXxo-
IWIOCh HEINOCPEACTBEHHO Mepel 3THUM 3aralo4YHbIM
KBagpaToM. HeoXunaHHass MbICIb IPULUIA B TOJNIOBY
Hxumy. Yto eciu 3TO 3KpaH LIS KapTHHOK, TaKOH Xe,
Kak Ha MmamuHax B I'opome? U ecnu cyHyTh B lielb
KyOHMK, 3KpaH 3apaboraer?

He nmoxwupasicy coobuieHuit Muuu, nepemaHHBIX
MbIC/IbI0 THpO, OH cxBaTWI OyDKaMIIMiE KyOMK, 3e1é-
HbI1, U PEILINTEJIBHO CYHYJI ero B 1ejb. KyOuK omycrwicsa
MpUMepHO Ha TpeTb. HamaButh cwibHee XuM ora-
caycs.

Ho TyT...

KBagpar Ha KpblliKe cTona usMeHwica! BHavyane 3a-
CBETWICSI, [TIOTOM MOSIBWIOCH U300paXeHHUeE.

— 3OT10 neulepa, rae IwiaBaeT OonpuIOe pacTeHue! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa DUt Moii.

HeiicrBurensHo. Tonbko Ha 3KpaHe MOABWICA BMI
CBEPXY, CJIOBHO OHU CMOTPEJIH CKBO3b ITOTOJIOK 0OJIb-
1ol memepbl. PacreHne mo-mpexHeMy ObUIO 31ech,
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XOTSl Temepb INyOXe OIyCTWIOCh B BOAY, Y [Ba JIMCTa,
KOTOpbIe Ka3aJIUCh IN1a3aMH, OBLUTH MTOBEPHYTHI B CTOPO-
HY OTBEPCTUS, Yepe3 KOTOPOE pacTeHHUE MPHILLIO.

Ho u 310 oka3zanoch He Bc€. OHU HE TOJNBKO BUIOETU
pacTeHMe, OHW MOIJIM M CJBIIIATh. 3BYK ObUT FPOMKHMIA,
CJIOBHO pacTeHWe KpMYalo — KaK KpUYaIu IeTH, OT-
roHss kpaboB. XoTs 3To He KpHK, peurwt XM, ckopee,
My3bIKa. M pacTeHMe M3BHMBaAlIOCh BCeM CTeOJieM B TakT
3TOM MY3BIKE.

Bona Toxe usmeHwiach. Tenepb oHa cTajla KOpUYHe-
BOM, KaK OYATO KTO-TO BBUIWI B Heé OOJBIIYIO YAILKY
xode.

— Yto0 mpoucxogur? — crpocivia D Mait.

JI>kuM Mor GbI M caM NOBTOPMTH 3TOT Borpoc. B Boae
y BBIXOJa B MOpE YTO-TO B3BOJIHOBalock. Hax moBep-
XHOCTBIO TIOKa3ajlach BepXYIlIKa BTOPOIrO pacTeHHd, 3a
HUM €lIE M eLE...

— Mpbl... 37T0... — JIXMM XJIOIHYJI PYKO# IO CTONIy —
OTa WTYyKa 30BET MX...

I'nasa 6
Hanadenue u3 mopsa

— Brxmoun ero! — Omwin M»ait cxBaTwia KyoMK U
BBIpBaJIa €ro M3 OTBepCTHA, Mpexae YyeM J[K1M cMor eit
TOMeLIaTh.

— 3ayeM ThI 3TO caenaita? — CIPOCWI MATbYHK.

— Tu1 pa3Be He BUIen ux? OTHX Kpabo? OHU ToXe
‘utu! .

JIXXuM He BUIeNT HUUYero, KpoMe pacteHuit. Ho D
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Mbsii BosiHe Morjia ObITh MpaBa, 30eCh BCE MOXET CITy-
YUTHCA.

— OHu [obGepyrcsl OO0 pacTeHMil, — TMpoaoKaia
Omu Mait. — MBbI JOMXHBI YTO-TO caelarb, ¥ Mobnic-
Tpee!

— Y710? — cnpocun JIxum. — IloifTu Ha3aag M Ha-
oparh Ha HUx?

— Ecnu nonago6ured...

Ho oH xoTen OBITH TOJMHOCTBIO YBEPEHHBIM. DJUIN
Mbii Kperko JepXajla B pyKaX 3eJIEHbIM KyOHUK, M OH He
Mor otobpathb ero. Ho TyT ecTb eli€ OIMH, TOYHO TAKOM1
xke. JIXKUM B3sU1 ero U CyHYJ B OTBEPCTHE.

Ha sxpaHe cHOBa nogBWIach KapTHUHKA, KaK B TeJle-
BU30pe y HUX AoMa. Ho Terniepb oHM yBUIeIM He 6acceitH
C pacTeHUSAMH, Nepel HUMM 3aBOJTHOBaIoCch Mope. OHU
CJIOBHO BBILLUTM 32 MpeaeIbl KyToJja.

WM cHoBa mocnpnuanca 3ByK. Ha aToT pa3 pe3kuit
KPHK, KOTOPBIH pe3aa ciyX. BolHBI 00pylIMBaIHUCh Ha
MEeCOK M KaMHM, U B Bole YETKO 0003HAYWIOCh JBHXKeE-
Hye. Ho meTu He Bumenu, YyTo ero BhI3biBaeT. IloToMy
YTO TO, YTO BBI3BIBAIO BOJIHEHHE, HE MOKA3bIBAJIOCh Hal
BOOOM.

— V6epu ero! — Juu Maii BIpoHWIa Ky0, KOTOPBIit
JepXayia, U MOTAHYJach K HOBOMY.

JIKHM OTTOJIKHYJ I€BOYKY.

— OcraBs...

— Tb1 xouewwrb, YTOOBI KpaObl K0 HUX J0Opanuch? —
cripocwia oHa. — Pa3Be Thl He 4YyBCTBYelllb, IIPAMO B
rosnoBe? OHM HE TOBOPAT MBIC/IBIO, HO YYBCTBYIOT!

I>xamM B3aporHys. OHa 6bu1a mpasa. Ctpax BepHyJcs.
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Maipurk GHICTPO JocTal BTopoii Kyouk. Ho yto Bcé 310
3Ha4YUT?

— MBsI caMM BBI3BAIM MX, — DM M3# ¢ cuioit
LIBBIPHYJIA KYOMK, TOT YIapWICSA O CTOJ M OTCKOYWI. —
ITonumaeurs? Mesl BoI3BaJIM KpaboB, U TETIEPh OHU ChEAT
pacteHuss. Mpl camu 310 caenanu! — oOHa 4YyThb He
TiaKana.

J>XuM 3HaJI, yTO OHa MpaBa. PacTeHUs OTBeTWIM Ha
MPU3bIB, KOTOPBI Mcroab3oBaiu Jliogu. OHM MpHUILUTH,
M Terepb Kpabbl 1o6epyTed 1o HuX. Kak mx ocTaHOBUTH?

— ITonpobyii aTo, — D Mait B3sUta Kyd ¢ KpacHOM
rpaHblo. — MoXeT, Mbl CyMeeM OTIIPAaBUTh MX Ha3al.

Hanesdcs, yro oHa npaBa, JI>kuM BcTaBIUI Ky0 B rHes-
no. CHoBa OXIWI 3KpaH, HO Telnepb OHM YBUIEIU He
MoA3eMHBII OacceitH U He Geper ocrpoBa. Hamporus,
NMpsAMo Mepeld HUMM okasanuch Muya u Tupo, Kotopsie
pacxXaXuBajJy B3al M BIepSd B OMHOM M3 3NaHWl Ha
Gepery. ‘

— Tupo! — 4yTh He 3akpyyaix IxuMm. OH yBHUIENT, KaK
0O0JIBILION KO’ OT B3APOTHYJI, IOBEPHYJICS, MIPHXKAB YIIIH K
rojioBe, LIepCThb HA ero CIIMHE BCTajJla OBIOOM, I/iasa
CY3WIKCh.

«Tupo! — JI>)XKvM TOPOIUTMBO NepeLIE Ha MbICTICHHYIO
peub. — S TeGa BIKYy! A TBI MeHA?»

Ho xoTs K0’0TbI CMOTpE/IM B €r0 CTOPOHY, OHM BBI-
mianeny youeieHHeIMM. TTocneimianca orset Tupo:

«MBI BUIMM TOJIBKO CTEHY 3TOrO0 MECTa, OJHAKO U3
He€ JOHOCUTCHA TBOH rojoc. JTo €ulé OOHA XMTPOCTh
Joneix...»

JIXuMy MpUOAT0 YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO OH BHAMT THpo,
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XOTf1 KO’OoT ero He Buaesl. OH IocKopee paccKasal o
TOM, YTO ITPOM3OIIIO 33 NOCIEIHUE HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT.

«MBI DOMXHBI IPUMTH Ha OCTPOB, — THUPO HOC K HOCy
nocoBeniaica ¢ Muyeit. CHoBa IOHec/Iach €ro MbIC/b:
— TosI MoXellIb HaTH croco6?»

JI>XuM mocMoTpen Ha KyOuku. MoXeT, OOUH M3 HUX
OTKpOeT ocTpoB A1d Ko’oToB. Ho nmocMeeT u oH ucnpo-
60BaTh MX OOMH 3a ApyruM? Beap Tak ciay4yaifHO MOXHO
BKJTIOYMTH KaKoe-Hubyap opyxue. Ho Huuero He ocra-
BaJIOCh ZIeJIaTh, KaK PUCKHYTD.

«ITonpoGyem», — mepenan on Tupo. IloTom BbITa-
I KyOMK C KpacHOi IpaHblo, M KapTHMHAa 3[aHMA Ha
Gepery Mcyesna. 3eJqEHOe O3HAYATO PACTEHUS, NepBast
KpacHas TpaHb CBf3ala OCTpOB c OGeperoM. Moxer,
IpyTrHe TOXe OKaXyTcs Moje3HbIMU. OcTaBauCh XEJ-
Tele U ogHa 4épHag. OH 3agepXaJl pyKy Had OBYMS
XKEJATBIMU U YEPHOIA.

— TlomnpoGyit 310, — I M>ii yka3zana Ha YEpHYIO.

— He 3Haw, — JIxuM ObUT ocTOpoXeH. — Moxer,
Yy€pHOe O03HayaeT YTO-TO IUIOXOE...

— MoxerT, 1a, a MOXET, M HET, — 3aAYMYMBO OTBETH-
ga D Mait. — OH Tonbko onuH Takoil. ITompooOyit
ero BHavase...

— JlagHo, — JI>uM ObIcTpO BIOXWI KyOuUK. Ecnu oH
eIl XOTb HEMHOTO MPOME/JTUT, TO BOOBILE HEe PELINTCA.

Ha sxpaHe HMYero He MOABWIOCH, CIOBHO 3TOT KY-
61K U BoBce He paboran. Ho Tyt Duin Mait yauBiéHHO
BCKPHUKHYJIa M yKa3ajla Ha M3rub cTeHbl. TymaH Hal
ocTpoBoM pacxomwics. Ero kak 6yaTo pa3Hocwio Mop-
CKHUM BeTpoM. I OHM cMoru 3arjISHyTh 3a Hero.
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JleTH TOpPOIUIMBO NPYDKATIUCH JULIAMU K 3aKpYIJIEH-
HOM mpo3payHoi creHe. Orcloga UM Oaxe ObUl BUACH
Gcper M 3MaHUSA, Bo3Jie KOTOPBIX cTOsUTH JJoaku. Ho eciu
paccesuicsl TyMaH, MOXeT, Telepb CHATA M 3all(UTa OT
K0’0oTOB?

— CwMmotpu! — Dnau Mbait nepBoii yBuaena mnocamgoy-
Hy1o ioniankKy. OHa ObUIa MOAHATA HE TaK BBICOKO, KaK
3Ta KOMHaTa, U JeTH CMOTpeau Ha He€ cBepxy. Illupo-
Kasg M IUTOcKasi, OHa ObUla clejlaHa U3 TOro Xe Ceporo
MaTepHaJjla, YTO 3OaHUA M Ooiblasg YacTh MAllMH.

— Mep! HyxHo cka3atp Mep! — IeBouka yxe mnepe-
nOaBana Mep HOBOCTB, YTO 3[1€Ch €CTh MECTO, Ky[Ia MOXHO
CeCTb.

Mep GBICTPO yJI0BWIA COOOILIEHHUE.

— OHM cKopo NpwieTAT K HaM! — coolluwia JJutu

Mosit. — A 3Hanma, yro MbI 310 caenaeMm! 3Hama, yTo
CMOXEM OTKJIIOYMTH 3alIUTY!
— Bo3MoOXXHO, MBI cHeJalIM Koe-yTo ee... — Jxum

YBUAEJH, YTO IPOMCXOIUT BHU3Y Ha Oepery, U B3gpor-
HYJL.

Kpa6bsl! He oguH mim nBa, He HECKOJBKO, KaK B
6acceitHe. Mx Tyt cothn! Beper 6511 6yKBaJIbHO 3amoJ-
HeH MMM. M1 oHM Bc€ Oupke IOANON3AIM K KYTIOJY.
Manpyuk He AyMall, YTO OHU CMOTYT NPOpPBaTbCsA, HO
HECKOJIbKO KpaboB MOSIBWIKMCH YXe Ha Kpalo I0ocaaoy-
HOM IUTOIIAAKH. A BAPYT — TYT OH BCTIOMHII OTBEpPCTHUE,
Bedylllee B MOpe, — BAPYT OHM mpobepyrcs!

Inasa Dt M»sit cTaiu OrpOMHBIMU.

— JIxuM, yTo HaM genath? Mep, Tupo, Muua — 3t
KpabObl 10 HUX no6epyTcs! Mbl JOJDKHBI YTO-TO CHEIATh!
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XM He BuAeJ HM OOHOHM OBEpPU B 3TOI KpPYIjioi
KOMHaTe, HMYEero TaKoro, YTO IIO3BOJIWIO OBl HO-
OpaThcs oTclofa A0 mocanoyHoi Ivromanku. Ho Bean
IomXeH Xe ObITh mpoxox! Jlloogu mpHUXomwiu croga Io
MOpPIO ¥ BO3IYXOM, 3TO ToyHO. Kak Xe OHM IpOHUKAIU
CHapyxu?

TeM BpeMeHeM CpPOYHO CHEHOBAIO IMPEAYNpPEeIUTh
Tupo. U oH mociai TOPOIUIMBBLA MBICICHHBI BBI3OB.

«MbI BHAENIU TeX, 0 KOM Tbl TOBOPHILb, — OTBETII
Tupo. — Ouu noenaioT Msco U pacrenus. Korma mx
MHOTIO, OHU omacHbl. MBI mogyMaeM O Mocaike...»

JlxuM cxsatin DM Mbaii 3a pyKy.

— Mzl cienanu TO, 3a4eM NMPUIIUTH, — CKa3al OH. —
HyxHo Bo3Bpaiarhcs...

— Ho mb1 ke He MoxeM! OHU... OHM nOGepyTCs 10
pacteHmit! Ox! — geBouka MOAHecNa PYKM K yiiiaM, HO
He CMOIJIa 3aKphITh MO3T OT OoiM M yXaca. CTpaHHbIe
TOIBOJHBIC XUTEY ObUIM 3aXBa4Y€HHI B MOA3¢ MHOM Gac-
celfHe, OHM HE MOIIM 3aLUUTUTHCA OT CMEPTEIbHBIX
YeJ10CTe .

IxumM npuxkycwt ryoy. OH He BHAEN, KaK OHU MOIYT
noMoYb pacTeHUaAM. OmHako 3HaI, YTO JOJKHBI IIO-
Moub. Eciii 61 OHM He BKIIIOYWIH MIPU3BIB, PAaCTEHUA HE
nocrpagany 6n1. Tak yTo oHM 3a 3To oTBeyaloT. Ho Bce
3TH Kpabsl... OHM ¢ D Mait He MOTYT cpaXaThecd C
COTHSAMM! :

«BosBpamiaitrecs!» — pasgancsa pe3kuit npukas Tupo.

«[loxa He Moxem», — orBeTwn IxuM. OH HmomxeH
OBITH YBEpEH, UTO HUYETO He CMOXET clienaTh. Ho Duiu
Mbsit normkHa BepHyThcsl. OH He XO4YeT, YTOOHI €é rae-
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HUOYIb OKPYXWIH COTHM KpaGoB. IToka oM mpu6iam-
XaITUCh CHapyXu. WX psmbl yXe 3aKpbUIM IOJIOBUHY
I10CaIOYHOM IUIOLIaAKU.

— Owm Mait! — npuckasan JIxuM. — Bepu noaxky n
YIUTBIBAH...

OHa mokayajia ToJIOBOM, NpPeXAe YeM OH KOHYWI.

— He O6ynmy! Kpaber MeHs He mpomyctar! Kro
CKaXeT, YTO OHM He MOTYT 3a6paThCs U3 BOABI NPSAMO B
Jomky?

Ona Obuia mpaBa. JkuM rinotHyn. IIneire B Jioake
ceityac ormacHo. OH He MHOro 3Han o Kpabax, gaxe o
Kpabax CBOCl POOHOI TIUIAaHETHl. A 3TH, C TUIAHETHI
KO’OTOB, BO3MOXHO, el Xyxe. CBepXy OH BHIEJ, YTO
cpeou ITON3YIIMX IO TUIOLIAAKe IOMNaJalTcd ropasao
GonpllKe, YeM Te, KOTOPbIX OHM ¢ Dt M3ii nporHanu
u3 GacceiiHa.

Teneps cTpax pacTCHUI, KOTOPBI OH OIUYIIAN MbIC-
JIeHHO, cTan mpocTto yxaceH. Kak u D Moait, Ixum
XOTeJI 3aKPhITh PYKaMM YIIIM U HHUYETO HE CIIBIATE.

Aman Mait ABUHYNAch K ABEPH, Yepe3 KOTOPYID OHH
BOILLTH.

— MbI JDOMXHBI UM IIOMOYb, MPOCTO HOJLKHBI! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHA.

JIXXMM He MOT OCTaHOBMTb €€, MOT TOJILKO IOWTH 3a
Heil. Ho cryckatbest K KpabaM B TEeMHOTe — €ro YyTh He
3aTOIIHWIO. A MOJIYATUBBIE KPUKU PAacTeHHIl Mpoao-
XaJIM 3ByYaTh B TOJIOBE.

Omwin M3t merTatack He ayMatb. Eciv oHa HayHET
IyMaTbh, To ocTaHOBHTCA. Ho 3ayeM XmaTh, moka 3TH
OTBpaTHUTeJIbHBIe KpaObl Jo0epyTcs o Hee? OHH ¢ [Ixu-
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MOM 3aKpHYaT Ha HUX — IPOMKO, KaK B TOT pa3. [leBou-
Ka B3[OXHyJa pa3, OPYToif, rOTOBSCh 3aKpHUYaThb, Kak
TOJIBKO YBHJIUT, KaK Kpab, IEnKas KIeUHAMH, MON3ET K
Heil.

Ecnu 661 oHM Mornu momoyb pacteHusaM! OHa He
YYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO IUIaYEeT, CITYCKAsCh IO CTYTIEHAM, XOTS
B ropjie YTo-TO 3acKpeOJio.

OHM NPOTUCHYJIMCh B 3aKIMHEHHYIO ABepb. [IXuM
TOTAHY MellloK ¢ lapukaMu. He ciegoBasio ocTaBnsTh
IBepb OTKphITOM Mt Kpa6oB. OH ObIicTpo orisgencs.
Jloaxu nmo-npexHeMy CIIOKOIHO Ka4yaJIuCh Ha BOZE, Kpa-
60B IoKa He ObUIO BUAHO.

O Mbaii ocTaHOBWIAch M YXBaTWiach 3a Kpail Ts-
xénoro Menika. JIeBouka ¢ TPyIOM IOTHSUIA €TI0, HalesCh,
YTO MM yaacTcs pa3OUTh XOTbh HECKOJBKO KpaboB.

— Y710 THI XOYellb CHENATH?

OHa maxe He MOCMOTpesna Ha }Ixmma M TIOYTH HC
cabiwana ero. Eit 6bU10 Tak [UI0X0 M3-32 3THX pacTeHUIA.

— IlepeOblo Bcex aTHX KpaboB, — cKa3al OHa, Aepras
TSKENBIN MeEIIOK, — Iepebblo MX A0 cMepTH!

J>xuM cxBaTwicsl 3a APYroil KoHel Meurka. Bmecre
OHM CMOTJIU TMOHCCTH €ro.

Mpbl IOMXHBI €€ KpUYaTh — HAaNMOMHWIA eMYy
A Moii.

— KoHeuno.

OHu Habpaau Bo3ayxa U OQTHOBPEMEHHO M30 BCeX CHIT
sapormwid. Kpuk pasHéccss mo mpoxoay. OHM cHoOBa
KPHKHYM U TOPOIUTMBO ABMHYINCH BIEPEL.

M tyr Onnu Mboit 3ampoxama. OgHO M3 pacTeHMUIl
yMepio. M or ero cMepTH cTano Tak 60JBHO B TOJOBE.
Cnenosano noToponMThCH, a TO HUKOTO He OCTaHeTCH.
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IIpuGexaB B moMelleHHe c OacceitHoM, IxuM u
Jmiu Mbaii yBumenM, KakK KpaObl pBYT OBa MEPTBBIX
pacTeHMsl Ha YacCTH, CPBIBAIOT JIUCTBS CO CTeONei, pac-
KYCBIBAlIOT OOJBLIMMM KICHIHAMU caMu crebnu. Eme
JBa pacTeHUs MOYTU BbIOpanvch U3 Bogbl. OHM OTOMBa-
JIMCh OT KpaboB OTPOCTKAMH, KOTOPBIMM HOJIb3YIOTCS
npu nepeasiokeHuu. OLHaKoO caMM OTOMTBCS OT Bpara
ABHO HE MOIJIM.

et cHoBa 3akpuyainu. IIpoBomoyHbIN 3KpaH 3a-
CBEpKajJ, a KPUKU MAeTed CTalu MNpSAMO-TaKu
OLJTYLIMTEIbHBIMU.

Kpa6b1, pBaBlUMe MEPTBBIE PacTEHUS, OTCTYIWIH, a
TC, YTO HAMaJaId Ha CIUE XMBbIE, OCTAHOBWIMCh. BTO-
POt KpUMK 3aCTaBII YacTh KPaOoB CIIPBITHYTD B OacceiiH.
JI>X¥IM 3aMeTILT, YTO OHU He YIUIBIBAIOT, @ Cpa3y MAYT Ha
OHo. Ho 4yTo TaM MpoucXoawio, OH He BUIE: KOPUUHe-
- Badt IUIEHKA 3aTAHYNA BCIO: IOBEPXHOCT.

— Ewgé pas! — BuimoxHys1 JKUM.

Jdetn B TpeTuil pa3 3akpuyaau BMecTe. PacTenus,
BBIOpaBIIMeCS U3 BOIbI, 3aKaYaIMCh, KaK ITOJX BETPOM.
Ewg kakas-To yacTb KpaGoB CHPBITHYJIa B BOAY, HO He
Bce. ITocmemHue, XoTa nepecTaB pBaTh pacTeHUA, OKPY-
XIWIM UX U OTKa3bIBAIMUCh OTCTYNaTh. JIXKUM BBHIPOHIIT
TAKEMBIM MELIOK M TIofbexasl K Kpaio OacceifHa.

Horwu ero nockosb3Hy/IMCh Ha JIUCTE, OTOPBAHHOM OT
MEPTBOro pacTeHus. MaJpuMK 3aKpHUyajl, Ha 3TOT pa3 B
CTpaxe, M 3aCKOJIb3WI K TEMHOI Bone. CXBaTUThCA ObUIO
abCOJIIOTHO HE 32 YTO, OH YMAAET IpsSMO K Kpabam!

M TyT YTO-TO MEJNBKHYJIO B BO3AYyXe M CXIO €ro
BBITAIHYTYIO PYKY. YXBaTwio M 3agepxaro. JDKMM He
ynan yepe3 Kpail. PacreHue, KOoTopoe yAepXHBaIO €ro
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CBOMM CaMbIM TOJICTHIM OTPOCTKOM, COTHYJIOCh BABOE
TIOJ ero TSXKECTbIO, TaAK YTO JIMCThSA YYyTh HE KOCHYNHUCH
JIMLIa MaJIbYMKa.

U oH yBuIen HeoGBIMHbIE XIUIKM Ha JIMCTHSIX, XWIKH,
no ¢opMe OeMCTBUTEIbHO HalIOMMHaBIIME IJIa3a.

PagoMm nmosBwiack D Mbsit, cxBaTwia 3a Apyryio
PYKY U moTalwia oT Kpas 6acceitHa. KpaObl, okpyxaB-
IIMe pacTeHus, Telmepb HagBUratuch Ha nereit. He
BcraBas, I>xxum cHoBa 3akpudai. Ha stor pa3 or crpaxa
KPHK ero mnpo3Byyas eiié rpomye. KpaGsl 3anperany B
BOAY.

Onu yxomwiv, HO JIKMM MOHMMAJI, YTO YILUTH OHU
HelajleKo. PacTeHHe OTIyCTWIO ero pyky M pacnpsMu-
Jock. OHo ero crnacio, 3To ToyHo. Y1 oHo omMyanock oT
IpYTHX pacTeHHil. DTO, KaK cKasana i Mbaii, pacre-
HUe-TUYHOCTb. VI OHU Temepb He MOIYT OCTaBUTh
JIMYHOCTD, KOTOpas MX cnacia. Benb €€ yObloT KpaOkbl.
JlonmxeH ObITh BeixoA. Ho ouu ¢ D Mbait He cMoryT
monro kpuyarb. Eciu ObI HaliTM KaKoii-HMOYOb Apyroi
3BYK, KOTOPBIif OHM MOTJIM OBl 3aITyCTUTh... ECiu Ob1 OHU
GoJblIC 3HATHM O TOM, YyTo octanock ot Jlrogei! J[xum
ObUT yBepeH, YTO HaBEepHSAKa Ha OCTPOBE €CThb UTO-TO,
yero Kpabbl aeicTBUTENIbHO 6osATcs. MoXeT, OHM cyMe-
IOT 3TO HaMTH.

I'nasa 7
Borvwou xpur

D Mbaii B3mgHyna Ha JxuMma.
— Yro 6ymem genats? MbI Xe He MOXeM KpU4aTh
GeCKOHEYHO...
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— 3Halo, — comtacwics oH. ['opJio y Hero yxe cagHu-
Jo. A KpabObl, KOTopble YUUIM B BOOY, MOXET, OHH
CIIOKOMHO PBYT KOPHM pacTeHUit? Bemb oHM mo-Ipe-
XHEMY B BoOJe.

— Tme 6b1 pa3no6bITh MOAXOAAILMI WYyM? — DU
Mbsit pasrnsabIBaia, CETKY, KOTopas ocBelllalach, KOria
OHM KpHUYaiHh, U KOTopas KaK OYyITO YCWIMBAJIa 3TOT
3BYK. — MBI JOJDKHBI y3HaTh, KaK YIIPaBIATh 3THM...

Ho xax? Dro ewé onxa Taitna Jlogeit. JxxumMy 3axo-
TEJIOCh ITHYTh 3KpaH, 3aCTaBUTh ero padorars. Bc€ paBHO
YTO MPOYMTATh KHUTY, B KOTOPOI1 BCe CIOBa Ha APYroM
A3bIKe. MabyMK MoTép ropno. ¥ cebs 1oMa OHU MOIJIM
Gb1 3amMcaTbh CBOM KPUK M BCE BpeMsl NIPOUIPBIBATD 3TY
3armuch. Moxer, y JIioaeit ToXe cylecTBoBajia 3ByKO3a-
TIHCh. A MOXET — OH B3IPOTHYJI — MOXCT, KO OThI?

BonpluMHCTBO MX MalllMH (Ha caMOM JeJie Bce, KaKue
Bues [IXkuMM) yIipaBIsuIMCh MBIC/BIO. A MalivHbI JIroxeit
— 3ByKaMH, KaK KpHkH D -Moait u ero camoro. Pyku
M 3BYK — Jliogu ucnonabs3oBain U To U gpyroe. Cyas no
pacckasaM Ko’oToB, JIxoau 60su11ch pa3roBOpoB MbICIIbIO,
OHM YHWTOXWIM OOJIbIIYIO YacTh MOBEPXHOCTH CBOEIo
MMpa, YTOOBl M3THATh KO’OTOB, KOI[Aa y3HaIH, YTO Te
00111a10TCH MBICNBIO.

A KO’OThl He M3[al0T 3ByKoB. TouHee, OHM BOOOILE-
TO MOIYT — MOIYT MypibiKaTb. ECTb y HUX M Opyrue
3BYKH, IPOMKHE M CTpaHHble (10 KpaliHeil Mepe A
IxkumMa 1 Ot Mboii). [Ind apyrux Xe KO’OTOB 3TH
3BYKU MMelOT 3HayeHue. M ecam MauiuHbl Jlronei ux He
CIyIIAIOTCS, 3TO €IIE€ He 3HAYMT, YTO rosoca Ko’ OoTOB
HeJIb3A HCITONB30BaTh IO-ApPYroMy.
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— Ko’oTsl ToXe MOIyT M3HaBaTh 3BYKHU... — JIXum
BCE ell€ mbITayicsl copMyaUpoBaTh CBOIO MEBICIb.

— Koneuno, Moryt! — cormacunace 9 Mai. —
ThI MyMaels... — AeBOYKa Mepeseia B3rn ¢ JIxuma Ha
MPOBOJIOYHBIN 9KpaH, IIOTOM Hasad. — ThI AyMaellib, —
CHOBa HayaJjla OHa, — 4To, MoXeT, Mep u Tupo npuayr
clofla, 3aKpUyaT M HamyraloT Kpa6os? U, Mmoxer, caena-
JOT 3TO Jiydie Hac?

— MoxeT ObITE...

— HyxHo uM ckasaTs! — GBICTPO comtacwiIack DIUIH
Mpsii. OHa 3akpbUIa I71a3a, KaK Bceraa, KOraa cocpeio-
TOYMBAIACh A1 MBICIEHHOTO pasroBopa. Tak eif jerye
GBUTO MBICJIEHHO YBUAETh Mep.

N Mep nogswiacs, Kak U Hagesutach Dwin Moit.
JleBoYKa MOIBITAIACH €if 00bSICHUTD, 1 Mep B3BOJIHOBa-
J1ach.

«MBpI noiiMany OJHOIO TaKOro C KICIIHAMM, — OTBE-
Twia Mep. — Ceituac nonmpobyeM Ha HEM, KaK TbI
npocuiub. ITocMOTpUM...» — €€ MBICITb CTHXIa, U DJUIU
Mbit nogcHwra Ixumy:

— OHM noitManM ofHOro Kpaba U XOTAT IOKpHUYaTh
Ha Hero camu. MoxeT ObITh, MOACHCTBYET.

JIxuM cen Ha Kpaii GacceitHa. PacteHue, Koropoe
CIIaclIo ero, cierka 0GBUCIIO, IUCThS ero AepXKaTich He
MpsAMO, a ONYCTWINCh K ToJIcTOMYy crebaio. Ho oHo
GoJblle He 6OSUIOCh, CKOPEe CIIBHO YCTAlo.

Cpenu MEPTBBIX PAaCTeHUIT BAISUIOCH MHOXECTBO Mé-
TAUIMYECKUX IUapuKoB. Jlpyrue mapukd cOpocuId
XuBble pacreHus. Otkyna oHu 6epyr metan? Kak pac-
TeHHUd MoryT aoObiBaTh ero? HyxHo mMeTh KupKH U
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JIOTaTHI, YTOOBI KOMaTh pyay. JXiM MONBITAICS BCIIOM-
HUTB, YTO 3HAJI O LIAaXTaX U LIaXTépax Ha CBOeH IUIaHeTe.
OH BMIen Ha KapTUHKaX IIaXTEPOB, KOTOpHIE CITyCKa-
lorca mox 3emiuto. Ho oHu Ha cyure, a He B Bome. 1
pacTeHre He MOXET JepXaTb JIONaTy, HE MOXeT KO-
aTh...

OH mbITAICS pa3pellIUTh 3TY 3arafiky, Koriaa B rojJoBe
ero mpo3By4as roioc Tupo:

«deT€HpIu-poany mnpas! OTH, ¢ KIEeWHAMU, GosATCs
HalIUX KPUKOB. MBI MIEM K BaM...»

JI>xuM BcTal.

— OHHU uIyr...

Oin Mbait xMBHYA.

— 3Har. HyxHo Haitru Bexon orciona. Ho eciau Mer
OCTaBUM 3[ieCh pacTeHHsd, KpaGbl MOTYT BEpHYThCS.

Ona onath 6bkuta npasa. Ho npasna M To, YTO KO’ OTHI
C TOCamOYHOM IUIOIIAAKH MOTYT He HAMTH BXON IIOX
KYTION.

— S moitony mowiuny AId HUX NyTh, — DM Mboit
HampaBWIAaCch KO BXOAY B TYHHeNb. — A THI OCTaBaiicsa U
KpHUYM Ha KpaboB.

— A cam noiimy...

Ho 9 Mboit yxe Oexana K TYHHENIO.

— Tbl yMeellIb KpUYaTh IpoMUYe — U, MOXET, JTOJbIIIE,
A xouy mouckarb myTh. Eciu He Halmoy, BEpHYChb, M
TOrAa ThI MOMPOOYEIIb.

U neBouka ckpbUiach B TyHHele. [1e oHa coGupanach
uckKaTh aBephb? XXMM HalIEN TONBKO ONHY, Yepe3 KOTOo-
PYI0 OHM ITOTHSUTHCH B KpYTIyIo KoMHarty. Ho Ta KoMHaTa
pacrionarajach Haj IOCagOYHOM IUTON[aaKoii. JIBeph Ha
He€ NODKHA OBITH JaJibllie.
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BepHyBmIMCh K JIogKaM, D Mait Hayana CHOBa
ocMaTpuBaTh cTeHbl. JIBepb AomkHa OBITH Haiblie, B
IpyroM KoHle mnpuyana. OHa mpolula Tyma M crajia
OLYTIBIBATH KAMHH CTCHHBI.

KaMuy HuyeM He OTIMYATMCH APYT OT ApYyra, ¥ OHa
JIOILLTA TOYTH A0 KoHLA. Janpiie GbUTa TOMBKO Boga. A
JIeBOoYKa He Bepwia, YyTo ABepb Jliomeil MOXeT OTKpHI-
BaTbCA B BOMY.

Ty nBephb OTKpBUI KpUK, Kpuk J[xxuma. Moxer, M eii
nokpyyarb? D Mbsit 4yTh oTOABMHY/NAch, B YIOp
magg Ha creHy. HaGpaB Bo3gyxa, oHa M30 BceX CHUI
3aKpHyaa.

Huyero He orkpbutock. OHa MoTépia JagoHbIO POT.

Kpuk He cpaGoran. Moxer, Ixum nompobyer. Ho
roka HeT. OHa IbITaNnach paccyXaarh JoruyHo. Ecim He
OTKpHIBaeT IPOMKHUI1 3BYK, MOXeT, IMONMPoOOBaTh Apy-
rue?

OHa BCIIOMHWIA, YTO paccKasbiBal eif JIX1M o yeso-
BeKe¢, KOTOPHI CIOBOM OTKphUI newepy. Ho mM-To He
W3BECTHO, KaKue cioBa ucronab3oBatu Jliogu. Hrak...
O Mait mokavana rosoBoii. OHa He cnacred. JleBod-
Ka MpoBeJa A3bIKOM II0 rydaM M HayaJa:

— QOdun, dea, mpu, O’Jlupu,
Yemoipe, namo, wecmo, O /lupu,
Cems, 6ocems, deesms, O’Jlupu,
Jecamo, O’ /lupu, evixodu!

A Ms3ii nena crapyio CYUMTAIKY OOBIMHBIM rOJIO-
COM, TOJIBKO YyTh rpoMuye. OTBera He O6bUTO. Xopouio,
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Tak He noxyywiock. Ho ¢ omHoii u3 MaimmH B I'opone
MOJYYWIOCh. 3HAYHUT, €€ CJI0Ba BCE XE€ IMOXOXH Ha Te,
YTO KCTIONB30BATU Jhroogu. Oin Mbosit B3noxHyna. Eciu
ObI TOJBKO OHa 3Has1a!

— O’JIupu, O’Jlupu, O’...

Hanna! B creHe oOpasoBanachk TpelllHa, Ha CaMOM
nenxe! Dmnin Mbait oT Bo30yXaeHU 3arvisgcaia.

— O’Jlupu, O’JIupn!

I Bepb, HacTosLas aBepb! OHa DOJIKHA yoepXath eé
OTKpHITO. DUt M3li MeTHYIaCh Ha3al M CXBaTWIa elé
ONHY IMOAYIIKY, HO HE CTajJla HaOMBaTh B HEE IIAPUKU.
ITpocto cnoxwria BOBOe M CyHYIa B IOJYOTKPBITYIO
IBepb, a IIOTOM IIPOIIUIAa B IPOEM.

TaM He ObUTO TeMHO, KaK Ha JIeCTHHUlE. Briepeamn
Ipoxan cBeT. I yyTh Mmo3xe oHa oKa3ajiach MOJ OTKpPhI-
THIM HeGOM, Ha Kpalo NMOCaJOYHOM IUTOIIaIKH.

Kpabb1, coTHM U COTHM, ITOJI3aJIH ITOBCIOAY, CJIOBHO 3a
KeM-TO OXOTWINCh. MoXeT, KaK pa3 3a Heil!

O Maii nonatwiace B poxoa. HeT, moka oHu He
TPUOIDKATMCh K Hell. A eCIM HayHYT, OHAa 3aKpWYMUT,
OymeT KpM4aTh TaK CWIbHO, YTOOBI TOJILKO HE ITOPBaTh
TOJIOCOBbIE CBSI3KH.

TTocnelirancs HOBBIM 3BYK, U JIeBOYKa IMIOCMOTpeNa B
He6o. Onacp! D Mait 3amiscana B HereprieHUH. OHu
¢ JI>kuMoM pa3orHajiu TyMaH, HO OCTaéTcs elIE 3aluTa.
Cmoryt m Mep, Tupo m Muya npuseMtuTbea?

®naep ciiyckancsa. A Kpabbl He YXOAWIH C €ro MyTH.
Oum Msii HcIycTiwia CBOI CaMBIif TPOMKMM KpHK.
Kpa6sl nopepHynuch K Heit. Hekoropbie MOMATWINCH.
OHa CHOBa 3aKpHYala, YTOGbI OTOTHATh MX M PacyMc-
TUTDb MECTO I IOCAAKH.
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®naep He cen cpasy, a criepBa 3aBHUC Haj Kpabamu.
Kpbsriirka kaGuHbI MogHs1ach, 1 DU Maii yBuIena He
Tonbko Tupo, Mep u Muuy, HO U AHY U ell€ OBOMX
npeaBoguTencii Ko’oroB. OHM Bce BBICTABWIM HapyXy
roJIOBBI U packpbUTM nacth. M ot MoluHoro pésa gaxe
Oum Maii nonATwiacek B MPOXOJ, 3aTKHYB PYKaMH YIIIH.

Ko’oThl KpuuanM TrpoMye U OTBPATUTENbHEH, ueM
JIIO6BIe KOThI, KOTOPBIX CiIbIIaNa KOTAa-HUOGYDs Duiu
Mbiit. U kakoii 3Byk! OHa Buena, Kak Kpabbl OpoCINCh
K Kpaio 1iardopMbl M MpBITaid B BOAY, KaK BOJHA,
yxoasuiasi ot Oepera.

®naep npU3eMIWICS, KO’OTHI BHINPBITHYIM U3 HETO,
HO TICPBBIM JEJIOM HalpaBWINCh He K JAeBOYKE — OHU
BBICTPOWIMCH B JIMHUIO Ha TOil CTOpPOHe IUTaT®OpMBI U
CHOBa yxacarolle 3aBbUTH. KpaOsl yXe OYMCTWIM BCIO
IUIOWIAOKY M B MaHUKe yOeralru B Mope.

Ewe ponro — Dmiu Mboit Morna G cocyuTaTth AO
OBaglLaTU — KO’OTBHI CTOSUIM Ha Kpaw IUIOLIAAKUA M
M3[aBAIU CBOM yXXacHbIH Boruib. IToToM oHM cMonxiIu U
BO ITIaBe ¢ AHOM HampaBWIMCh K Qi Mbail.

«Ponyy Ko’oToB, — moMbIcmwia AHa, — 3TO ObUIO
Xopouro caenaHo. XOTA TO, YTO BBl HAlUIM, GOJIbILAs
3aragka, yeM I'opoa. ITocMoTpum...»

«[Toxayiicta... — D Mait ocMennach mpepBarh
MBICJIb KO’OLIKM, XOTA HEMHOIo mnobauBanach AHBI. —
J>XM TaM ¢ pacCTeHMSIMM; U TaM eLlé MHOro Kpabos...»

«1a? IMouwun Tymas, — AHa yxXe mnpoluia B ABEpb.
O Mpiii ¥ ocTaIbHBIE KO OTHI ITOCTIEA0BAIU 3a HEll.

OHHU TOPOIUTMBO NMpoGeXaJ MUMO JIOAOK M TMOILIN
no TyHHeno. OTTyaa capnuanuch Kpuku Jxuma. Kpa-
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651! Dt Mait peanynace Briepén. Ho Tupo, Ava u Mep
JepXaTUCh HapaBHe C HEH.

M BoT oHM BOpBalMCh B Ieliepy ¢ 6acceitHoM. kM
CTOSUI Tepel pacTeHHUeM, pa3MaxuBasi MOAYILIKOM C 1ia-
PUKaMM, M XPHUIUIO KpHUYaJI. A M3 BOABI CIUIOIIHBIM
TIOTOKOM BBITION3aJIM KpaObl ¥ HAINpaBISUIMCh K HEMY.

Ko’oTbI 6pICTpO CHOBa BBHICTPOWIMCH IMHUEH U MOLU-
M Ha Kpa6GoB. ITocablmiajsicsi yXacHBII BOIUIb, OHHU
3aKpUYAIH Bce BMecTe. DUt Mboii ToxXe 3aKpuyasa:
MPOBOJIOYHAs CeTKAa Ha CTEHE SIPKO BCIIBIXHY/A, U LIYM
cTran abCcoMoTHO HEBBIHOCMMBIM I yureil. [{eBouxa
MOMBITAIACh 3aTKHYTh X MaJbLAMM.

J>XUM BBIPOHWI TMOAYIUKY M TOXE 3aKpbUl yIIU. A
pacTeHMe 3aTpscloch, KaK OyATO KTO-TO AEprai ero 3a
crebens. Ho kpabpl — OHM He NpPOCTO pa3beXarTuch.
Kpuk cnoBHo cMEn ux B Boay.

Ko’oTsl BhicTpowInch Ha Kpalo OacceifHa, KaK U Ha
TUTOIAKe, M HarHYJIM TOJIOBBI, IS BHU3. Dwin Moaii,
YBUIEB, YTO MX PThI 3aKPBITHI, OCMEJIWIACh OTHATD Iajlb-
LBl OT ylUEeH.

M oHa Huuero He ycnbluanga. Mep moBepHynach U
noAolUIa K Hel.

«JIroogu, KoTopble IMOCTPOWIM 3TO, — IMpHILIA €&
MBICJIb, — CIeJIaJIM U YCWIMTENb 3ByKOB, — OHa MOAHsLIA
Jlany M yKasajla Ha NMPOBOJIOYHBIM 3KpaH, Ha KOTOPOM
3aTyXaJli OTHU. — JTO el OHA MX TailHa, KOTOPYIO MBI
II0OKa He MOXEM IOHATDH».

AHa, Muya ¥ euil€é omyH K0’oT, B KOTopeM Duim Mbait
y3HaJ1a GoMbIIOro 300Toro Ko’ora ®Miueaus, oqHOro U3
IpeJBOOUTEICH, paBHOTO 10 paHry AHe, OCTaHOBWINCH

-
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poasie Ixuma. MalbyuK OTCTYIIWI, YTOOBI KO’ OThI BCTa-
JIM Teped pacTeHHEM.

C MoMeHTa npeKpallleHHs 3ByKa pacTeHue Gonblie
He gpoxaino. Ero BepxHHUE JNMCTbS YYTh OITYCTWIHCD,
CIIOBHO I7A4 Ha KOo’oToB. MoXeT ObITb, OHO YAUBM-
nocs, yBuneB ux. Ho Dt Mbaii 3Hana, yro oHo Oonblie
He 6Gourca. [ToToM oHa yciapnuaga MbICIb:

«3T0... 3Ta HPopMa XU3IHU HE NMPUHUMAET MBICIb... —
3agBiia AHa. — BBl yBepeHBI, UTO 3TO HE NPOCTO
pacteHue?»

«OHoO crnacio MHe XHU3Hb», — GBICTPO oTBeTWI XXM
M MBICJIEHHO ITOKa3all, KaK pacTeHHe MOMEIIATo eMy
ynacth B BOZY.

«Ho oHO He MBICAUT, — BO3pa3wi Ko’oT. — OHo He
TMOHMMaeT Hac...»

«MoxeT, oHO B 4YéM-TO noxoxe Ha Jlomeit, — orBe-
TWI MIbYUK. — OHM Beb TOXE He TOBOPWIN MBICISIMU.
IIpocro pacreHue OymaeT He TakK, Kak Mbl. Ho oHO
TIPUIILTO, KOTAa MbI N03BaJId, ¥ MPUHECIO HAaM METaJLI»,
— M OH yKa3al Ha LIapUKU.

Muya mnpouén K caMoMy Kpalo OacceifHa, OIycTI
JIaly B BOAY M IOAHEC K HOCY.

«B Boge ecTh MUTaHUE IS PACTEHUIt».

JIXuM OBICTpO omucal, KaK pacTeHUSA OTBETWIM Ha
€ro NMpU3bIB M3 KOMHAaThl HaBEpPXy, M Kak Boja cTala
KOPHYHEBOI.

AHa cena M obepHy/Ia XBOCTOM JIallbl.

«DTH pacTeHHUs OTAAIOT METALJI B OOMCH Ha IUTaHMeE.
OHM Tak BBIYYEHHI, 1 JyMalo».

Mmuya KMBHYIIL.
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«A MeTaJU1, BO3MOXHO, M3BJIecKaeTcsa U3 Boabl. Jloau
JIeJTaJI MHOTO CTPaHHBIX Belleit, JaXe ¢ pacTeHUIMM».

«He MoxeT 6bITh! — B3opBaica Ixum. — Kak MoxHo
MOJYYUTh METALT U3 BOAbI?»

«braromaps kakuM-To mpoiueccaM B crebie pacTe-
HUS. MBI 3HaeM, YTO pacTeHUSI MOJIYYalOT IMMILY U3
3eMIH. MBI caMM yXe JaBHO caxaeM HEKOTOphIe pacTe-
HMS, KOTOpble HaM romarcs B Imuury. PacTeHuit Tak
MHOrO, ¥ OHM TaKMe pa3Hble. OHM JalOT HaM BO3MOX-
HOCThb IIMTaThCH, He yOMBad... A Ballld JIIOOH YOUBAIHU
U1 eapl», — U Muda GBIPDKHYI OT OTBpallleHHs.

«Tenepb YTO KacaeTcs 3TOr0 pacTeHHSI, — IPOHOJI-
Xan oH. — OHo Gosbire yeM pacTeHMe. Ero pomuyu
pa6oranu misa JTioneit. YU xora Jliomu maBHO Mcyessu,
3TH pacTeHUA Kak OyaTro He BbIMepiau. OHM COXpaHITH
B CBOeif MaMSTH BBI3OB U TO, YTO 32 HUM UAET nuiua. 1
MPUIIUIA, KOTAa Bbl UX mo3Baiu. M1 OyayT nmpuxomuTs K
HaM. HaM HyxHo emi€ MHoroe y3Hath o JIrongx. Ho sto
BEJINKOE OTKPBITHE, BEJIHUKOE!»

«A Kak Xe 3TH IPOTUBHBIE KpaOnI?» — cIpocuia
A Mait.

«MpbI CBOMIM KPUKOM 00paTWIH uX B 6ercrBo. Moxer,
HaMmETcs Croco6 YCTAaHOBUTh MCTOYHUKU IOLOGHOro
3BYKa BOKPYT BCero OCTPOBa, YTOOBI OHU YIIUTH Tyda, Iae
He CMOTYT HanajgaTh Ha pacTeHHUs. A IO TOro BpeMeHH
MbI BBICTaBUM 3[1€Ch MaTpylb — M3 CaAMbIX F'OJOCUCTHIX
ko’oroB. ITokaxu HaM, OTKyJa MOXHO BBI3BIBaThb 3TH
pacTeHHUs».

Ho 9/wm Mbdit He cpasy moBepHyiaack. Hamporus,
CHayala OHa MOJOIUIA K PAacTeHWIO M M30 BCEX CIUI
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TMOIBITAIaCh MBICIEHHO ITOTOBOPUTH C HUM. PacTeHue-
JIMYHOCTh CTOSUIO TIPSAMO, TMOBEPHYB INIa3a-JIUCTbS K
JIeBouke. Diuth Mait XoTena noxkasarb, YTO OHU IpY3bi,
Hacrosuye npy3ba. IToroM...

Kak paHblile oHa McnbITana cTpax ¥ 00Jb, TaK Tenepb
eif CTaJlo BHYTPHU XOPOIIIO U CIIOKOHHO. MoxeT, pacte-
HMe U He U3MaéT 3BYyKHU, He TOBOPUT MBICIISIMU — HO OHO
YYBCTBYET M YMEET IepeaaBaTh CBOU YyBcTBa!

«CtpaHHO, — JOHecnach Mbicab Preaud, — AeTE-
HBIII TTIOHUMaeT. A 1 HUYEro He MOYyBCTBOBAJI».

— 51 Toxe onryrwi, — BockiIUKHYI JIxxuM. — OHo...
OHO YYBCTBYET ce0s1 B 6¢30MMaCHOCTH U XOUYET, YTOObI MBI
3HAJIU 3TO.

«BpI OBUTH HalIMMU pyKamu, — 3agBun Onenuit, —
TMOTOMY YTO BHelluHe BbI Kak Jltomu. Temepb BbI OymeTe
TOBOPUTh C 3TUMM PaCTEHUSIMM, IIOTOMY YTO 3TOIO Aapa
y Hac TOXe HeT».

O Maii nipotsaHyna pyKy. Ho He KkocHynach TUCTh-
€B, TeIepb BHICOKO IMOTHATHIX.

— OHo... 1 IyMaw, MBI eMy HpaBHUMCH... BCE MBI, —
MeIJICHHO IporoBopivia oHa. — MBI eMy HpaBUMCS, U
OHO XOYET, YTOOBI MBI TYT OCTaBAIMCh.

«Xopollo, — pe3Ko IMOMBICTIWIA AHAa. — A Tenepb
MMOCMOTPUM, YTO MOXHO clenaTh ¢ 3TUM MecTtoM Jlio-
Ieil. Do ellé ogHa MX TaiHa, KoTopasd HaM O4YeHb
BaXXHa, pOOUY-KO’ OT».

Bce mounutu B TyHHenb, HO Dyt Mait 3amepxanach,
rasad Ha pacteHue. [ToTom moMaxana eMy pykoit.

— He 6oiicsi, — ckazana oHa. MoxeT, pacTeHHe U He
MOHUMaeT €€ C/I0B, HO 3aTO ITOHMMaeT YyBCTBa. — MBI
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TaK BCE YCTPOUM, YTO Thl OOJIbllIE HUKOIIA He Gymellb
OosiThes.

B oTBeT OHa olIyTIWIa YYyBCTBO — XOpOIllee YyBCTBO.
PacteHue MemIeHHO B3MaXHYJI0O JIUCTAMH, a DU1d Mbait
MOBEpHYJach U 3aTOPOIWIACh 32 OCTAIbHBIMMU.

3BE3JTHBIE KO’OThI U
KPBIJTIATBIE BONHbBI

T'nasa 1
Kowawui nymo

JIxuM DBaHC Jiexxall Ha CIIMHe B BBICOKOM TpaBe. EMy
To-TIpeXXHeMy CTpaHHO ObLIO BHMIETh Ham coboii 3eié-
Hoe Hebo, XOTA IUTaHeTa 3MMMoOppa — BOBCE HE ero
POOHOII MUp — HAaBHO yXe CTaja i Hero moMoM. Ha
MTHOBeHHe MaJbYMK 3agyMmaicd. Yto craso ¢ 3emnéit,
ToCJIe TOro Kak OHU ¢ DI Mot yneTenu ¢ IUTaHeThbI
BMeCTe C KO’OTaMM, CrlacaBIIMMHM CBouxX poauycii? Ha-
yayach JIM TIOCJIEOHSAA BOIHA, Ta, KOTOPOl TaK OOSUTHCH
KO’OThI?

OHu ¢ D Mbdit ¢ Tex Mop IepeXWIU CTONBKO.
NMPUKITIOYeHUI, YTo MHoraa JIXuM Jaxe 3a0bIBaI, YTO
He Bcerga Xwi cpeayl Ko’oroB. OHM BCTpeyaluch CO
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CMEPTOHOCHBIMM POGOTaMM B TOpoJe XCH, KOTOphIe BCE
el MPOJO/DKAIU JIOBUTh KO’OTOB, XOTSI CaMM XCH MC-
ye3nu O6e3 ciaema. A ellié ¢ MATKMMM M Ype3BBIYAITHO
TIONIe3HBIMU PAa3yMHBIMM PacTCHUSIMH, KOTOPBIM YTPO-
Xau yynoBuila-Kpa6sl. Jxxum u i Maii enBa cyMenu
YUTH U3 TOr0 MOKPOTO IOA3eMeJIbs, B KOTOPOM ClIy4aii-
HO OKa3aJIMCh 3aKIIOYEHBI.

XXMM conporHyJcs, BCITOMMHAs, KaK OOHO M3 pacTe-
HUH CITacjio ero, He Jajgo KpabaM yTaluTh IOI BOAy.

TyT oH ycabiuan rpoMkuit 38oH. Cenl ¥ yBUAEI OIHO-
ro U3 poboTOB KO’ OTOB, KOTOPBIE 3aHUMAIOTCSI PEMOHTOM
KOCMHYECKUX Kopabmeii. OmHako BHMMaHue J[XX1uMa npu-
BJICKJIO ABIDKeHUE Henoganeéky. KauHynace B3aa 1 Biepé
TpaBa. MeJbKHYNIO B BO3IMyXe IMyLIKCTOE TEJNO, MOCIbI-
Lancs rpoMKMM Nuck. Manbyuk BCKOYWI Ha HOTH.

KTo0 M3 3eMHBIX KOllIeK HapyLIIWI 3aKOH Ha 3TOT pa3?
Ecnu oH 1obepéTcs 10 HUX J0CTAaTOYHO GHICTPO, MOXET,
CyMeeT OCBOGOAUTh IUIEHHMKA, M HUKTO M3 KO’OTOB,
KOTOpbIE CUMTAIOT OXOTY TUIOXUM 3aHATUEM, HU4ero He
y3HaeT. JI>kuMy OBUIO Xaslb.3eMHbIX Kowrek. g Hux
0XxoTa — ecrecTBeHHoe 3aHATHe. Crocob J00kBaTh IUILLY
M 3axBaThIBalolllce pa3BieyeHue. M nHorma oHu 3abbiBa-
10T, 4TO Ha 3MMMOpPpe OXOTa 3alpelllcHa.

MasnipuMk pa3sgBUHYJ TpaBy U yBUAen ByTca, KoTopblit
Naroil NpyXXMMaJll K 3eMie MbIIb. ByTc mpeaympexnato-
Lle 3aBOpyall, HO He CTaJl IOCBhUIaTh MbIC/Ib, KOTOa
MQIBYUK ITOAXBATWI ero M ocBoGoann Jo0kryy. Mulika
ybexana.

Tonpko Toraa Byrc mporecryiole 3aBOIMWI U ITOIBI-
TaJICA LiapanaThCcs.
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«3T0 MOE!» — Ha 3TOT pa3 ero rHeBHas MbICIb JIO-
cTuria co3Hanma Ixuma.

«ThI Xouemsp, 4To6bl Te6sI CHOBA IMOMMAIM 3a Hapy-
nieHueM 3akoHa? — JI>xuM BemycTwi byTca u npuHsics
cocaTb OKPOBaBJICHHBIM majell. — Tbl Belb 3Haellb
3aKOH».

JxuMy HpaBwicsi ByTc, 1 OH MOHUMaJ, YTO 3acTaB-
JISICT KOTa OXOTHTBCS, Hapyliask 3aKoH. TpyaIHO 3eMHbBIM
KOTaM U3MEHUTb 00pa3 XU3HU, KOTOPOMY OHM CJIe[[OBa-
JIM ThicAYM JeT. JIXXuM Bocxuiancd IJIaAKoi cepoit
wKypkoit byrca, ero 4yeThIpbM# GeJIBIMM J1antaMH, 6eJIBIM
MATHOM IO HOCOM, ITOXOXHM Ha YCBI.

ByTc rHeBHO XJIECTHYJ XBOCTOM.

«OHa 6bU1a MOS'» — IOBTOPHJI OH.

JI>XUM TipHcel1, YTOOHI IJIa3a ero OKa3ajJIMch Ha OMHOM
YPOBHE C KOIIAYbUMHU.

«ByTc, Tebd Xe Mpeaynpexnald OTHOCUTEIBHO OXO-
TBI».

Byrc 3aBopuyan. BeImycTin MoliHble KOITH. BhL1O
SICHO, UTO OH He XOueT GOoJblie CaylaTh NpeayTpexe-
HUsA, TI0 KpailHel Mepe ceifyac, KOraa OH pacCTpoeH.

MaipyHMK ¢ HECYACTHBIM BUIOM ITOKAYyaJl I'OJOBOIA.
IIpenBoauTen Ko’0oTOB CTAaHOBATCS BCE Gojiee CTporu-
MH. OHM CUHMTAIOT, YTO OXOTa M YOMIICTBO — 3TO 06pa3
>KM3HU IuKapeil. HeqaBHO HECKOMBKO KOLIEK, MOMMaH-
HBIX BO BpeMsl OXOTbI, ObUTH OTIpaBieHbl K CTapeiimm
IUIA HaKa3aHWs.

U rnsana Ha Byrca, KoTopblil, B CBOIO OoYepedb, BHU-
MaTeJIbHO CMOTPEJ Ha Hero 3eJEHBIMU Tazamu, JxKuMm
IyMaJl, He XIYT JIM UX HOBBIC HenpHATHOCTH. Ko’oTHI,
NpWieTaBlIve Ha 3eMIII0 pagy CIIaCEHUS CBOMX COpPOIM-
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Yyeil, CYMTATM, YTO MX IOJET 3aKOHYWICSA YCIELIHO.
BoNBIUIMHCTBO 3eMHBIX KOLIEK ObUIM HOBONBHBI, KaK U
OHH ¢ DUy Mbaii, M3ydyaii MBICIIEHHYIO peyb, YYWIHCh
VIIPaBIATh PoGOTaMM M COBEpPILATh BCe HEOOXOMMMBIE
IeiicTBUA I XWU3HU 30ech. Ho Takke HECOMHEHHO,
3eMHBbIe KOLIKM M0GauBaIuCh KO’ OTOB, KOTOpPbIE 3HAIOT
TaK MHOIO YIUBUTEJIBHOIO.

3a mocnegHue Hedeau caM JIXXKuUM ObUT CBUAETENEM
HECKOJIbKMX CIyyaeB HapyuleHUs 3akoHa. Crapeiiuiue,
Takue, Kak AHa u ®nenuit, He OTHeCyTCI CHMCXOIU-
TeJIbHO K ByTcy, eciu oH OyIeT MpomomkaTh OXOTUTHCH.

«f noitmMan, oHa Mos!» — ByTc mno-mnpexHeMy Hero-
JOBAJ.

MpeicnenHas peyb JIxuma Gbuta ellé He Tak Gerna U
sIcCHA, KaK y DJUutM M»aif, HO OH mocTrapajcs HalpaBUTh
ByTcy caMyio CWIBHYIO MBICTb.

«OHa TeGe He HYXHa I IMUILUM...»

byrc 06mu3HyNICsI KOHYMKOM PO30BOIO A3bIKa, CIIOB-
HO OH OBUI IroJIofieH.

«Mosa! A nmoitman...»

«OHa He HyXHa Tebe oI MULIU» , — ITOBTOPMI JIXK1M.

«OxoTuTBCSI, JIOBUTh — OBTO IMpeKpacHo», — ByTc
KOITSIMM pBaHyn credsu TpaBel. bpocuB Ha [Ixuma
TIOCJICAHMI B3INIS, OH rnoBepHyics U ucues. HasepHoe,
OTMpPaBWICH Ha MOMCKHU HOBOI1 JOOBIYM. '

BeccMmpiciieHHO ObUIO 3BaTh ero. MajJIbuMK ¢ Hecyac-
THBIM BUAOM CMOTpesl KoTy Bciend. OH B3HOXHYI U
HarnpaBWiIcid K CTPOGHMSAM y KOCMoIlopTa. TaM cros
JIOM, KOTOPbIH pPOOOTHI IOCTPOWIM IJIA HEr0 U DIUIU
Moii.
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Korma xuM Bowén, Diwtn Mbait cMesiace. PamoMm ¢
Helt neHuBo cBepHynack Ilokanor, mécrpas Kouika, c
KoTopoi Dt Mbaii mo3zHakoMwiach B J€Hb IpPWIETa
cioga. Koumrka HaGmiogana 3a IMOAPOCUIMMU KOTSTaMu,
KOTOpBIe KapaOKaJiCh Ha AEBOYKY, NMPUHIOXUBAIUCH K
€€ TMYILIMCTOMY KOCTIOMY M MTPaJIH OPYT C OIPYTOM.

— Kaxute oHu MiuTbIe! — He3aMeUTUTENIBHO 00 bSIBIIa
D Mait. OHa noyecana Imox ogoopoaAKOM MaTh, U Ta
TOAHAIA TOJOBY M MYpJIBIKaHBEM BBIpaswia CBOE yHo-
BOJIbCTBUEe. — ITokamor, y TeOs nmpekpacHas ceMbHl.

Capgce, [IxxvM noxyman, nocnenyet iy [Toxanot sem-
HBIM OObIMasAM M CTaHeT JIM YYUTh MATBIIICH OXOTHUThCA.
Bsutn Msit oTOpocHiia B CTOPOHY I'PUBY YE€PHBIX BOJIOC U
BHMMAaTEJIbHO TIOCMOTpEJIa Ha Hero.

— Tl BRINISAAMILD PaCCTPOSHHBIM, — CKa3ajla OHa, —
B uéMm geno?

— CHosa noitmain Byrca 3a oxoroit. ManeHbKas Mblmi-
Ka. Ml oH He XoTeln cnyliaTh, KOTja g €ro ImpeayTpeni.

Oiu Mbait nepecrana ynploaTbCs.

— Oror Byrc, oH HapBEéTCA Ha HenmpuUATHOCTU. Morno-
OEXb MoapaxaeT eMy. MoOXeT, TOXe TMOIMbITacTCs
oxoTuTbcsd. CTapeiflliuM 3TO He IMTOHPaBUTCH.

— U oH mpocTo HE XO4YeT CiayllaTh, — IOBTOPII
kM. — A g He Xo4y, YTOOBI ero HaKa3bIBUIU. TpyqHo
MPOXUTD BCIO XU3Hb [T0-CBOEMY, @ TIOTOM ICPECEIUThC
Ha HOBOE MECTO U OOHapyXWTb, UTO BCE, UTO THI Jena-
ellb, HEeMPaBWIBHO.

«Myapsle cloBa, JETEHBILI-POINY KO’ OTOB».

JI>XM He MOANPBITHYJ, KaK OOBIYHO, KOTIAa JIOBWI
MbIcab Tupo. OH npocTo NMOBepHY/ICA K ABEPH.
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TaMm crosut Tupo, BEICOKO MOTHAB XBOCT; OeJIbIif Tpe-
VrolbHUK Ha €ro TOJOBE CBETUJICH, CIOBHO
HapucoBaHHBI1. [TokanoT noaHsIach, Mo3pajla CBOE ce-
MEHCTBO M BbIILUIA, YBOAS 3a COO0M KOTSAT. KM 3aMeTiw,
yTO OHa Aaneko obonura Tupo, Kak 6yaro mobanBarace
ero.

Tupo cen Ha OTMHAKOBOM PacCTOSTHUM OT JIXuma u
O Mait. ITocMoTpen Ha Jxuma.

«/la, B TBOMX CJIOBaX MyIPOCTb, poauy Ko’oToB. IIpo-
GieMa HallKMX pa3IMYMi CTAHOBUTCS BCE ClIoXHee. M,
KO’OTBI, IOJITO XWIH II0-CBOEMY, @ HAllIM POACTBEHH KU
Ha JpYTMX MHpaX TeM BpeMeHeM H3MeHWIHCh. Y Hac
MMEIOTCSI 3aIMCU O KOJIOHMSIX HAIIMX pPOJCTBEHHHKOB
cpeau 3Bé3n. KTo 3HaeT, YTO CTaJI0O ¢ HUMH Teneps?

Korna-to Ha 3emsie ¢ HalllMMM poAW4yaMH obpaiia-
JHUCh KakK ¢ paBHbIMU. Ho kxorma mioaM 3a6buiun
MBICJICHHYIO peyb, HalllH POOUYM CTaJIM IUIEHHMKaMHU U
napusasMi. Ko’oroB yOMBaJIM, 32 HUMH OXOTWINCh, M MX
TEePIIeJN TOJBKO MOTOMY, UTO OHM CaMH OXOTIUIMCh Ha
CylllecTBa, IoedaBllivie Npurackl miogeir. MHorma mux
LIEHWIM 32 KpacoTy, HO HacCTOSIIMMH APY3bIMH OHH
HUKOTIJa He OBUIH».

Tupo noMomnyan M MOTOM TNPOTOJIKHI:

«3gech, Ha 3UMMOppe, Ha Hac OXOTWIHCH XCH, TIOKa
MX cCOOCTBEHHOE 3HaHUE He ODEpHYNOCh MPOTUB HHUX U
oHM He yMepiau. [locie 3TOro Mbl NMOKJISIHMCH, YTO HU-
Koraa He 6yaeM oxotutbes. Korna Mbr mpuBo3wim ciona
HalUMX POAWYEH, MBI CUMTAIIH, YTO CYMeeM Hay4dMTh HX
XWTh B MUpe C APYTUMHU popMaMH XHu3HH. Teneps xe...»
— OH 3aMoJIyaJ, Mo-MpeXHeMy mang Ha JXuma.
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Manbyuk MOHAI, YTO JHOMXHO ITOCHENOBATH HEYTO
OYCHB BaXKHOE. '

Tupo NpoIoIXWI:

«Crapeifiliie MOHUMAIOT, YTO HYXXHO NMPHHATH pellie-
Hue. Ko’oThl M KOTHI He JODKHBI CTAHOBUTBHCS Pa3HbIMH
IUIeMeHaMM. OTo ObUIO OBI OYeHB olmacHO. Mexay HaMu
Bo3pacTajio OBl HemOOpOXEIaTEeJIbCTBO, MOXET, AaXe
HaYaIHuch ObI BOMHEI, KaK Y Bac, JIIOACH, pOAUY KO’OTOB,
KOrJla OHM HEOQWHAKOBO MOHMMAJIH, YTO MPaBWIbLHO, a
yro HeT. HyXXHO NpeAnpuHATh YTO-TO, YTOOBI Mbl OCTa-
IUCh €IUHBI.

BTO cTpeMJIeHHEe OXOTHUThCSA XapaKTepHO He MUl BCex
3eMHBIX KOTOB. BOJBUIMHCTBO YX€ CTIH HACTOSUIMMM
Ko’oramu. MIX KOTAT MOXHO HayduThb HallleMy obpa3y
XM3uu ¥ Mbica. Hac Gecmokost apyrue. XoTsi OHHM
MOCTYTAIOT, C TOYKH 3peHUA KO’O0TOB, HEMIPAaBWIBHO, MBI
C HUMM He cITopyuM. MBI BOJBHBINH HApOX M Bceraa 6uutn
takuMu. Ho ObITh cBOGOIHBIM O3Ha4yaeT NMPU3HATh, YTO
JIPYTOil MOXET XUTh U MBICIUTD II0-CBOEMY.

Tak YTo Xe¢ HaM JenaTh C KOTaMH, KOTOpbIe NpUHEe-
CIH ¢ coboif cBoif obpa3 xu3Hu? HakasbBarh ux?
Caenate HalUMMM TUleHHMKamMu? Ecim MBI Tak mocty-
MM, MBI CTaHEM TaKMMH Xe, KaK XCH. JoJkeH HalfTHCh
APYTOM MyTh...»

«Tupo, — JIXUM IbITaJICA CAEJIaTh CBOIO MBICICHHYIO
peyb O4YeHb SCHOM, — MOXET, 3eCh rIe-HUoyabp obura-
10T BpeIHbIE CYLIECTBa, Ha KOTOpPbIe HY>KHO OXOTHUThCH.
Kak Te xpabbl, KOTOpBIE YOUBATH pa3yMHbIE PaCTCHUS».

«Moxer 68rTh. Ho, pommy xo’oroB, Hamu Crapeii-
e oOayMBIBAIOT Opyroi IvtaH. Temeph, KOraa y Hac
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MO BWIOCH JOCTATOYHO MeTa/lla ¥ MbI MOYUHWIM CTa-
phie KocMHUYcCKMe Kopabsiu, MBI MOXEM CHOBa
OTIIPaBUTHCS K 3BE3MaM. B mpolutoM MbI 3HAJIM MHOTHE
MMpBI. MoXeT ObITh, HABECTUM T€ U3 HUX, Tlie KOrIa-To
nocenwiuch Haiiu Ko’orbl. M y3HaeM, 4To ¢ HUMU
CTaJIO».

«MoxeT 6BITh, — MBICIEHHO 3aroBopwia Duiu Maii,
— TaM XUBYT KOIIKH, KOTOPBIM HyXHa nomomp. O6
3TOM THI AyMaelib, Tupo? IToMoub ApYrMM cBoeit Kpo-
BU?»

XM B3BOJIHOBaHHO TMOJAJICA BIEPEA: «A KOLIKH...
OHM Belb, KaK M ByTrc, — OXOTHMKM U BOWHBL.. OHHU
OynyT HYXHBI TOBCIOLY, Ile ciayuywiack 6ema. OHHM C
YIOBOJILCTBUEM OTIIPABATCA TyAa, TaK Bedb, Tupo?»

«TsI npaB, poguy ko’oTroB. EcThb MUpHI, TOe TIPHUToO-
IATCH OCTPhbIe KJIBIKM M KOTTH YMEJIOrO OXOTHHUKA».

JI>xuM HeyBepeHHO MoBéa ruiedyamu. IHTepecHo, cTo-
WUT JIM TOBOPUTH TO, YTO YXe HAaBHO Y HEro Ha yMe.
Heyxenu u oH GIiCKe MO CKIAAy yMa M IMOBEIEHMIO K
Byrcy, Hexenu Kk Tupo? OH BocxMiiaeTCa pa3BeJYMKOM
KO’OTOB, HO €My IOHATHO U B0o36yXneHue byrca, koTo-
poe TOT HCHBITBIBacT BO BpeMsa oXoThl. M1 Kaxmpri pas
KaK OH BHIMT OOJbIIME KOCMUYECKHE KOPadIy, 3aKOH-
YeHHbIe poOOTaMU, eMy XOUETCS Y3HaTh, KAKOBO 3TO —
JIETETH K 3BE3aM. .

EnvHcTBeHHBIIT pa3, KOTAa OH JIETE] B KOCMHUYECKOM
Kopabuie, ero ycermwiu emié Ha 3emine. Ho xakoBo 310 —
ToJieTeTh K APYTMM MHpaM M Bc€ y3HaTh 0 HUX? JxuM
TMOYYBCTBOBJI XOJOAOK Ha CIIMHE — M Ha 3TOT pa3 He
XOJIOOOK HCITyTa.
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YETKO U SICHO AOHecaUCh MbIcIU THUpo, MpepBaBILINe
MedThl JI>KMMa 0 KOCMHUYECKUX ITyTeIlIeCTBUAX:

«HaunHaerca coser Crapeimnx. OHM XOTAT roBo-
PMTH C BaMM, pOIUYH KO’ OTOB».

Ou xuBHyn [Dxumy u Dt Moit.

XM BcTas1, a AeBOYKa ITOAOILIA K HEMY.

— Te6e HpaBuTcsa Byrtc... — ckasan oHa.

— A 1e6e Ilokanor, — pasapaxéHHo oTBeTWI [IXuM.
— Byrc xopomnit KoT. OH TOJNBKO IOCTyIaeT, KakK
MPUBBIKIM KOIUKMA. Y Hac IoMa JIIOOM TOJbKO pagoBa-
JHuCh OBl BCAKMI pa3, KOTAA OH JIOBUT MbIlb. S Xouy,
yTo65I ByTC NMOHST 3aKOHBI KO’OTOB, HO M KO’ OTBI JJOJIX~
HBl MOHUMaTh- byTca. 3T0 Bcero JUIUbL XeJlaHUE
CIIpaBeUTUBOCTH.

Ot Mboit KuBHYyA.

— KoHeuHo. He momkHo 6BITH KOTOB U K0’ 0TOB. Kak
ckazan Tupo, HyXKHO HayYUThCs OBITh APY3bSIMU U XUTh
BMecTe. Ho Ha 3To moTpebyeTcs BpeMs.

JleBouka morjagwia JIAAOHBIO CBOMI MEXOBOM KocC-
TIOM, TaKOM Xe€ MpPUATHBIM Ha OLIYIlb, KakK LIepCThb
IToxagort.

3uMMoppa — Jydlllee MecTo, Kakoe 3Hajia DU Mait
3a BCIO CBOIO XM3Hb. Ho Temepb oHa ObU1a HecyacTHa U
BCTpeBoXeHa. YTO ecu KOLIKM M KO’OTHl He HayyaTcs
XuTh BMecTe? OHa MpHBBIKIA K ToMy, uTo [lokaxor u
TakMe, KaK OHa, 3IeCh YYBCTBYIOT cebs kak aoMa. 1 He
3aMeyaja, YTo He BCe KOIUKHU AOBOJBbHEI. ByTc — mpe-
KpacHBIIl KOT, M OH JieJIaeT TOJBKO TO, 4To M Beceraa. Ho
ecn ByTc M TakMe, Kak OH, He HaydaTcsl NMpPHU3HaBaTh
3akoH? Dyim Mbsii nmokayaia rojoBoif, MbITasich M3ba-
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BUTBHCS OT TPEBOTH, HO 3TO Y He€ He momywviock. OHa
3aTopoInUiachk Beaen 3a JXXUMOM.

T'aasa 2
3amepanHana KONOHUR

«J1o6po 1moxkanoBaTh, POAUYM KO OTOB».

CosHIIe IPKO OCBeITOo IIAAKYI0 pPhDKEBaTO-KOpUY-
HeBylo 1IKypy Dnemug. OH 3aHMMaJ caMoe BBICOKOE
cugeHue Crapeiiumx.

CoOpasicsa Bech coBeT. [leT HUKOTAa TaKOro cilé He
Bunea. Hexoropsx ko’oroB JIxuM 1 Dmwm Mait maxe
He 3HAIM, IOTOMY YTO T¢ NMPUGHUIM M3JaTeKa.

OHu nexanu, nogodpas 1101 ceOs JIansi, HO He CITaJIM.
MHorue cuaenu, Yy UX IToaEpruBaInch, r1a3a Giecre-
. Tupo u Mep cenu paaom ¢ JxumoM 1 D Mboii,
MOTOMY 4YTO OeTH ObUIM Ha MX OTBEeTCTBEHHOCTH. Tak
TOBEJIOCH C TOM HOXIIMBOI HOUM Ha 3eMiie, KOraa OHM
MONMPOCWIN ABYX Pa3BEeIUMKOB B3SITb MX C COOOM Ha
3uMMoppYy.

JIxuM ornsgencs. PelleHyst coBeta XIamM B OCHOB-
HOM KO’OTBI, HO OH YBMIEN U HECKOJBbKO Koluek. EMy
110Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO B 3agHEM psAAY OH 3aMeTw1 M Byrtca.

«M#1 cobpanuce 3mech, — Dneauit BOCMOIb30BAICI
OTKPBITOM MBICJIEHHO Peyblo, YTOOHI ETH TOXE CMOIIU
MOHATh, — YTOOBI NMPUHATH BaXHOoe pelreHue. Ilomyyus
HOBBIC MAaTepHaIbl I PEMOHTa, MBI yXe 3aBepIIWIU
MOATOTOBKY 3BE3AHBIX Kopabieit. Ko’orbl cHoBa MoryT
YCTPEMMTBCS K 3BE3IaM.

Korma-to MBI mocewiaid gpyre MMpHI B ITOMCKax
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3HaHMit. I HamM pogyyy Hauwtk ceGe qoMa Mo ApyTHu-
MM COJIHIIaMH. B 3TH KoJIoHMM 6eXaH M Te, KTO clacaica
OT XCH, KOTJla OHM TIPeBPaTIIN 3TOT MHUP B IOJIC BOIHBI.

Tenepr MBI MoxeM neTaThb cHoBa. Ho cyiectByer
npo6JieMa, KOTOPYIO HYXHO O6ayMaTh OYEHb TIATE]Ib-
Ho. MpI, KO’OTBI, XUBEM B MMpe C TeX IOpP, KaK XCHU
3aKpBUTHCH B CBOEM ropojie, ¥ IpUOOpeEH 3a 3TO BpeMs
MHoOro 3HaHuil. Ho He yTpaTwiu JIu MBI 4ero-to?»

3onoras ronosa Paeaud moBopaynuBalach U3 CTOPO-
HBI B cTOpOHY. OH, JOJDKHO OBITH, ITBITAICA 3aIJITHYTh B
rasa ciaymareieil. JIxxuM OBUT yBepeH, UTO KaKoe-TO
MrHoBeHre CTrapeifllinii cMoTpes NMpIMo Ha Hero. DJUIH
Mbsit myMana, YTO OH CMOTPMT Ha Heé. Y JeBOYKM Jaxe
MOABWIOCh CTPAaHHOE YYyBCTBO BMHBI, XOTf OHa 3Haja,
YTO HMYETO IUIOXOTrO He Cleaa.

O Mait BonpocuTenbHO B3rAHYyAa Ha JIxumMa. Ho
OH BHUMaTeJIbHO cMoTpesl Ha Crapeiiliero, M oHa He
CMOIJIa TIPOYECTh €ro MEICITH.

Onenuit POIOIKII:

«MBl MCKpeHHe BepuM, 4YTO 00pa3 IOEeHCTBUI XCHU
HeIpaBWIbHBII — HeJIb3d YOUBaTh TOIBKO ITOTOMY, UTO
MbI 6ouMca. Yl moToMy, YTO YTO-TO B HacC 3acTaBJIsieT
JIOBUTh M YOMBAaTh MEHBIIME CylecTBa. TaK MBICIWIH
XCH — HE MbI».

CHosa B3ran @neaust mpol€n no psAgaM cieBa Ha-
NnpaBo — Y Ha3al. ‘

«Jlaxe KpaboB U3 MOpS MBI CyMEIM OCTAHOBUTH, He
y6uBasg. Mbl, KO OTHI, MOKISUTUCH OOJNblIe HE MCIIONb30-
BaTh KOITH ¥ KJIBIKM IIPOTHB IPYTHX».

CHoOBa OH TIOMOJYI, IISAAA Ha caymateseil. JXum
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noép3san. Eciu tam, c3agu, Byre, ecnu @aenuit 3HaeT 06
ero OXoTe M TOBOPUT ceifyac, oOpallasch Hemocpelx-
CTBEHHO K HEMY...

Ho ®aennit Momyan Heqouro.

«MBbI monaranm, 4YTo, pyKOBOACTBYSCh CHJIOM MBICIIH,
CMOXEM XUThb CIOKoitHo. Ho 3TOT Hall TUXMil MMp He
MoXoX Ha apyruhe. Yro ecnu, ynereB K 3BE3IaM, MBI
OOHapyXUM, YTO CIIOCOOHOCTh yOHMBaTh, KOTOPYIO MBI
HEHaBUAMM, Ha APYTHUX IUTaHETaX — He0OXOOUMOE yCIIo-
BHE BbDKUBaHUA?»

Omu Mbii yBudesa, Kak lIeBeJbHylIach AHA — ellié
onHa u3 IlepBrx Crapeinnmx. OHa OTKphUIA POT, BO3-
MOXHO, XOTeJIa Bo3pa3uTh. J[Boe CTapeilux MIaaiiero
BO3pacTa TOXe MepeIISHYINChH, CIOBHO XOTEIN CKa3aTh,
YTO 3TO HEe MOXeT OBITh NMpaBaoil. MoXeT, OHY CUMTAIOT,
YTO HET TaKOro MecTa, Te Obl KO’OThl He MOIIH Iobe-
IUTh, JeHCTBYSI TOJBKO MBICIIBIO.

Ho Ha ponHeii rutadete Dt Msii aTo He Tak. [Jaxe
KO’0TaM MpUILIOCh TaM AeiicTBoBaTh TaitHo. Komrxu
TaM — MPOCTO XUBOTHHIC. JIIOOM HUKOTAA He MOBEepWIH
OFBI, YTO Y KO’OTOB MOTYT OBITh KOCMHYECKHE KOpalJIi.
OHa cHoBa nmocMoTpesna Ha JI>kKMMa ¥ MoHsIa, YTO MaJlb-
YUK OTyMaeT O TOM Xe.

3TO Tak, BHyTpeHHe cornacwica JIXuM: MBI JeTaIu
Ha JIyHy, HO 3TO JIMIIb IEPBbIH IIAr MO CPABHEHMIO C
TeM, YTO CHEJATIH KO’OTHl U YTO OHM MOIYT ceaTh
CHOBa.

«MBI IPUBBIKJIM CYUTATh, YTO HAll 06pa3 XM3HU —
€OIMHCTBEHHO BO3MOXHBIA. Ho, pomriu, ecim MbI CHOBa
OTTpaBUMCSI B KOCMOC, OKaXeTcs JIM Halll CIIoco6 neit-
CTBUIA caMbIM Oe30MmacHBIM?»
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Panom ¢ IxxumoM BcTa Gonbiioil peokuit ko’or. Ha
TPYJH Y HEro MobjecKUBaIo MaclsiHOE IATHO. DTO OBbUI
Muwuya, K0’ 0T, KOTOpBIH PYKOBOIUT poboTaMu, paboraro-
IIUMU 10 METaJLTYy.

«Crapeitmii, — obparwicsa odH K Preauio, — nei-
CTBUTEJIbHO, Y HAaC TOTOB KOPabJib, CIIOCOOHBII JONETETh
JI0 caMbIX HaJIbHUX 3BE34. M ecTh cpeau Hac Takue, KTO
oby4eH mosértaM. OgHako Tenepb Thl TOBOPMILIb, YTO
KO’OTaM ITOHaZoOWUTCS HeyTo OoJsbliee, YeM 3HAHUS
nonéroB. Ho yto uMeHHO?»

JI>XvMy IOKa3aJoCch, YTO MBICIb MMuM mHpo3Byyaia
HeTOoIyIolle: OH KaK GYATO ITOCUMTAN, YTO YCOMHIIMChH B
ero CriocoOHOCTSIX.

«MBI He cOMHeBaeMcs HM B HallMX KopalOJisax, HU B
YMEHHUAX TeX, KTO Ha HUX ITOJIETUT, — Cpa3y OTBeTHII
®nennit. — Hac TpeBOXUT TO, YTO IPOU3OHAET Mocie
BBICQAKM Ha YyyXoil rutaHere. BoT 3mech...» — U OH
MOCMOTpEJ BHM3, CIOBHO MCKaJlI YTO-TO. JIUIM M3
3aMeTWIa, KaK AHa IOATOJIKHYJA JIallod MaJleHbKUM
awndyek. Oaeanil MoJoMET K HEMY.

«Te, KTO coBepLIWI THONET Ha IUTaHeTy 3eMJIsT, YTOObI
BHIPYYMTh HAIIMX POAWYEi, 3HAIOT, YTO 3TO TaKoe. DTO
3aIMCch MaplipyTa, KOTopas NMpUBEAET KOPabib K LEeH.
Mbl BEIGpany e¢ cpedy HAIIMX CTapbIX 3amuceit. 3mech
3amMcaH MaplIpyT Ha IUIaHeTy, Kyga Oexasro MHoro
HallIMX BO BpeMs BOMHEBI C XCM.

51 He Mory.JaXe cKa3aTbh, CKOJIBKO JIET TIPOIIJIO C TeX
1op, Kak IMoCAeTHHI Hall KopaGib JeTan Tyaa. MbI He
3HaeM, YTO TaM MPOU3OLLTO0. Y HAc eCTh TOJIbKO AJaBHUHA
OTYET pa3BebIBaTEeIbHOrO KOpabiisi, B KOTOPOM YTBEp-
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XIaeTcsA, YTO Ha IUIaHeTe HeT Ty3eMHOM pasyMHOI XU3-
HU. Tak Kak kopabib OerjieloB He BepHYJICH, Halla
3alaya — Y3HaTh, YTO C HUMHU CTAIIO».

Muya nogouwiésn, TOHIOXal KacceTy C JIEHTOH; €ro
JIUJIMHHBIE YCHI 3aTpeleTalu. .

«3TO 3amUCh NMEPBOro Moj€Ta, — 3aMETWI OH, — HO
OHa O4YeHb cTapas».

«MoxeT, Jaxe CIMUIKOM cTapasi, — BIIEPBBIC 3aT0BO-
pwia AHa. — Mbl He cosHaBanu, Kak 6bICTpo MAET
BpeMsi. HeT, poaun Ko’oTel, — OHa BCTala, U €€ LIMH-
HBII1 XBOCT 3aXOWI B3a[ U BIepE, CJIOBHO NMTOMYEPKUBAA
ClIoBa, — MbI JOJDKHBI CHOBA B3[IAHYTh Ha 3BE3MBL
MoxeT, MbI CIUIIKOM PaCTOJICTEIM U 3AIEHWIUCH...»

Kax ®Pneguit, oHa MeJIeHHO 00Bella BCeX B3IJIAIOM
cJieBa HaIlpaBoO M OOpaTHO.

«Hauu poayun ¢ 3eMin mpuHecau ¢ coboil HOBYIO
KPOBb, HOBbIH 00pa3 MbICIIEil, YTOOBI OHM CMEIIATUCEH C
HamuMu. HekoTophie ux o0brdau CTpaHHBI I Hac, OHU
Jaxe KaxXyTcsi HaM HenpaBWIbHBIMK. Ho oHUM ycBOMWIM
¥MX I CaMO3al(UTHl B TPYAHbIE BpeMeHa OMacHOCTE.
MBsI MOXeM MCIONIB30BaTh UX. MBI HE XOTHM, YTOGHI Te,
KTO XXMBET He TaK, KaK MBI, yJleTai HacwibHO. Ho MbI
npejjaraeéM UM BO3MOXHOCTb OOpaTHUTh CBOU OCOOEH-
HOCTH B MPEUMYILECTBO I BCeX Hac.

B nyTemecTBMM BO3MOXHBI onacHocTH. Y motoMy Te,
KTO TIPUBBIK K ONAaCHOCTH — JIaXe K OXOTe, — HaWmayT
TaM Ui ce0s1 cBoOoay».

IxuM obneryéHHO B3moxHyna. M3 Byrca M mpyrmx
3¢MHBIX KOTOB BBIMIYT XOpOILME HCCIEHOBaTEIU, OHU
HayYWINCh OCTOPOXHOCTH M OBICTPOTE, YTOOBI BEDKUTb.
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Takas paborta mMmenHo mig Hux. Ho comtacarcd mu 3ti
KOILIKM Y4acTBOBATh B TIONETE K 3BE3maM?

IToxuHYTH Ge30macHBIl A0M (a Y MHOTMX M3 HUX €ro
HUKOIJa paHbllle He OBUIO), CHOBa YUTH — 00 3TOM
clenoBaso MmoayMaTh. [IXKuM HaxMypwicad. A HalaeéTcs
JIX MecTo Ha Kopabiie mi1sa Hero ¥ Dt M»ai?

Ero xocHynace pyka, BepHYB K AeHCTBUTEIbHOCTU.
I'maza Omimn Mbait cusut, 6oblINe U SpKHE Ha CMYTJIOM ~
JIMLIe.

— MB=I TOXe JOJDKHBI JIETeTh, — IpOIUEIITala OHa.

JxuM KuBHYI, 671arogapHbIif, YTO OHa pa3felaeT ero
BO30yXIeHMeE.

C mpyroit CTOpPOHBI IlIeBeJbHYJICA THpo, MOTEPCA O
MaJIbYyMKa MyIINCTHIM IUIEYOM.

«AMeHHO Tak, poauy Ko’oroB. Bel 06a u3 Tex, xro
BCeraa Xo4eT Y3HaATh, YTO XE JAJIBIIE...»

Tupo — crapiuimii passeauuk. J[>XXuM ObUT yBepeH, UTO
ero u3bepyT IUIA TMOJNETA B YKcie nepBbx. Ho xBatuTt 1
y Tupo BIMAHUA, YTOOBI U OHM c DM Mb>3it cMoru
TI0JIeTETh?

B xoHlIe KOHLIOB MM pa3peurwiy aereTh: Crapeiinine
pelIWIN, YTO 3eMIIIHE 00JIamaloT IMOJIE3HBIMM CHOCOG-
HocTAMM. BaxHee Bcero oKas3aJIUCh MX PYKM, KOTOpBIE
MOIYT XBaTaThb M JepXaTh MHCTpyMeHTHL. Ha uyxoit
IUIaHeTe YeJIoBeYyecKHe PYKH MOIYT CTaTh CaMbIM Heo0-
XOOUMEIM Ui BeDKMBaHMA. K ToMy ke Mo3r neteit
pa6oraeT mo-apyromy, u ®rexuit 3aMeTWI, YTO U 3TO
MOXET XOPOILLO TOCTYXUTh UCCIIEHOBATEISM.

Oxunax 6bU1 chOpMHUPOBaH M3 KO’OTOB M KOIIEK.
JI>xuM obpamoBasics, YBUIEB CPeAH MEPBBIX 10O6POBONb-
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neB Byrca. Bce oHM HOXHBI ObLTH NPOBECTH OOJBIIYIO
YyacTh IMyTellecTBUA B ITybokoM cHe. BoT 3to Ixumy
yXe He HpaBwiock. E -0 Bcerga crpalimia BO3MOXHOCTD
TIOJIOMKM MalllMHbI, IPOOYKAAIOIIEH CIALMX, Toraa Obl
OHM HUKOraa Gosbllie He NMPOCHYIHUCH.

Manbyuk Bcé euié aymMal o6 3ToM, Koraa OHU ¢ DJUTH
Mbi1 BepHyaUCh B CBOM COOCTBeHHBIM oM. JleBouka
MeJICHHO oIIfifesia MX XWINILE. DTOo ObUIo Jyylliee U
caMoe MpHATHOE MECTO M3 BCEX, YTO OHa KOraa-iubo
Bugena. OHO HMUYeM He ITOXOMIUIO Ha ITOM, OTKyJa OHa
oTmnpaBwia 0abylIKy B OOJIBHULY U KyOda 00Jibilie HUKOT-
Ja He Bo3Bpamanachb. FIHorma, mnpasma, Daau Mbaii
xoTenock... Het! OHa pe3ko BBINIPSAMIIACH; 3TO HE MpaB-
Ia, Ha caMOM Jeje oHa He XxodeT 3toro! OHa pana, YTro
npwieTena cioga ¢ JIxxuMoM, paga, yro Mep BbiOpaiia eé
cBoeil noapyroil. Dwau Maii Kpenko oGHsIa GONMBIIYIO
KO’OIKYy.

Mep rpoMKo 3aMypiblKaia M KOCHY/IAch ymHaBLIei
NpSay Boioc Diutu Maii.

Jpy3bst — Y HUX Temepb ecTh HobphIe ApY3ba. Bemb
Bc€ OOEpHYJIOCh TaK Xopolluo (XOTd HHOrAa M OhIBaIO
CTpAlIHO). A Telnephb Y HUX BIepeaIy HOBOE MPUKIIOYE-
HUe, y Heé Uy Jxuma, y Tupo u Mep.

— 4 paga, — Bcayx NporoBopwia oHa, — S pajaa, YTo
OHU JeTAT ¢ Hamu. WIHTepecHO, KakuM OymeT 3TOT
HOBBII MHUp.

IIIna moaroToBka K KOCMMYECKOMY ITyTELIECTBHIO, U
IHM Jetenu Gpictpo. XXM momoran Muye npoBepAThb
HeOonblLoi ¢aep, KOTOPHIM BOCITOIB3YIOTCS IOC/IE BbI-
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calIK¥u Ha JAIEKOM TutaHeTe. B MexX3BE3gHOM Kopabie
JIJIS Hero ObUI BhIIeJIeH ocoObIi TpioM. Diutn Mait BMec-
Te ¢ Mep orbGupasa NpoaOBOJbLCTBHE, O0OOpYTOBaHME
TICpBOM MOMOIIM M ApyrHe HeoOXomuMble npumackl. Y
XOTS IETU TOXE YUYWIUCH YIPaBIATh MallMHaMU U MH-
cTpyMeHTaMH, JIXXUM Tenepb ObUI paj, YTO OGOJBIIYIO
YyacThb ITyTH KopabJieM OyaeT YIpaB/ATh MaplIpyTHas
JIeHTa, KOTopas Y NMpPUBEIET Kopabib K L.

Korma Hactymwio BpeMs cagurhcs B Kopabiab, Bce
ObICTPO 3aHSIM cBoM Mecrta. Yerwlpe Ko’ota: Tupo,
Mep, Jluct (momoiyHuK Mwuyu, 3HarowMit BcE o0 Ma-
IIMHAX U KOCMMYeCKMX Kopabmsix) u [eM, KoTopwlii
pa3bupaercs B 3amucax. [Iarb 3eMHBIX Kouiek: bByrc,
Cam, bBeccu, boit 1 Kenan. BceM uMm TpynHo Gbuto
MPUCIIOCOOUTBCA K MUPHOH XM3HM Ha 3UMMoOppe, M
OHU C HeTepreHUEeM XIAUTH HOBOTO MPUKIIOYSHU.

Bckope Hayanm meiicTBOBaThb COHHEBIN ras, u JIxuma
MOTAHYA0 B coH. IlocinegHee, YTO OH 3alIOMHWI, —
Muya, npoBepsIONIMii, HAa MeCTe JIM MaplIpyTHasg 3a-
rmch. JIXKMM TaK XOTeJI CIaTh, YTO MOYTH He MOYYBCTBOBAI
crapTa Kopabus.

Ecau JIxXuMy HM4Yero He CHWIOCh, TO DM Mbait
BUIEIa BO CHE, YTO OHM OKa3alUCh B MeCTe, e TpaBa
pacTeT BBHILIE MX TOJOBBL. TaM OBUIO TEMHO, M YTO-TO
JIBUTAJIOCh B TEMHOTE, BBICJIEXMBAIO HX, MEIUIEHHO NpH-
OmmDkasgch M He HHUKOrga ocTaHamauBasgch. Cephue
IeBOYKHM OWIOCH TaK CIIBHO, YTO OHa ObUIa yBepeHa:
€CJIV OITyCTUT B3[JIAH, TO YBUAMT, KaK ITOAIPBITUBACT €€
KocTioM. Bo pTy y He€ mepecoxio, U oHa Gostach, Kak
HMKOTZa B XM3HU.
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Bosutach oT4acTH MOTOMY, YTO HE 3Hala, YTO ABU-
XeTcs B TEMHOTe. 3HaJIa TOJILKO, YTO OHO IUIOX0€ U KaK
OHa HM Oymer crapaTbcf, HE YHWIOET OT Hero. Tpasa
CJIOBHO OINyThIBAlIA €if HOTM H...

— O Mboii!

OHa oTKpbUla I1a3a M yBuaenaa JIXuMa, KOTOPBIit
BBIDJIAAE] YOUBIEHHBIM U, MOXET OBITh, TOXE ClIerka
HMCITYTaHHBIM. Bokpyr Oosblie He LIenecTesia TpaBa, a
no0JieCKUBATH IJIadKUe CTeHBI KOpaduis.

— O Mbsit, yro ¢ Toboit?

JleBouka HEMHOTO ITOJIeXajia, TMPUBBIKAsE K MBICIH,
YyTO OHa B 0€30IMacHOCTH.

— Bcé B mopsanke. Ilpocro aypHoii COH.

JIKUM KMBHYJN, KaK OyITO TIOHSUI.

— Xopowo. Ot Mbosit, M1 npwierenu! Mbl Ha
HOBOI1 IUTaHeTe, Ha CaMOM aee!

T'rasa 3
Hanaodenue sxayxos

OHHM OCTOPOXHO BBILUTH W3 KOpabsd M MX BCTPETWI
COBEpILUCHHO 3eJEHbII MUp. OrpoMHbIe pacTeHUs, pas-
MEpOM C JIepeBbs, KaK Jiec, oKpyXanu ux. Cepaue Dum
Mbit noanpeirdyno. OHM TaK HallIOMHHAIU €€ COH.

— BoIrnsgaur... oyeHb CTPaHHO... — ILIEMIOTOM IPOro-
Bopwia oHa. Eil 3axorenock BepHyThcs B Kopabib. Ho
Mep norépaach o He€, M JeBOYKA, MOTIAIUB KO OIIKY
1o rojioBe, NMoyyBcTBoBalia cebd nyyuie. PagoM ¢ Mep
OHa HHYEro He GoHTCS.

IOxuM BMecte ¢ THpo MpolIEN HEMHOro BIEpEd.
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Pa3BemuuK-Ko’OT IepXXaJl roJIOBY BHICOKO; YCHI €ro TOp-
YyaJy KaK aHTCHHBI.

D Moit noBepx CTBOJIOB IMTAHTCKOM TPaBbl CMOT-
peina B He60. OHO O6bUIO ronyboe, MOYTH KakK Hebo
3eMJIH — MMpPHBIE ITyILKWCTBIe 00JlaKa ¥ MHOTO COJTHEY-
Horo cBeta. Ho cosiHIle moYTH He MPOHUKAIO B ITyOb
TyCTOi TPaBHIL. )

3aro y JIxuma cpasy nosiBwics Bornpoc K Tupo.

«JIeHTa, KOTOpasi MpHBeJa HAC CIOAA, MOIIa OCYILEC-
TBUTbH IMOCAKY Iie YTOAHO WIH TOJBKO Ha CITELIMUTbHOM
nocagoyHoM none? Sl He BUXY 3AeCh HUKAKOIO TOJS»,
— MaJIb4YMK XOPOILO MTOMHWI, KaK BbIVIAOAT TaKue Mo
Ha 3uMMoppe. '

Tupo npockonab3Hy MUMO JIX1Ma Tak, YTOObI OTHe-
JIUTh CBOUM TEJIOM MQJIbYMKA OT BHICOKOI TPaBblL.

«Xopoumit Bonpoc, poauy Ko’oroB. JleficTBUTEIbHO,
JieHTa JO/XHa ObUla MocaauTh Kopab/ib Ha IMOATrOTOB-
JeHHoe mone. M mMockonbKy 3TO He Tak. — OymeM
OCTOPOXHBI».

Byrc nporucHyncs mexay Mep u O Mbait. Tlpo-
weén mumo Tupo u Ixuma. Y npexne yeM pasBeqiuk
WIM MIBYUK CMOTIJIM BO3pa3uTh, ByTc OMHMM NMpHDKKOM
Kcye3 B TpaBIHOM Jecy. [Ipu 3TroM OH TMXO Bopual,
LIepCTh Y HEro Ha CIIMHE BCTala AbIOOM, XBOCT pacity-
LIWICS, a YIUM NPYDKAIUCH K TONOoBe.

B TtpaBe mocnbianics 1opoxX, oHa 3akayarack. U
MOHOTOHHO€ BopuaHHe byrca Bckope cMeHIWIOCH IPOM-
KHM KpMKOM BbI3oBa. JIxxuM ocraBiwt Tupo, npoGexan
MeXIy IBYMs TOJICTBIMM CTBOJIaMM, YyTh He YT, CIIOT-
KHYBILUHKCH O TIYIO JIUCTBY... ¥ BHIPBICS Ha OTKPLITOE
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MecTo. 3eCh TUTOCKHME KaMEHHBbIe JUIMTBI He MO3BOJIUIH
pacTu TpasBe.

Byrc, mo-mpexHeMy HCIycKas rpOMKHe BOIUIH, Tis-
Twica K xumy. OH ABHO MCIyTaicsd CcCyIllecTBa, Ha
KOTOpOe TaK Hepa3yMHO HaOpocwics. [Ixum, Hora Ko-
TOPOro moMaja B IUeJAb MeXIy IUIMTaMH, YyMajl Ha
YeTBEepeHbKU psaoM ¢ byTcoM kak pa3 BoBpeMs, UTOOBI
STOT HOBBIIl Bpar HamajJ M Ha Hero.

K HUM 33a0M IATWIOCH OTPOMHOE, IMTOX0Xee Ha XyKa
cymectBo. O6paniéHHasE OT HMX TYCKJIO-KpacHasl Ie-
peoHAA 4YacTh Tejla MpATATach 3a ropasgo Oosblueit
3agHeil yacThlo — 4épHoil U Onecrsaueit. CyliecTBo
6put0 pasmepoMm ¢ Jxuma. IIpexne yeM MaabuuK cMor
BCTaTh, JJIUHHbBIC 3aHUE JIAMbI CylleCTBa IMPUITOIHLTA
CIIMHHOM TMNaHLMpb, U OTTYAAa BHIPBAJIOCh OOJNIAKO TY-
MaHa.

Byrc nuxo 3aopas ¥ MpUHSUICS TepeTh JIallaMH HOC U
rnasza. JIXKMM ToXe Kak OyATO MoJaBWICS M 3aKallUIsUICS.
I'nasza eMy ciioBHO 060XIJIO YacTHYKaMHU ruraMeHu. Crné-
3Bl PYYbSIMU MOOeXaTH Mo 1ekaM. Ho ckBo3b cié3bl OH
BCE-TaKM pasrisies, KaK I'MFAaHTCKUH XyK yOexan U
CKPBUICSI B TPaBIHOM JieCy.

Jxum axHyn. Termeppb XIJIO He TOJBKO IJIa3a, HO M
ropyio. Cné3sl cMArYWIM 607b B IIa3ax, HO HUYTO HeE
obneryayio moxap B ropiue, U J>XvMM, MbITasCh BCTATh,
MOYYBCTBOBAI CWIBHOE T'OJIOBOKPYXECHME.

— dxum! — Omwm Mbsii cTosna psAaooM ¢ HUM Ha
KOJIeHsX, 0OHMMas 3a rieun. OH MocMoOTpes Ha IeBoY-
Ky, KOTOpas MpeBpaTWIach B CMyTHOE IIATHO.

— Bonpuioii... TMTAaHTCKUIA XYK.
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Manpyuk IMO3BOMWI IIOCTaBUTH cebd Ha Horu. U
3aKaUULSUICA TaK CWIbHO, YTO HUKaK HE MOT OCTaHO-
BUTBhCA. O Maii nipogosrkaia KepXarh €ro, 1 oH 6bU1
pan aToMy. JIXXuM Gosics, YTO eclIM AeBOYKa €ro OTITyC-
TUT, OH YTMaIET.

CkBO3b TyMaH B Iiia3aX oH yBumen byrca. BemHbrit
KOT KaTaJicd 1o 3eMJIe, Kpu4yaJl, IMXOpagoyHo TEP Jiarna-
MM Mopay. XXMM yMyapwics MOOONTH K HEMY U B3SThb
Byrca Ha pyku, XOTS ymepXUBal ero C TPYIOM.

OHM BepHyIMCh Ha Kopabab. Dmiu Mbait nmpomsuia
JIXyuMy nU1I0, TIPOMOKHYJIA 3aKphIThle IJIa3a MATKOI
TKaHblO, 3aCTaBWIa BHIITUTH JIEKAPCTBO U3 KopabeabpHOMI
anreykd. ByTcy moMoyb oKa3aloch TpyOHEe, MOXET
OBITh, TIOTOMY, YTO OH CTOSUI NPSAMO Ha ITYTH SIOBHUTHIX
6pbIar. JKMM GECIIOKOWICS O MOJNOAOM KOTE M YCTDPO-
WICS PAIOM C HUM, ITBITasCh NMPOMBITH €My MOpAY H
IJ1a3a, Kak TOJIbKO CaM ITOYYyBCTBOBAI ce0s JIyyllIe.

«Kak ero rmasa?» — TpeBoXHO cIipocwI oH y JeMma,
KOTOPBIi1 3HAJI paCTeHUS U YMeJI JIeUUTh 0OJIe3HU KO’ OTOB.

«0, ¢ HuUM Bcé OymeT B nopsgake, — JIXumy mokasa-
Joch, yTo JleM roBOpuUT He OYeHb COYYBCTBEHHO. —
MoxeT, 3T0 Hay4yuT ero ocropoxHocti. OH He cMI-
KOM 3ayMbIBaeTCs, KOTJa MEHCTBYET».

He 3agymbiBaercs. JIXXKHUM 3HaJ, YTO 3TO OYEHB IUIO-
XOIf OT3bIB OZHQIO KO’OTa O APYTOM.

«A Teneps, — TUPO BepHYICA K HUCIOJHEHUIO 00d-
3aHHOCTe KOMaHAOuUpa, — Telepb, PoAWd KO’OTOB,
pacckaxu, KTo Ha Bac Hanal. Korga Mol 1106pa.11.nc1> o
Bac, HUYEro He YBUAEIH, TOIBKO KTO-TO yberaj B Tpa-
Be».
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JIxuM 3amuran. ZKkeHHe B IJ1a3zaX NMOYTH NpeKpaTH-
JIOCB.

«[Toxoxe Ha XyKka — o4eHb OOJIBILIOro XyKa, POCTOM
c MeHs. Ho atoro He MoxeT ObITh. Kyku He OBIBalOT
Takue OGOJbLIME».

«Yro Takoe Xyk?» — crnpocuw1 Tupo, 1 JIXXyM ToJbKo
Terepb MOHMAI, YTO HU pa3y He BHIeA Ha 3HMMoOppe
XYKOB. DUt Maii MOXeT co3iaBaTh YMCTBEHHBIE Kap-
TUHBI IpYe ¥ YETYE, YEM OH, ITO3TOMY MATBYHK O0paTHICS
K Hel.

— D Mbaii, moaymMmaii o XyKe, BOT TAKOM, — M OH
ommucan LBeT U ¢popMy CylllecTBa, HalaBlIIero Ha HUX.

«CylliecTBO, XUBYILiee Ha caMOii ITOBEpXHOCTU 3eMJIH,
— MeUIEHHO TporoBopwwi Tupo. — ¥ Hac MX Majio, U
BCE OHM MaJIEeHbKHE». )

«Hy, 3T0 He MajeHbKOe», — Bo3paswi JxXuMm.

«Ecnu 310 TpaBa, — mpepBaia MX D Mait, — o
TaKoii GONbILIOM TpaBbl B XU3HM He BUena. Bonbiuasg
TpaBa, GONbIINE XKYKU — MOXET, 3TO OJHO U TO Xe?»

«Pa3Be B 3amMcaX HeT CBeAcHMIT 06 3Toil riaHeTe?»
— cnpocwt xum.

Tupo oTBeTWI He cpasy.

«OTYETH ecThb, — CKa3aJl OH HakoHel. — MpbI HX
BHUMaTEJbHO U3YyYalM, MpeXxie YyeM BhOpaTh IS IO-
JéTa 3Ty IwiaHeTy. Ho B oTY€Tax HUYEro He roOBOpHTCS O
TMraHTCKMX cyliecTBax. MoXeT, MPOM30ILUIO YTO-TO HE-
OXUWIaHHOE C TeX NOop, KaK MNOABUIMUCH HallHU
KOJIOHMCTBI».

D Mbsit ¢ cOMHEHMEM OIIAHYNACh.

«Ecnu cioma nmpwieranu Ko’oThl, pa3Be HHM4Yero HE
momxHo octarbea? Kak Mbl ux HaitneM?»
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«Tonbko He memkoMm, — BMelanach Mep. — M#I He
3HaeM, KTO eLIE 3eCh NMpsSYeTcsi, — OHa JIaloii yKasana
Ha TpaBsHbIE IDKYHIIIH. — YTo HacyeT duiaepa, crapiumii
6pat? CMOXET OH HeCcTH Bcex Hac?» — oHa obpaujaiach

K Tupo.
«HyXHo ycTaHOBUTB 3TO KaK MOXHO CKOpee, — OTO-
3BaJicAd CTapUIMi pa3BedyUK. — Jla, MBI CMOXeM

ucrnonbs3oBath Gnaep. [1o kpaitHeit Mepe okaXxeMcsl Halx
TpaBoii. Ho... 4To-To crpaHHOe... JeMCTBUTEIBHO, 31ECh
MPOU3OILIO YTO-TO CTPAHHOE».

«A MOXeT, Hac Clofia NpUBe/a HelpaBWIbHas JieHTa?
— JXxuMy mpuiLIa B roJiIoBy HOBasg MbICIb. — 1O ecTh
JeHCTBUTEJIBHO JIM 3TO Ta caMad IUIaHeTa, Ha KOTOpYIo
KOTIa-TO YJIETeJIH KO’ OThI?»

«B 3TOM HeT oMGKM, — peluTeabHOo oTBeTIT THpo.
— HMeHHO Ha 3Toif IUIaHeTe MOCEIWINCh HAIlM POaU-
yn. [ToaroMy MBI JOIDKHBI ¢ MOMOLIBIO (hiraepa pa3y3HaTh,
YTO CMOXEM».

M3 TproMa mocrenHo BBIBEJIM MaJIeHBKMIA JleTaTeNb-
HbIf ammapar. B HEM Obuto moBombHO TecHO. J[XuM,
O Mbsit v HenpUBBIMHO TVIXVI, ITOAaBJICHHBIA ByTc
(Tupo B35 ero, oYeBUAHO, YTOOHI ITOKa3aTh, KaK OMac-
HO OBITh HEOCTOPOXHBIM) BTHUCHYJIMCh Ha 3agHee
cugeHue. Tupo, Mep u Hdem ycenuch Bnepemu. [eMm,
KOTOpPBI NMOMHWI OpPMEHTUPHI, HaWIeHHbIC MNEPBbHIMU
HCClIeI0BaTesIMM, TIOCTYXXUT UM IPOBOTHUKOM.

Korna oum BbuteTeIn M3 Kopa6ns, IxuMm Gecrpe-
CTaHHO HACTOpPOXeHHO orasaabiBaicsa. HamageHue
SIOBUTOrO XYKa 0Ka3aJoCh COBEPLICHHO BHE3aITHEIM, U
Ternepb MUIBYMK AYMaT, 9TO X€ MOXET UM BCTPETUTHCA
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B cienywouuii pa3. BHesarmHo Dmiu Mbsit cxBatwia ero
3a pyky: «Cmotpu, nruusl! Her, 3T0 He mTHLBDY, —
MonpaBWiIack OHa, KOTAa OMHO U3 3TUX CYILECTB MOAJe-
Teno moGauxe K ¢aepy ¢ SABHBIM HaMepeHUEM
aTaKOBaTh.

Ha xyxa 310 6pUI0 Hemoxoxe. SIpko-xeénroe Teno ¢
YyEpHBIMHM ToOJIocaMM, y3Kast Tanusa. OOQHO U3 CYLIECTB
SAPOCTHO PHMHYJIOCh Ha HUX CBEPXY.

O Mait oxHyna M cxana pyky Jxuma: «31o Xe
ocel! OHM XansTcs!»

DTO0 AeHCTBUTENBHO OBUIM OCBl — OCHI Pa3MEpOM C
MHIIOWKY. XXMM HanpmKEHHO CIeIWI, KaK OrPOMHBIE
HaceKOMbIe PBICKAIM BOKpPYT Jiiaepa: CBepXy, CHM3Y,
nosciony. Jla, yKyc Takoro xajna OyoeT cMepTeIbHBbIM.

Tupo nomusn ¢maep Bonue. Hexoropoe BpeMs och
THaJIMCh 32 HUMM, HO TIOTOM OTCTIH: ¢iaep MOAHSICS
Ha BBICOTY, Ha KOTOPYIO OHM OKa3aJlHUCh He CIIOCOOHBI
B3JICTETh.

CuneBiive Bo ¢diaepe BUAEIU, KaK THEBHO MeUyTcs
ocbl. BHM3Y pacKMHYMHCh TpaBsIHbIE IDKYHIJIM, MHOIAA
OHM TMpEepHIBAINCH pa3sBAIMHAMU 3MaHMI1, TTIOXOXHUX Ha
T€, YTO KO OThI CTPOAT Ha 3uMmMoppe. IXXuM pelnwi, yTo
KOTa-TO 31eCh OBbLT ropo.

Korma oc He crano BUIHO, OHM CHOBAa CIYCTWIHCH
noHke. K ceBepy nmokasanuce xoiaMsl. JleM cooGuiwi,
YTO 3TO IJIaBHBIII OPUEHTUP. TUpPO MoBepHyn ¢iaep B
TOM HalpaBJIeHUM.

Ot Mbaii, NpUILypUBIIMCH, CKIOHWIACh BIEpEN,
KOrja YTOo-TO HOBOE YycTpeMWIOCh K KabuHe. CHoBa

- HaCeKOMbIE, TOJMBKO 3TH, XOTh M KPYIHee OC, He Kasa-
JIUCh TAaKMMM YTPOXAIOLLIMMH.
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— babouxu... — meBoyka pacrnpsgMwiack. IloroM no-
G6aBwia: — A MOXeT...

— Crpexko3sbl, — mnonpaBuwin IxuM. OH maxe rmoxa-
Jie], YTO CIMILKOM MaJIo 3HaeT O HaCEKOMBIX — KaKue
M3 HUX TPUYUHAIOT Ooib, a Kakue Oe3BpeaHbl. Ho
MaJIbYUK OBUI YBEpeH, YTO 3TH JIMHHbBIC CTPOIHBIC
BO3IYIIHbIE TAHLIOPHI, C MX KPY>XCBHBIMU KPBUIBSIMU U
OTPOMHBIMM INIa3aMM, He omacHbl. OHM Kak OyAaTo He
obpamany BHMMaHMA Ha ¢naep. IIpocto BumMCh BO-
KpYT, CIOBHO MallIMHa ObUTa OOHOM MX HUX.

— He gymalo, 4yToGBI OHM XAIWINCh, — J00ABWI
Jlxum.

Omiu Mbaii crerka paccMesach.

— babymika Bcerma HasbslBajla MX KopoMbiciaMu. Ho
CTpaHHO BMOETh MX TaKUMHU OonbuimMu. Moxert... Mo-
XKeT, MBI CaMU YMeHbLIUTHCh. HeyXelu Takoe MOIo
CAy4uThcd?

3Byyasnio nuko. Ho Meicibp He Gojiee OuKas, 4eM To,
YTO OHM YBHUIEIU BOKpPYT, moayMan JIxxum. OH Tak Maio
3HaeT O KOCMHYEeCKHX KOopaGisX U O TOM, KaK OHHU
neiictBytoT. Ho yMeHbUINTBECS — KOpabJilo BMecTe co
BceM, yto B HEM? Her, Bpsa M Takoe Bo3MOXHO. OH
Tak U cKasal, U MUHYTY CITYCTS MBICICHHOH peyblo C
HUM corjlacuwiack Mep:

«ThH1 mpaB, pomwu-geTéHbINL. JleiicTBUTEIbHO, Ham
BCE 3IeCh KaXeTCs CTPaHHBIM, HO HEe Halll pOCT M3Me-
Hwicsa. YTo-TO MpPOM3OLLUIO C XM3HBIO 3TOH IUIAaHETHI.
Mbpb!I IOKHBI JECTBOBAaTb OCTOPOXHO M OOHapyXWTh
MPHYMHY>». .

A Mbaii mogyMana o 35aHUAX, TOYTU CKPBIBLIUXCA
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Ternepb B TpaBe, U J[)K1M ToXe IOMKEeH ObUT MX BUACTD.
Tam ke IBHO HUKTO Oonblue He XUBET. Kyna ucuesnmu
ko’oTel? Byrc ¢pIpkHyna, Kak GyATO y Hero BCE ellé
Gosen Hoc, U Dt Maii noyecana kora 3a yxoMm. OH He
CTaJl MYypabIKaTh, Kak Mep, HO' U He OTCTpaHWICH, U
JleBOYKa pellwia, YTo cMy HpaBUTCA. MoXeT, MOHsLI,
YTO BIIEpeIU UX XIYT HENPUITHOCTH, U 3aXOTe] obLrec-
tBa. Cama Dyt Mbait Toxe YyBcTBOBaa NMPUOIVDKEHUE
OIMACHOCTH U ObLIa pala, Yyro psaaoM Mep M oHa MOXeT
KOCHYThCSI €€, €CIM 3aXOYeT.

®naep nmpomorxan MONET, M CIPEKO3bl CKOPO OCTa-
JIMCh TMo3aAu. BHU3Y TAHYIUCH OOHU JIUILL TPaBSHBIC
IDKYHIJIM, TIpepbIBaeMble TOMYOBIMM TIJla3aMU HebOoJb-
mmx o3ép. Ham o3€paMu Kpyxxwmu JieTatourie HaceKoMblIe.
J>X1M He ObUT yBepeH — CIMILKOM OBICTPO OHHU IpoJie-
TEJX Had 3THUM MECTOM, — HO €My II0Ka3ajlioCh, YTO
LIBETHI IWIUI TOXe ObUTM HeOOBIMHO KpYTIHBIe. MoXeT,
TaM U JIATYIUKH COOTBETCTBYIOLIME, POCTOM CO CJIOHOB?
BrITh MaJIeHbKMM B GOJIBIIOM MHpe — 3TO CTPAIIHO.

ITo Mepe MpUGIMXEHUS K XOlIMaM TpaBa IMOCTeTIeHHO
penena. [Toxkasanuch ckansl. Pnaep Habpan BeicoTy. B
TpeuMHaX CpeAy YCTYNOB CKaJl BHM3y pOCIU He-
Oonpuive naepeBLa. JleTaloIMX HAaceKOMBIX He ObUIO
BHIHO.

Tupo mpousHéc:

«TyT ropasmo Berue. Moxer, JieTalouiue M Ioji3ano-
ILIMe HaceKOMbIe He JIIo0AT Xonoaa. [leM, pa3Be He 31eCh
COOHpATUCh MOCTPOUTH MOTOAHYIO CTAHLMIO?»

Cepblit monocarstii [lem 6p01 MeHbIlIe TUpo. OGBEIYHO
OH CMOTpEJI 110 CTOPOHAM TaK, CJIOBHO BeIlM UHTEPECy-
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10T ero OoJblle, YyeM Jiogu WM Ko’oTel. MHorma oH
JeiicTBOBaJ, KaK ofauH 13 CTrapeiiuux, CIMILIKOM 3aHS-
TBIi CBOMH MEBICIAMHU, YTOOBI OOpaliaTh BHUMaHUE Ha
yro-To elé. Kak pa3 ceityac oH NMpikKuMascs K KOJIIaKy
KaOGMHBI, TOJIOBa €ro ITOBOpAaYMBATacCh U3 CTOPOHH B
CTOPOHY, OH KaK OyaTO cTpeMWicid YBUAETD YTO-TO BaX-
Hoe.

«/la. TaM MbI, BO3MOXHO, HailIéM YTO-HUOYIOb, YTO
CKaXeT HaM...» — MBbICJIepeyb CMOJIKIA, CJIOBHO KO’OTa
He TPeBOXWIO, YTO OCTaJIbHBIC HE YCIBILIAT €ro MHe-
HME.

OHM JleTeM Bc€ Hayiblile, BHUMaTeJbHO Habiiomas,
HO He BUIEIH HU OXHOIO 3XaHUS KO’OTOB. THPO IMOIHSLI
¢naep BeIlIE, YTOOHI MEPENETETh Yepe3 OOHY OCOOEHHO
BBLICOKYIO BEpIIMHY, U 000THYN ¢€. 1 cpa3y Xe IMocCibI-
magock Bo36yxnéHHoe wmmreHue [lema. ToyHo, BHU3Y
CTOSUIO 3aHue, NPYDKMMAACh K cKaje, KaKk OyaTo cTpo-
HTEJIM OMAaCaJIMCh, YTO €ro CHECET BETPOM.

«3JTO Xe CTaHUUA Iorogbl! — BOCKIMKHYNT JeM. —
Ectp kakoii-HMOyab cUrHajia, crapumuii O6par?» — OH
nocMoTpea Ha Tupo.

YyTb nmo3xe pa3BeIUUK ITOKayal rojIOBOIL.

«MépTtBoe MecTo. Bumure?»

Betep, 6yps 1, BO3MOXHO, MOJIHMM Pa3pyLIWIH 31a-
Hue. Tereps M BCe OCTaJIbHBIE Pa3mIAACIU IIMHHYIO
HEPOBHYIO TPELUIMHY B CTeHe. THPO, OMBITHBIMA ITWIOT,
noaBén ¢aaep oncke. CTeHa ¢ TpelIMHOM obeclLBeTH-
nach ¥ noyepHena. Heyxenn mMonnus, mogyman JkuM.

Ero Meicnp momxBaTwia Mep:

«39T0 He MOXeT OMTh ciaegoM Oypul»
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MeicneorBeT THpo nMpo3Bydan CIOKOMHO, HO ClIOBa
3acTaBWIM JIXX1MMa B3ApPOTHYTh:

«3T0 caenana He 6ypsd. Tsl BUaena pa3BaauHbl XyKH,
Mep. IToxoxe Ha Hux. Ciaeanl orHEMETa».

Mep 3amrumnena:

«Xcu! JlomxHo OBITH, OHM IOCAEAOBAIM CIOJA 3a
HalMM»

«3T0oro He MoXxeT OBITh)» — Bo3paswt leMm.

«Bo3MoxHO, 3mech NOOBIBAT OXMH KOpabib C TEMH,
KTO TOKJISUICS YOUBaTh Hac, — HacraumBaia Mep. — ¥V
HMX OBUTO MMEHHO TaKOe OpYyXHe, U OHHM HEeHaBUAEIU
Hac».

«HeTt, — Tuxo nmporoopwt Tupo. — deMm mpaB. 310
HarnajeH!e TPOM30LLUIO TOCHe TOT0, KaK XCH MOKMHYIH
xocMoc. Ho mng Takmx paspylieHU TpeOyeTcsi HacTos-
vt orHeMéT. Ilo HalIMM cBeleHUAM, APYTUX BpParoB Y
Hac HeT, a KO’OThl He BOIOKOT JpPYT ¢ ApyroM. To, uTo
3[eCh TIPOM3OILIUIO, He JeJIO PYK XCH, HO He MeHee 3J10€».

Mep 3apbyana.

«3HA4yuT, THl CYMTacllb, CTApUIMH OpaT, YTO HalIH
poaMYM HALUIM 30eCh He HOBBIM JOM, a TOJNBKO eIlé
xyauive 6enpl? Ho Benb B oT4éTe pa3sBeJUMKOB rOBOPU-
JIOCh, YTO TYT HET pa3syMHOM XW3HW; UMEHHO ITI03TOMY
3Ta IUIaHeTa ¥ ObLIa U30paHa, Koraa Mbl pelIIN OCHO-
BaTh KOJIOHUIO».

«BepHo, — cornacuinca Jem. — Tak rosopurcd BO
BCeX 3anmucsaxX. Pa3 wiu IBa MbI CETWIMCH Ha IUTAaHETaX,
TIe yXe cyllecTBOBaIa Bbicliasd XU3Hb. U Bcerma aTo
3aKaHYMBAJIOCH IUIOXO».

XoTbh OH M He obpalaica K AeTAM Hanpamyio, JxuM
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M O Mbaii foraablBaiMCh, YTO OH MMEeT B BUIY.
Ko’oroB Ha 3emie BHauyajle BCTpe4YalId KaK Opy3eid.
IToTroM moau oOpaTWIHCh NPOTUB HHUX, U BCE TOLLUIO
HarnepeKocsK.

BriepBble Ha CBOEM cUAEHbU LIeBeIbHYICH byTc, Ko-
TOPBIN C TOrO MOMEHTA, KaK ero oTOOpasy IS y4acTUs
B pasBeKe, cuiesa HermoaBkHo. ITocraBus namst JIXu-
My Ha HOTY, OH IIPOCYHYJ TOJIOBY €My ITOJ MBIIIKY M
MIOCMOTPEN BHU3, TIPYDKMMAasICh HOCOM K KOJIMaKy KaGu-
Hbl. [TpiokaB yiM, OH CMOTpeJI BHM3 KPYTJIBIMU I71a3aMHU,
CJIOBHO TOJIbKO YTO YJIOBWI KaKOH-TO 3alaXx CKBO3b
TOJICTBIII NpPO3payHbIi KOJIIMAK, 3arax, HallOMHMWBILLUMII
€My, UTO OH ITIOTOMCTBEHHBII1 OXOTHHK.

«HyxHo y3HaTh, YTO TYT CIYyYWIOCh, — TOBOpWIa
Mep. — MoxeT, ocTaiCh KaKHe-TO 3alyCH»..

«Bor mocagoyHas rutomaaka! — 3ametwn byrc. —
CrneBa, BOH TaM».

Crowio nocMoTpeTh B HY>KHOM HaIlpaBlIeHUU, U OKa-
3QJ10Ch, YTO YBUACTh €€ OUeHb JIETKO — IJIagKas cKaja,
cBOOOIHAA OTO MXa, M COBCEM OJIM3KO OT 3aaHuA. Tupo
3aBHUC B BO3IyXe HaXl TUIOIIAAKOM, HO cpa3y CaAUThCA He
craa. Yero oH omacaeTcs, momyMaa JIxkKumM.

Huyero He gBUTAIOCh, HM B BO3MyX€, HU Ha IOBEp-
xHoctu. Hakonen Tupo peunur, YTo oMacHOCTH HET, U
dmaep ormycTwics Ha CKay MocepeIuHe IUIOLIAIKH.

I'nasa 4

Hlene3nvie xozmu

OcropoxHble KO’OTHI He Cpasy BBHILUIM M3 (aepa.
Honro cumenu, INAas8 Ha paspyllleHHoe 3maHue. Jletu
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3HAJM, YTO OHU MCIIOJb3YIOT MBIC/ICHHBIH MOKCK, IMbITa-
I0TCA YCTaHOBHTb, €CTh JHU YTO XWBoe BHYTpU. OIouH
KO’OT BCera MOXeT YYYATb APYroro, Aaxe Ha GosbiioM
paccrossiuu. Byrc Gbut Gonee HerepnieauB. OH NMpoTHC-
HyJca muMo JkuMa, a4 Ha 3daHue, KaK OyoTo He
COMHEBAJICS, YTO BHYTPU UX YTO-TO XHAET.

HakoHeu MbicieHHO 3aroBopuwi Tupo:

«Hammx pomudeit 3mech HeT...»

«ToyHo, Tenicps HeT, — cornacuwica lem. — Ho Mu1
MOXEM HAMTU clexbl MPOUCUIEANIEro, Kyda OHU YILTH
MOU KTO Ha HUX Hamais.

Tupo Bcranm Ha cUIeHUM U OTIsAHeNicA — HE TOJNBKO
KpYTs TOJIOBOI, HO ITOBOpaYMBasiCb BCEM TEJIOM, —
TMOCMOTpeEJl BO BCeX HampaBieHusaxX. Jlaxe Hag rososoii
HUYero He ObBUIO, HU CTPeKo3, HU OmnacHbIX oc. CKaJibl
Ka3aINCh COBEPILIEHHO JUIUEHHBIMUA XU3HMU.

BHUMaTeTbHO OCMOTpPEB OKPECTHOCTH, pa3BeXuMK-
KO’OT HaxaJ Janoif kHornky. Konmak packonosnca Hagsoe,
MOXHO GbUIO BLIXOAMTb.

CHapyXu OyJ XOJNOAHBII BeTep. 3aech ObUIO TOpasgo
XOJIOJHEE, YeM B TPaBAHBIX IKYHIJIAX. DI Mait 3axo-
TEJOCh, YTOOBI pyKaBa M IUTAaHMHBI €€ KOMOMHe30Ha
cTauM nogiuHHee. OHa B3OpOTHyJNa M 3aMeTWIA, YTO
JIxuM Toxe moéxuBaceTcd. Eif He XoTesloch JajieKo OT-
xomutbh oT ¢naepa. OObIYHO JeBoYKa Obula OYEHb
Jo0ombiTHA U pagoBatach HoBoMy. Ho 3gech, B aTOM
THXOM CKaJIMCTOM MeECTe, €il He HPaBWIOChH.

W Bapyr — 4To 3TO 3a OTBpPATMTENBHOE 3JI0BOHME?
Omuu Mpait 3acThUla, OBOpayMBag TOJMIOBY IO BETpY,
KOTOpBIi pacTpenai el Bojockl. Ko’oThl ToXe, JOIXKHO
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GBITH, YUysUIM. ByTc npyce, Iiaas B TOM HallpaBlIeHHH,
OTKyAa HAyJl BeTep, YChl €ro OIETHHWIMCh. JIXUM rmo-
MOPILLWICS.

«Yto-TO MEpTBOE», — 3aMeTul JleM.

OueHpb MEpTBOe, peunw Jxum. OxgHako xorma Tupo
HamnpaBWIcA Tyla, a byrc, mo-npexHeMy NpMXUMasCh K
3eMJIe, CJIOBHO FOTOBACH K CXBaTKe, MOCJIeJOBAJ 33 HUM,
MaJIbYMK, DU Mbdit u Mep ToXe ABHHYMNCH B TY
CTOpPOHY.

ITocamouHas ruiomiagka HaXOAWIach Ha FOPHOM BhI-
CTyIe, KapHHU3e, KaK OOHapyXWIM HCCIeNOBaTeH,
Moaoiad K ero Xpai. BHU3y BUIHEINCH ellé HeCKONBKO
KapHHU30B, MOOOOHO CTYIICHAM IMTaHTCKOM JICCTHUIIBI.

Ha xpaio cienyiolliero KapHu3a 1 JieXaJo To, YTO OHH
HcKanM. JIXuM OBICTPO INIOTHYJ. Dy Mbaii npoTucHy-
Jlachb MeXay HMM U Mep, oToaBHrasch Hasal, JIMLO €€
VICKPHUBWIOCH B OTBpalllcHUH.

bonbmasg amea? JIxuM He ObuUT yBepeH. OH oTOHIEN K
O Mboiit. Byrc ucye3 U3 BHOy, 32 HMM IIOCJIEIOBA
Twupo, 3arem lem. Tonbko Mep ocraBaniachk ¢ geTbMH.

XoTs oHu Gonbliie He MOIIM BUILETh MEPTBOE Cyliiec-
TBO, JETHU YJIAaBIMBAJIM MBICIIEHHYI0O pe4yb KO OTOB.
OueBUAHO, KO’OTBl U KOT CHEJAJIU OYEHb MHTEPECHOE
OTKpBITHE.

«Korots! — B Mbiciu Tupo mocnbnuanocs yausie-
HHe. — ToJIbKO KOroTh MOXET MMETh TaKy1o ¢popmMy. Uto
THI Aenaellib, byrc?»

«CMOTpH, — MOCIBILAIACh MBICIb KOTa, — 3TO JIO-
JDXHO HaJeBaThes Ha Jiany — BoT Tak! Emeé oxuH xorors
— V1A OApaKkul» ’
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«TwI mpaB, — cornacwicad JleM, — 3TO moxoxe Ha
KOIOTb, Y, HaBEpHOE, 3Ty TBaph U YOWIM 3TUM KOITEM.
OH TaK KpeInko 3acTpsUl B TeJie XXHBOTHOIO, YTO €ro He
yIJIOCh BBITAHYTH Ha3aia. OcTa€Tcsa HaaeaThCs, YTO 3Ty
TBaphb YOWIM He VIS TOTO, YTOOBI CheCcTh!»

B MrbicneHHoit peun JleMa SIBHO YyBCTBOBWIOCH OT-
BpameHe. CaMM KO’OTBHI yXe JaBHO II0JIb30BaJIUCh
TUILEBbIMA MallIMHAMM, KOTOPbIE B HYXXHBIX KOJTHYECT-
BaxX TIOCTABILIM UM IUTATe/NbHbIE CMeCH M3 JIUCTHEB,
oBolleil ¥ GpyKToB, MHOrma peiobl. UM U B rosoBy He
MPUXOIWIO €CTh ChIpoe MsICcO. TONIbKO CTOSIIME HIDKE MX
M0 pa3BUTHIO MOTYT YOMBAaTh M1 ITPOIUTAHUA.

«TyT nomxeH 6bUT MOGHIBATh POAMY... — Mep momo-
1UTa GJIVDKe K Kpalo KapHU3a U 3arIgHy/Ia BHU3. OnycTuB
roJIoBy, OHa MpHUHIOXaJach K KaMHI0. — Jla! 3amax ecTs,
XoTA ¥ crapsni. [Touniure HDKe 3TOro MEPTBOTO CyIliec-
TBa...»

«[a, yro-To ectb. [laxHeT poauMYaMH... — OTBETWI
Byrc. — Ho 3anax gpyroii. ITonpo6yii caMm, crapuiuit
OparT...» — BrepBble, HACKOJAbKO moMHwWI IxvM, bByrc
Tak obpaTwicsa K Tupo.

«/lecTBUTENbHO, KO OT... HO KaKOi-TO JpYyroi...» —
HEMHOTO Inorofs orBeTw1! THpo.

«XKene3Hpt KOroTb... — JleM CJIOBHO OyMmasl IIpo
cebs. — 3ayeM HYXEH XeJIe3Hblil Korots? PasBe y Hac
HET CBOEro COOCTBEHHOTO OpPYXHMHA KaK YacTH HalIero
Tena? B 3amicsAx HUYEro MogoOHOro HET».

JxyM B3MIAHYJ Ha Dt Mboii.

«MoxeT, 3mech UM TOHAIOOWIOCH HEYTO TOKpeITye
ceoux korreir. KoHeuHo, ato mMeer cmeica! Ecau Bo-
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KPYT Takue XYKM U OCBI, MOXET OBITh... — MAaJbYUK
TOPOIUIMBO OITIAHYJCS M 00pagoBacs, YBUIEB TONBKO
TOJIbIi KAMEHb, — MOXET OBITh, TYT HALIUTUCh TPOTHB-
HUKU nocrpanrHee. He qymalo, YTOOBI OOBIMHBI KOTrOTh
MOT' MPOOUTH MAHLMPh TOTO XyKa».

OcBhI JOCTaTOYHO OMAaCHBI, KaK M XYK C €ro SIOBUTHI-
MU OpbizramMu... Ho J[XKUM TOMHWI KapTHHKH, KOTOPBIE
BUIEJ B KHUTE O HACEKOMBIX U3 IIKOJbHOM OMOIHOTEKH
Ioma. TaM momamanuchk CyliecTBa U IOCTpallHee.

Tupo, Iem u Byrc BepHynuch HaBepx. JeM moarai-
KUBaJ Jlanoit (icHo 6bUIO, UTO OH HE XO4YeT OpaTh 3TOT
TIpeIMeT B NacTh, ¥ JIKMUM He BUHIWI €T0) 3arayKaHHBII
KyCOK MeTaJUla, KOTOPBIA IIPH MOCIeIHEM TOTYKe 3arpe-
MeJI O KaMeHb.

ITpeaMer, WIYMHO MOOKATMBIUMICA K HOraM OeTeif,
JeCTBUTEJIBHO MMOXOAWI Ha OCTPBIA M3OTHYTHIM KOIOTb.
Ero ToncTelit KoHel[ GbLT MPUKPEIUIEH K KOJbIy, KOTO-
poe ABHO JOJDKHO HaJeBaThCA Ha Jialy, KaK M 3aMeTHI
Byrc.

OcTaBMB CBOIO HaXOAKy B TeHU (aepa, OHU Hampa-
BWINCh K Pa3pyLICHHOMY 3JaHUIO TOTOXHOM CTaHIUH.
O060oXCKEHHOE OTHEM 3MaHMe BBIIIAIEIO OYeHb MpayHo,
¥ JIxuMm 1 Dt Msit HeMHoro orcrainu. OHM raganm,
CMOTYT JIM TIPOTHCHYThCS B HU3KYIO ABEPb, NpeJHa3HA-
YEeHHYIO I KO’OTOB — WIM CYILIECTB C HHUX POCTOM.
ITpunuiocs npomnonsarh Ha YeTBepeHbKaXx.

" BHyTpM 6BUTO TeMHO. Ha 3uMMMoppe B 3HaHHAX CBe-
TATCA cTeHbl. HaBepHoe, TYyT KOHYWIAch 3HEpIui.
Pa3zBequmxu npormnos3im no Kopuaopy, KOTOpHI €1Ba He
OKa3aJicd CIMIIKOM TeceH A J[XuMa, ¥ OYyTWINCH B
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60JIBILIOM TTOMEIeHUHU. bpellb B OgHOM M3 CTEH Npo-
IycKaJla HEMHOTO CBeTa.

Bokpyr mienu ¥ Mo npsMoil TMHWK OT HeE 3acThLl
pacIuUiaBpiIeHHbINM MeTa/L1. BIosb cTeH rpoMo3IWinch oc-
TaTKM MaluMH. Hekoropble ObUIM pa3GUTBI, HO He
COXOKEHBI JIYYOM, @ CIOBHO PacKOJOTHI MOJOTOM. BhI-
PBaHHbIC MMPOBOJA U CTEPXHM TOPYATU U3 OCHOBAaHMIA.
YacTp MpoBOAOB, HO/DKHO OBITh, YHECIIH.

Oy Maii HeoXHMIaHHO 3aKpH4yajia U MOATIPBITHYIA.
¥ e€ Hor ckonb3Hyna Y€pHasi MoxHaTasi TeHb. He uymo-
BHUILle, HO Takoro OOJBLIOrO Tayka OHa HHUKOIIa He
Bugena. Diutd Moaii ¢ TpyaoM rmoTHyna. OHa HUKOIAa He
nmob11a naykos, a 3ToT... JleBouka BCIIOMHWIA O 00JIb-
IIMX ocax. MoxXeT, 3lech ecTh ell€ Oonpliyve mayku?
Her, oHa He mo3BoauT cebe AyMaTh O TaKUX Belllax, He
TI03BOJIUT!

JleM MeaeHHO OGOILIEN MoMelleHHe, IPUCMaTpHBa-
Ch K pa30UTHIM MalllMHaM, CJIOBHO HIOXOM IIBITasiCh
OIpelenTh UX HasHayeHHe. ByTc cKollleHHBIMM I1a3a-
MU Clelw! 3a yoeramouuMm ItaykoM. KoT cumen nepen
Ot Mbsit, KOHYMK ero XBOCTa THMXO ITOJEpPTrUBajICS.
Tupo Gonbllle 3aMHTepecoBaIa pa3dbUTasg CTeHa U IJIbIOBI
MeTaJUla, JIeXXaBllIke Ha MPAMOM JMHUM OT ILEH.

«TyT 6BUIa OYEHB BbICOKASA TeMIIEpaTypa, — COOBIIIT
oH. — Takoe opyxue umesnoch y xcu. Ho s He yBepeH,
YTO 3TO AEJIO PYK XCH».

«He xcu, Ho no rraHaM xcu? — orBeTwa Mep. OHa
HerpoMKo 3apbrdana. — Ho Beap 3To 6GbUTO JaBHO?»

«BepHo...» — Hauan Tupo, Ho JleM mpepBan ero:

«A KXTO cOpBaJ 3[IeCh METALT U YHEC ero? Jro GbUIO
caenaHo mo3xe. C Kakoil Leapio?»
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«MoxeT, YTOOBI [eJaThb KOITH», — IPEIIIOIOXWI
kM. OH IOHHMMal, YTO TOJCTBIE NMPOBOJAA MOXHO
320CTPUTh U MPEBPATUTh B OpyXHe, KaKOe OHU HalLLIM.
Ho y xo’oToB namel, @ He pyKH, a IJIg TaKoil paboTsl
TpebOylorcs Hacrosmue pyku. Ha 3umMmMoppe po6oThl
MONB3YIOTCI MHCTPYMEHTaMM, HO TYT HMKaKMMH pobo-
TaMM M He MaxHeT. MoOXeT, OHM CIIpSiITaHbl B APYTOM
mecre?

JleM KpyIbIMM ITa3aMH IocMoTpen Ha JxumMa, yrino-
BMB MBICJIb MQJIbYMKA.

«B03MOXHO, 3TO OTBeT, POAMY KO’OTOB. 3HAYUT, KO-
JIOHHS TepeXxiwia HaHEeCEHHBI ymepG. Ecm y Hmx
COXpaHWIMCh pabouyne poOOTH... Aa, OHM MOIJIM 3TO
cAenaTbh! — OH MCIBITHIBAI Bo3OyxaeHue. — Ecmu ectb
BBDKMBLLIME, MBI JOJDKHbI HalTH mx!»

Tupo cesl, KOHYHUK €ro XBOCTa pa3MepPeHHO IMOCTYKM-
BaJI 1o 3emuie. [I>KMM XOpoILIo 3HaJ 3TOT 3HaK. PasBequnk
JTyma.

«Ecnu XTo-TO M3 HalMX POAUYCI €lIE XMBET 3[AECh,
— HaKOHell MOJeJTWICA OH CBOMMM MBICJISIMU, — OH He
MOXeT OBITh JasieKo. YOMIICTBO MPOU3OLLIO HECKOIBKO
OHeil Haszag. MBI JKOJDKHBI TONpPOOOBAaTh MBICIEHHBII
TIOUCK».

«Ho ¢ HamMm Her CrapeillinX, KOTOphIE€ OOY4YCHBI
3TOMY», — Bo3paswi [leMm.

«J/la, MOJTHBII MOMCK MBI OCYLIECTBUTh HC MOXEM, —
cornacwica Tupo. — Ho ¢naep ocHall€éH MOMCKOBHIM
YCTPOICTBOM, KOTOPOE MOXET YJIaRIUBAaTh K YCWIMBATh
TIOCJIAaHHYIO MBICJIb. Pa3Be He ¢ ero MoMoubio MBI IIPH-
3pBaIM K cebe Koulek B apyroM Mupe? M oH okasancsa
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JOCTAaTOYHO CWIEH, YTOOBI MpUBJIEYDh HaXe 3THX JIBYX
poaudeii-neTEHbII e, KOTOphle BOOOIIe He MMEIU HU-
KaKoil MOAroTOBKM», — OH yKa3al HocoM Ha [Ixxuma u
O Moit.

«[TonpobGyeM otrcioga?» — cnpocun deM.

«Aymaro, Hetr. Hawr poauy-6par, — Tupo KMBHYJT B
cropoHy bByrca, — Hamén crem, BeaylIuit BHU3 IO
CKJIOHY. S mpemnaraio JieTeTh B TOM HarpaBIeHUH, UC-
TOJIb3ysl BHayasle HeHaNpaBIeHHBI Wnpokwit 1yd. Ecmm
B Ipefenax ero AeMcTBUA OOHapy>XUM MO3T poauya, TO
CMOXEM OTBHICKaTh €ro.

«Ctour momnpo6oBath, — cornacwiacb Mep. — Ho
€CIM XWBBI HAIIM POAUYH, MOTYT OBITh XMBBI U MX
Bparu. Ham nyynie mepeaBuUraTtbCsi TOJIBKO IO BO3AYXY.
Mpbl yXe OOHapyXWIH, YTO IUIaHETa He MOX0Xa Ha Ty,
YTO ONMCaHa B HalUMX 3amucsax. M HyXHO mocnarb
TIpeAyTIpeXIeHe Ha Kopabib, YTOOBI HUKTO HE BBIXO-
JOWI OO Halllero BO3BpalleHUS».

BepHyBumichk Bo duaep, D Mboii yBUOena, Kak
Mep Haxana Jjlamoii Ha OOHY M3 KHOIMOK U ITOTAHYNIA
KOITeM KOPOTKMIf pbryar. OHa 3Hajia, YTO TaKUM obpa-
30M KO’Ol1IKa ITpUBEJIa B ACHUCTBHE MOMCKOBOE YCTPOMCTBO
mx MawuHbl. Korga ¢naep nmogHsuics, qeBoyKa NMpUHSA-
Jnack cMorpeTh Briepén. Iloyemy-To Ha 3UMMoppe OHa
HMKOT[a TaK He TpeBoXwiach. Ho 3ToT MUp He npuHaza-
JIEXUT ApYy3bsiM — Hapoay Mep. Jlaxe B 3aKpbITOM
ropofic XCM M Ha OCTPOBE Pa3yMHBIX PacTeHMil DIUIH
Mbsii He Gecrnoxownach Tak, KaK 3I€eCh.

HoMa neBoyka He OYeHb-TO 33JyMBIBAJIach O HaceKo-
MbIX. KoHeYHO, OHa HeHaBHaela OGOJIbIIMX TapaKaHOB,
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KOTOophle OeraloT Mo HoyaM, KaK HeHaBuzaena kKpeic. U
He Jo0wia maykos.

Ho Gonpine HacekoMble, TakKue, KaKIX OHa YBUIENA
371eCh, 3TO COBCEM APYroe aejo. Duti Moaii YyBCTBOBa-
Jla, YTO CKOpee roTOBa BCTPETUTHCA C KPBICOM, YeM C
OCOI1 C XXaJIOM YYThb JIX He B €€ pyKy uinHoit. U Teneps,
xoraa ¢naep MeIEHHO 00JIeTaT JATbHIOI0 CTOPOHY Xpe6-
Ta, OHa BCE XIajla, YTO B BO3AYXe IOSBUTCA KaKOe-TO
HoBoe yynoBuile. ITpo3payHFblif ITy3bIph Hall FOJIOBOM HE
KasaIcs JOCTaTOYHO IPOYHBIM, YTOGbI CO30aBaTh OLLY-
LIeHHe 0e30MacHOCTH.

PanoMm ¢ Heit yctpowics Byrc, nmprmkumasch K €€
Hore, YyToObI CJICAUTH 3a 3TOW cropoHoit 063opa. Ho
BHU3Y npoberaiu TolabKo ckainbl. Koraa xe rmokasanach
TpaBa, OHa He ObUTa TaKOM BBICOKOH, KaK IO TY CTOPOHY
XpeOTa. /

Tupo mpexpaTwi ABiKeHue dutaepa NpgMo BIlepén,
HO Hayal phICKaTh 3Ur3araMiy BIIEPED M Ha3all, HarpaBo
M HaneBo. JIXXMM Ioraxajcs, YTO pasBeAYMK IbITaeTCs
VJIOBUTH CJIe MBICIM KO’ OTa.

XKeénteix mepuHeir OoJsipllie He MNOIMAgalioCh, HO
OMHaXIbl MHMO TIpoJieTeNa Idesia. PasMepoM ¢ Gonb-
1y cobaKy, KoTopas Xwia Ha ynuua >xuMa Ha 3emie.
ITymucradgd, B 4EPHO-XKEATYI0 TMOJNOCKY IT4eJa JieTena
MelsleHHee ¢raepa, TaK YTO OH ObICTpO ob6orHai eé.

ITo 3Ty cropoHy Xpeb6Ta pocio 6onbile KycroB. On-
Haxael J[XKUM pasrisaen KycT, ITOYTH NMPUTHYBLIMIICSA K
3eMJIe U3-3a OONBILIOro ceporo ulapa, NpwIieIMBLIETOCH
K ero BerBaM. OcunHoe rHe3go! Ho oHo 6buto Takoe
Gonpllioe, YTO pa3sMEPOM YyTh JIM HE MPEBBILIAIO CaMO
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pacTeHVe. MalbyuK HampsoKEHHO 3aMep, OXWIas, YTo
HaBcTpeuy UM ycTpemarcsa ockl. Ho, oueBuaHo, dmaep
TpoJjieTe]l CIUILIKOM BBICOKO M HE NPHUBIEK MX BHUMa-
Hue. J[XXuM McrbITan HeMajioe OOJIerYeHHUe.

Mep pesko maykHyna. U B Tor xe mur Tupo pesko
pasBepHyn1 ¢iaep BiIeBo. XXMM He YJIOBWI HUKaKOM
MBICIIM, HO TI0 JHLY Dt Mbait MOHsUI, YTO JeBOoYKa
ycnpiwana curHal. CHoBa MaJIbuMK MOYYBCTBOBAI CThIM
M THEB M3-32 TOrO, YTO OH HEe TaK YYyBCTBUTEJICH, KaK
O Moait. C caMoro Hayajla oHa OBICTpee yJWIach
TMTOHMMATh KO OTOB. A OH, XOTb M Hamnpsrajics, HIKaKoi
MBICJICHHOM peuM He ycjabiuai. IToatoMy, pellys JTyyiie
HMCHOJIb30BaTh [/1a3a, MPHHSUICA pasmIAgbIBaTh 3apOCIH
BHM3Y. ByTc oTomBuHyNcsa oT D/utH Mbaii 4 cen psaoM c
JIxuMoM.

BHu3y onsTs paccrnanack BeicoKas TpaBa. HaBctpeuy
¢dnaepy cHoBa ycTpemiuinch cTrpekosbl. IloToM mokasa-
JIUCh TSITHA BOJBI, CIMIIKOM MalleHbKHE, 4YTOORI
Ha3bIBaThCS O3EPAMU, TIOKPHITHIE 3€TEHBIMU MOJIOCKAMH
nieHsl. Hag 60y10TOM JieTany cTpaHHbBIe HaCeKOMEIE, KO-
TopsIX JIKMM He y3Hall.

HcToyHuk curHana, KOTOPBI YJIOBWIM KO’OTHI, Ha-
xoawics 3a 6omorom. Oaep cBepHYI Tyaa, e Ha Kpaoo
60oTa pocaM OepeBbs HOPMATLHOIO pa3Mepa.

Tupo noxHsut dracp BHICOKO HAX BEeTBAMU JePEeBhEB,
MO-TIPEXHCMY JcPXa KYPC CIIOBHO ITO HaINpaBIcHHOMY
Jy4dy. A Beb OHM YXXe BeCcbMa JAJeKO YJIeTelIM OT Koc-
MHYECKOro Kopaois.

JIXuM nmaxe TIOTyMal, He CTOMT JU BO3BpaTUThCH,
YyTOOBI HaYaTh HOBBII MOMCK C yTpa. EMy He HpaBmiach
MepCIeKTUBa MPOBECTH 3ECh HOYb.
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®naep nepecéK y4acTOK, 3apOCIIMii JepeBbAMHU, M
yCTpeMWICSI K HOBOI# Mojioce XoaMoB. OmnATh Mmoka3sa-
JINCh CKaJIblL.

«CKOJIpKO ThI MoOMMan?» — Hapyllwia MoJIY4aHMe,
KOTOpoe noka3sanoch JIXXUMy odeHb DOITHM, Mep.

JleM oTBeTWI:

«He Mory ckazats. Ux MbICIM NepervieTaloTcd, MHOT-
J1a OHM SICHBI, MHOTa TYMaHHBI».

«5 momnpITaNcA MCNONB30BaTh NMPAMOI KOHTaKT, —
BMemancs Tupo. — Kak BbI 3HaeTe, HUKAKOro OTBETa».

«MoxeT, MbI elI€ JaieKo», — OTO3Bajlach Mep.

JI>xuM yyBcTBOBaI GecrokoiicTBo Ko’oToB. Kak 6yaro
B 3THUX MBICJISIX, KOTOpbIE OHU ITBITAJIUCH YJIOBHUTb, 3a-
KITIOYATIOCh YTO-TO CTPAaHHOE M HE3HAKOMOe.

ConHlie yXe ToYTH cesio, Koraa JIXXuM yBumen yro-
TO, TOKa3aBllleecss eMy HOBOI OMacHOCThIO. Brepemn,
BOKDYT KPOHBI 6OJIBILIOTO IepeBa, BUcea HEACHAs AbIM-
ka. Ecau ¢maep momagér B He€, MX MOIYT XHOaTh
HenpHUATHOCTU. TUpo Beab He coOMpaeTcs JIETETh 10
CaMoOil TeMHOTBL.

Pa3Bequnk cOpocT CKOPOCTh MAaLIUHBI U YK€ HauM-
HaJl pa3BopoT, Korna Mep MsaykHyna: «Bon tam! Te,
KOTO MBI MILEM, HOJDKHBI OBITh MPSAMO MoA HaMu'»

Teneps 1 XM MOr YNOBUTH IUEHIINIA OTTYdA CHUT-
HaJl — MeLIaHUHY U3 OOPHIBKOB MBIC/ICi, IIOHATh CMBICI
KOTOPBIX OBUIO HEBO3ZMOXHO — BCE PaBHO, YTO ITbI-
TaThCA MOHATD LICAYIO TOJITY FTOBOPALIMX HA HE3HAKOMOM
sSI3BIKE.

®naep HBIPHYN BIIEPEN, HAMPaRIAICH K pa3lIoMy MeX-
Iy OByMS CKajlaMH, BEJILMMH, ITO-BUIMUMOMY, B Y3KYIO
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IonvHy. TUpo cCHoBa CHU3WI cKopocTb. JIKUM IMOHM-
MaJl, YTO pa3BeIYHK CTApaeTCsl COXPAaHUTh XOTb KaKyl0-TO
BO3MOXHOCTb OTCTYIUICHUS B clIyyae, €ClIM Iepes HUMHU
BO3HUKHET Iperpaza.

W peiicTBUTEIbHO Mperpaga BO3HUKIIA. Mpexme yeM
MallliHa cyMeJsia TIOBEpHYTh, OHA CO BCEro Maxy BJleTesa
B 0eJ10BaTyIO IBIMKY, KOTOpasi cpa3y Xke IUIOTHO o0JIeTH-
na ¢naep. Kopabap HeOXMIaHHO OCTaHOBWICS, XOTS
IBHUTaTeNb MNMpomosiXaa paborars. BOmu3u oOHapyxu-
JIOCh, YTO JBIMKa COCTOMT M3 MpPOYHBIX HuTeil. Pnaep
rof ympasieHueM TUpPO TO MATWICH, TO YCTPEMIISICS
BIepél, HUTU HAaTATUBAJIMCh, HO HE PBAIUCH.

Ho BOT ¢ omHOI1 CTOPOHBI HUTH JIOIHYIU, KOpabib
OpOCHIIO BJIEBO M CO CTPALLIHOM CWJIOI yIapWio O cKaiy,
LIBBIPHYB NaCCaXUPOB APYT Ha Apyra. OHU yaapuwiuch o
6opT draepa, KOTOPLIN Tenepb BUCe, CIOBHO Ha KOHLIE
OrpOMHOIT PHIOOIOBHOM Jie CKM.

I'nasa 5
Josywra naykxa

®naep packauuBICA U TpsICCs, a HA HETo TeM BpeMe-
HEM Hayald JIOXXUTHCSA HOBBIE M HOBBIC TOJICThIE CEphIE
HUTH. Bce maccaXupbl CBATWIMCh B OMHOM KOHLE Ma-
LUMHBI, HE B COCTOSAHMHU AOTAHYTHCI OO NPUOOPOB
ynpapieHus. Praep rosoBOKpYyXMUTeJIbHO OosTaicH,
TIOACKAaKMBasA BBEPX M BHU3.

JIXuM TombITalICS cle3Th ¢ Dmau Mbsit u byrca,
KOTOpBIC pacIUIaCTAIMCh MO HMUM, TIpYDKaTble €ro Be-
coM. OH M3PAXHO UCITyTaJICA, IOTOMY YTO IJIa3a A€ BOUKHU
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OBUTH 3aKPBHITHI M OHA JJaXe He MbITAIACh MOIIeBeIUThCA
U ocBoboauThed. Tpu Ko’oTa, HaXOOUBIIMECA Ha Tepe-
JIHEM CHACHUHM, BOpYaJM U IJIEBaJIUCh, TLIETHO
pacrnyThiBag MeEIIaHMHY HOI, XBOCTOB U TroyioB. Bytc
elie-eJie OTOpBAICA OT UM Maii U BUemWICA KOITAMU
B CHJICHME, JepXach U30 BCeX CIWI, YTOOBI HE COPBaThCA
B JIMXOpPago4yHO IOANpPHIrMBaBIileM ¢iaepe.

— Q! Dwm Mosit! — [>KMM 4YyBCTBOBaJ, YTO €ro
HayMHaeT TOIUHUTh OT KaykKu. OH BCE-TakM CyMmell He-
MHOTO OTOABUHYTHCA OT JeBOYKU. MOXeT, y He€ MpocCTo
IepeXBaTIUIO AbIXaHHE, HO €My CTPALLHO XOTeJI0Ch, YTOOI
OHa OTKphbUIa IJasa.

HaxkoHel ogquH 13 KO’OTOB BBIOpancs U3 Ki1ybka Teln
U OTYASTHHO TPBITHYJ K Mpu6opaM. OH cyMes HaXaTb Ha
HYXHBIN pblYar ¥ OTKIIOYUTH ABUraresib. OMHaKO XOTH
¢aep GoJbllle U He Opocasicsi U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY,
OH MPOMOJIXaJl PacKauuBaThCH.

TyT, Kk orpoMHOMy obieryeHuo JIxuma, Dt Mbait
OoTKpbUIa Inasa. Ho egsa meBouka ITocMoOTpesia 3a €ro
IUIeYo, KaK BBIpaXeHHe AUKOro CTpaxa MCKaswio eé
JIML0, DTaJiKasg KOpHYHeBasg KoXa Jaxe Iocepena. Por
packpbUIc, 1 OHa WCITyCTWIAa TaKOM BBICOKUIA Pe3KUii
BOILTb, YTO MAJIb4YMKY 3aXOTEJIOCh 3aTKHYTH YIIH.

OHa yxBaTWiach 3a KOMOMHe30H [IXuma, mo-mpe-
XHeMy IIAId He Ha Hero, a 4epe3 ero ruieyo. CHosa
OTKpbLIa POT, KaK OyATO coOGupasch 3aKpHU4aTh, HO yC-
Jsouan JIKUM OTHO JIMILB TXENOoe apixaHne. OHa Kperko
JepXanach 3a HEro, BIIMBAasICh B KOXY MalblLaMH.

Byrc ckopywics psaoM ¢ D Mbaii, NpiokaB YIH,
OH IIMMeN M IvleBajcA. D Mbsii 3acKynuna, CHoBa
IUTOTHO 3aKphIB m1a3a. byrc Bomw.
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JI>KvIM ITBITaICA MOBEPHYTHCA, YTOOBI YBUAETD, UTO Xe
Takoe K HUM npubmokaercd. Ho oT kaxmoro ero aBu-
XeHusa draep cymopoxHo B3gparmBal. M TYT OH Toxe
3aKpH4all, TOTOMY YTO YBUIEJI CKBO3b MPO3payHblii KOJ-
MaK YyqoBHUILEe, KOTOPOe He B COCTOSSHUM IPOU3BECTH
CaMbI# YXXKacCHbIM KOIIMap.

Crpaumnwiniile HeTOPOIUIMBO MPHUOIMDKATOCh K HUM
rno BepéBkaM. Ha HApABONBCKOIT MacKe KpPaCHBIM OTHEM
ropeiy BoceMb OIPOMHBIX I1a3. BoceMb BoocaThIx HOT,
Kaxmoe JUTMHOM ¢ JIXXKuMa, ToIaep>XUBaJIU TOJICTOE MOX-
HaToe TYJIOBMILlE pa3MepoM mnoutH ¢ ¢duaep. Mep3kue
KJICUIHM OBUIM TOTOBBI CXBaTUTh MX OXHOIO 3a APYTHM.
Ho ecnmu He cuuTaTh I'MTaHTCKOTO pa3Mepa, 3TO OBUI
OOBIKHOBEHHBII MayK.

PackaunBaHue diraepa IBHO NMpUBIeKaTo ero. Jxim
YBUIET, KaK MMayK OCTAaHOBWICH U IIOTOM CJIeJIajl IETKMIA,
OBICTpBIN, KaK MOJHUSA, NMPLDKOK. Ero Bosiocatoe Tyno-
BMILIE TIPIDKAIOCh K KOJIMAKY.

Outn Maii pykoii 3aKkpbUia Iiasa.

— VY6epure ero! — XpHIUIo yMoisla OHa. — Y6epure
ero!

Xors moObrya A mayka HaBepHSIKa AOJDKHA ObUia
GBITH B HOBMHKY, OH o0pallajcs ¢ Hell Tak Xe, KaK ¥ €
MOoOBIM APYrMM IUIeHHMKOM. Havan GbIcTpo nmoBopayu-
BaTbcs. Bcé HOBBIE M HOBBIE HUTH NPUCOSIUMHUINCH K
MepBOHAYIBHOM INayTHHE, IUIOTHO OXBaThiBas KOPa0JIb.

Tenepp dmaep kayancs MeHbllie, XOTA IO-TIPEXHEMY
Bucea HA HUTH. CuaeBlide BHYTpH OoJibliie He BHIEIN
rayka, IIOTOMY YTO BCH IOBEPXHOCTbH KOJIITaKa MOKpPBI-
Jlacb HUTAMHU. BuIHenach TOABKO TéMHasA TeHb. JXuM
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ob6xBaTwi1 pykoil D Mb»ait. OHa Bca apoxana, HO
HaKOHell TOCMOTpeJia Ha MalbuMKa, IOTOM Ha KO’OTOB
Ha TepeaHeM CUIeHUH.

«Mep... — e& MbICab NMPO3ByYaTa OTYETIIUBO U I'POM-
KO, KaK KpUK. — Mep, uTo HaM paenatb?»

«3T0 MBI M AOKHHBI YCTaHOBUTH», — OTBeTWI Tupo.
BuemBuich KorrsiMu TpEx Jiam B OOMBKY ITIJIOTCKOTO
Kpecna, OH eJie JcpXaicd y mynasra yrnpasiteHus. Oc-
TaJIBHBIC JBOE KO’OTOB JIEXAIH II0J HUM HEMOXBIDKHO.
Tupo npoTaHya narmy K npubopam. N

«JTa ceThb OKa3alach AOCTATOYHO IPOYHA, YTOOBI
3aXBaTUThb HAcC M yAEpXaTb B IBIKEHMM, — CKa3al
Tupo. — A Temepb 3TO CYILECTBO OKPYXIWIO Hac BTpoe
GoJiee TOJICTHIMM HUTSIMH. MBI OTpe3aHBI U OT CBETa, YTO
He JaéT HaM BO3MOXHOCTH ITONy4aTh 3Hepruio. Eciau
TOTIbITAEMCS BBIPBAThCA, OKOHYATEILHO UCTOLLIUM 3Hep-
THIO».

OGBIYHbBIA CITOCO06 OeHCTBHIT KO’OTOB — TpPe3BO BH-
JIeTh BCE HEMPUATHOCTH, XOTS 3TO M He yTelluaer.

O Mot cHOBa IUIOTHO 3aKphbUia IV1a3a.

«4Yro oH ¢ Hamu genaer? S Huxorma He JrOOWIa
naykoB. OHUM MoeHaloT TeX, KOro JIOBAT B CBOM CETHU. A
3TOT — OH ChECT Hac?»

«OH MoxeT pa30ouTh Koamak?» — crpocwi Jxum,
HaJesiCh, YTO OTBET YCIOKOMUT D Mbdit — u ero
CaMOTro TOXe.

«[lymaro, HeT, — MbICIB [JJeMa npo3Byyana oTYETIMBO
M criokoitHo. OH Kak Oyaro coofuiai, yro HeOo romy-
Goe, a TpaBa 3enéHasg. — OH MOXET pa3JaBHTh
NPUPONHBIN MaHLMPb HAaCEeKOMOro, Ho Haul ¢uaep ro-

271



pa3no NpoyHee U MOCTPOSH CIELMATBbHO IS GONbIIMX
Harpy3ok. K ToMy ke 3To cyllecTBO Kak OyaTo U He
cobupaerca HamamaTh. JTo Ha€T HaM Bpems. CMoTpuTe
— OH YXOOWT...»

HdeM GbuT npaB, TEMHAA TeHb MNayka ymansnack. OHu
BHCEJIM B MayTHMHe — 3allac MUIUU Ha Oymyiuee.

kMM mbITascsd BCIIOMHUTD BCE, YTO YMTAI O MayKax
CBOCH TUTaHeThI U 00 X INpuBBMKax. OIHaKO 3aroBOpH-
JIa Ha 3ToT pa3 Jutn Mot

«[IpocTo cBsA3anm Hac M TOABECWI, CIIOBHO MBI Ipo-
JYKTHI, — OHa Mmoép3ana B pykax Jxuma. 1ok, KoTopslit
WCIBITAIAa [JeBOYKA, IMOCTelleHHO Ipoxomwl. — Ham
Ternepb Hy>KHa OoJbliIasi cTapas ocas.

«Oca? — HemoyMmeBatoule crnpocwi Ixum. Paspe um
He XBaTaeT HENPUATHOCTe1? — A 4YTo HaM JacT oca?»

K Omnmu Mot 6eicTpo BO3Bpallalach NMpeXHAA yBe-
PEHHOCTh B cebe.

«[da, ecnu mayk YBUAMT OOOpYyI0 CTapyl oOcCy, OH
MOoOEeXUT TaK OBICTPO, UTO OGOPBET MaMbLBI ¢ HOT. Ochl
BeIb XaJNAT MayKoB — 3abuparoT ux U cbemawotr! A
Buaena noma. HeBaxHo, Kakoit 6onbuioit mayk. Paz —
OIVH yHaap Xaja, U IayK OoJiblile He LIeBEIUTC!»

«Hy, y Hac 3mech HeT oc, — JI>KMM He BUIEJ IMOJIb3bI
B cioBax IOmiu Mboait. — Henp3s n1u pasopBath 3Ty
nayrudy? Ecau mycTuTh ABUraTesib Ha IOJHYK MOII-
HOCTB?» — 00Opatwica oH K Tupo.

Ho Gonbuioit xo’oT nmoBepHyn ronosy K D Maii.

«To1 Bumena, kak 3to mpoucxoaur? Ochl yOoUBalOT
TaKHe Cyl[ecTBa?» — CIIPOCHJI CTApLIMIT pa3BedUMK.

«KoHeuHo, punena. MHoro pasl» — D Maii sHep-
TMYHO KMBHYJIA.
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«A 3TM OoCBI, KaKHe OHU?» — crpocuwia Mep.

«[ToMHUIIB YEPHO-KENTHIE CYLLIECTBA C XaJlaMH, KO-
TOPBIX MBI BCTPETIWIN Bo3Je Kopa6na? Ho MHe Kaxercs,
OCBlI, KOTOpPbIE OXOTATCS Ha MayKoB, HEMHOTO IpYyTHe»,
— Bsutn Mbaii HaxMypwIach, Kak OyaTo BoccTaHaB/IMBa-
Jia B ITaMATH YTO-TO BaXHOe. \

«[IpencraBp cebe Takylo OCy KaK MOXHO OTYETIIM-
Beitl» — pesko mpukaszan Tupo.

Bo ¢dnmaepe He ObLUIO 3KpaHOB, Ha KOTOPBIX JIXKUM U
B M3t yYWInch NMpeacTaBIATh cebe KapTHHBI, KOTAa
BIIepBble HAaYaIH I10b30BaThCS MBICICHHOI peublo. To,
yro Tupo mpocwn caenats Dmau Maii, OymeT ropasmo
TpyIdHee.

JleBouka CHOBa IUIOTHO 3aKphbUla IJ1a3a, HO He A
TOro, yroObl He BUAETh OKpYyXalolllee, a YTOOBI JIyyllIe
KOHTPOJIHPOBaTh MBICIM. OHa el€ KpeImye cXBaTWIach
3a JxuMma, Telo €€, Takoe OJHM3KOe, HAMpAIIOCh M
3aCThUIO.

«Hapait! — npuxasan Tupo. — U 1o Toxe! — J[kuM
3HaJI, YTO Ha 3TOoT pa3 THpo obpamjaercd K HeMy. —
ITomnbrTaiica NMpeAcTaBUTh TaKOe CYILIECTBO, O KOTOPOM
roBopiia Hallla pOACTBCHHHULIa-CeCTPas.

«OHU YyépHble, — cKasaia D Maii, He OTKphIBasg
[1a3, — M TOHKMe nocpeauHe. Thl MHOTO pa3 JOMXeH
OBUT MX BHAETH, JKHUM».

Yepuble U ToHKHe nocpeauHe? la, OH TaKMX BHIEN.
Ho pa3Be onu Bparu naykoB? Te, KOTOpBIX OH ITOMHMI,
Ka3aJIMCh CIMILKOM MaJIeHbKUMHU. OHaKO MATBYMK TOXE
3aKphUI [J1a3a ¥ COCPEIOTOUYMICH, CTapasch CO3AaTh MbIC-
JICHHYI0 KapTUHY — B Y€M paHbllle eMy HHKOIJIa He
COITYTCTBOBAJI OCOOBII yCIIeX.
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TeMm He MeHee Ha 3TOT pa3 eMy YAAIOCh CO3AaTh
HeYTo BRIIAAAIEe onacHbIM. MoxeT, onu ¢ O Mbaii
OOBEeMUHWIN YCWIUA U CO3NATN KapTUHY, KOTOPYIO CYy-
MeJIH YIOBUTH KO’OTHI?

IymaTtp 06 oce! BoT oHa, BUCUT B Bo3ayxe Haj royio-
BOI1, pasMepoM MOYTH C 3axBayeHHbI1 dnaep. Jymars o
6oxp1roit oce! KMy HEOXHUIAHHO 3aXOTENIOCh HEPBHO
paccMeaThCcd, XOTA IOJIOXeHUe UX ObUIO COBCEM He
CMeIIHoE. '

Kak Xe TpyfHO yIepXWBaThb KapTUHY B CO3HaHWH,
OHa ITocTosIHHO pacruibiBaeTcsa! Ho JIxuM crapancsa n3o
BCeX CWI, XOTS M ITOHATHA He MMell, cMoryT M Tupo u
OCTAJIbHBIE KO’OTHI BOCITOJIb30BAaThCA €r0 YCHIUSIMM.

HeoxupanHo ¢raep B KOKOHE CHOBa Hayal pacKauu-
BaThbcs. BeTpeBoxeHHBII, JIXIM OTKpBUI I71a3a ¥ ITOTePSUI
KapTHHKY. Dumi Mbaii pe3Ko yaapwia €ro JIOKTeM B
péopa. Ko’otoB cHoBa Opocwio B Ki1ybok, kpoMe Tupo,
KOTOPBIi KPENKO JepXajcs 33 CBOE MECTO Y MpUOOPOB,
BLEIMBILHCh TPeMs JlallaMdM B OOMBKY, a 4YeTBEPTOI
HaXuMasi Ha KHOIIKY, HaJ KOTOPOil BCIBIXHYJ XEJITIH
OTOHEK.

®naep TaKk CWIbHO pPacKauMBaJio U3 CTOPOHHI B CTO-
pOHY, uro JIXUMY C TPyAOM yZaBaJoCh He YOapAThCS O
CTeHBI, MTOAAEPXUBasi B TO Xe BpeMs JJutd Mait BMecTe
¢ byrcoMm, KoTopslit BceMH YETHIPbMS JIaniaMK BUETTHIICS
B JeBOYKY. DM Xe Mbdil crapanach He BBITYCTHTH
CIIMHKY MIOTCKOTO Kpecia.

Tupo TIeTHO MBITANICA HOTIHYTHCA 40 APYTOro MecTa
Ha npubopHOM uuTe. JleM UIeBeNBHYNCA ITOX HUM,
JaBas pa3BeUMKY JOTIOJIHMTEILHYIO OTOpY. 3aHKe JIarTbl
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Tupo Teneps ynupaiuch B CIIMHBI IBYX IPYTHX KO’OTOB;
Te pa3oM IMOTHSUIMCD, YTOOBI CTApIINA CMOT JOTSHYThCA
JI0 CaMoOro BBHICOKOTO pblyara. B KOHIle KOHIIOB MM
MOMOIJIO pacKauMBaHMEe caMoro ¢iaepa, noadpocus
Tupo, Tak YTO OH BCE-TAKM JOCTAI MO HYXHOIO IpH-
Gopa.

BHauale HUYero He M3MeHWioch. IloToM MayTHHa,
MoKpbiBaBlIass ¢aep, Hayala Ha IJIa3aX YEepHETh U
MOPILUMTBECA Ha MTOBEPXHOCTH Kosmaka. OT caMoii cre-
HbI, TaM, TIe K Heif npyxkuMannch Jxum u D Mbaii,
MICXOAWIO TeIUIO.

®naep AporHya, KayHyjxcs, Hayal nagath. [lagas, o
3aHSJI POBHOE TOJIOXEHHE, M BCEX MPIKAIO K CIIMHKaM
CHICHUM.

ITayTHa BOKpYT MalMHBI cropejia AoTia. Beepxy,
MO-TNpEeXHEMY CIIMILIKOM OMU3KO IUIS CIIOKOHCTBHA, CH-
JleN TayK, HO CMOTpeJI He Ha HMX, a Ha...

Ha kakoe-To xopoi‘xoe MrHoBeHue XM momyman,
YyTO HaJ HUMM 3aBHUC ell€ oguH daep. [loroMm Huyero
HEe CTal0 BUAHO. THpPO MOTAHYNM CIeQyIOLIMi phIvar.
MaurHa copBajach ¢ MecTa M Hayajia HabupaTb CKo-
pocTb M BbicoTy. JIXHM nocMoTpen Ha3ana. ITayk mexan
CKPIOUMBHLIUCH U He weBenwicsa. Iloxoxe, oH Jaxe He
3aMETWI, YTO OHU YJIETEJIH.

«YT0 Xe Takoe Mpon30LLUI0?»— CIIpallIUBal ceOS MaTh-
yuk. EMy noyymwics ,upyro_ﬁ dnaep. Kyna o nenca? He
MOT XK€ OH HCYE3HYTb C MECTa IMPOHUCLLIECTBHA TaK ObIc-
TpO.

«[IpeBocxomgHo!»

JleM BepHyJICA Ha CBOE MECTO BIIepeIH.
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«JTa TBapb OKa3wlach Ha PEeAKOCTb BOCIPUMMYM-
BOIt!»

«Yrto Mel cmenanu, Mep? S ke 3Haw, MBI YTO-TO
coenanul» — B Mait BbIcBoGoawIack U3 pyk [I>xumMa
M TIPOTHCHYNACh BepEN, YTOOHI MOIMagUTh CBOIO MO~
PYTY IO rojioBe.

«DTOro «Iayka», Kak Thl €ro HasBaja, — OTBETWIA
Mep, — Mbl CBOMMH YCWIMAMM 3aCTaBWIH YBUAETb €0
TIIpUpOIHOro Bpara. Thl oKa3anach IpaBa, poOOUY KO’OTOB,
YyOOBMIIIE OYEHb HCITyTaJoCh TOTO CyIIecTBa. loraa
MBI CMOIJIM BBICBOOOIUTH 3HEPTHMIO M CXeUb MayTHHY,
MoKa OH He Hayall BBIIYCKaTh €€ CHOBa. A OH BHIEN
TOJIbKO Bpara, KOTOpOro MbI CO3[alM B BO3AyXe MOOIIH-
30CTU».

Tupo cHoBa copocui ckopocTh daepa. JIxuM nepe-
BEN gprxaHue. OH He COMHEBAICSH, YTO KO’OTHI HALIUTH B
cebe CWIBI COTBOPUTH TO, O YEM paccKasbiBasia Mep. Ho
3aYyeM OHU ceifyac 3aMeUISIIOT CKOpPOCTh?

Jxum B3migHyn Ha Tupo. Ko’oT Hanpsx€HHO CKIIO-
HWICA K npuGopaM, HaXMMas JIaroil Ha OMHY KHOIIKY.
Ho cxopocTh He yBenumyuBaiach. XoTd ¢aep ocBobo-
OWICA W3 IMayTUHBlI M BBUIETEJ M3 OMNACHOro paiioHa
JOJNHHEI, Ha OTKPHITOE MECTO OHM €ILE He BHIOPAIKCE.
ITouyemy xe Tupo He mogHUMaeT ¢uiaep BBEpPX, K CONH-
11y, YTOOBI ITOMOJHUTH 3arachl SHepruu?

«Crnen MbICTTH HaLLIUX pOIMYEi, — ITOCJbIIIAIach ObIc-
Tpas U pe3kas MbIcIb THpo. — MBI cocpenoTounMca Ha
HéM. OcBoboXxnasch, Mbl MCTPAaTWIM CJIMILIKOM MHOIO
9HEepruM, U OJau3Ka Houb. [lajbllie JIETeTh MBI HE MO-
XKeM».
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ITokauuBasich, dbnaep MogHsUICA €L Ha HECKOJBKO
¢dbyToB, Moka He oKa3ajicd Ha YPOBHE BepIIMHBI yTéca.
XoTs Hebo eIl OCTaBaIOCh APKUM, COJHIIC YXe CeJo.
BricTpo Hacrynmana Hoys. [IxxuM cxan Kynaku. Hamnps-
rasg BCIO CBOIO BOJIIO, MIBYMK CTapajicd AyMaTb, YTO
OHU JOCTUTHYT 6e30MacHOro Mecra.

OH TIOHATHSA He MMeeT, KaKhe HaceKOMBIE OXOTATCH
10 HOYaM, M He XOTeJ OBl Y3HATh 3TO Ha COOCTBEHHOM
omnbiTe. CyMeIOT JIU OHM HaWTU yOexmuile, Mmpexae YeM
¢naep MCTpaTUT MoOCAEoHNE OCTATKH SHEPrUM?

I'rasa 6
AHumenu newepuot

®maep, cCHUXaACh, YCTpeMWICS K OoJjiee BBICOKOIA
rpsae xoaMoB. CHOBa OHM YBUAEIH BBICOKYIO TPaBy, U3
KOTOpPOI BBUICTAIH -pa3Hble HaceKOMbIe. DUt Mot 3a-
KpH4aia, a JIKuM axHy.

YTto-TO orpoMHoe, obJagaloniee JOCTaTOUHOM CHIONH,
yTOOBI COUTH (hr1aep, MPOMEIBKHYIO MPAMO HaJ HUMM.
Kysneunx? Heyxenu oH MoxeT GBITb TAKUM TMTaHTOM?

«Brepén!» '

Ecnu npeIr'yH M MCITyTall KO'OTOB, OHU 3TOT0 He
nokasaiu. Tonsko ByTc, cumeBumii Ha KoaeHax J[xu-
Ma, 3aBOpYall.

OHU cBepHYIM K pyublo. @naep GecrpecTaHHO Tepst
BBICOTY. J10JIKHO OBITH, Ha TO, YTOOBI CXKeyb MayTHUHY U
BBICBOOOIUTHCS, VIIUIO OMACHO MHOTO 3HEPTHM.

IlepenereB yepe3 pydeid, OHM OBUHYJIHMCH Oaiblle,
ellBa He 3ajieBasi BEPILMHBI BHICOKHX TPaB. XOJIM Brepe-
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M Ka3ajicsl OYeHb BHICOKMM M roibiM. Hudero He pocno
Ha ero cKJIOHaX — HHU TpaBa, HU JepeBbs, HU KYCTBHI.
Tonbko rpynsl BHICOKHX KaMHE#. OTO BBITIIAAENO JOBO-
JIbHO CTPaHHO, IOTOMY YTO XOJIMBI MO 00€ CTOPOHHI OT
HEro IycTo IOKphIBaJla PaCTUTEIILHOCTD.

— TITocMorpuTe Ha IbIpbl! — BOCKIHKHYN2 DIUIH
Moii.

Cpeny xaMHeil BUIHEIHUCh TEMHBIC TSATHA, TOXOXHE
Ha BXOABI B ICLIEPLL.

Heoxunanno JI>XxuM Kpermye BUSTIWICS B CITMHKY Kpec-
na mwiora. OH yBHAET OTPOMHOE CYLIECTBO Ha TOJCTHIX
Horax, 3aMepliee y ofHoi u3 nemep. OHO cTosIO co-
BEPILEHHO HETOABIDKHO, HO MAaJIBUYMK 3H&I, YTO OHO
xuBoe. I emy He noTpeGoBaioch mumieHue byrca, 4To6bI
MOHATH, KaKoe OHO OIacHoe.

JlBe maphl IOXOXHX Ha XOAYJIH HOTM IMOLIEpPXKUBAIH
IJIMHHOe SipKO-3eJIEHoe Teso. Ilepemnue nambl, 6onee
TONCTHIE, CYIECTBO AEPXKAIO TMPIDKATHIMU K TOPCY, KaK
YyeJloBeK, MOAHABIUMI pyKd. Kaxnas nama 3akaHyMBa-
Jlach TPETbUM CYCTaBOM B BUIE OTPOMHOIO M3OTHYTOrO
Hoxa. TpeyroJibHyI0 rojioBy BeHYaIy ABa GOJIBILMX I/1a-
3a MOJ JUTMHHBIMU aHTeHHaMH, KaK pa3 B TOM MecCTe, IIe
rojloBa HaYHHAET CYXaThbCH.

CylllecTBO MeIJIEHHO IOBEpPHYJIO TOJIOBY, clelsd 3a
npudmckapmuMes daaepoM. Jwtn Maii ménoroMm npo-
roBopMia:

— IlocMoTpuTe Ha I1a3a, TOJBKO TMOCMOTPHUTE Ha

Hux!
«He penait atoro! — MrHOBeHHO MpO3ByYal B MX
CO3HaHMM IpuKa3 Mep. — OmacHO cMOTpeTh €My B
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masa. OTO CyIIeCTBO MOXeT 00JIaaTh CIIOCOOHOCTHIO
3aBOPaXUBATh TOOBIYY!». '

«boromon, oxorauiuiica 6oromon's — JI>uUM BHUIEN
TAaKOro B KJIETKe B ILIKoJe B npouuioM roay. Ho Tot 6su1
pasMepoM C ero Ge3pIMAHHBIA Najel. A 3TOT, €CiIH
JI>XXMy HaCTOJILKO He MOBE3€ET, YTO eMy NMPHUIETCS BCTaTh
PSIOM C HHUM, 3TOT OymeT HaMHOIO BO3BBIILIATHCA HaX
€ro rojIoBOM.

«Camgumcs Ha xpebTe», — THPO HHYETo He cKasal 06
oxupalouieM yygosuie. OH HaXnMal pbrdaru o0euMH
MepeAHUMH JIallaMM, THITasACh U3BIeYhb MOCIEOAHHE OC-
TAaTKM 3HEPIUH, YTOOBI NepeHecTH ¢uiaep Ha BEPIUMHY.

IMocnenuancsa ckpexeurymmit 3syK. ®aep mokay-
HyJcs, HO BbmpsAMmwiIcad. BoroMon Hanan Ha Hux! OH
yIapWwl C MOJHHMEHOCHOM CKOpPOCTBIO, ITHITAsICh pa3o-
pBaTh MeTaJUT U yncpxarb-noﬁsmy, KaK OOBIYHO HejaeT
3TO HaceKoMoe.

MrHoBeHHMe crycTd OHM 6/aromnoiy4Ho MNpoJeTeH
MMMO, eiBa TepEeBAJIUB Yepe3 BeplIMHY. TWpo Hayan
MATKO OITyCKaTh MalIMHy. YTO OHU Terepb OymyT Hde-
natp?

D Mbaii €p3aia Ha CUIEHUH, MBITAagCh OMIAHYThCSA
Ha3ag. OHa IOYTH OXMIala yBHIETb OTPOMHBbIC IJIa3a
6oromMosa, mogHuUMaroierocad Ha xomM. Heyxenu oHu
ocTtaHyTcs BoO ¢daepe u Tak OymyT moxunarbes yrpa? B
Takoii TecHore! JleBouka IMoOMbITANAach OTOABUHYTHCA B
yrojl W BBITAHYTH ycraBluMe Horu. K ToMy Xe, xorma
¢dnaep packauuBajicsl B MMayTHMHE, OHA YIIMOJa PyKy.

IlepBsiM 3aroBopui deM:

«MbI Hanum To, 4yro Mckanu. Ho 3Ta MpicieHHas
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peyb o4YeHb cyiaba u HesicHa. IToyeMy Tak TpyaHO ycTa-
HOBUTBH KOHTAKT C poauyaMu?»

Tpoe X0’0TOB He OBUTAIHCh C MOMEHTAa II0CaAKU
dnaepa. Oumm M»sii ObL1a yBepeHa, UYTO OHM HarpaB-
JISIOT MBICIIEHHBIII 30B CBOMM pOAWYaM, KOTOPbIX
yviyT. MoXxeT, 3TU Apyrue KO OTbl MpSYYTCS B JIbIpax
BHU3Y?

B HeOGe MenbKanM Kakue-TO JIETYHBI, OUY€Hb MHOTO.
Ho s1o 6butn He mmuubl. CtpaHHo. Ha 3Toit muraHere
Kak OyaTro coBceM HeT mTull. D Mbit ceéxwunace,
IwioTHee obxBaTwia ceGa pykamu. CTaHOBWIOCH BCE
TeMHee. Kakuve em€ yXacHble CyleCcTBa XIOYT WX B
Houn? OueHb IUI0X0i1 MUp, BCE 3MeCh BBEPX TOpMalllKa-
mu. XKyku Gosblive, M1004 M KO’ OThI — MaJIeHbKHeE.

— Ecim OBl 3mech XWIM JIOOU, KaK Mbl, — Mel-
JICHHO cKa3ajia oHa J[XuMy, — OHM OBUIM OBI POCTOM C
XOJIM.

Ixum noéxwicsa. EMy xorenock, uTo6st Tupo nosep-
Hyn Hasan. KocMiryeckuii kopabab — caMoe Ge3onacHoe
MeCTO, KaKoe TOJbKO MOIJIO NPUHTH €My B TOJIOBY.
OxoTarcs au 6oroMonsl o HoyaM? Xortenoch ObI MpU-
TIOMHUTD 3TO.

Byrc xpuruio 3aBopuyan, BRITAHYBIIKMCH Bhepén. o
lieTei JOHecHaach CIOKOiiHas MbIciaepeyb Mep:

«Anyr pommun. Ho... oHU He coBceM TaKue, Kak
MBI...»

VYxe 6pUt0 TeMHO. [IXXKMM CMOTpea B OOHY CTOPOHY,
Oum M3t npuxanach JULUOM K KOJIMAKy C ApPyroi
CTOPOHBI, BBHAYBasg PacCIUTIOIIEHHBIM HOCOM TyMaHHbIe
MOJIOCHL HA XOJIODHOM CTEKIIe.
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«OHHU HAYT C 3TO¥V CTOPOHHI! — CITOKOITHOE coOobIIe-
Hue [lema 3acraBwio OyiM Mbdil nMoBepHYThCAd K
TIpO3payHOMY MOKPBITUIO panoM ¢ IxumMoM. — CMmoT-
puTe... TaM... 32 caMoOil BBICOKOM CKaJIoi, IOoXoXeil Ha
TIOMHATHIN XBOCT!»

HouHoe 3peHue y KO’OTOB ropasmo Jyylle, YyeM y
moaei. JIxkuMy roTpe60oBaIoch MHOTO BpeMEHHU, YTOOBI
YJIOBUTD ABDKEHUE B ITyOokoii TeHn. HakoHels rmoka3sa-
JIach YeTBepoHorasi GUrypa ¥ ycTpeMIIach CO CKOPOCThIO
TOro, KTO CaM OXOTUTCS M 3a K€M OXOTATCS BCIO XKU3Hb.
BHOBb NMpUOHIBLIMIA MpHCE Ha 3aHUX JiaraX U BbITA-
HYJICS, TaK YTO CTAJIM BUOHBI €ro OCTPhIe YIIN M PaCKOCHIe
T1asa.

Ha, 310 OBUT KO’OT, HO ropa3mo 0oJbllie CBOMX POIH-~
Yyel U3 KocMoca.

«30B... I0YEMY... KOro?..» — 3TH CJIOBA NOCABILIAIHUCh
B co3HaHuu Jxuma. Kazanocs, oHM ObUIM aipecOoBaHbI
BceMy ¢raepy.

Tpu Xo’0Ta MOBE pHYJIUCH, HACKOJIBKO TO3BOJISLIA TeC-
HOTa IOMEIIeHMs, HalpaBWIK CBOM HEMMramouue
B3[JISABI Ha He3HAaKOMLIA.

'‘OyeHb J0JITO BCE OCTABAIMCh HenoaBXHEL Hu JIxymM,
HHU D Msit He cibiiaay oOMeHa MBICIAMM, KOTOPBIT
ceityac npoucxoawi. byrc momobpancsa Gmpke K 60opTy
dnaepa u Toxe He MUTasi CMOTpesl Ha HE3HAKOMLIA.

Ho BoT He3HakoMel] CHOBa OIYCTWICA Ha 4YeThipe
nansl. TMpo HaXal KHOIKY, PacKpBIBAIOIIYIO KOJIMaK.

«MBI JOJDKHBI TOWTH C HUM, TOJIBKO MBI, KO’ OTBI, —
cKa3al OH JeTIM. — OH cuMTaeT Hac CTPaHHBIMHU, ¥ MBI
JOJIXKHBI HayYUTbCS NIOHUMATD JPYT ApYras.
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«OHM CUUTAIOT HAC XCH WIH €li¢ KeM-TO0?» — CIpo-
cwia O Mboit.

«f He 3Ha10, 0 YEM OHHU AyMalwT. OHU OYEeHb OCTO-
POXHBI. DTOT He OOUH: TaM B YKPBITUH APYTHE».

«MBI TOXXHBI YOeJUTh MX, YTO Mbl pOAMYH, — J00a-
Bwia Mep. — IToroM MBI BepHEMcs. BpaT KoT ocraHeTcs
c BaMH. 3akpoiirecb. Mbl He 3HaeM, KaKieé OITaCHOCTH
MOIXHIAIOT HAC 3eCh HOYBIO».

«f1 xouy MaTH C BaMu», — Bo3pa3wia Juik Moait, Xxota
M MOHUMAJIa, YTO 3TO OecrionesHo.

Kak Tompko Ko’oTHI BHIUTH, JIXKMM 3aKphUI JIIOK, a
Onnu Mbdii 3aHsANach NMPOAYKTAaMU — IUIMTKaMHM CKOM-
TIPECCUPOBAaHHOM IMMILMX — U BOHOIL.

3agyMYHMBO IEpeXEBBIBas JIETIEIIKY, JeBOYKa Hpo-
JOJXajla CMOTPEeTh — CHayajia B OMHY CTOPOHY, ITOTOM B
apyryio. OHa He Obuta romomHa. Eif Obuio cTpamiHo
cuneth B TeMHoTe. UTo ecnM Gonbuiod KOT, KOTOPOro
oHu Buueau, Toxe Bpar? Yro ecau Mep, Tupo u Jema
noiMawT M He BhHIycTIT? Moxer, oHu ¢ JIXXMMoOM M
CMOTYT BEPHYTbCA Ha Kopabjb, HO MM HYXHO XIaTb
30€eCh COJTHLA, YTOOLI BOCCTAHOBUTH 3aMachl 3HEpIrun. A
Kak Xe 6oromon? Her, oHa He OymeT aymMarb o6 3ToM
3¢JIEHOM I'raHTe, He OyaeT!

— Bonpt xouemrs? — cnpocun JIxuMm. OH Hanun
HeMHoro Bonbl B Gmionue mis byrca, v Kot npuHsaics
ITHTb.

O Mbit mokayana rojioBoil.

— Hwuyero He xo4y, — npoBopYana OHa, XOTA BO PTY
y Heé mepecoxyjio, M efa Kasalach HeBKyCHOM. — S
XoTesia Obl BepHYThCS Ha 60JbIIoi Kopabib.
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Bopyr neBouka axHyna. UYTo-To HENOHATHOE, KaKas-
TO Gobllag TEMHas Macca Ha poHe Heba, ycTpeMmtach
Ha ¢umaep. ByTc ¢ BorieM BCKOYWI Ha IepeHee CHe-
HHUe, LUepCTb €ro BCTala IbIOOM, XBOCT PaCHyIUWICS.
JIXVIM yBHI €T MHOXECTBO JIall — CKOJIBKO UMEHHO, OH
He MOT CKa3aTb, — TNBITAIOLIMXCH YAePXaTbcs Ha Iaj-
KO NoBepxXHocTH Koimnaka. OXHOI pyKoi OH cXBaTu
O Mbit, apyroit — 3agHMe Nambl byrca M cramn
000MX B ITPOMEXYTOK MeXIy cuaeHUAMU. byrc 60abHO
olLapanaji ero, BBICBOOOIWICH, BEPHYJICA Ha CUOEHHUE U
3apbIyal.

OrpoMHbIe KPBUIbA MEPEKPHUIM HOCTYTI B KaOHHY OC-
TaTKOB cBeta. Ho AeTH BuaenM MX, IOTOMY 4YTO 3TH
KPBUIbS CaMM C1abo cBeTWIMCh. BMecro mepbeB OHM
OBbLIM yCesHBI MePeKPHIBAIOIIMMM APYT APYra Yelryika-
M. JIKUM TIOHATHA He MMeJl, KTO MX IOCETHUTEIb U
CMOXET JIK OH NpoOUTh Konnak ¢raepa U qobparecd 10
HUX.

OpnHako TaK Xe OBICTPO, KaK NpWieTeN, TOCTh LIUPO-
KO B3MaxHYJ KpbUIbSIMM U B3MbUI B He60. Teneps, Koraa
JI>XMM cTaym BUAETH YETYE, OH IIPEAIIONOXWI, YTO 3TO
Morja OBITh TMraHTCKas Mojib. MaJIbuMK B3OOXHYNI C
obJieryeHUEM.

«Ilocnymaiite, — ckasai oH, — MbI He 3HaeM, KakK
JIIOJITO KO’OThl He  BepHYTc. MoXeT, BBl NpWILXeETe
37eCh ¥ NOonmpodbyeTe YCHYTH? A 5 ITOKa ITOCIIKY MOKapa-
yilo...»

JleBouka 9HEPrHYHO MOTpACHa roaopoit: «d Tyr Hu-
KOrja ycHyTb He cMory. TyT B mo6yio MUHYTY Kakoif
YTOHO XYYMHa BbUIE3TH MOXET. A HaM M 3alllMLIaThCA
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HeyeM. CoBceM Xe HeueM. HeTyuiku, s1 He cobupaloch
cnaTth, Ioka Mep He BepHETCS U s He Oyay yBepeHa, yTo
Bcé B rmopsanke. A y byrca rmasa nonyyme Haunx. OH
Hac TpeayTIpeIuT, eCIM KTO-HUOYIb MOSBUTCS».

«Kak, Byrc?» — mocnan JI)KUM MBICITb.

Kot cen Ha Mecto Tupo. 3agHHe Jarbl ero MOKOU-
JINCh Ha CHAEHUM, NMepeHUe — Ha I[UTe YTIpaBIeHU.
OH HaKJIOHWICH BITepéa M BcMoTpeJsics B TeMHoTy. He-
TPOMKO 3aBOpYall, HO MO3T €ro ObLI 3aKphIT.

«Jleréupiu-poand! — BMecto oTBeta byrca 4yé€Tko u
SICHO MocJblanachk Meicib Mep. — OTKpoii ToK!»

HacTtopoxeHHO BrasgbiBasch B TeMHOTY, JI)KHM KO-
ne6anca. Ho oH Gb11 yBepeH, UTO MOApaXaTb MbICJIEHHOM!
peyrt Mep HeBO3MOXHO, ITO3TOMY HaXXaJl IablieM KHOII-
KY M 4acTh KoJITIaKa MOIHSIACK.

«[Touumm!»

Tonbko Tenepb MaIBYMK yBUOEA Mep, BepHee, Gelble
naTHa Ha eé mikype. OHa cTosU1a CHapyXM Ha 3aJHHX
JIarax, KaK 3TO JeJaJl He3HAaKOMBIIL KOT.

«ITontmu, MbI HALIUTK POIHYEI».

O Mbait GbicTpo BhIOpanack. 3a Heif BBIMPBITHYI
Byrc, JIXUM mociaegoBal 3a HUM.

«JlepXuch 3a MOi1 XBOCT, — NnpuKasaia Mep. — Inx
Bac 3eCh OYeHb TEMHO, a 3aJePXUBaThCS HEJIb3S».

Du Maii cxBaTiwia KOHYMK XBocTa Mep 1 moMaxana
IpYToil pyKoii B Bo3ayxe, noka He Hanwia Ixuma. Pac-
TSHYBLIUCH LIEMIOYKOI, OHM IBUHYIHMCH Yepe3 OTKPBITYIO
rronagKy. byrc mo6imsocTy He mokassBaics, ¥ JIXuM
no3Ban ero. OTBeTa He mociaegoBano. XM JIHILB Mo-
HaJesUICsd, YTO C KOTOM HMYEro He CIyYMTCS.

284



Mep mpoBesla UX K BHICOKOM BEpTUKAIBHOM CKale.
OHM 00OTrHYJIM YTEC M YBMIEIM OTBEPCTHE, Ha Kpalio
KOTOPOT0O BUCEJIO HECKOJIBKO TOJCTHIX JIMMMHOK B ITy3bI-
psax. VIx tena cmabo cCBeTWINMCh, HO 3TOrO CBeTa OBLIO
IOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI IT0OKa3aTh BXOA B oTBepcTHe. et ¢
TPYAOM IPOTUCHYJIHUCh B HEro, ornacasicb COpocHUTh ITy-
3BIPU.

XM BHOBb TOBEPHYJCS, YTOOBI IO3BaTh IMpOIaB-
LIero Kora, M cpasy xe ysuaen byrca. Kor cHoBa He
OTBeTW]I, KOTJa MaJIb4YMK OOpaTWICS K HEMY C MBICIEH-
HOH peyblo, M Ha4yall CITyCKaThCsl C TAKUM BHUAOM, CIOBHO
OCTIbHBIX Pa3BeJIYUKOB HE CYILECTBYET.

Yepe3 paBHBIC NPOMEXYTKM Ha CTeHaX BHCEIU JIU-
YUHKUA B MY3BIPSAX, OCBELIask ITOBOPOTHI NMpoxoaa. DJUTH
Mbii BeImmycTWwIa XBocT M3p, HO NMpoAoIKaia AepXaTrbcs
3a pyky Ixwuma. ITon meweps! 65U1 HEPOBHBIN, U AETH
OXOTHO IOAAEPXHUBATU IPYT APYyra.

K cuacTthio, npoxoa okasaicsd He JJIMHHBIM. Bckope
OHM BBIIUTM Ha KapHM3, C KOTOPOro BEJ CITyCK B 60b-
Iyl neuiepy. B oMHOM KOHLIE Mellephl B sSIME TOpes
oroHb. OTTy#a JOHOCWICS IPOMKHM 3BOH. DTO IpeMeIn
aBa pob6ora. CobpaBuivecs BHM3Y He oOpallajii Ha
paboTalolX HUKAaKOr0o BHUMaHMS.

B meuepe okaszamoch MHOTO HE3HAKOMBIX KO’OTOB,
HEKOTOphbIe ropa3io Goibllie TeX, KOro 3HaiIM JXum u
O Mboit. lllepcth y HUX ToXe ObUTa JUIMHHee, OoJiee
MMyIIKCTas, YU OoNblie U CWIbHEE 3a0CTPEHBL.

OHU cuIean MoTyKpPYroM, OXBaTUB XBOCTaMM JIaITbl, U
BCE CMOTpPEJIM B OAHOM HanpaBIeHMU — Ha IwaThopMy
Ha BepliMHe Ipyasl KamHeil. Ha miardopme crosum

285



Tupo, leM u nBa ko’ora u3 neufepsl. Ha mesax y ko’oroB
BHICEJIM Ha BepEBKE XeJIe3HbIC KOITH, TaKHe Xe, KaKue
OHH HAIIUTY Y pa30UTOM MOroAHOM CTaHIIKM.

JIXXMM 3aMeTWI, YTO Y OOJIBIIMHCTBA APYTHX KO’OTOB
ToXe HMeeTcd TaKoe opyxue. Ko’oTbl paccTymwince,
nponyckaa Mep, neteit u byrca, 4ToObBI T€ NMPUCOEIUHU-
JINCh K CHIAEBLIMM Ha IUtaTdopMe.

«OHU IeHCTBUTEIBHO TMOTOMKHM HAIIMX YTPayeHHBIX
pomuyeii», — obpaTwiack Mep K OeTsIM, KOrga OHHU
CeJIi, CKpeCTMB HOrM, 3a THMpO M JABYMsS He3HaKOM-
LaMH, JONMXHO ObTh, CTapeiilIMMH 3TOro Hapoja
ko’oroB. Byrc pacxaxuBan mnepen ACTbMH, IJISAS Ha
CUAAILMX BHU3Y. BpeMsi oT BpeMEHM OH XJIeCTal IO
60KaM XBOCTOM, CJIOBHO COMHEBJICH, Bpard OHM WIH
ApPY3bsl.

«OHM MepeXwIn TSXENble BpeMeHa, — MpoaoDKaia
Mep, obpariasce K geTaM. — Haum poaguum Beau Tpyn-
HYI0 XH3Hb M3-32 3/1a, NMPHPOABI KOTOPOrO OHM HE
MOHUMAIOT.

MHoro neT Ha3al, yXe Iocje TOro, Kak MX KopabJb
CTaJI0O HEBO3MOXHO BOCCTaHOBUTB, U3 KOCMOCaA IpHie-
Tea HOpyroit kopabiab. OH cel C TPYAOM M YaCTUYHO
pa3bmica mpu mnocagke. Korma pasBemyMKM Ko’OTOB
MOMNBITATHCh K HEMY MOJOWTH — OHM OOSUTHCH, YTO Ha
KopabJie XCH, — TO He CMOIJIM 3Toro caejaTh. Kakas-To
HeBUIMMAs CWIa — M B BO3yXe, M Ha MOBEPXHOCTH —
He JaBajla UM NPOMTH.

HemHoro noroas u3 Kopatid BeUleTeN (iaep, MOX0-
w1t Ha Hami. Ho oH ObUI chenaH Tak, Yro CHapyXxu
HEBO3MOXHO YBMIETb, YTO BHYTpH. OH HamajJ Ha AoMa
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KO’0TOB, CXMTaI MX. 3Had 00 3THX Ielliepax, Te, KTO
BbDKWJI, TIePECEIINCh CIOfa.

Ho BbDKWIO HEMHOrO, IIOTOMY YTO BC/IEX 3a Hamafe-
HMEM TpuLUIa 6one3Hb. OYyeHb MHOTHE YMEPIIH, a KOoraa
MOTOM POXIAINCh AETEHBILIMN, TO Hallla ITOPOAa CWILHO
n3MeHwriacb. OHU cTanu Gonbllie U © TPYOOM BIamead
MBICJIECHHOM peublo.

Hauru poguuu Hegonro Bugenu 3ToT ¢iaaep. Ho Mec-
THOCTh BOKPYT Kopabid Hauyajlla MeHATbcs. TpaBa
CTAHOBWJIaCh BCE BhHILE U BblllE, U HACEKOMbIE Me-
HSUIMCh, C KaXAbIM TOAOM OHM BBIPAacCTaIU KpYIIHEe.
CKopo OHH CTalIy HamnaJaTh Ha HAalKX pOAUYEii, CIOBHO
Mo TpHUKa3y Kakoi-To (opMbl XH3HH, HE3HAKOMOH
KO OTaM.

Tonbko B riyOHHe Meuicp Halld POAWYM He omaca-
I0TCd HamaJcHUil XONAWIMX, MpPBIralolHUX, JeTalolUX
cymiectB. OHM MCNONB30BUIM IOCNEAHUX POOOTOB ISt
M3TOTOBJNIEHUS OPYXHMSI — XeNe3HbIX KOITel, KOTOpbie
Tenepb HOCAT C coboi, yToOn! 3ammmarbea. MIx npu-
POIHBIE KOITH Oecrosie3Hbl NPOTHUB TMTAHTCKUX
HacEeKOMBIX.

Hauwvm poayyaM NMpUUUTOCh 3a6BITh MUPHBI 06pa3
XH3HU M CTaTh 0OILIaMH, KaK MbI KOTAa-TO CPaXXaJIHCh
¢ XcH. Y HUX TpYAHasA XWU3Hb, IOTOMY YTO OT pa3bUTOro
KOpaOJIs UCXOOUT BCE HOBOE M HOBOE 3JI0.

W3 sauu, KoTophle OTKIAAbIBAIOT GOTOMOJBI, OCHI,
XYKM M Opyrue HalllM Bparu, BBUIYIUIAIOTCA BCE Oolee
KpPYITHBIC M CWIbHbBIC TIOTOMKH, BCe CTPeMSILHUECS OXO0-
TUTbCA M yOMBaTh. YcwinBaeTcd oOmacHocTb. Hamm
pOIMYM BBIHYXIEHBI CKpbiBaTbcd. OHM Oonblle He
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MOTYT XOIWTb CBOOOJHO C ropAo MOJHSATOH roJIOBOIA,
KaK MCTHUHHBIE KO OTBI».

I'naga7
Onacnoe mecmo

O Mbait n IxuM cugean Ha KapHuse. Ha kpaio
KapHM3a BO BCIO CBOIO JUIMHY BoITsAHYJIcs Byrc. Bee Tpoe
HaGII0aaIM 332 MPOUCXOAAIINM BHM3Y. Ilepen 3TUM oHHU
BBICTIAJICh B MaJIeHbKOH 0OKOBOH mellepe Ha MaTpale
u3 cyxoiil TpaBbl. [Toenu npumnacos, 3aXBauyeHHBIX C CO-
60i1 u3 daaepa. ety ObUTH pambl, UTO MX He TIPUITIACWIN
pasgenuTh Tpame3y ¢ KO’OTaMM U3 Tellepbl, KOTOPBIE
MUTAINCh TUTOOaMU CBOeil OXOThl. ByTc Xe oxasaics
MOGONBITHEE U He OTKAa3wIcs OT YIOIEHWS, KOTOpoe
eMy TIPEUTOXWIN TaIEKHe POIUYU.

He3nakoMble KO’OTHI BeJIM OMAacHyl0 XH3Hb. boro-
MOJI, KOTOPOTO OHM BUACIH HaKaHyHe, BBICICOWI HX
OXOTHWYUIA OTPSAI M MpeceIOBaJl ero 10 CaMOro JoMa.
Ceityac OH IMO-TpeXHEMY Kapayaiwl Y CIUIIKOM Y3KOTo
HAJIA Hero BBIXOIA.

C npyroit cTopoHHI, Oerielbl-Ko’ oThl HAyYWINCh MUp-
HO XUTh C HEKOTOPHIMH HAaceKOMBIMHM, TaKMMH, KakK
CBeTAILLMECH JUYMHKHA, KOTOPhIX OHM BBIpAIIMBAIH U
s3amuaIy. ITy€npr JobaBnsaIM K MX 3anacaM Meg. My-
PaBbU OJHOTO BHIA, Pa3MEPOM C KPBIC, IIPOPLIBAIH IS
HMX TYHHEJU, MTPUHOCWIM KyCKHM PacTUTEJIbHOI TKaHH,
Ha KOTOpbIX pocau rpuosl. Ko’oraM st rpubbl HpaBu-
JIMCB.

Ho or mpexHeil XXM3HM BO BHEIIHEM MMpe y HUX
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OCTaBIOCh TOJBKO HECKOJBKO 3aIUIaTaHHBIX pOOGOTOB,
YbH «PYKH» CTAaHOBWIMCH BCE BaXHee, 10 Mepe TOro Kak
BBIXOIWIM U3 CTpOs Apyrve MaluHel. HeMHorue ocras-
LIMecs MallMHbl COGUPAIMNCh U3 YacTeil COBCEM CTaphIX,
M3HOCHUBILIMXCS.

IIxuM crnipocwn Tupo, moyeMy KO’OTHI He TIONbITa-
JIMCh C ITOMOILUBIO POGOTOB MCCIEAOBATh BpaXKeCKUit
Kopabib. Beap poGoTaM He CTpallHBI KJICUIHM U Xaja.
Pa3Bequuk oTBETW, YTO 3TO NMPOOOBAIU chenaThb. bputn
MOC/IaHbl ABE TaKue 3KCIEeIULIMM, HO HH OOUH po6oT He
BepHyncs. Ilepenaya nHdopMalK OT HUX HEOXUAAHHO
o0pbIBaach, KaK TOJIBKO OHM JOOHpPaINCh OO JIIOKa
pasburoro kopabnas. Ko’oTel 3HanM TOJMBKO, YTO BHYTPH
HaXOOUTCA MCTOYHUK MOILIHOIO HEM3BECTHOIO M3JIyye-
HUA.

Mepen cioM JxuM 1 Dwn Mait 0656 AMHITN MBICTH
c Tpems Ko’otaMM M ByTcoM M cyMeau CBA3aTbCS CO
CBOMM KOpaOJIEM.

OHH noTyYWwIHd TpeBoXHoe coobuenmne. MIx xopa6ib
Ternepb HaXOAWICA B LICHTpPEe LeJIO apMHMU OTPOMHBIX
CMEPTOHOCHBIX HACEKOMBIX. Bce KO OTHI ¥ KOTBI IPYTIIIbI
Pa3BeIYNKOB BHIHYXXACHHI ObUIM OCTaBaThCA ITOX 3alliv-
TOW KopIyca.

K metsam Ha xapHM3e NMpHCOeIMHWINCH KO OTHL. deMm
cen psaoM ¢ byrcom; Mep HanpaBwriack NpsgMo K DJUTH
MDbit 1 HerpoMKoO 3aMypJbIKaia, KOraa JeBoYKa MpHHS-
Jlach 4ecaThb €€ 3a yxoM. THUpo pacxaXuBaln B3ag M
Brepém. --

«He noHuMalo...» — Hayan JeMm.

«Yero He noHmMaews?» — cripocwt Tupo. XBocr ero
Pa3ApaXe¢HHO METAICS M3 CTOPOHHI B CTOPOHY.
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«[ToueMy HacekoMble cOOpamMCh BO3/le HalIero Ko-
pabnsa. OHM kxak OyATO KeM-TO IIOCNaHBi, YTOOEHI
MoMeniaTh HamMM BbIXoaMTb. Ho Benb HacexoMbie He
MOTYT IyMaTb, KaK MbI, HE MOTYT IUITaHMpoBaTh. KTO 310
3a HUX Oejaer?»

Tupo cCHOBa XJIECTHYJI XBOCTOM.

«4To MbI 3HaeM 06 3TOif TUIaHeTe M e€ Xu3Hu? Bos-
MOXHO, KaKHe-TO CYIIeCTBa NOCKUIAIOT MBIC]b, 2 MbI HE
MOXeM MoiMaTh €€, MOTOMY YTO Y Hac COBCEM IIO-
IpyroMy ycrpoeH Mo3r. IlpaBma, — OH OCTaHOBWICA
nepe AeTbMU, — MBI CMOITIM OOMEHATHCA MBICIISAMH C
STUMM AeTEHBIIAMM, HO TIPH 3TOM Y3HAIH, YTO 6OMNb-
LIMHCTBO HMX poaudyeil He CrocoOHBI Ha MBICICHHBIA
oOMeH.

K ToMmy Xe... — OH momomeén Gmpke, Kak 6yaro
coGHpasca nepeiTH Ha LIENOT, — Bbl CaMM BUAEIH, KaK
TPYITHO NMOAAECPXUBATh MBICICHHBII KOHTAKT C HallIMMH
poavyaMu 3aech. OHU TaK U3MEHWINCh, YTO MBI C TPY-
JIOM MOXEM OoO0IaThbcd C HMMMH...»

Byrc moBepHyYJI ronoBy M CBepKalOLUIMMHU 3eJIEHBIMH
IJla3aMM TIOCMOTpeEJl Ha pa3BeaYyMKa.

«ThI Tak cuuraeums, 6par? — crpocwt oH. — S Her.
Korma BoH ToT, HasbiBalomiMii cebsg Cura, BOH TaM,
CIipaBa, — OH yKa3aJl JIalloif Ha cCaMoro KpyItHoro ko’ora
BHM3Y, C Cepoi ILIKYPKOIi, IIOXOXEH Ha HIEpCTh CaMOro
Byrca, Ho Ge3 ero GeJbIX IATEH, — KOrAa OH roBopuI 00
0X0Te, KoTopasi OyeT cerogHs yTpoM, fl IIOHUT KaXaoe
CJIOBO».

Tupo cMoTpes Ha KoTa.

«Bor xak? Torma ckaxm MHe, — GBICTPO TpHKa3al
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OH, — YTO roBOpHT I'appy — TOT, KTO NPHCMaTPHUBAET 32
poborammu?» — U THpo KHBHYNT Ha BHICOKOTO MECTHOIO
Ko’oTa.

Byrc moBepHys roJIoBy M IOCMOTPEJ Ha MaCCUBHOTO
pbDKe-KopuuHeBoro Crapeifiliero.

«OH xoten 6bl, yTo6bI OHM pabGoTanu ObicTpee. Hyx-
HBI KOITH. MHoIMe KO’OThI CUMTAIOT, YTO HAacCEeKOMEIe
paccepowiNCh M3-3a Haulero mnosiieHuss. OHM XOTAT
OBITh FOTOBBIMU K HENPUATHOCTAM, K OOJIBILIMM HENpH-
SITHOCTAIM>.

Tupo, Mep u leM nomouut Opyr K Apyry, Isaasd Ha
Byrca. Hu IxvM, Hu Diumn Mait He ynoBwin obMeHa
MBICJIIMM, KOTOPBIH JOJMXEH ObUI IIPOHMCXOTUTH MEXIY
Tpovmu. HakoHenr Tupo cnpocwr:

«IToyeMy THI He TOBOpWI HaM paHbllle, YTO XOPOILIO
MOHMUMaelllb HAallIMX poaudecit?»

«BbI Xe MeHq He cripaiinBan! — ByTc Ka3aicsa oyeHb
JOBOJIbHEIM cO0O0M. — A YTO KacaeTcsi TOro Kopaoisa —
BBl He 33JaBaIMCh BOIIPOCOM, IoueMy ToT ¢uiaep Tak u
He BepHYJICA IIOCNIe TOTO, KaK YHHYTOXWI BCE, YTO
Mor?»

JxuMm moéxwica. EMy crano He mio ce6e. byrc cnmi-
KOM CMeJI0 pasroBapuBal ¢ THpo. B KOHILie KOHIIOB,
pa3BeguUK OBbIBaJl M Ha ApyrMX MHpax. OH O Takux
Belllax JOJIXEeH 3HaThb ropasmo OoJblie, YeM IPOCTOiM
Kot ¢ 3emnu. Kpome Toro, ciioBa Byrca HaBes v MaJIbyH-
Ka Ha OHY MBICJIb, M OH IOIBITAJICS OTBIeYh BHUMaHHE
Tupo or xorta.

«A MOXeT, 3TO BCE OT TOro, YTO0 MX TaM OCTaJlOCh
oycHb Mano? S mMelo B BUAY, JIoAei Ha Kopabne? Bexn
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ecn Kopabisb pasBalwicsa NMpHU Mocajike, BIIOJIHE Bepo-
STHO, YTO OOJBUIMHCTBO OBUIM paHEHBI WIH BOOOILE
yOUTEI».

«BoaMoxno, — cornacwica Tupo. — A MoxeT, 3TH
TPULLIETbLBI HACTOJNBKO HE IOXOXHU Ha Hac TEJIOM M
pa3yMoM, YTO CUMTAIOT BCeX KO’OTOB BparaMH, a Hace-
KOMBIX — APY3bSIMHM M COI03HUKaMM. MBI 3HaeM TOJBKO, -
YTO 3JI0 pacUIUpseTCs U Ha 3TOH IUTaHeTe CKOPO BOoO1Ie
He OCTaHeTCS MecCTa JJIf Halllero IVIEMEHM, €CJIM Mbl He
y3HaeM TNpUYHUHY».

«A HeJb34 JIM YBE3TH 3THX KO’ 0TOB Ha 3MMMOPPY, KaK
BBI CHENAIN C 3¢ MHBIMH KOIUKaMHU?» — cIpociia DU
Mboii.

«2T10 Bo3MoxHo. Ho oHM cka3zaiu HaM, YTO He XOTAT
ynetaTb. OHM Tenepb He NMOXOXHU Ha Hac, H 3TO MX JOM.
XoTa OHM COINIaCHH NPUHATHh HAWy ITOMOIb, IO-
KMIATh TUIaHETYy He XOTAT. Y0eXaB OOHaXIbl OT XCH,
OHM pelIwIM Gonbuie He Oerarb. B 3ToM, — moGapwi
Tupo c OnecTaMMU INa3aMH, — OHU ITOMJIMHHBIE
KO’OTBIL

OmnacHoCTb, KOTOpas yrpoXxaeT UM 3JecCh, He TaKafd,
Kakasl cyllieCTBOBaJa Ha Balllei TUlaHeTe, rae 6eay mpu-
3pan moau. Jla, oHH U3MEHWIHUCh, HO TYT HET 6e3ymus,
OBJIaieBIICTO JIIOABMH Oe3yMus, NPU3BIBAIOLIETO0 K
BOIIHE CO BCEM MHPOM»>.

JX1M HENOBKO MOEP3aJl, XOPOILIO 3Has, YTO AyMalOT
KO’OTHI O JIIOASIX U KaK OHM YBEpeHBI, YTO JIIOOU PaHO
WIM ITO3IHO UCTPEOSAT BCIO XU3Hb Ha CBOEI IUIAHETe.

«YeM MBI MM noMoXxeM? — IepellIa K ey DJUIH
Mbsii. — YIM Beb YTO-TO HYXXKHO?»
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CHoBa pa3BeJYMK-KO’OT NPUHSUICA pacXaXXUBaTh B3aJ
U BIepEM, KaK YEpHas MaHTepa.

«Y HUX He ocTaloch cobcTBeHHBIX (aepoB. OHM
MHoroe 3a6bUTH, BKIIOYas ¥ yMeHUsA. OHH XOTAT, YTOGHI
MBI TTOJIETEJIM K BpaXecKoMy Kopabiio M y3Halu, oc-
TaJICA JIM TaM KTO XuBoit. Ecii He ocrancs, oHM XOTHT,
YTOOBI MBI OIIpeAeIHIN, YTO B pa30UTOM KOpITyce ITOCHI-
JlaeT DHEPruIo, KOTopas BCE 3[eChb MEHACT».

ByTrc mIMpoko 3eBHYN, OCKAIUB KJIBIKH.

«ITH KO’OTHI TOXE HM3MEHWINCh, — 3aMETWI OH. —
OHM oxoTATCA, yOMBAIOT, XUBYT, KaK KOIIKHA. OHU KoL~
KH...»

«BepHo, — cormacwica Jem. — IleyanbHO BUIETS,
KaK KO’OThI BIMAaJaloT B BapBapCcTBO. OTO HeINpaBWIb-
HO...»

«MoXeT, U MpaBWIbHO — IS 3TOIl IUIaHETHI, —
Bo3pa3mwn byrc. — CxoXy ImocMOTpIO, KaK OHM JAeNaloT
XeJie3Hble KOorTH. VX xopoiro umMeTh ¢ coboii, Korma
BCTPETHUILCA C YyJOBUILIAMU».

OH CNpBITHYN € KapHM3a M NpU3eMIWIcA BOIM3H
paboTapIiInx po6oTOoB.

JoxuMm B3msaHyn Ha Tupo. Heyxenum Byrc 3amén
cIMIIKOM aajieko? Pa3sBeguuk, ogHako, AaXe He Ioc-
MOTpeJ TY[a, Iie CUIIeJ Tenepb KOT, BHUMATEJIbHO IVISAAS
Ha po6oToB. PsinoM ¢ HUM pacrnoNoXWicAd CTaplIMi U3
Ko’oToB nelepbl. OHH CIOBHO OOCYXIATH NMperuMylec-
TBa OXOTHI C KOITSIMU M 0e3 HHX.

«Jlaxe eclIH Bce, KTO MPWIETEN Ha Kopabie, MEpPTBHI,
— 3aroBopwi Tupo, — Mx Kopabib OCTAETCA JTOBYIIKOM.
Benn ropox xcu ObLT IISE HAC CMEPTOHOCHOIM JIOBYILIKOI
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€llEé MHOTO JICT TToCJie TOro, Kak caMH XcH rorubm. {na
Hac MITH Tyla, He 3Has, KaKad XIET OMacCHOCTb...» — OH
CMOJIK, HEe 3aKOHYMB TpPEIOXCHHUA.

«MoxeT, yIacTcsl BRIKITIOYUTH €ro, — MOMHTEPEeCcoBa-
nach D Mpii, — Kak MBI CAEJAIN B ropone?»

Tupo orBeTMn He cpasy. Hesamonro mo 3roro on
Xoown K ¢aepy M, BepHYBILMCh, COOOIIMWI, YTO WHET
XOXIb, CONHIIA HET M TIOKa BOCCTAHOBHUTB 3anac 3Hep-
' HEBO3MOXHO.

«HUKTO M3 Hac M NpPEOnoNIoXMTh HEe MOXeT, YTO
MOXHO CHeJIaTh, a Yero Heib3s, NoKa MBI He y3HaeM
6onsnre. HUxkTo M3 HalMx poaudeil He BUIEN Kopabib,
KpOMe ONHOTrO MX pa3BeQYMKa, XOAWBILUEro B TMOMCKaX
Metawia. UM npuxomurca npobuparbcss B CBOM CTaphbie
XKWIKILA, YTOOBI HAXOOUTh MeTaJUT Ui pobGoToB. B pas-
BaJIMHaX TeIepb XWBYT ONacHble HaceKoMhle. Ko’oTw
Ha TaKue Mella XOHAT ITOOXMHOYKE, IOTOMY YTO MX
OCTaJIOCh MaJI0O U OHM O0ATCA OONMBLIMX MOTEPH».

«Ho oHM XOTAT, YTOOBI MBI OTIIPABIWIMCH K KOpabimo,
— 3aBOJIHOBaJIach D Mbsii, — Kak MBI ¢ JIxxMom
Xoawiu B ropox. OHM CYUTAIOT, YTO MBI CMOXXEM IPOMTH
TaM, Iie OHH He Moryt?»

J>xumM, BCmoOMHHB GoroMona, mayka M oc, rotoB O6nU1
BO3paXaTb. DTO COBCEM HE TO, YTO NMOKMHYTBIA rOpOJ.
T'opon 6bU1 MocTpoOEH JoAbMH. A 3[€eCh YTO-TO ropasfio
Gornee omacHoe.

«Hy, MbI MoXeM momnereTh Mmobiyke M MoHabmo-
BAaTh, — OTBeTHWI THpo. — Hukro He cMoXeT pobparsca
B0 Kopabig rno nmoBepxHocTH. PogHyn roBopAT, YTO TaM
cobupaeTcd MHOXECTBO HaCeKOMEIX, OHM HaIafaloT Ha
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Bcex npubmokaroumuxca. He Mory ckasars, ynacres
yro yBUIeTh cBepXxy. Ho maxe HeGoiplIoe 3HAaHHE CIO-
COOHO NMPUHECTH ITOJIB3Y».

IXuM B3rIAHYT Ha CBOM Kynakd. boromon — ero
rojioBa NOBOpayMBalaCh MM BCJEH, OIPOMHBbIE IJa3a
CMOTPEJIH C TaKO# XOJMIOAHOM HeHaBUCThIO... HeT, ropon
ObUI JaIeKo He TakK IutoX. MarpumkK xoten 6BUTO CKa3aTh
«Hert!», HO TOYeMy-TO He CMOT.

«Kak TOABKO COJIHIIE MOMOJHMT 3amac 3HepPruM, Mbl
ITOJIETHUM K pa3dbuTOMY KOpabiio», — mogbroxxwi Tupo.

«Ochl NeTaloT BBICOKO, — mpexnynpemwn Ixum. —
MoxeT, ecTh M Apyrue JICTAIOLHe CYLECTBa».

Xoren 661 OH IMETh KHUTY O HaCEKOMBIX M3 OHOIHO-
Teku. Ho, HaBepHoe, Jiyyllile He 3HaTh, YTO MOXET
aTaKoBaTh MX U3 BO3OyXa.

Ha HacekoMoe B JIOMM JIMHOI MOXHO IPOCTO CMOT-
peTb. Ho eci oHO ¢ Bac pocToM, COBCEM ApPYroe AeJo.
Jletaror in 6oromonbi? A orpoMHble Ky3HeyukKn? OHM
BITOJIHE MOIYT cOUTH (hlaep Ha 3eMIIIO.

Ho JIxum 3Hai, yro THpo He oTKaXeTcd OT MOCTYII-
Ka, KOTOPBIi CYMTAEeT NMPaBWIBHBIM. A eciii THpo U Bce
OCTaJIbHbIE MOJETAT, IXXMM He OcTaHeTCs OXHH.

«Xaja oc He NpoOBIOT Kojmak ¢uiaepa, — 3asiBUIA
Amuiu Mait. — U, MoxeT, MbI cyMeeM KaK-TO OTOMThCSA
OT CTapbiX XyKoB. MHe ToXe He NMOHpPaBWICS IayK, HO,
MOXET, OOJIbIlIe TAKMX HET».

J>XMM BCIIOMHWI, KaK OHM OIypayvIiu IayKa, 3acTa-
BHMB YBHAETb OXOTAILYIOCH OCY, KOIa ITPOXUIAIH BhIXOA
M3 MayTHHBL

«A HeB3s I M C OCTAIbHBIMM GOpOThes Tak Xe? —
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crpoc1 OH. — 3acTaBUThb UX BHUIOETh TO, YTO OHHU
bosaTca?»

«He 3Haw, — orBetn Tupo. Oreer yausmun JIxuma:
0OBIYHO pa3BeqUMK BCeraa Tak yBepeH B cebe. — U3
Balller0 CO3HAaHHUS, HETEHBII, MBI U3BJIEKIM 00pa3 ero
Bpara ¥ ycwinwiu ero. Ho paHsbile Mbl Tak He IOCTymna-
JIn».

«HyxHo Gonbuie y3sHatb 00 3Toif TeXxHMKe! — BMe-
wancad AeM. — DT0 YTO-TO HOBOE M MOXET OKa3aThbCH
MOJIE3HBIMY.

«H3yyatp 6ymeM, Koraa HacTaHeT BpeMs, — B CBOIO
oyepeab BMellanach B pasrosop Mep. — [la, To, KaK Mbl
MCITOJIb30BATH MBICJICHHEBII 00pa3, 4YTOOBI OTIVIHYTh
TayKa, 3TO YTO-TO HOBOE. MBI MOXXEM Hac1 pOHMTh Mallli-
HBI U pOOOTOB, YTOOBI OHY OTBEYAIU HB MBS MBICICHHDBIA
npuka3. A Terepb, MOXET ObITh, C MX MOMOILIBIO Ha-
y4yuMcsa oOMaHbIBaTh. YTo ThI 3amyMalt, neTeHbNU? YToGh!
MBI TAKMMHU KapTHHaMH pacyucTwiu cede nmytb? CoMHe-
BalOCh, YTOOBI MBI CMOTJIM HaOJIro yaepXarb ux. U eciu
BOKPYT KOpaGJii MHOTO pa3sHBIX HaceKOMbBIX, pa3Be MbI
cyMeeM HaiiTM U1 HUX oburero Bpara?»

JIxumM cornacwicsi. Mblcab 6bU1a Henenas.

«MbI HIYEero He CMOXEM pelUTb, — 3aMeTWI Tupo,
— noka He mobepémcs mo Kopabna. Ho HyxHO OBITBH
TOTOBBIMM K OTPaXXeHMHIO JII060ro opyXus, KOTOpoe, Kak
rOBOPAT HAIM POAMYM, HMCIIOIb30BAIOCH B MEepBbIE JHU
MocJie KpyILeHuUs».

«MHe HHKoOraa He HpaBWIOCh XAaTh YYNOBMIL, —
ckazana D Mbait. — A ecii MBI He CMOXEM TPOMTH
B Kopabmp? Mbl Beib He MOMAEM K HeMy MO 3emiue?»
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JIKMM ToKayas rojIoBOif.

«Ha 3T0 HMKTO He peuIuTCs».

«A yto TaM BHYTpH? MoXeT, Bce 3TH Gonblune XyKH
TIpWIeTeIn Ha Kopabine?»

- «HeT, poauyu roeopsT, YTo paHbllie OHU ObUTM Ma-
JNeHbKUMM. TakuMM Xe, KaK y Hac JoMa. ToJbKO NOTOM
OHHU CTAIM pacTH. MoXeT, YTO-TO BHYTPH Kopabis 3a-
CTaBIgeT MX pacTH. MoxXeT, mia Kopabisa 3TH XyKH —
KaK CTpaXW WIM YTO-TO B 3TOM POIE».

A Mbait cormacHO KUBHYIIA.

«Kak po6oThI, KoTOpble NMPOAODKANMN ACHCTBOBATh B
ropoge. Ho Mbl pa3bwin MalivHy, KoTopasi NpHUBOOWIA
MX B JIeiCTBME. A BAPYT U BHYTPU KOpa6s eCTh Malliu-
Ha, KOTOPYI0O MOXHO pa30uThb...»

«3HAYUT, HYXHO HaWTH crocob npodpaTbcs BHYTPb.
A Kak HaM 3TO chenathb?»

Ommu Mboii, DoKHO OBITh, YJTOBWIA €ro MbICIb O
GoromMorne, NMOTOMY YTO B3APOrHYyJa.

«Hert, mpocTo MATH, CO BCEMU 3TUMM XyKaMH BOKpPYT,
Henb3d. S He Xoyy, YTOGHI MEHS YXaJIIa 0Ca POCTOM C
Mep. MHe GBI XoTenoch, YTOOBI MBI OBLTH IOXOXM Ha
XykoB. Moxer, cMoriiu 6b1 UX OOMaHYTh».

«HeBo3MoxHO!»

JI>XuM roToB OBUT MOBEPUTH BO MHOroe, HO YTOOBI
OHM ¢ DUt M>3ii npeBpaTWINCh B XYKOB — HET, HEBO3-
MOXHO!

IIpunutocek xnate. Tpu Ko’ota ¢ 3UMMOPPHI NTOAOATY
pasroBapHBaJIM ¢ obMTaTe/IsIMU Temiepbl, a Byrc Bep-
HYJICA Ha KapHH3 C XeJNe3HBIM KorreM Ha mee. OH
yuwica obpaiarbcd ¢ HUM, TNpHITajl BIepéX M Ha3am,
CJIOBHO HaJesUics BCKOpPE MCITONIb30BaTh 3TO OpYXHe.
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Ha cnemyioniee yrpo sipko cBeTwio conHue. OHHM
Pa3MECTWINCH BO (aepe, NMOTHANIUCH B BO3XYX U OT-
MPaBWINCh HAa TIOMCKHM TIOTEepIIeBUIET0 KpYLIEHHE
KopabJi.

I'naea 8

Kpuviaramuvie 60ounve

Onaep nepeBaTwI Yyepe3 BepIUHMHY XpeOTa M BBILLIET
Ha OTKPBHITOE IPOCTPAHCTBO; HETH CHOEJAN Ha 3agHEM
CHACHMH M CMOTpesiM B Hebo. Bbyrc, mocrasus namsl Ha
CIIMHKY BIlepeny, bojiee HHTepecoBAICS TEM, YTO Iepex
¢naepoM. Cyna mo ToMy, KaK AEPrajiuch yIiIM KOTa
Twupo, [>XxviM BueN, YTO OHM HAaCTOPOXEHHI.

— CwMortpure!

OxuMy He HyXeH GbUT 3TOT Bo3rnac Jmwmn Msit. K
HUM TMOAHMMAJIAch leJlasi TyYya KpPhUIATBIX CYLIECTB, 3a-
TeMHAs1 HeOo, KaKk 0ObIMHast Oypsl.

Tupo ewe Bbmue nogHs1 dmaep, a Tyya CTAaHOBWIACH
Bc€ Tomiue ¥ TeMHee. OHa Kak O6yaro cobpanack onepe-
JIUTh MX.

OHu cHu3WIKCh. JXXUM pennwi, yro TUpo MCHONb3y-
eT Ty Xe TaKTHUKY, YTO W ITWIOT 3eMHOro CaMOJIETa,
3aMeTUBIIMIT B Bo3myxe Bpara. OHU JIeTeNH Temnepb He
1o TpsIMOI1, a 3Mr3araMy — BHayaJle HalpaBo, ITOTOM
OBICTPO HaNEBO.

Ho o0mako TpomonKaio NpHMOIDKATBECA M PaCTH.
Bckope cramu BUIHB M oTHenbHBIe cyliecta. CoyeTa-
HHE MX OBLIO COBepIIEHHO HeeCTeCTBCHHBIM. PsamoMm
JIeTeJI OXOTHUKM ¥ MX npuponaHas nobsrya. Ho oHM He
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oOpamamM BHUMaHUA ApYT Ha apyra. IIpocro HampaBns-
Juch K drnaepy.

O4yeBHUIHO, UMH YTO-TO WIM KTO-TO YNpaRBIAET, MOMI-
yman Ixxum. Kak Tupo pelllaeTcsi mpoaokats rojier?
PasBequnk-Ko’oT He MeHAI OOLWI KypcC, ZieJiasg pe3Kue
Pa3BOPOTHI B CTOPOHEL.

HexoTophsle HaceKOMEIE JOITO B BO3[IyXe HE OCTaBa-
JNUCh, OHH BINCTAIH, PACKPHIBAIM KpPbUIbA U IUILUTH
KaKoe-TO BpeMs, IIOTOM CHWKAJIMCh, U BCE IIOBTOPA-
JIOCh. OTH HACEKOMBbIE COCTAaRISUTH Kpas OIrpOMHOIO
o6naka. JIxuM BUEeN Ky3HEUMKOB, HOCTAaTOYHO OOJIb-
ILMX, YTOOBI cOUTH ¢iacp B BO3MyXe, €CIM OHU C HUM
CTOJIKHYTCA. BbIlle JieTeaH ochl, IMYENB U HaceKOMEIe,
KOTOPbIX OH He Mor Ha3BaTh. Ho Bce oHU ObUTH BOMHHI,
youinel. Hukakmx 6aboyek, MOTBUIBKOB WIHM CTPEKO3
BUAHO He OBLIO.

«I[TocMoTpuTe BHM3!»

JleM mpipkajics K CTeKiay, YTOOBI Jiyunie BUIETh 3eM-
mo. JIXXKMM cran BIiambiBaThea Tyaa xe. Jlydie 6b1 oH
3TOro He JIeJal.

Tyua B HeOe npeACTaBiIsLIa YTpo3y, HO TO, YTO OTKPHI-
JIOCh MM BHM3Y, 6bU10 enlé xyxe. JIKMM HCITyTalcs, YTO
npoyHasd obuKBKa ¢raepa MOXET He BhIIEPXAaTh HaIo-
pa 3TOH Macchl, KMllalueH, Meuyuleiics M OemicHo
cKayyllieid, CIOBHO B ITOMCKaX JOOBIYM.

BHu3y ruMraHrcKuMe XyKM TPACIM YCTpalllalolHMH
poraMM HEBEPOATHBIX pPa3MEPOB, MYypaBbM KpYITHEe
KO OTOB pa3eBajlM OTPOMHLIC XBaJIa, MayKH C MOJHHE-
HOCHOM CKOpPOCTBIO IIEpECKAaKMBAJIM C BEPXYIIKM Ha
BEPXYWIKY OrpOMHBIX TpPaBMH. [lecATKM IMIaHTCKHX
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GoromonoB Opeu Briepém, OTHICKMBAasA JOOBIYY XOJOI-
HBIMM IJIa3aMM.

B oTinume oT JieTalolMX HaCEeKOMBIX, T, YTO Iepe-
JBUTAJIUCh IO ITOBEPXHOCTH, IIO-BUOAMMOMY, MEHBILIE
MOAAaBAIUCh KOHTPOJIO, IOTOMY YTO MHOTAA HaMagaiu
Ipyr Ha gpyra. JIXXKMM 3akpbUl IJ1aza ¥ OTKUHYJICA Ha
cuIeHuH. ByTc LUIENMHyNCcd eMy Ha KOJIEHH, IIpMXKal
roJIOBY K KOJINIaKy Y IPONOJIXaJl BHUMATEJIbHO CIEIUTD
3a MMPOTUBHHUKOM.

O M3t ¢ HerpoMKMM KPHKOM OTLIATHY/IAch OT
xonmaka. OHa 3aXala pyKaMM pOT M IpKanach K
Hxumy. IToToM cxBaTHiIa ero 3a pyky.

— OHu yOpIOT Hac! — roioc €€ Nnpo3Bydyana HerpoMKo,
M KaKoe-TO BpeMS JeBoYKa cuiela C 3aKPHITBIMH IJla-
3aMM.

Tyya HaceKOMBIX COMKHYJIach BOKpYT ¢raepa. Ochl
LIeTUISUTMCh 32 KOJIMaK, XJIeCTAIH XaJlaMU IO ero Iiamg-
Koil moBepxHocTH. M3 ux opyxus ¢boHTaHYMKaAMU
OpBI3rayl XKMIKUA 51, MOKPBIBas KOMNaK KIeHKOH Mac-
Col, MellIasi CMOTpeThb. Bec Hace KOMBIX HEYMOJIMMO TSAHYJI
¢bnaep x 3emie.

JIXuM XoTesl KpMKHYTh Tupo, YTOOBI TOT IOBOpaYM-
Bal. 1 oH u O Mbaii B3aparuBay KaXmblii pa3, Kak
OCHI YAApSUIH XaloM. ByTc pbryas, CXaBILMCh Ha KOJe-
HAx IxuMma.

Pa3BeaunK-Ko’OT OTYasSHHO CpaXaJIcsl ¢ MpUOOpaMH,
MMbITasICh yAepXaTh ¢uiaep Hag ofessIoM HacCeKOMBIX,
CIUTIOILb ITOKPHIBILIMX 3eMTI0. BpeMs oT BpeMeHM Mallin-
Ha IOKaYMBaJlach, KOIa B HEE¢ BLEIUISUIOCH OCOOEHHO
KpynHoe HacekoMoe. OHM JieTeqM Tenepb COBCEM HM-
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3KO, M CHU3Y Ha ¢Jlaep Hayaau HaragaTh Ky3HEUHMKH U
XKyKH.

JIXM TOTHAN TOJOBY M BHOBb YBHAEN JIMIIb Tella
HacCeKOMBIX, UX Xajla, orpoMHble daceTouHbie rasa. Y
TYT ITOCJBILIANTACh MBICIb THPO:

«MpbI 3aXBayeHHI...»

Tyt Xe mociegoBaia MbICab Mep:

«[ToaBwiIca KOHTPOIBHBIM JIyd, TaKOil Xe, KaKoi py-
KOBOIMT MalllMHaAMM ¢ Haluero kopabis. Ho ato He Hamr
JIy4».

JI>XUM TMOHSUT; aTbLbl DUty Maii cxamuch ene Kpern-
ye. Mx npurarusaia HepuauMas cwia. HaBepHoe, TAHYNIa
IIPAMO K YYXOMY Kopabimo.

Ho HacexoMble He BbIIycKamu ¢raep, U Te, YTO
CHMIeNM BHYTPM, He 3HAJH, HACKOJIBKO OHH OJM3KO K
TMOBEPXHOCTH. THPO HM30 BCeX CHI NBITAICA YAepXaTb
pbIyar, IOBUCHYB Ha HEM BCeM TeJIOM. Mep CKIIOHWIACh
psanoM, noMoras eMy. Ho peryar npomosokan MeIIeHHO
JBUTATbCS, HECMOTPSA Ha BCE MX YCHIHA.

OHM pa3oGbpioTca? Benp crouT MM cecTh, KaK OHM
OyayT norpeGeHBI IIOA KMBOM Maccoil HaranaroliuXx.
JIxuM, BOMpPEKM XEJNaHWUIO, He MOT He IpeACTaBIATh
cebe, KaK IMIaHTCKUI1 OOroMos pacKaiblBaeT KOJIIaK
¢naepa.

BHYyTpM MallIMHBI IOTEMHEJIO OT TOJICTOTO CJIOS Hama-
JIaloIINX, KOTOPHIe TOJI3IM IPYT IO IPYTY, IBITasich
npobparbes BHYTph. I1oToM Kopabib C10BHO ITOIXBaTH-
Jla TMTaHTCKasd pyKa, CMaXHyB HAaceKOMBIX B CTODOHY.
HexoTtopsle, paHeHble, Maganyi Ha 3emiaio. Ipyrue pac-
NMpaBIsUId KpbUTbd U yietanu. Cugsaumue Bo ¢naepe
CHOBa CMOIJIU BUAETbD.
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OHM em€ He TOCTMIIM NOBepPXHOCTH, H ¢naep mpo-
JOJIXaJ JIETETh BITEPEM, XOTH B3AparuBajl U NoKaymBaJcH,
KOT/la KTO-HMOYAb JONPHIHBaX A0 HEro CHM3y. BBepxy
JIeTeJIM KphUIaThie BOMHBI, CIOBHO BbI3biBad (uiaep Ha
60i1. boroMos, orpoMHEIi1, GonbIIe TOrO0, KOTOPOrO OHH
BUJIEJIM paHbllie, CMOTpeJ Ha HUX; [1a3a ero NMpoIvibiBa-
JIM MMMO Ha ypoBHe KabunHbl. OgHa pyKa-HOX yAapwia
MO KOJIMIaKy Haj rojIoBaMH AeTeif, HO He pa3pe3aa.

BHesanmHo mepen HMMM BhIpOCNa CTeHa. Bricokas m
OoYyeHb LIMpoKad. Y HMX He XBaTUT SHEPruM, YTOOBI
NOTHATh (raep ¥ mepenereTh Yepe3 3toT 6aprep! He-
cMoTps Ha Bce ycwinsa THpo, MX BTATMBaIO B 6ombmioe
OTBEPCTHE B CTEHE, NMMOXOXee Ha JIIOK, JOCTaTOYHO 6OTb-
IO, YTOOBI MPOTJIOTUTH iaep.

Tupo oTkmOYWI ABUTATENb, HO OHHU TMPOIODKAIH
JICTeTh Briepén, MPSAMO B MacTh JIioka. HuKTo U3 npecne-
JoBaTelieil He TOJIeTe] 3a HUMH, KaK TOJIbKO MaIllMHa C
COJIHLIA IToTajia BO ThMY.

B xoHlIe KOHLIOB ¢uraep co cnaGbiM TOTYKOM IpH3eM-
Jwicsi Ha XEcTKoil moBepxHocTH. OHM oOKasamich B
MECTe, OCBELUEHHOM OJIeQHBIM 3¢JICHOBAaTHIM CBETOM,
KOTOpBIi1 HICXOOWI OT CTePXHeil, pacIIoIOXEHHBIX BIOJIb
creHbl. KakuM-To 06pa3oM YyBCTBOBAIOCH IMPHCYTCTBHE
XOJIOTHOM 4YyXfoH Xu3HH. OHa CJIOBHO MPOHHKAJa BO
¢naep ¥ 3aMoOpaxHBaJia €ro NaccaxuposB.

HecMoTpsi Ha OTKPBITHIM JIIOK, HACCKOMBIX 30€Ch HE
6but0. JIXKMM 00/Ier4EHHO B3MOXHY/, DT M3ii BHITyC-
Tuna ero pyky. IloToM axHyma: mociamiiajics
CKpeXellyluHit 3ByK. JleTH ObICTpO MOBEpPHYIH IOJOBHL
JIok 3a HUMM 3aKkpbiBasicd. OHH B JIOByIIKe!
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— Mm 3akpeiTel! Moxer, He cMoXeM BHIGpaThcA
orcioga! — D M»sit npousHecna 3TO oYeHb OLICTpO.
IToroM nmobaswia: — Ho, MoXxer, cymeeM cHoBa OT-
KPHITh ABeph. HyXHO TONBKO mocTraparhcs.

«3JT0 HacToAUMIT KOpabelbHBIN JIIOK, — MJOCTHITIA WX
mbicns Mep. — CMoTpHTe, KOTa 3aKPHIT JIIOK, OTKPbI-
BaeTCSd BHYTPECHHSAA ABEDb...»

IlpssMo nmepen M3OUTHIM, 3a6PHI3raHHEBIM A10M dnae-
POM YacThb CTEHBI, Ka3aBIUIEHCS CIUIONIHOM, OTOABH-
Hynack. Tak o6br4HO BXOAMT dtaep B Kopabnn, faxe Ha
KOpabysx caMHX KO’OTOB.

Ho yro Xxmét ux 3a Bropoii aseprio? Kakag-ro crpan-
Has ¢opMa XH3HU, BOOPYXKEHHAS OTHEHHBIM OpYXHeM?
Takas, 4To YHHYTOXIWIA KOJIOHHUIO KO’OTOB MHOIO JIET
Hasan?

Bce ocraBaiich Ha MeCTaXx, IISAd Ha BTOPYIO JABEDb,
OXMAaA KaKMX-THOO0 IeHCTBHIA.

Ho 3mnmm Mb3it HeHagoATO XBaTWJIO TepIIEHHS.

— I'ne onu? Ipsuyrca?

Bce Tpu K0’0Ta nmo-npeXxHeMy CHAENIH HEMOABHXHO.
Jlaxe Byrc BepHylics Ha CBOE MeCTO, OIMPasCh 3aTHU-
MM JlarlaMM B KojieHM [[>X1Ma, NocTaBUB NepeiHHe Ha
cIMHKY cugeHua. Ho ¢ ognum ornmumeMm. Ha npasyio
JIally OH HaeJ KOJbLIO, K KOTOPOMY OBUI NMPHMKpEIUiéH
XKeJIe3HbIl KoroTth. ByTc M3roroBwica X 6010, KaK ero
POIMYM Ha 3TOM IUIAHETE.

JIXKHM He NMOHHMaJl, KaK MOXHO YCJIBIIIATh YTO-TO 32
npegenaMu ¢naepa. JlomkHO 6BITh, KO’OTH CAYIIATH
mbicau. TlepBeiM 3aroBopui Hem:

«He Mory ynoBUTh HU Clieia MBICITH».
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Tupo u Mep npopoikanu «cayuarb». HakoHel oto-
3BaJICA CTapIIHif pa3sBeqYHK-KO OT.

«HeT 3HaKOMBIX HaM MbICJieii, — MomnpaBWwI oH Jlema.
— MoxXeT, cyiecTBYIOT TaKie THUIThI MBICJH, C KOTOPBI-
MM MBI He BCTPEYaIHCh».

«A BBI CIBILINTE MBICIH XYyKOB?» — cripocui JIXum.

«OHH He «MBICIAT», KaK MBI 3TO IOHHMaeM. Y HHX B
roJIOBe XYXOKaHHe, TaK 3TO BOCIPUMHMMAeT Hall MO3T.
Ho xakyio-To dpopMy XH3HEHHOI S3HEPTMU OHU M3/Ty4Ya-
0T, KaK M BCe XHBBIE CylllecTBa. XOTSI MBI €€ U He
MOHMMaeM. A 31eCh HUYEro HeT — TOJIbKO THILHHA».

«MoxeT, 31ech — Kak B ropofe. Bce MepTBBI! — Din
Mbsit GeicTpo npuxogwia B ceds. — Ecau MBI B3ris-
HEM...» /

J>XuM youBmiIcsa €€ roTOBHOCTH NOKUHYTH ¢daep. Ho
MOTOM M CaM MOYYBCTBOBaJI, YTO JIydllle MOATH U B3IJIA-
HYTb, YeM OCTaBaTbCs XHaTb. IloxoXe, HaceKOMBIE OT
HHUX TeIlepb OTpe3aHbl. THPO, IMO-BUANMOMY, TOXE OY-
MaJl TakK, MTOTOMY YTO HaXal KHOIKY, OTKpPBIBAIOILYIO
Bbxod. KoJrak 3ackpures ¥ MeAJIeHHO IMOIHAICHA, CIIOB-
HO XWIKOCTb, BBHIMYyLIeHHasd HaceKOMBIMHM, pa3belia
MeXaHU3MBI.

Tupo 1 Mep BHICOKO ITOZHSUTH TOJIOBBI, YCBI MX ITOILIE-
BenuBaIuCh. byTc 3aBopyai. ITaxyio oTBparuTeabHO, HO
MOSIBWIOCH U KOE-YTO ellE.

Kak Tonpko xonnak rnogHsuics, JI>kMM no4yyBCcTBOBAJ,
KakK JIMLIO, PYKH, KOXY 3aKOJOJI0 KaK MaIEHbKMMH UTO-
JIOYKaMM.

Amu Mbait norépna pyku.

— CrpaHHOE YyBCTBO.
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«TYyT CWIBHBIA MOTOK KaKOH-TO 3HEpPrumM», — Ipea-
nonoxwi Tupo.

ByTc omHMM NMPBDKKOM BBICKOYWI Hapyxy. deM, noxa-
HAB XBOCT, Clierka pacKayuBasiCh, NPUTOTOBWICHA
MocJieI0OBaTh 32 HUMM, HO THpO oTcTpaHmWI ero. Brritns
HapyXy, Tupo HanpaBwics K BHYTpeHHEH ABEPHU.

Ero npubmnkeHne, TOMIXHO OBITH, MPUBEJIO B ACHCT-
BHE HEKMil CHUTHaJI, TIOTOMY YTO BIIEpedU 3aropescs
apkuit ceeT. Ko’ orsl 3axxmypwiuce. IxumM u Dt Mait
NMPUKPHUTA [1a3a PyKaMH U CMOTPEJU CKBO3b IMaJIbLIBI,
IOKa IJla3a He MPHCITIOCOOMINCH K SIPKOMY CBETY.

Bce coGpanncek 3a THpo M Bciies 3a HUM MNPOLUTH B
Gosplloe MOMelleHHe, KOTOPOe, OJDKHO OBITh, 3aHUMa-
JIO OCHOBHYIO YacTh Kopabas uyyxakoB. I Tam mepen
HMMH MPEACTAIO TAKOe HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE 3peJIMILE, YTO
pa3BeIYMKHU OCTAHOBIIKMCH M TOJIBKO HeyBEPEHHO OIJIs-
JBbIBIKCD.

Bce creHBl OBUIM CIUIOINB 3aHATHI, TOJBKO CIIpaBa
OCTaBWIOCh HEOOJIBIIOE OTKPHITOE MECTO. A 3aHUMAIO
CTeHBI HEYTO ITOXoXee Ha THraHTCKMi yneit. VI B kaxmoit
AYyeilKe MepeaHss OBepla ObUla OTKpPHITA.

— Het! OHu HenpaBwIbHble! — BBIKPUKHYIA DIUU
Mb>ii, yXxBaTHMBLIMCH IS MOAZEpPXKU 3a Mep. — Bce
HeInpaBWIbHbIE!

Bo MHoOrmx MecTax M3 siyeeK TOPYAJIM HayaBlIHe
BBIOMpaThCA M3 HUX obuTareny. JXxuM roTHya. CloBHO
KOIIIMAapHbII COH. YXacHble CYylIeCTBa, KOTOphle OH
BHMIEJ paHbllie, JaXe MayK U OoroMos, BBHIIISACIH He
TaK CTpalIHO, KaK 3TH.

D Maii, ckopee Bcero, ripaBa. HecoMHeHHO, 3TH...
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STH TBapH He JOJDKHBI ObUTH crath Takumu. OHH Bce
MepTBhle! Te YacTM MX Tes, KOTOpbleé OCTABAIUCH B
fAyeiikax, ObUIM MaJIeHbKHeE. A YacTH CHApYXH — Hemnpo-
TNOPIIMOHANBHO OrpoMHbI. CJIOBHO OHM HaUMHAIH PacTH
B TOT CaMblii MOMEHT, KaK BBIOMpaTHCh Hapyxy. Y
OIXHMX OBUTH MMTaHTCKHE TONIOBBHI, Y APYTHX — pa30yx-
IIasg BepXHAS YacTh TeJia.

Tupo oToIIEN OT M3YPOAOBAaHHLIX TeJI H HAINlpaBWICH
K cBODOAHOIT creHe moMelieHuss. OH cMOTpeNl He Ha
MEPTBHIE CYLIECTBa, a BBepX. B moTtonke KoMHaThl 6bi1a
YKpeIUleHa TUTacTHHA U3 cepebpucroro Metama. Koraa
BCe NBHHYIHCH BCJEd 332 pa3sBeOYMKOM, TIOKAaTbIBaHUE
CTaJIO CWIbHEe.

— OHMH... OHH NOXOXM Ha XyKoB. OHH XyKu? —
mobomnbITcTBO Mobexnno B Dyt Mait yxac nepex MEp-
TBHIMH CYLIECTBaMH.

I>xa1M ¥ caM ragan. Y Tex cyliecTB, KOTOpbIe Janbilie
BHIOpATHCH M3 AYeeK, Ha CIIMHaX ropOoWwIHCh HapOCTHI,
M3 KOTOPBIX MOTJIM BbIpacTH KpbUibsA. Ho He 6bUT0 NoXo-
Xe, YTOOB Ha 3THX KPHUIAX KTO-JIMOO W3 HMX CMOTr
MOJIETETh.

J>XX¥M He XO0TeJl CMOTPeTh Ha HUX, HO YTO-TO 3aCTaB-
JISUIO MaJIBYMKA JeNIaTh 3T0. bosbllIKHe romoBHI TTOXOMWIH
Ha OoromosioBbl. OH mpiKajcsd K CTeHe, YTOOH Kak
MOXHO AaJibliie 060ITH CyLIECTBO, TOYTH LIEJITMKOM BbI-
6paBiicecs u3 sueitki. OHO BHITAHYJIO BIIEPEA NEpeIHHE
JIanbl, CJIOBHO MBITAJIOCH OTTION3TH TOAANIBIIIE.

Her... He nambl... pyxu! Pyxku c nagonsmm. JIxum
TOMATWICSA. DTO Xe pa3yMHble HaceKomeble! Takas no-
MECh ITyTajia €ro M BhI3HBaJIa TOLIHOTY.
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Byrc ocraHOBWICS M NMPHHIOXaICA K OQHOM M3 PYK.
ITorom 3ammIien ¥ MOMATHICH, KaK OYATO onacasics, Yro
CYLIECTBO BCTaHET M CXBaTHT €roO.

Tupo mowén o Bropoii ABepH, MEHbIICH, B NIPaBOi
creHe. Bce Toxe MoTOpONMWIHMCH YHTH OT CYIECTB, KO-
TOpBbIe NMOTMOIM BO BpeMs YyHOBHIHBIX NpeBpamieHUH
cBoero Tena. M Bcaen 3a crapuiuM pa3BeIYMKOM MpoO-
THCHYJIMCH B JIBEPb.

I'nasa 9
Ob6pevénHan KONOHUR

OHM oka3ayvch B MeHbNIe#H KaloTe. TyT pacnonara-
JIUCh Kpecio IMWIOTa W MecTa obHLUepoB KopaOid.
CuageHHs He TOOWIMCh HH JIOASAM, HU Ko’oraM. JlnvH-
Hble, TToXoXHue Ha Kok, Ha HMX JNeXamu BbICOXILIME
Tena. IllecTmnanele pykM MEPTBHIX KOCMOHABTOB BCE
eIl TAHYIUCHh K KHOIKAaM ITy/TbTa YIIpaBIeHUs, pacro-
JIOXEHHOTO 10 BCEM TPEM CTOPOHAM PYOKH.

«OHM Bce MepTBBI, U YXe JaBHO», — IpobopMoTan
HdeM. ‘

«OHH normbmu, xorma Kopabiab pa3bwica? — crpo-
cwn JIxum.— Ecny Tak, TO KTo Toraa Hanaj Ha KOJIOHHIO
KO’0TOB? DTH BCce OMHOIO pa3Mepa, He KaK Te — IIo-
JIOBHHA MOOOJIbIlIE, TOJIOBHHA MOMEHBIIE».

JIxuM orMmeTwn mpo cebd, uro THpo crapaics He
MpUOIIDKAThCA K MEPTBBIM TeJIaM.

«HecoMteHHO, Bce He MONIM ITOTMOHYTH B OJMH
MOMeHT. KTO-To ocrazncs B XUBHIX M Halal Ha KOJIOHHIO
Ko’oroB. Ho moueMy 3THX OCTaBWIM JieXaTh 31eCh?»
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JleM HeTOPOIUIMBO IMOXyMa:

«MHe xaxeTtcs, oHu rmorn6au Bce. Ho ux xopa6is, mmo
KpaifHeil Mepe ero yacTtb, — HeT. Bo3MOXHO, caM Ko-
pabnp BeITycTWI 60eBol ¢iaep...»

«Kak pobGotel xcu! — BMemanace Jdmiu Mo, —
IIpuuUIoch OCTAHOBUTH BeCh rOpoll, YTOObI OCTAHOBHUTD
poboToB».

JxuMm xuBHyA. Ilocie cBoeil BCcTpeud ¢ MalIMHaAMU
XCH OH BepWI B CYILLECTBOBaHME TaKMX MEXaHM3MOB Ha
Kopabue.

Ay Mait nmoTépna JULo pyKaMM.

«Koner, — nmoxanopaiach oHa. — YTO-TO HenaeT 3TO
— BepHO, Mep?» — obpaTrwiach oHa K cBoell Ioapyre.

«/la, — Mep MemjieHHO LUIa BOOJb psiga NMpUOOpPOB;
NpUOMIDKasACh K MEPTBBIM WICHAaM 3KMIIaXa, OHa IUMIIe-
na. — Yacth kopabnsa geiicrByer. Ho uro-to B 3TOM
HemnpaBwiIbHO. — OHa HampaBwia MbICab Tupo. — Tol
TOXe YyBCTBYeIlllb 3TO, cTapiuuii 6par? Tyr crpax, oueHb
cTapslii ctpax. Y mevyasnsp... a TakKke XU3Hb, KOTOpas Ha
CcaMoOM JeJie He XU3Hb».

JIX¥IM MCIIBITBIBANI TOIBKO HeyxobctBo. OH cMoTpeln,
Kak JleM nmomolén K CyILECTBY, JieXKaBlUIeMy Ha Iepe-
JHEeM CUOeHHH, BO3MOXHO, KOMaHAMPY Kopabis. Pyku
cyllecTBa OBUTH BBITSHYTBI. OHa 1IeCTBIO paccTaBlIeH-
HBIMM NMaJIbLIAMH HaKpbIBaJla HECKOIBKO KHOMOK. [pyras
JepXajach 3a pblyar, KOTOpbIi OBUI Ha BCIO IMHY
BBIIBMHYT U3 NpPOpPE3MU.

Ko’oT HU K YeMy He NpUTParuBajics, TOJIBKO CMOTpeEJI
Ha MEPTBYIO I'OJIOBY C BHICOKO ITOCaXXeHHBIMH IJIa3aMH.
HeM maxe HaKJIOHWICH BIEpEl, ITOKA €ro yCol eIBa He
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KOCHYJIMCh TOJIOBHI, JIeXallleil Ha BHTAHYTO pyke. Ilo-
TOM OH MBICIIEHHO obpaTwica K Tupo.

«3TYy CWIY HYXXHO BBIKIIIOYMTB!» — OH IOAHSLI JIamy U
yKasasl Ha pblyar, B KOTOPBIif BLEITWIach pyKa MepTBelia.

Pa3Beqynk-ko’oT oOepHy/CS K OETAM.

«BBI cMOXeTe BBICBOOGOIUTH phIyar?»

JX¥M MOTEp pyKH 0 MATKYIO ITOBEPXHOCTb KOMOMHE-~
30Ha. EMy He GOJIbHO-TO XOTeJIOCh KacaTbcsi MEPTBOM
pyku. Jlaxe MbICIb 06 3TOM BHI3BIBAJIA Y HETO TOLIHOTY.
Ho oH nouuMan, yro TUpo He cTan GBI MPOCHUTH, €CIH
ObI 3T0 He ObUTO BaxHO. Jlama Ko’oTa He CIpaBHUTICA C
TaKVM JEJIOM, TOJIBKO TMAIbLbI MOIYT BBICBOOOIUTH PBI-
yar. OHM ¢ Dmuin Mboit U paHblIe NOMOTAUIU KO’OTaM
pykamu. JI>kuM, KoTopbiii OJIDKe BCeX CTOSUI K KOMiKe,
MpPOLIEJ BIOAb HEE U NMPOTSAHY PYKY.

CHATh MEPTBYIO PYKY OKa3aJloCh He TaK TPYAHO, KaK
OH omacaics, XOTS IpPU IEPpBOM Xe NPUKOCHOBEHUU
CIOMATUCh CyXHe KOCTHM MaibleB. OCBOGOAMB phIvar,
JI>KMM B3sJ1 €ro M NMOTAHY/ BHM3.

Bo3MOXHO, phIMar CIMILKOM MOOJro 3aHMMAl OXHY
nosvumio. OH He weBeabHyNcA. He momorna u momo-
mwegmasg DM Mboit. [Ing Heé mpocro He HaLUIOCh
pamoM Mecta. JXXuM TAHYT M AEpraj, HO pblMar He
MO JaBaJICH.

ITymucTeiii KOMOK TIPBITHYJI Ha KOMKY MepTBelia.
BBepx B3MeTHynach yania byrca, BoOpyXEHHasA Xene3-
HBIM KorTeM. Kororp yuemuicsi 3a peldar HIDKe pyKU
Hxuma, 1 ByTc ToXe NpuHsUICA A¢praTh, AobaRIIAsA CBOM
BeC K YCWIHAM MaJIbYyMKa.

Prryar noHemHory Havyan ycrynarb. IToroM yro-to
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BHYTPHM OTIIyCTWIO, TIOTOMY YTO PhIYalr CO HICTTYKOM
onycTiwicd. JIXIMy NpHIILUIOCh YXBaTUThCA 33 Kpai KOH-
KM, YTOOBI He ymacTb, a byrc moBHc, He IOTATUBasCh
JIafiaMM Jio ToJ1a, TIOKa XeJIe3HbI KOTOTh HE COCKOJIb3-
HYJI CO CTepXHS.

U urto-TOo cpa3sy uameHmnock. Koxy mepecraio ko-
JIOTb, M CJIOBHO HOBask TUILIMHA HAaIMOJMHWIA Kopabnb. OH
Kak OyaTo Ha caMOM JeJic YMep.

«HICTOYHHMK HEPIHH OTKIIOUEH», — 3aKIIOUIT THpoO.

«Yto 3To 68U107» — D Mbait pacTupana pyky, eit
XOTeJIOCh U30aBUTHCA OT HEMPUATHOrO olyuieH!s. Mep
TpYDEaNach K Heil, YCIIOKOMTENbHO MYpJbIya.

<«HaBepHoe, 3TH cyliecTBa XOTeJIH CO31aTh Ha IUIaHe-
Te CBOI0O KOJIOHMIO, KaK paHbllie HallHd POXWYM, —
MeJIeHHO noMbIcamn JleM. — OHM oTJIMYAIOTCA OT Hac,
6mKe K TeM, KTO TpRITaeT M MOJ3aeT CHapyXxu. B mx
NPUPOJie TIPOBOIUTH YacCTh XU3HH B PaKOBUHAX, YTOOH
noMeHATh cBolo ¢opmy. Moxer, Te, KTo NpWwieTeN B
Kopabiie, HaXOOWINCh B TaKMX PaKOBHHAX, CNAX BO
BpeMs IIOJIETa, KaK JejlaéM M MBI, YTOOBI' 3aHMMaThb
MEHbIlIe MPOCTPAHCTBA K TPAaTHTh MEHBIIE ITHILIN».

«A noToM Kopabnp pa3bwics...» — MoAXBaTWI THpO.

«Tak, — npomorokmn Jlem. — Bot 3T0oT, — OH yKka3an
Ha IIWIOTa, — €ro MO3r Ilepel CMepThio ObUI TOJIOH
cTpaxa. DTo M ceifyac YyBCTByeTcs. BeposATHO, OH ObUT
paHeH npu nocagke. Ho oH xoTe, YToOs! Apyrue BEDKH-
. OH npuBEN B AelicTBHe NMPUOOP, KOTOPHIA KOJXXEH
6BUT pa3’dymuTh CNAIIMX, BKIIOYWI 3HEPrHlO, KOTOPYIO
MBI YYBCTBOBAIH. K0oe-KTo IMpocHyics, HO IMPOH30IUEN
cboit. Torbko yacTp cyMeiia BRIIION3TH, CTaThb €CTeC-
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TBEeHHOTrO pa3Mepa. Bce OoHM yMepiu Bo BpeMsl H3MeHe-
HUS».

«A ¢naep, XOTOPHI HanaJl Ha HaNIMX POOUYeH, —
cka3an Tupo. — HaBepHoe, 3T0 661 po6oT. BosmMoxwo,
Ha TUTaHeTe, OTKYAa MPWIETEH 3TH YyXaKH, Yy HHX €CTh
NPUPOOHBIIA Bpar, Cym[ecTBO, IOXoXee Ha Hac. U mx
po6oThI 3anpOrpaMMHMPOBaHbl YHHYTOXATh TaKMX».

«Kak po6otrl xcu B ropofe! — BOCKIMKHYNA DIUTH
Mbsit. — OHHM JIOBWIM KO’OTOB, NOTOMY YTO TaK MX
YCTPOWIH XCH».

«HaBepHOe, OHM He OBUIM HACTOSIIMMH BparamMu
KO’0TOB, — 3agyMuMBoO Itporosopwia Mep. — IIpocro
dopma xM3HH, MOXoXasa Ha Hac...» '

«TbI XoYyelllb CKa3aTh — XHUBOTHOE, €CIH 3TH KOJIO-
HHCTHI OBUTH HaCeKOMBIMH, — JI>KMMY TaKoe 0OBICHEHHE
noxasajoch pasyMHbIM. — Ha cBoeit miaHere oHmn 6o-
poauchk ¢ XHBOTHHIMH. Ho YyTo mpom3onuio morom?
ITouyeMy TpaBa cTalia BEICOKOM, ITOYCMY 3ICIIHKHE Hace-
KOMBIE CTaTH Gonbmie?»

«DHeprus, KoTopas NoMoraja Jy)xakaM IIPOCHYThCH,
OBICTPO BHIpalMBaJIa X, — Mocan Meichb Jem. — OnHa
NMpoJo/LKala NeHCTBOBaTh, XOTS M HE CMOIJIa OXWBHUTH
yx. OHa 3anmporpaMMHMpoOBaHa Ui XEeHCTBUSA Ha JIOOBIX
HACeKOMBIX M MeJJIECHHO PaclpOCTPaHsIaCh BOKPYT KO-
pabasg. MoxeT, # po6oThsl moMoramyd. MeHsuH 3TOT MMP
TaK, YTOOBI OH MOT CITY>XWTh IoruoummM. MoxeT, morox
3HepruM nmoxobeH Gone3HM. IIpLIryHBI M IETYHBI, KOTO-
PbIX MBI BHOEIM, He MOTYT XUTh gonro. OHHM XWBYT
TOJBKO OAVIH CE30H, 2 Ha CJICAYIOLIMI POXIAIOTCA HO-
BHIC. .
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Ainia, U3 KOTOPHIX OHM BBUTYTUISIOTCS, TTOMataiu Mo,
IeHCTBHE SHEPrMM, U KaXIoe cleAylollee IOKOJIeHHe
CTaHOBWIOCH BcE Gonbllie. MoXeT, OHM U3MEHSIUCh U B
IPYTMX OTHOILLIEHUSIX, CTAHOBWINCH OJIVDKE K MOTMOILIMM.
MoxeT, 3TH HaceKOMble HaXe CTAJIM MBICIHUTBL, XOTA
obpa3 X MbICIcii HaM HUKOTAA He IOHATb.

M BoT oHM pocnu rom OT roja, CTaHOBWINCH BCE
OoMnacHei M TMOCTENEHHO 3arHaiM HalluX poaudeil B
yoexuue. Ho Ternepp moTok 3Hepruu npekpaTwics, U
BCE BHOBb HOJDKHO U3MEHUTBCS».

H>xu1M cHOBa BHITEp PYKM, HE Xejasi BCTOMMHATh, KaK
0CBOOOX a1 phIyar.

«Ternepb OHM CHOBA CTAHYT MaTCHBKMMM?»

«Kto 3HaeT? — orBetwi Tupo. — Eciu usmeHeHus
3aKpeMWINCh, OHX Bceraa OyayT BHUIYIUIATBHCS TaKUMM.
Ho Tak Kak nmoTok 3Heprum npekpaTtwics, BO3MOXHO, B
OymyiieM roay IOTOMCTBO CTaHET MeEHblle. A Te, 4TO
BBDKUBYT, KOHEYHO, OCTaHYTCH OOJBIIMMI...»

«OXOTHHUKH, YOMMLIbI, TOXHUPATENH, — MOCHBILAIACh
Mbicib Mep. — Te, uTo Bcerma OyayT HamagaThb Ha
Hamux poaudeil. C HUMHU HEBO3MOXHO AOTOBOPHTHCH,
KaK HeBO3MOXHO ObUIO AoroBopurbcsi ¢ xcu. Hamm
POXMYM JOJDKHBI OYAYT MOCTOSHHO JepXaThCS HacTOpoO-
Xe, XOTA 3Heprus Oosble He TMOPOXIAECT YYJOBHIL.
OHM [ODKHBI OYAYT cpaXaTbcs, yOUBaTh, UCIIONb30BaTh
CHIY, YTOOBI BBDKMTb...»

A M3it npucena, oxsaTwia pykaMu KO’ OIIKY, IIpH-
Xaach LIEKOH K IMagkoii romose Mep.

«Ho y Baluux poamyeit Temnepb JIyyiliMe IUNAHCHI, —
cKa3asia OHa. — Ternepp, KOrja Mbl BRIKIIONMHIM CTapylo
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MalllMHy, GOJIBIIMX HaceKOMBIX cTaHeT Mano. M Mml
ITOMOXeM, TpaBia?»

«IToMoxeM BoT 3TM! — ByTC BriepBhIe IOCIA MBIC/D.
OH co CBMCTOM B3MaxHyJ XeJle3HbIM KorreM. — Korru
noMoryT cpaxarbcs! M moMoryr mobeaurn!»

Kot ¢ ropaocrsio B3mIAHYA Ha cBo€ opyxue. Tonbko
YTO OH J0Ka3aJl, YTO MOXET WM IOJIb30BaThCs, IyCTh U
He B OuTBe.

Hxum nyman o apyrom. Eciu ¢naep, Koropbrit yHUY-
TOXWI KOJIOHHIO KO’OTOB, OBLUT OCHAIUEH M BHIOTYLLIEH
poboramu, To rae oHU Termepb? MoXeT, CHOBa HaYHYT
HamnajgaTh, KaK TOJBKO KO’OThI BRIAAYT M3 nemep? Wim
OTCYTCTBHE DHEPIMH OCTAaHOBUT M MX?

Tupo ynoBWI €ro MbICIIb.

«He mymalo, 4yroOGbl OHM BCE el€ OBUIM aKTHBHBL
HMHaye oHM OBI yXXe HanairM Ha Hac. IIpouuto caumkoM
MHOT0 BpeMeHH Iocie rubenu kopabis. Po6oTs u ¢na-
enbl HYXHO YMHUTH, NMOAACPXHBaTh B pabouyeM
cocTosHMU. Pa3zBe pomuuu B mneliepax He IOTepIH
GOoNBIIYI0O YacTh CBOMX IOMOLIHMKOB, ITOTOMY YTO He
OGBUTO MaTepHaIOB, YTOOBI coAepXaThb MX B Mopsake?
ITpuxogunock OpaTh YacTH OJHOM MalIWHBI, YTOOHI pe-
MOHTHMpPOBAaTh Apyryio. MoxeT, Mbl ell€ HaiinéM ¢mnaep,
KOTODBII MOJMIMBaJI KOJOHMIO OTHEM, U POGOTOB pXaBe-
IOIMMM TAE-TO B TPABIHOM JIECY».

IleM MeLJIeHHO XOOW1 BIOJNb NMPUOOPHOro IIWUTA.

. «Tak MHOro MOXHO 31ech y3HaTb. Y, BO3MOXHO, Mbl
HMKOIJa He packpoeM MX TaifHbl. HyXXHo npuBe3TH Tex,
KTO pa3bupaeTcsl B MalllMHaX, ¥ JaTh MM BO3MOXHOCTb
H3YyJYUTh KOpabiib. MOXET, y 3THX YyXaKOB, KaK 1 Y XCH,
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HalOyTCS 3amMCH, B KOTOPHIX COAEpPXATCA IOJIe3HbIE
3HaHMd. EciIM MBI CMOXeM MX M3YYMTb...— OH XOHOWI C
OnecTAIIMMU I/Ia3aMM, BEICOKO IOQHSB XBOCT, pa3Maxu-
Basg CaMbIM €T0 KOHYMKOM B3aJl Y Bliepe. — MBI JOJDKHBI
HaliTH croco6 NoMoYb HalllMM poaryaM 6e30MacHo BbIXO-
IuTh U3 remiep. JJo/DKHBI pacCIIpOCHTh MX O TOcCagKe
3TOro Kopabtyisi — BCE, YTO OHU ITOMHSAT».

«BHayajile HaM HY>XXHO BEpHYTbCS Ha CBOi1 KOopabib, —
THpo HampaBwics K BeIXOOy. — Byznem HamesTbcs, 4YTO
CWIa, KOTopas TNpUTSHYJa Hac cloja, MepTBa M MBI
CMOXEM YJIETETh».

Jxum o6 3ToMm He mogymMan. A yro eciau Mx cdbnaep
HaBceraa 3acTpai 3dech? MaabuMk OBUI yBepeH, 4TO
MeKOM UM He BbIOpaTbcd. Hu 3a yTo He mpopsaThbcs
CKBO3b apMHIO HaceKOMbIX. BBIXoasi BMecTe ¢ Ko’0TaMH,
Oy Mbsit u ByrcoM, oH omnacaicst Toro, Yro OHH MOTYT
YBUIIETb, HO IOCTApasicsi He BHIPA3HTh 3TO.

Amun Msit MemJieHHO 1IUTa Yepe3 OONBLIYIO KAIOTY, B
KOTOpOM JieXaIH MEpPTBHIe cymiectBa. OHa cxBaTwia
Ixuma 3a pyKy.

— OHH... OHM KaXyTcH 3JIBIMH U IUIOXMMM, — CKa3aja
oHa. — Ho, MoXxeT, OHM TOJIbKO KaXyTcs TaKMMH, Ha
caMOM feie OHM ApyrMe. OHM XOTeIU HalTH 3[ech
HOBBIIA JJOM 1A ce0si, HO y HUX He noixy4ymwnoch. KoHey-
HO, TMOJIYYIUIOCh HEXOpOIIO, HO, MOXET, HMX Heab3s
BUHUTD. Eciiv GBI OHM 3HAIM, YTO KO’OTHI XOpPOLLIME, OHU
3ax0TeNH OBl MOIPYXHUTHCA C HUMH... MOXET, OHM Jaxe
He 3HAJIM, YTO TIOTOM HaTBOPWI MX ¢uraep.

«TBI rOBOPHILB MYZIPO, JETEHBIL-POANY, — YCIbIILA-
Ju OHM Mbichb Mep. — MHoroe MoXeT CIyYHUThCS

314



IUIOXOro, €CJIdi OMWH BHA XHW3HM He TOHUMAaeT WIHN
6ourca apyroro. ITocMoTpuTe, YTO MPOM3OLLIO 3[ECh,
KOrfia MalllMHBI YYXaKOB INPHHSMUCH HENaTh TO, AJIA
Yyero coBceM He OBUTH npeaHasHayeHH. IToaToMy Bcerna
HYXHO YMETb NpeABUIETh BO3ZMOXHBI pPe3y/IbTaT CBOMX
JCHCTBUIA.

OHM cHoBa 3a6panuch Bo ¢naep. Biepeau ux xmano
nocieaHee UcnbiTaHue. IIpUAETCA M UM CHOBA JIETETh
CKO3b KpHUIAaTyI0 apMMIO, OXMIABIIYI0 MX CHapyxu?
Orxpoercsa nu anrap? U ymacrca nu uMm BooGmie mo-
nerets? CuneBmemy 3a npubopammu Tupo yaanock
MeIJICHHO NpHMOomHATh ¢naep. OH coodupur, YTO Ta
CHNa, YTO MpHBea K KPYIIEHMIO MX MAIUMHEI, 60nblle
He JeicTByeT. AHrap ObUT HEBENIMK, H BRITOJIHUTH pa3-
BopoT OnUto Herae. TpeGoBaioch BEUIETaTh 3allOM.
MenneHHO, KaK TOJBKO MOr, THpO Hayal BHIIOJIHATH
MaHeBp.

JIXuM BepTesics Ha CHACHHH Y MOTIABIBAT Ha IBepPh,
XoTopas 3aKpbUliach 3a HUMH. OTkpoercs mu oHa? Ecm
HET, TO KaK MM BLIPBaThCS Hapyxy?

Tupo mpoxokan MeUIeHHO IOJaBaTh ¢uiaep Ha3zan,
naps Hajx caMbIM MoJioM. B creHe He ORUIO BHAHO HHU
cnena orBepctua. Heyxemn Tupo nonmpobyer nporapa-
HuTh creHy? M BoOT, Korna yxe JIXxuM, Kak, BO3MOXHO,
M KO’OT, JIMIDUICA BCAKONH HaleXOhl, OHH YCIBILUATH
TPOMKMIA 3BYK. JIIOK MeIUIEHHO, pHIBKaMM, C OCTaHOBKa-
MH, HO OTKpBIBaJICA. THPO BbDKIAN HYXHBI{ MOMEHT, a
noroM 6pocwi ¢aep Hasan, B OTBEPCTHE, OBICTPO, KaK
HHUKOIZa He NMPUXOXWIOCh BUAETD NETAM.

®naep Havyan nomHuMathcsd. KphUtaThie BOMHBI, 3a
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OIHMM-IBYMSI MCKIIOUCHUAMHU, Mcyesdnu. Kosnbrymia-
fics Macca HaceKOMbIX Ha ITOBEPXHOCTM 3€MJIM TOXe
rnopenena, XOoTs HEKOTOpbIe MPOAOIXAIH GOpOTbCA M
noenath Apyr apyra. Korma xe ¢maep nogHsuica emié
BBILLIE U TTOJIETE]I B CTOPOHY XOJIMOB C Ielliepoil KO’OTOB,
JaXxe OChl MOTEePSUIM K HeMy BCAKHH MHTepec.

Houp npoBenu B neuiepax, O0bACHAA, YTO MPOU3OLLI-
no. KonoHusa GernbIX KO’OTOB BHUMATEJIBHO CIIyILIaia.
Crapeiiliiie yXe CTpOWIM IUIAHBI TNepecesieHUs, XOTS
Tupo u JleM npeaynpeawin MX, YTO HEBO3MOXHO CKa-
3aTh, CKOJIBKO €Il€ MPOJINTCA HEiCTBUE BpaxaeOHOIt
9HEPIMH U CKOJIbKO MOKOJEHHI TMTAHTCKUX HaCeKOMBIX
emié Oymyr Bparamu Ko’oroB. Ko’orel 3uMMopphl 110-
o0e1aIM ITOMOILb CBOEii IUIAHETHI.

Ha yrpo X dmaepy npummén Byrc, Ho caauTbcs He
cran. Ha miee y Hero Buces XeJie3HbII KOrOTb, U OH
BBICOKO JepXasl FOJIOBY.

«JI ocraloce, — cMesio 3adBWI OH. — 3Iech A Oymy
OXOTHUTbCS, He Hapylias 3aKoH. MoXeT, 1 Mall, — OH
B3IJIAHYJ B CTOpOHY Ha Crapeiiero, KOTopbiit IIPHILIET
NMPOBOXaTh Pa3sBeqYMKOB, — HO S XOPOILUMIA OXOTHHK U
MPUTOXYCh IUIEMeHU. MHe HpaBUTCH 3OECH».

«3JTO TBOM CBOOGOIHBIA BBHIOOpP, pOAWY, — CKa3al
Tupo. — MoxeT, NpaBWIBHBIIA BEIOOp, HO €CNTH MepeIy-
Maellub, MBI €llI€ KaKOe-TO BpeMs IOHOXIEM».

«f ocraloce!» — engBa JIM He Aep3KO B3MaxXHYB XBOC-
ToM, Byrc ymen.

OH nipaB, nogyman Ixum. UMeHHo I TaKoil XXU3HHU
M co3maH byrc. 3gech OH HM4Yero HenpaBWIBHOIO He
Oyner penarb. Ho ManbyrK paccTpowics u3-3a TOro, YTo
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Byrc He monpowancsa. Korsl Tak He3aBucuMsl, U [Ixym
MOHMMaJ, YTO Dbyrc XxodeT XWTh IO-CBoeMy H OBITH
CBOOOIHBIM.

Ho To, yro ByTc coenan Takoit BbIGOp, MOMOIIO MM
yXe ceifuac, NoToMy 4To yiaep U TaK ObUT MEpENoHEH:
nBoe Crapeiiyx cumeny Ha KoneHsax y Jxuma u Omwm
Mbit. OHM XoTeJM HaBeCTUTh KOpabib U MOoCcoBelaThCs
TaM.

ApMHA HaceKOMBIX, KOTOpas ocaXxmaia Kopabib, Toxe
paccesiach KO BpeMeHHM Bo3BpalleHUs ¢maepa. Huka-
Kag cwia 6osplue He BhIHYXOala MX K HamageHuio. Ho
TpaBsHbIE KYHIVIM MO-IIPEXHEMY OCTaBAIMCh OMacCHBI.

3eMHbIe KOLIKY, y4aCTBOBaBILIHE B 9KCITeIVLIUHU, TIPU-
HSUTM pellieHHe NPUCOeOUHUThCS K Dbyrcy M ocraTbes.
HccnenoBaTenn-Ko’oThl OCTaBWIM UM HMHCTPYMEHTHI M
MHCTPYKLMH K HUM H MOOOEILaIM NpuciaTh ¢ 3UMMOp-
PHI elg.

ITo3sxe ¢dnaep orBé3 CrapeHiunX Has3al K IellepaM.
Bepuyncst on ¢ Byrcom. TOT NpPHKOCHYICS HOCOM K
TOBapHILiaM Y TMoxoiuén X Jxumy.

«3T0 XOpollad IIaHeTa, — JOBOJIBHO cKa3al oH. — I
yXe moosiBat Ha oxore. IIpexpacHas oxora. Takue, kak
4, 31eCh MOTYT XHUTh IO CBoeMy XenaHuio. Ham o6pa3
XW3HMU 30ech HyXeH. A panm, yro ocraiorcst OpaTbi U
CECTPBI — M NMPWIETHUT el€ MHoro. Iy Hac TyT rmoaxo-
nsuiee Mecro. Ko’oTel u3 neutep morepsuii MHOTO CBOMX,
MbI M HYXHBI. XOpOLIO ObITh KOMY-TO HYXHBIM, a He
YyBCTBOBaTb cebs mpecTymHUKoM. S mpuiu€n mompo-
IHAaThCA U MOMPOCHUTh, YTOOB! ThI IEpelak 3TO BCEM
IOX0XUM Ha MeHs. Caenaems?»
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«O6emarol»

JIXM BCIIOMHWI, YTO MCIIBITAN, KOTAa OHH C DJUTH
M05ii yHUYTOXWIH JTOBYILKH ropofa XcH. Jlo 3Toro oH He
YyBCTBOBaJI ceOs HYXHBIM Ko’oTaM. M 6bu1 cepoutr m
HecyacTmB. byrc Myapo mocryrnur.

OH cMoTpe1, KaK Cepblif KOT M ero TOBapHILH CauATCA
BO ¢uaep c nociaegHUM rpy3om. IloroMm BcrioMHMI, yTo
ckasana I M3it o MEPTBBIX YyxakaX. MoxXer, oHH
IEeHCTBUTEJIBHO MCKAIM HOBBIA JOM, a HAlUIM TONBKO
cMmepTh. U ellé npuyMHWIM MHOTO ropsl 3TOH IUIaHeTe.
OHM npourpany, 4 Tenepb Yy KO’OTOB M KOTOB €CTh LIaHC
Bburpate. Ho kTo ompenenser nmoSemureneit? xum
MeUIEHHO IoKayan ronoBoi. KTo Moxer cka3aTs, noye-
My OJHA KOJIOHHMSI BBDKMBAeT, a Apyras obopeyeHa?

Ha 3ToT pa3 BEDXWIN KO’OTHI, a2 TaKXe KOTHI, MO0~
ourle byrcy. Ho xTto nmpuHsit Takoe pemeHue? xum
FIOCMOTpEJ HA Kavaloluiica TpaBsHoii Jec. OHU JOJDK-
HbI 10Ka3aTh, YTO HMX NMyTh BepHBIA. JT10 Henerko. Ho
OHU 00s3aHBI 3TO CAeJIaTh!
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